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6 A news Acconnt
wrack’d Men miuch more Civility ahd Huma-
hity ‘than fome Nations that 1 know, who
pretend much Religion and Politenefs, for
they accommodated their Guefts with whate-
vet they wanted of the Produét of their
Country, at very eafy Rates, and aflifted what
they could, to fave Part of the damaged Car-
go, recciving very moderate Rewards for
their Labour and Pains. Their Language was
by Signs; and for a few Glafs-beads, Knives,
Scizers, Needles, Thread and fmall Looking-
glaffes, which they are very fond of, they hi-
red themfelves to carry many portable Things
( that were faved from the Shipwrack ) to a
neighbouring Country, and procured others,
who alfo ferved them for Guides towards the
Cape of Good-hope, and provided Eatables for
their Mafters, all the while they were under
their Conduét ; and having carried them a-
bout 200 Miles on their Way, by Land, they
provided new Guides and Porters for them,
for {fome of the aforefaid T'rifles, who con-
ducted them, and provided for them, as the
others had done, for 7 or 80co Miles farther,
which they travelled in 40 Days, and {o deli-
vered their Charge to others, who condu-
éted and provided for them, till they arrived
at the Cape ; and fome of the Engly/b falling
fick on the Way, they carried the Sick in
Hammocks, till they either recovered or died,
and out of 8o Men there were but 3 or 4
died; but how long they journeycd beforc
they arrived at the Cape, I have forgotten.
This Account I had from one of the Travel-
lers,



of the Eaft Indies. Y.

jers. He told me, that the natural Fertility of
thofe Countries he travelled thro’, made the
Inhabitants lazy, indolent, indocile and fimple.
Their Rivers are abundantly ftored with
good Fifh and Water-fowl, befides Manatees,
or Sea-cows and Crocodiles s ; their Woods
with large Trees, wild Cattle and Deer, E-
Jephants, Rhinocerofes, Lions, Tigers,
Wolves and Foxes for Game; allo many
Sorts of winged Fowl and Birds, befides O-
{triches. They have {fome Notions of a Deity,

whom they worfhip with Dancing and Feaft-
ing, for they are generally very much incli-
ned to Mirth, an Inftance whercof T'll ven-
turc to relate, on the Account I had from a
Mafter of a Ship, who went thither to trade
in Auno 1718, viz. When they had got their
Ship fecured in a River, the Natives aflem-
bled in good Numbers to trafhck, near the
Placc where the Ship lay: An arch Indian
Youth, who was a very good Drummer, car-
1ied his Drum athore, and in a Thicket pret-
ty ncar the Aficmbly, beat his Drum very
Lriskly, on which the Young of both Scxes
fcll a skipping, and a little fter the Adule
and Old followed their lixample, fo that none
flood idle Spedtators s but the Old beginning
to tire, fome went to the Drummer, and
prefented him with Fggs, 1owl and IFruics,
and intreated him to lcave off, which alloon
as he did, they all fat down again on the
Ground, well hcnted.

I faw feveral Rhinocerofes Horns brought
thence to Bombay, much longer than ever 1

Ay faw
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24 A new Account

whofe Approach ‘the poor King furrendred
his Kingdom, without once drawing his
Sword in its Defence, and fo it eafily be-
came annext to the Mogzl’s Dominions.
Trat Branch of the Ganges difembogues
into the Sea at Chittagoung, or, as the Por-
tugueze call it, Xatigam, about so Lieagues
below “Dacca; and -this Place confines the
Mogul’s Dominions to the Eaftward. The
Diftance between Sagor the weftermoft Cha-
nel of the Ganges, and Xatigam the eafter-
moft, is about roo Leagues, the maritim
Coait being divided into many fmall I{lands
made by the Currents of the Gauges, but ve-
ry few are inhabited, becaufe they are {o pe-
ftred with Tigers, that there is little Safgty
for other Inhabitants ; and there are alfo.ma-
ny Rhinocerofes on thofe Iflands, but they
are naot {fo dangerous Neighbours as the Ti-
gers, yet, when provoked, they will aflault
any living Thing. . Nature has-endued him
with two particular Rariti€s out of her Stores,
One is a large Horn placed on his Nofe, The
fecond is a Coat of Mail to defend him from
the Teeth or Claws of.other fierce Animals,
His Tongue is alfo .fomewhat of a Rarity;
for, if he can but get any of his Antagonifts
down, he will. lick them {o clean, that he
leaves neither Skin nor Flefh to cover their
Bones; but he is feldom known to be an Ag-
greffor, except when he meets with an Ele-
phant, then he fharpens his Horn and aflaults,
tho” he is much inferior to the Elephant in

Bulk and Strength, being no bigger than a
' very
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B v that TimeT was clear at Bencock, Cap-
tain Dalgleifb arrived there alfo, in order to
proceed to Bengal. He had fillen into the
Trap laid by Collet, and had paid Meafurage
and Cuftoms, befides the ufual Prefents to the
Court, according to the old Conftitution,
but he could not get ready to go fo foon
out of the River asl, otherwife I defigned to
have brought fome Troubles on Sennerar, if
not on Collet and Powney’s Affairs at Siam,
but Captain Dalgleifb being {lill in their
Power, -tied my Hands.

Siam Baris only a large Bank of foft Mud,
and, at Spring-tides, not above ten or eleven
Foot Water on it. It is eafy getting -into
it in the South-weft Monfoons, becaufe, in
two or three Tides, with the Motion the
Ship receives from the {mall Waves and the
Affiftance of the Wind, fhe flides thro’ the
Mud. My Ship-drew thirteen Foot, and we
had not above nine on the Bar when we
went into the River, but coming out with
the North-eaft Monfoons, the Sea :being
{mooth, we are obliged to warp out with An-
chors and Halfers, and, if the Ship draws anj
confiderable Draught of Water, we are fome-
times two Springs in warping over, but, a
twelve Foot Draught, I got over in four, Tides

A Np now, having given fome particula
Accounts of my Obfcrvations on and in i
am, 1 will alfo give fome general Remarks
and begin with the Fertility of the Country
which, on that Point, is inferior to few (!

any ) in the World.
THER
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Tuere are but two Parcels of Moun-
rains to be feen in the Places thatI pafled thro’,
and they ly between Eaft and North-caft from
the City of Odia, about ten Leagues diftant,
and ‘they produce good T'imber for building,
and Agala-wood for Perfumes. They have alfo
Mines of Iron, Tin, Lead, Silver and Gold,
but they are all entailed on the Crown, who
has the fole Benefit of them. They breed vaft
Numbers of wild Deer, which are hunted
and killed for the fake of their Skins, which
they yearly fend to Fapon.

T nE Plains produce all Sorts of Grain ne-
ceffary for animal and human Suitenance.
They plentifully bear as good, if not the beift
Oranges, LLemons and Limes in the World.
'Their Rivers fuperabound in Fifh of feveral
Species, very good in their Kind. Their Vil-
lages .are numerous, and well inhabited with
Artificers and Peafants; but there are but
five walled Towns in all the Sia7z Domini-
ons, and Odza is one of them.
| T'mey have Abundance of wild Animals
in their Woods, fuch as Elephants, Rhinoce-
rofes, L.eopards and Tigers, and tame Cattle,
1 Bullocks, Buffaloes and Swine, in Abun-
dance about their Farms. "Temples and Priefls,
ire more numerous here, in Proportion to
the Laity, than in any Country I ever faw
out of the Dominions of Portugal. Thcir
Tallapoys or Prielts are diftinguifhed from
the Laity by a cianamon or orange-coloured
Cloke which they wear, they again diftering
among themfclves by diftinguithing Badgis,
v
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‘O the Mountains of Zenfi, near the fa-
mous Wall that divides China from Tartary,
grows Abundance of that ufeful and valuable
Root Rhubarb, whofe Ufe is fo well known
in Europe. The Root Genfing grows allo
in Woods there, and when the Natives go
in Queft of it, to find it, they are forced to
go in the Night Seafon, with Torches in
their Hands, for fear of being aflaulted by
the wild Inhabitants of the Woods, fuch as
Iions, Tigers, Leopards, Rhinocerofes, ©.
of the brutal Kind, befides dangerous Rep-
tiles, as Serpents and Snakes, which all 'flec
from Fire. [ have heard of Serpents thirty
Foot long, and five in Circumference, which
lurk all Day in their Dens, and come out in
the Nights, to prey on Animals that ly fe-
curely in theirs. |

‘TH1s Root Genfing, when dried, is like
a little Carrot, of a light yellow Colour, and,
about Mid-way down, it branches in two,
which makes the Chinefé call it the Man-ber).
It has a fweetith Tafte, bur, being much
chew’d, it feems bitterifh. It is cut in Shreds,
and drunk with Tea, and then it is efteem-
ed a very great Reftorative of the animal
Spirits. It is exceeding hot in Quality, and
therefore to be avoided by thofe of {trong
Contflitutions. It is excellent in Confumpti-
ons, and, for its feveral good Qualities, is
fold at a great Price, fome at three Times
its Weight in Silver ; but, after itis a Year
old, it goes oft at a Shilling per Ounce, be-
caufe it is difficult to kecp the Worm out of

K.



