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149 ANIMALS.

P..But it will not do the same thing which
the mav—bw; does, which flies when we wish
1t, as soon as W e sing a little song to it;

whilst the other Instcad of flying or runuing,
do what one will to rouse 1it, draws in us
head 2ad legs as soon 2s one touc‘xea 1t, “or
wishes to max;e irieads with it, and count\.rfelts
death.

Al. Well then, let us leave this uncomplaisant
beztle ; here is ancther with which you are not
acquatnted perhaps.

THE RHINOCEROS.

Turs name signifies horned-nose, because in
rezlity this animal has a horn on the fore part
of its head, and it is also called monoceros, be-
cause it has oaly one; this it possesses n coms-
mon, with 2 hrcre au‘.lnmed which bears the
same mame. It is, as you see, (Plate VIII,
fig. 31.) two or three t1mies large* than a may-
bug, and resides in rotten Woou, but CDUQCLRHy
1n old hollow oaks, or in tan-pits filled with the
bark of that tree. It can, like the may-bug, lie
concealed d L.-xg winter, and appear again In
spriilg . with 1ts voung companions, One of
them has bzen known te conceal itself behind
the wain scoatiqg of a room, wiiere it has beea
heard gnawing the timber dusing the whok
winter, whilst 1t could not be imagined what it
was, till the month of March when ‘it left its
conceal.nent, and was endeavouring to regain
is l‘berty ; but was retaken and ccndemned to
death as a deserter, to be sent afterwards to or-
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, ANIMALS, iay
aament the cabinet of natural history belonging
to the house.

As to beetles with three horns, they are only
found T America, and espectally in Brauzil,
where they are larger than our flying stags.
]hey have horns however pomted forwards,
'md turned 1n sometimes upon one another,
sometimes beside one auother, like the claws of
the{cray-fish : they get the name of Hercules,
or clephants, or flying bulls.

¥ THE DUNG-BEETL]

T, like other beetles, proceeds from a
larva, m.d this larva resides in dung, where it
Ca. ‘leu“s at most one Ye'll. Th(.fb are sev 61'11
species of this beetle. Some deposit or rather
scatter their eggs on the dung of horses, cows,
or sheep. Otheh make a sort of small balls of
it 1o inclose thetr eggs in. Ours, represented in
Pl ate VIIIL fig. 17. 1s of this last species. It
flies up and dov» n, and creeps into the dung.of
cattle, especially of horses. qumg fixed on
some POI‘tIO'i it then makes 2 hole in the earth,
nmtroduces the portion of dung which 1t had
formed into a ball, deposits an egg upon it,
returns for some more dung, and then flies a-
Way to do the same ia ten other places, or even
more. After some days the larva is produced
atd subsists on the p: ovision made for it by its
mother. This prov1smn lasts till the spring ;
then it changes its skin four times, and at last
becomes nymph, to pass nto the state of beetle.
- We have 1n this country, as well as in seves
zal other countries of Europe, a beetle with
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