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Samuel Howitt’s funny turn

Samuel Howitt (1756-1823), sporting and wildlife artist

amuel Howitt ook his hiood sports seviously, both in

their practice and 2= art. Where hiz bootherdn-los;,

Thomas Rowlendson, might be wempred o picoure
cormedy, Howitl's many sporting designs were almost wholly
[acrual amd carmest. His drauphsrmanship displayed a high
degree of lgely selfmught competence, nurmuned by the
effons of school drawingmases and, in young adsalthood,
by the advior of Rowlandson himscl, whose scquasintance he
msde in thie lse 17708, He siend iy developed oo o suse and
capable wouch with engraving 1ools. He dabbded i odl
padnting vo rather less cffect

Howin is best remembered for an sbundance of pictunes
featuring gentlemen engrossed in ther beloved  pursuits
shooting, fishing, coursing snd hunting (Ml 1). Though only
one gencrsion from wrade, he thought of himscll as a
pentleman sporsman. The Bemiriicences of his friend, the
fencing- and riding-master Henry Angelo, allude o Howart's
deer hunting in Epping Forest and 10 his expertise in “all
conn bry sports’, in particular with rod and line.! IFhe was not
s obsessed with eompeiiine spon, he did produce alss &
numiber of mong senes. He was dawn increasingly o
naturalistic andmal and bird soudies, many represending the
rophies of sporamen, bat alo catering 1o the appetite of an
exploning and scientific age for me thodiol surveys recording
the tree form and colouring of animals, bisds, mseces snd
fish, bodh faméliar snd exotic. Thus he came 10 assis scrious
scholarship, mwolving himsell n dewiled and extensive
imvestigarion and research, and producing (mosthy i his lacer
years) serbes of animal-Efe ilusrations of the kind assocised
wigh such ratwralists as Willam Lewin, John Walcott, Edward
Doncwan, James Bolton and William Coriis,
conemporery master Thormas Bewack.

His subjects, however spinted and comvinceng. wene almos
invarishly preseried by Howin ina enisthless vein, Hi is oo
anaocistec] with wit and bumeur There was a sobering
Chaaloer element In his make-uge. His mather had been bom
Blizsheth Fleatham, the daughter of Joshua, a Cruaker from
Y i Yorkshire, who becarme a wealiby ghover and draper
on Cornhill ! If Samuel did noe inherin the Duakers' distasie
for the spoming persecution of snimals, he probably caughn
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something of whar was staid and constreined In his mocher

Semel Howin was in his fomies sa the end of the contuey
approsched, and he had already tumned ou 3 considerable
oy of work of @ sober kand. i s cumous then that a ‘mid-
life cwisix’ should take the: fom of a temporry dallianoe with
comedy In pamicalar he concrbuced o, and he himself
published, a group of comical satires that came from a
shadowy jolier known @ *Giles Grinagain'.

Cwe might have expecied sn imimacy with Thomas
Rowlandson o have piloied Howin quickly inio 3 sadinical
limaz caf e, bt e seemns to bawe had litghe appetise for it in his
early career. A design published in 1794 by Richard Turion of
Munchesier pa Favorite Chickens or bhe siafe of Jobeeny's
Farmyyard v | 794 (Pl 2) bears im the imprist 2 name that
could be “Howin' or perhaps “Hewin® alongside the wonds
*his omly caricature’? It is a gihe about Britich subsidies o
Prussia in face of the threar from revolstionary France and
comiaims animals and binds - home, cockerel, Bon, bear,
cagles - not remobe from Howist's repertogne. IF it was by
Sarnuel Howist, and was his only cancanure’ up o 1794, its
undiuieness only confirms thar he was not by senaee 5 sarirs:

He was certainly influenced in general by Rowdandson and
by RBowlandson's siyle. Instances ane known of Howist and
Howdandson drawing the same scene (M 3, see nd) Y A
roughly the time (1798-99) tha Rowladson was producing
miliary studies of the Humgarian ond  Highland
Rroadsuord  Frercive o Hennye Angeln, Howatt was
designing a sev of six ‘cuts’, very similar in conoepr, of cavalry
Swortd Esercise for the Sporting Mapasine.’ Bl it was not
Howlandson whio cowed Howin imo comedy Perbaps his
close relationship with 3 man who patently did humour so
brilkantly had been inhibiting his own comic muse,
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Howin's fiew known drewing was @ serious one, T was a
jprofile poreret msde in 1779 of o dsinguished kinsman. His
wiwche, Francik Carter (M 6) was @n authodty on Spain,
especilly its literatare and s coins. Caner pulblishesd A
Foeorrwey fromm Gabraitar to Malaga in 1777, reconding his osm
el thiee, snd was eleoed 3 Fellow of the Society of
Anticpaaries in the same year. Howitt's orginal skeech of his
unicle has not survivenl baa theere: B & good engraving by James
Basire. It was insened opposiee the e page 10 volame | of
the second edition of Carer’s book in 17800 Howdtt also
engraved several of his uncle's Spanish views for the book ®

The Howin drswings Gt seen in the public exhibitions
wein Biphal of his mals oulpat: Sy henting, “Pox huning'
and “Coursing the Hare' at the Incorporsted Society of Anists
in 17TE3; “a hunting piece” at the Royal Academy in 1784, He
made many opographical drawings too- the seats of country
gertlermen, and the sights of 1wwn and county mer with
during tours in Britsin - he s not keown o have ravelled
beyond = with companions like Bowlandson and the waggish
house-painter Henry Wigsiead. It is clear from sensible, noa-
humoerus drawdngs that among his fowrs of the 17008 he
tmvelied with Wigsicad and Rowdandson o the Isle of Wight
mnd with Wigsiesd alone through Kemi; and theme seemm o
have been &l least one expedition ino Wales,” Occasionally
he devised a more dramatc composition, such s
highwaymen holding up a sageomach and “Smugglers
alarmed’, the lamer his Acadermny exhibit of 17%4% By the
170 he was esuablishing & credisble epuaton for his
pictures. In 1794 his work was being sdvontised in the pross,
displayed and offered for sale alongside Thomas
Rowlandsons and George Morands in an unidentifled
pentlerman’s exhibition of their pictunes in the showroom of
Mrs Eleanor Lay's art shop st 121 Pall Mall #

The publishers of prings and periodicalbs came o regand
Howitt's sport and topography & marketable. The lausch of
ihe Spowiing Magaine in 1793 by the mdical newspaper
proprsior john Whebde, of Warwick Square near 5t Paul's,
allly of Wilkes and Horme Tooke, opened up a perfe outler
Fior b et i o bidd haodcack dhoatfrig 1o valiste
3 in 1793, and from 1796 his designs were appearing
rm-dlrir (Pl 5. Those alier 1798 were ofien eiched by

ﬂr.lmenf his hanting designs were used by Whehle o
ilhastrane @ 1796 editon of Peer Beckford's Thongibts wpos
Hare and Fox Hienring, & manusl of dog breeding and dog
handling firsst published in 1781, The 20 designs Whebile
boighi froem Howitl in 1794 and 1795 be divened, it seems,
fom his Sporting Mapazine w Beckfoml John Raphad
Smith published five squarinted fnxhunting scenes by Howin
in Februsry 1792 The publisher Samaee] Fores tock froen him
scveral sets of sporting prinis, induding six soemes, pubslished
on 1 Nowember 17964, presemied as apt illestrations of lines
from James Thomson's poem The Seasods, even though
Thasmson's Autumn” sentirnents of 1730 had been distinchy
hostile 1o the chase, ™ Samuel Gosnell of Listle Queen Soreet,
ol Lincoln's Inn Feelds, puldished in serial foem g hege hack
of aponting socnes designed and euched by Howin under the
title The Brinish Sportsman {1798 18007

During the last years of the: century some of Howst's citkes
for the Sporing Magarine began o suggest a lighser noce
Juhn Wheble was a jovial man and biked 10 put examples of
sporting wit and amusing anccdote into his Magazinc.
Soemetames he oormemsssoned Moser oo dlsoae them
Hornpipe leaping over Fepperpod, bis rider drd the farmer’s
sory, ai Lincodn Races o Friskay, 8 Seper 1797, pablished o
the Jammry 1798 ssuc, would have boen o comical plae
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Collings and etched by Howitt, which illustrated with
Imewicshde merriment 3 street brawl berween rwo women,
rivals s the wives and lovers of 4 couple of City iradess.

Thus Samuel Howin was putting his name somewhat
unsxpectedly no the imprints of comic drolls for Johe
Whebde; and, suddenly venturing in 1801 into the
Incdependent publicasion of prints, he began himself o
market carcsures desigeed by such other humorists a8
Rowlandson, John Nixon, and ‘Gilcs Grinagain’.

Howitt was familiar with the wits and wags around
Rowlandson: the satirical poet, John Wolcon (*Peter Pindar’),
Jack Bannister, the comic actor, Henry Wigsteasd, From 17688
official howse painter o the Prince of Wales and @ amsteur
caricaturisd, base Cruikshank, professbons] castcatusist, He
probably formed & Inendship in the e 1790s with George
Murgatroyd Woodward. During the 1 7908 Geonge Woodwand
{knoen smetimes & Mostand George”) bemme associated,
perhaps rather loosely, wich Rowlandson's ser, Woodwand
was o versatile and increasingly populas saisise He lked oo
joke in prose, verse and plorures, but he did not engrave his
own designd. His eady carcatures, for which liaec
Cruikshank was usually emploved as engraver, were mostly
published by William Holland ard Samueel Fores. From 1794
Fores engaged Rowlsndson o each some Woodwerd designs
and the collabortion was lurther promoted by Rowlandson’s
most stalwan employer, Rudolph Ackermann. Howin oo
came i know Woodwand.

Re-erterng Howitt's cincle at the same time was has Brst
oousin Captasin Thomas Willlamson, whose 20-year milizary
career in Bengal had been scuppened when he was onbered
back 10 London in 1798 for writing a leter 1o the Talagrapd
of Calcutta openly critical of government policy. Sinoe this
mm:vmmudtmdm:mmimduhdmmm
tendency’ B he wax retired on halfpay.
PFirsding himself in 1801 without foriune or oocupation, he
set about the workd of erade by opening o shop @ 20 Stand
o sell muwsic (he wrote songs himself) and prings. Like
Samue] Howur, Willlamson was a grest sporsman, having
revelbexl while in India in the animal bunts of the onent, Like
Howin oo, he wes something of sn srviss. Thar Howsin saw,
and copled from, his cousim's Indian sketchbooks i
demonsirated by the appearance in the Sporting Magsive
fromn 1758 of his own versions of Elgharr Hurnting, Amieinpe
Hunting Bufale Hunting and studies of orsenal beass
extrivagantly in the pleasures of Londos and in the sport on
offer beyond it, rather o the neglect of tuer Ry life.
Bedore long Wiliamson began 1o pubdish as well s sell pones,
and his ange extended 1o comic caricatures, mosty supplied
txx him by lsmac Cruikshank:

Ancher figure on the scene was Henry Wigstead's younger
beesther, Willam. Trained by the late Samuel Hooper, ook
publisher of Holbam, and marred 1 Hooper's daughter,
William set up as an ndependent publisher at 40 Charing
Cross i the ke 17%0s, Samuel Howin was always on very
ol terrna with Henry Wigstead, until the kifter's death in
1800, and alsoy with Henry's immediste family. Having been
Beizing a good deal abow Lomdon inothe manner of 2 free-
Irvimg man financially cramped, Howan ok kodgngs for his
famniky an the wop of the house ocoupied by Willkm Wigsiead,
his wife @and his new publishing business. He was thus
brought Into cdose proximiy o the echndcalicles amd
formalies of printing and publishing, and may even have
asaisted in some of William's processes. When the lease and
possessions of 3 hanknaps William Wigsead were sold of by
suctioneerbookseller William Stewart of 194 Fccadilly in

January 1803, they incloded several sets of Howitt's series of
handsome prints encitled The Brinsh Sportsman, ten sets of
his Cowrsing. 128 wmpecified “Prook snd Ewchings by
Howin', and & number of copperplates of Howin's work,
wendy mine racing scenes among them. ' b suggests &
prosfessional colliboramon betaeen Howitt and Wigstead,
perhaps an unrealised project o publish a Howin volume.
Temped by the emmple of rends and relations, Samuel
Howin himscll cdged Inio the publication of prns. He
pertaps ntended] his cusput 0 be dominued by his own
serious SpOrting pectures. Bur by 1801 he, like Williamson, was
pubdishing nonsportng carcatunes and stices. & prncipal
motive was no doube fnancial Publishing was @ ressonahly
gendemanly cocupation and he fels the need 10 Increase his
carnings. Mot only was his own lifestyle G from frugal, there
were heavy expenses involved in the medical wralning which
i s Thaomas hiad juss embarked on in Lancaster, aned he b
dsughsens spproaching marriagesble age The cldest. Harnen,
:pﬂlpldmﬁbﬂum by voung Geomge Jackson

His brother-in-liw  Bowlandson proved  willing i:u
Howitt's conversion o0 oomedy. He entrusted severl of his
owmn comic designs o Howin, snd others o Willlamaon, On
1 Judy 1802 Howit, now residing in Panton Street, beside the
Havmarket, published A Seep i @ Bage and Who's Misress
Mo, o typical Rowkandson quips. In the first an angry and
jeslons obed tailor clips the locks of 3 pretty gid (his young
wifie?} who has been flirting with the apprentice; the second
Ectures & young servant gid trying on the fine cothes of te
Ladly oo the house, On 18 July Howln published The Corporal
i ol quesertery, which was an aclaptation of 8 Rowdandson
design originally featusing a young student enjoying the
comforts of his landlonds kitchen and pretty daaghter, 15
Mowltt probably made the adapiastion and eiching himsell
His version replaced] the student with a soldier, mone sopical
perhaps for the months when the Treary of Ameens brought
a weboome but semporany relaxanon 1o 3 jitery British army

Johin Mo, affluens brish factor of Rasingtall Street, amateur
actor and smatewr anisg, wes § cose fiend of Rowlsndson.
Oweer the vears Niwon produced many cincatunes. Rowlendon
et soime of dvern, and even published one o o of them
himseif, In 1802 Samuel Howant published Nmon's Gy
Fageaarr, a comical depiction of the oocasion when the Lord
Mayerr af London, grocer Sir John Farner, hosted a visit g0 the
city by the Primoe of Waies; an enthus lastic citisenry got mither
ot oo Fund and the: unfirtenee Earmer made a pasifully poos
fist of coneroling & restive: horse

Homdm's main peovider of drlls was ‘Glles Grinagain', The

:
:
:
!
:
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i

Horwin himself must have played a leading mole. His exching
rodle i cemainly devectable in many of the resals. The
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tasic kevel of humour s perhaps rypified by The Bapid Efects
af the Cheliembam Wiarers of 18 Ocober 1801: having
sampled the saber of the popular Gloucesienshire spa a line
of genidlemen and adies i queulng in clamowning snd wrgent
need cutside the: sull-closed pamp-room laonines (P E).

From the spring of 1801 to the summer of 1802 a senes of
Grirdygekin satires was publihed by Samuoel Howitt, either
from 15 Queeen Street, Scho, or from & Panion Street,
Haymarker. They were wide-mnging social jokes. The
Indignart Tar of 25 Apeil 1801 pictures a sailor glving
evidence bhefowe a2 magistrate against three acoused
roughans. T convict them, explins the magistrate, the
witness will have 1o sweear they khad pur hiem fn bodily fedr,
"Ther Di—n my cyen if | convict them”, excliims the sallor; bhe
would have decked theee doren such mscals, he claims, o
they hadn't taken him by surprise. The Ripid Codector of 20
June 1802 shows a wmaman demanding money of 3 boy
playing with a toy coach and horses, under the ‘New
#sncssment on Carrages & Hores kept for Measure’. The
taemen poines oul that the boy's seving on fndder bills will
enable him bener 1o afford the ax, and besides he is also
Hiabse o hiis. use of ‘Armorial Bearings' (P19).

How far such jokes represent Samuel Howitr's own win we
canndd iy, bt it was hin name which put them imo the
maricot. The run of Howitt's ‘Grinagaln’ caricatnes ended
suddenly In the middle of 1802, The existing coppenplaes,
desigrs and relaied materal were disposed of 0 Samuel
Fores, who was o reissue a basch of the satires in 1804
Howin himsell prompy withdres: from comendy and gqui as
@ publisher of prints.

The probable cause was domestic dsarrey. His marriage of
23 years fell apan. From 1802 his wife Hved in & ste of
separation from me and has indusiriousty earmed for herself
a separare property”, 1T Her mesms of independence from
abonst 1805 uniil the 18308 was an income made fom e
running of a printshop in Wardour Street

arnuel’s affair had begun some years bedore. Nothing &
of Miss Morley, his mistress, Had she been a
married worman & child might perbaps have been smuggled
into the existing Morey family. The choice of Blizsheth as the
lisile giel's name suggests her mother was also Elizabeth, clse
Mirs Howin's own name might surely have been avolded.
“Whether Howitt's urpabkerish adulbeny; wich the consequent
double-ife thrill of new and dandesine love, produced i
him a euphoric and crestive relesse we can hardly determine
bt i i coincide with his j@untier anistc period

Presumably Mrs Howi discovered in 1802 the continuing
infidelity of her hushand and the extsience of a lovechild,
now seversl years old. The masmtage broke up, M Howin
mowed with her childeen, probably firs 1o Brighton where
the wedding of Harriet and Geomge Jackson ook plece in
Augusa 1804.® Then she reumed 10 London e set up her
printshop, Samuwel's immediace moverrenils s not kown, i
st likehy thiat he lneedd wiith the Mowrheys. His htle daughter
sonk the name Mo, It may hove been she who danced so
well with Henry Boln - 8 veritable “Venus and Adonis’ - 1 a
chikdren's dancing academy in 1810." She conainly Ngured,
‘my chdest daughter Blizbeth Howitt otherwise Elizbeth
Modey', as sole begates of his 1823 will,

In 1770 Samuel Howin must have seemed an excellent
carch for Hizabeth Rowlandson, Eliabeth's brother Thomas,
newly out af the Roval Acsderny Schools, was fnding his feet
in the art workd. Her Brher, nainously hankrupied in 1759,
was rrading, profitabdy at st bun speculmively, a5 3 hosier in
Rictmana, Yorkshire
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To generations of Howims had been conspicuously
sucoesshal haberdashers and doth-drawers in London. The
First Thomas (c1701-1753) prospered in St Swighin's Lane and
roaped the roward of & desirable out-oftown retreat whick
becume knovwn 68 “Howits Farm’ on tee north side of West
Hill in Wardtswonth® As his formidable widow and oo
daughters (both admitted o te Haberdashers' Company)
ook charge of the family business, now in Comhill 2! his son,
the second Thomas, was prospesing independenily in Broad
Sireet and by about 1762 was able to retiee from Ciy tracle
and scitle with a comforiable wealth in fGshionable
Hackney® Samuel was born next b the Pay Office in Brosd
Sireet and bapissed in the chunch of 5 PFeter Le Poer, several
hundoed yards down the speer, on 2 Apell 17568 Bun afier
infancy b was brought wp in Heckney, Thone, intended by
his father for o genileman, he wis given the appropisie
educaon and leisuwre parsais, induding shooing, s hing
and skeiching. The Hackney marshes and the hanks of the
Riwer Lea wene his training grounds.
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His father died indesace in about 1779 His mother thus
mired comrol of cossiderable funding, part of which she no
doslbn made available 1o Semuc] and his sister Hasriet, her
only surviving childoen, Grandisther Fleatham died at 8 gres
age in his house at Totenham st about the same time; his
testamentary bequest i Samuel was 82500 in South Sea
annuaities 10 b wranserred when the young man reached 25
(that is, in 1781), or sooner if his mother and the execator
themaghut A3 it seerms likely that Samusel's entry Inio sediock
on 2 Ocwober 1779 an 5t James's Piocadilly inggered an early
transder of this forune and enabled Samuel 1o ke his new
wife (o lve in some style in the commndious *Burnt Howse”
mear Chigwell, Essex, in good sponing coumry and close oo
Epping Fores, ™

The poments looked favourable for 3 happy and
unembarrassied  married life. Bul signs of difficulty soon
appeared, Elizabeth started a large family and the rearing of
children (ifl they survived) had wo be paid for Samuel was
determined 8o Hve in 4 manner suitable to his presamed
staius and indulged exravaganily in the pastimes e loved
#nd in the lavish enserainment of his fiends, Henry Angelo
was one who enjoyed his generous hospitality, noting the
venison shot by Samuel In the Forest and buichered by
Samuel in his own kiichen ® The income, however, though
nod inconskderable, was nod equeal 1o the grandear. The Burne
House was soon given up, movths of London lodgngs began
= 380 Cndordd Street in 1783, 8 Covenery Strest in 1784 — and
Howin was ohliged o ook abow for weys (o cam money:

He accepred the good offices of Angelo o sccure the
position of deming master an the eachative school in Listle
Ealing run by D Samuel Goodenough (ker Bsbop ol
Carliske): ten sons of the nobility and gemry, 100 guineas a
year, pupils 10 bring their can beds. Angelo was the school's
fencing-master. Howin's fondness and clent for dmwing
snimals snd birds may have weighed with the nacural hisoory
enthusien Goodenough, who was w beoome the s
Tressiurer of the Linnean Socety in 1788 and was perhaps
lready a1 work on his compleve list of the Linnean
Momenclarure, theough all the clhsses fom Mammalia o
Lapides” 17 Bun for the spoiled, fickle snd improvident Howin
the effiort of journeys out 1o Ealing onor or rwvioe a week 1o
teach drwing o sech small boys & Lord 'William Henry
Cavendish Scoir Beninck. second son of the Duke of
Postland, quickly becarne  intolerable. “When  winter
approached’, recalled Angedo, ‘and the day was wet or cold,
he thought it inconvenien: o him w leave his Rreside,
The oppomunistic, mnk-conscious Angelo sew o Faling a
chance for the notkoe of the nobility: but Howin, confident
that be was not going 0 be reduced permanently 1o the
hawking of his art, ‘did nat think heyond the dey'® and sadly
neghected pupilh who might one day be afluen, influential
and cultured enough o buy phciures.

After six months with a dissatified Dr Goodencugh,
Samuel was persusded o withdraw alogether from the
expenses of London and move w the Yorkshire town ol
Elimabeth’s wpbringing: Richmond. His incomings would
stretch fBnher in dekshiee and it s possibde thar money from
family investments was sufficient for Norh Riding lving. We
know thar he did manage 10 supplement his income by
selling drwings of local mansions to their propicton or o0
publishers planning llustrated copogmphical surveys. For
insance, he sold pioures of Laningion, near Barnard Castle,
andl Clints, mear Marske, 1o their owners. Engravings afier
these drawings were subsequently published in 1790 by
Willkam Angus in his sevies The Seats of the Nobiliy and
Gontry dn Grownd Bridain e Wiales, Six of Howin's North

were published by Chardes Bivlor of Halbom over the penod
Jenumry 1791 e January 1792 as part of The Elegaw
Reprository and Neww Pring Magazing ™ There might have
been somme oppORUREY 100 e untEing employment & &
drawing-master. It was not unknoem for an aniss, in inerant
mawde, 1o sell noc only plorures of an estace /o ks propriesor,
st elrawing bessons fore the man's children,

In 1788, Blizabeih's father, bankrupbed & scoond tlme,
resurned 1o London, and the Bowitts followed him ¥ There:
were more shos-tenm lodgings, firstly in Maryicbone, then
back o Odd Comipton Street; and more babies. ¥ Birabeth
drudged and mesde do domestically Samuel sporied,
shesched pnd eochel. A new baech of snmuites (some in orust
for his daughter Harnet) bogueathed by the will of his
maoher who died in 1797 gave tmely relie 2

Before: long Samuel Howirt met and #ell in ove with Mis
Modey In spite of a background of Quaker moralicy and
reapectable trade, 8 wisp of scandal had abresdy fallen on the
Howitss, and the mother who hed grown up as Cuuskor
Blizsheth Fieatham lived long encough 0 see |L Samuel's sisper
Harrier ke firss married the wealthy young merchant John
Pansl Berthon. He died suddenly, aged just 33, m June 1792,
leaving Harriet a widosy with e small dasughters. Robert
Lewis was Berthoa's wncle and & man of some sanding: &
director of the Equitable Assurance Compary, a chaplun in
orcinary o the Frince of Wales, and the recior of Chingfond.
Leswis was an executor of Berthon's will. He knew the widow's
warth and, although she was 18 years his junior and a nicoe
clearly falling within  the church™ peoscription of
consangulmity, be marted her. Robert Baddyl Lewss, the firse
child of the mamage, was conceived by September 1793, well
imsade the rwopear period of mowming expeced by the
comeentions of respectabiling® There st have been some
cpiscopal dispensation. lewis was gven no further chunch
preferment, but he remadned recor of Chengfied, married oo
Harmier unail bis dheaah in 1827.%

ow greathy the distressing rupture of Samueel Howin
his wifie, amd his subsequent unorthodox: menage,
shaschoed his family we can only geess, but it lose him the
Irendship of Thismes Rowkandson,!” knocked the hurmous
out of him, inspired in ham a mone eamest application, and
Iheerabced, afver che indtial trauma, the most ndustrious and
saccessful period of his art,

From 1802 to 1810 he contrbubed surprisingly Bt to the
Sporting Magawmine (only Deer in 1B04), ot he seems o have
been almost continucasly &t work. He produced 50
Miscellamenis etchings of animals in 1805, and he and
Williamson wene already developing the Captain's Irdian
sherhes of casern bioodsponts into a mare orgunised suneey:
Howidn, the betver anist, did the mmproving adapiasions. They
ook thelr resulls o the young engraver and publisher
Edward Orme of New Bond Smeet, at the start of his noable
career in the procucion of colour-plase books, To Omme they
sold the iden of a series of prints iBustrating the sposes of the
Easi, a chosce o e made from the best of Howitlt's
rewnrkings. These were w be stipple engraved with squaring
by the: relishde craftsmen Henr Merke, Thomas Vieanes and
Joshua Hamble, The lenerpress would be written by
Willsmson. Forty large prints wene 0 be issoed n 20 pars
over the period 1805.7. Though artistically enextracedinany,
these alien soenes were colourful and appealing cumsosities for
British sportsmen  and, when they appeared, wene
immedistely popalar. A collected edition of Oriemtal Meld
Spors, being a complete, detailed, and acoumane description
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o Wil Spewss f the East, dedicated to the King, was hroughe
o in 1T (A 100, A smaller, rwo-volume edision follosed in
1608, The narmative of each picure is presented with
speciacle and verve: Shootimg @ feopard in @ free, for

ple, in which h with elepl ol elogs have
cornered g doomed big cal; Charing @ tger aorons & river,
following the desperate srempt of the distantly seen guarry
o escape a lange hunting party; Suflals of bay, capturing the
stirring deflance of a large bufasle wnder fire from purs snd
spearmen on clephants.
Orme also published in 1807 a selection of 20 Howin
designs, engraved by Merke, Vivares, James Godby and
orhers, under the tide Arinisd Feld Sporrs, Tiles given in

B0 Haraivgg in O Bagfitin. Hand-roloseed Schng and sgusting bs Henn
Misrke. from a design by Thomas Wiliamson @d Howin, 571 47 8 om.
Pl 0 Gl Mol Soorve. | |amuary 1507, Brosh Maseum

B Mt Aoy, Emggrwend] bay o Soomt, alier s design by Hosag,
L8 x L2% o Fublishod i the Speeiing Magasioe, vl 35, B30
Biiad Muscum

11 Falfome deve, wnilibedd. Waierooloer, 131 0 1599 om Brisk Masesm

13 Wipisd s Ergravesd by Grifiths, sher o design by Howis,
I w2 Tom Published i S Sporieeg eagenme T840 Brmish Moo

French as well & English in the imprings of Crienital Flald
Spowes and Britich Field Sports suggest either an appeal o
wxiles in Britsin fom Mapoleonic Furope or thar some
continenital sales were anticipated in spite of the war

Fram January 1E09 Orme began with Howit A Sew Wik
af Amimals, principally designed from ihe works of Aesap,
ey et Phacsecirics, pusblished in serial form. The collected
volume with 100 plares, all designed and etched by Howatt,
came ot im 1811 New hstratons of fbles were
cirnmbskoned from dme o dme. Howdin's (rend Charles
Careon |unéor had worked with EF Burney on designs for
John Gan's Fables in 1793 - at the time when Blake 100 was
engraving places for an edition of Gay, freely interpreting the
wark of carlier desigrens, Thomas Rewick soukd be a1 work
on Acsop from 1612 o 16818 Howiet's innovation was o
chaase s Pom wnous Bblesmiers in whech amimals, not
hvamans, were ceniral figures: and 10 use thedr nanmatives is 3
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vethicke w show off 3 Fange of bexsts whose forms, festures
@nd expressions he would present with realistic scoumcog
There was 10 be no perscnificstion of the animals even if they
spoe and beboved snthropomorphically n e original
ssones. In his introdeciony adverisement o the New Work of
Avpimials Orme rather immoderately chimed that Howitr's.
mt'hurmrhzﬁ:rrlmmhwm.ﬂiﬁﬁﬂ'.

Edward Orme had been one of the partnership which in
1806 published Charles Bell's Eoays on ibe Anasiomy of
Expression in Frinting.® The dsangushed anatomist Bell

there of antists wha introduced inio the feansres
of animals human expressions which were beyond their
anatomical capacity: eapression in beasts ‘i merely an
sccessory of the motion natural to the accomplishment of
mmnmuma—-m'.ﬂmm
conformed v Bell, His animals are convincing &s copies of
mature and are proficently even impressively, drssn, But
there ix no light-heartedness, even in the bear upsetting
bechives, or 2 wolfl kaning through a fence oo sloe up o sow.
oung Elizsbeth Howint woukl search her father's book in
vain fod charnm and hiimou.

Both Howitt and Williamson offersd the publishers their
separate wisdom and experience on fishing. Edward Orme
ok Willamaon's The Anglevs Mrde Mecwom, while Howitt's
Angler’s Mamual or Covcise Lessoons of Expenienice wan
handled by Samuel Bagser, the Strand boolseller, both Ao
Eppesring n 1608

Feoen Jamery 1809 1o Augest 1810 Rudolph Ackermann
regualarly book Howite animal and gporting peines wo illusrase
his Reposifory of Arts, Litenature, Commeros, Mamigfiaciurs,
Feesbiors and Poditics. There wis no sign ol 3 reconcillation
berween Howin and Thomas Rowlandson, but Ackermann
was 3 businessman as well as Rowdandson's main employer,
and chose aot oo lose good, iscreasingly popular material
simply because of a porsonal grevanoe.

Williamson's sucoess was not long bistng. Black, Parry and
Kingesbury publlished in 1810 his Easi e Vade Mecum,
miended as 3 helpful guade o the mamy Britons who wenz
ermharking on milicery or civil service in the far east. Edward
Orme engaged him for the letterpress of The Costurme end
Caentoens of Aoclern fnalia from a Colifechion of Drausngs by
Chaarles Doyley of 1813, But the Capeain's decline inao debt
and consequent fight oneo the continent ended in 1817 with
a s ohingary from Pans: Aganst the English church here is
sruck up a otice of the deach of Caprain Willismson leaving
a wife and seven children dessituge,™®

On 26 Pobruary 1810 Howit wyoic from Temworth in
Warwicichire bovan unidentified publisher: Having Boely anodd
times made 3 few Plates of Sponing Subjects which | canmo
suppose would oo suin your magazine, which | conszantly see
= 1 am induced o offer you the Profierence of them. They baee
5 yei never been seen = | endose berewith o Proofl of each -
‘o will see and judge whesher they sre wonth the mie of £3-
136 each b0 you, 5L I i sempting 10 suppose them offered o
the Sporing Mapanine, His contrbutions o that periksdical
esared in 1810, (with plae no. 11) afier & siv-yesr lipse, with
Spawniel fusbivg @ woodcock snd feeriel sartng a bare,
Howin's business in Tamworth, indecd his geographical
minernenis during these years, are unkoown. Tunsorth, for
n=ance, might be visited en mde 1o Lancaster where his son
Thoenas had a maedical peactice in Penny Sareet, 2 new wife
Mancy and a first son, bom in March 18099

Momict's onimals  and  sporss were being widely
disseminated. Orme ressued  his  Heirish
collection of seventy plates in 1812; and in 1814 published
Forwign Aeld Sports with 110 engraved plates after dessgns

by John Heawiside Clark, JA Atkdrson and Godtfried
Manskirch, but mostly by Howiet

Howitt was firnding himsell increasingly specislizing in
ratural hisiory studies, alongide motable practitionen. Ble
Jarmes de Care Sowerby, William Lewin and Sydenham Teak
Edwards. The emphasis was on the scence, not the: spor, of
wildlife, Many of his parons of the eardy 19th century were
members of the beamed societies. Willam Bullock, George
Graves, the Revd William Bingley, and Walver Fawkes were all
Fellows of the Linmean Socery, Personal recommenclations.
among such men brought wonhwhile commissions.

Famibiar 3z he was with the common fauna of his eardy
aporting soenes, Howin was able i creste them largely from
his own knowledge and from his imaginsiion (Pl 12). B

and accuracy were Uhe roguirements of
genilemen schokers, The Gl representation of ladividual
specimens of wildlife, many of them foreign, was for alla very
serious work. To accomplish it he needed models. He could
draw froem the lifie at the "Royal menagecie” 21 Exeer ‘Change
ini the St a1 the Tower of London, in George Wombwell's
avelling mensgerie, and in other privase collections. He
might, withour plagtarisen, find wsable detall in the drewings
and prings of athers. Bat it s clear that, like other nataralist
artists, he copied mamserous examples from soulfied anémals <
athough Thomas Bewick, for one, clalmed o achieve »
much betier scouracy from newly shot specimens, many of
which were being sml bt him © Howin's [riend 'Wiliam
Wigstead had owned “Twehe snuffed Birds, in ghass caes, and
& squirrel, diteo’ ¥ and we may be sune that Howstr made
drawings of them. The natural hisory section of the British
Museum contained 2 good deal of wxidermy The stuffied
creaturcs of the Levenan Musecum, near the south end of
Backfriars Bricge, might be subjecied 10 study wncil their
dispersal in 1806, The muscum of the Bast India Company in
Lesdenball Sreer was esublishing sn cutstanding collection
of omiental specimens. 5Some gentlemen, such s the
anatomist Joshua Brookes, of Blenheim 5ot (now Remilles
Street), Sobo, had impressive private muscums and
collections. P of more importance b0 Howdlt sene the
wildlilie cases and exhibiss among the am, eshnography and
armour ot Willlam Bullock’s Museum in Piccadilly.

Mrwdin was often in Bullock's. W know e was there, for
example, 1o make several drawings of the Platimes Anadtimes
(duck-hilled platypus) exhibiced in the Egypian Hall in
March 18149 Whas is more, he sent in his 1614 offering
{Desd game’y for the Royal Acodemy Exhibition from
‘Bullock’s Museum, Plecadilly’, which ralses o suspécion that
for a pime he may even have oooapied one of the dwelling
apartments on the site® Willkm Bullock commissioned
drawings from Samuel Howirt to ifustrate his annual
Compersion guide o the musewns; over 30 Howis designs
were used in the Compeanion of 1809, the year of its opening
st 22 Pecadilly (afver being Rrst st the Bulkock Bmily home i
Shefficld and then for oight years in Liverpool). & Bullock's

. purpose-basilt Egypaian Hall farther 1o the west on Flocadilly,

with its striking templec] facade, opened o great scclaim in
1812 with HMowitts again conspéouous in the Comparrion %
The theee volumes of Srindh Ormabology {1811-1821),
compiled by Geonge Graves, contsned iBustirations of binds
by Howitt, some of these, for examphe, the egret and the
prarmigan, copied from Bullock specimens#®  Hosdin
proclisced mos of the seventy plates, oo, in Wemois of
Brigish  Quadrupeds by the Revd Willam  Bengley,
erochesipsiicnl naturaliss of Chardotte Street, published in
London in 16059 by 8 growp which again included Crme; “The
plates, which are very numerous, contain, for the most pam,
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admirable representations of the animals”, repomed che
Furmpwan Magstzire of December 1809, ‘and they ame
Infimively the more interesting from the circumstance of their
having been all evecuted from originel drasings.”

Walter Fawhes of Famdey Hall, near Leexls, was a stnch
parron of MW Turner His enthustastic inerest in wildlide
irapired him g0 undertake sevenal large natural histony
projects. With other membsers of his Bmily he assembled an
‘Oenithological Collection’, five albums of noves on British
birds, with specimen festhers, pictures of eggs and
ilustrative watercolour drawings. lts amangement followed
im general the sequence of Bewick's Migiory of British Hings,
a copy of which was cul up lor inchusion, there were also
several Bewick pendl sketches, OF the 4% watercolours, 20
were provided by Tames, and 13 were done by Samuel
Howin, icluding 8 sparrowhewk, nightingale and long-
legped plower. Howin also designed frontispieces and cther
ilustrations for Faskes's mane genenl Symops of Natural
History, not completed undll 1823, Howitt's ©

Ieasiness in Jesrym Soreer and Fiocadilly uncil 1819 and them ao
28 Leadenhall Street, close to the East India Company
Musrum. Reddell spems o have pumsed a profitable sideline
i theer mwiore general dealing of curkosities, Incduding
lm,dﬁehﬂmmnﬂmﬂumﬂmﬁ
Howin's model for the seadner Angoderenis (Valnunne fish esgle
ar Palm-mat vulhere of South Africa, properly Gupobiendas
angoiess) he had found among the specimens of the “Mus
Lever', or Leverisn Museum; for the spiny foem of the
Madsgasear veniec hve went 10 Mr Brooks's Muscum'.

It seems clear that Howiit became commendably
assiduous in the acsdemic smdy of animals, with 2 real
concem for both range and scousacy, and wis earning & solid
repuastation for such work. Sportiness gave wary to scholarship.
He was working on the features of bessis and bicds
throasghous his final years, Posthumousty published by
Rodwedl & Martin in 1524 was a set of Briosh fauna, drwn
ard etched by Homitt, ander the title The Sritich Prierce.

from Fawhes during the Regency pesiod probably amse
thiroaugh the sgency of Willkam Bullock. Cenainly some of the
subjects were copied from Bulkock specmens, @

The Paul Mellon collection inchedes an album of 61 animal
drawings by Howitt, moatly in watercolosr, a few of his
Il.ltl:hlhjlhl&dh:nl“TthmHhh:qummh
London has 2 volumse of 71 “orginal Deawings of Binds by
Howin, one dated 1821 Animals and birds are cach
idencified by Lasinate terms. In these and other skenchbooks
maany o the sheets bear Howitt's annotations reconding the
location of the original specimen, or clae as copied from ‘Life”
(ncluding his own Persan caf). The name “Bullock®
predominstes. Lesdhesters’ oooars i vamous spellings, and
these creatunes were presumably sketched on the premises of
Berjamin Leadbeater of 19 Brewer Swoet, whose Eamily frm
Iwecarme the leading taxidermises and nasural hisory sgents of
London. Among the providers of his modcl Howst names
the young naturalst Biward Griffith, the Africa explorer and
millecior of plants and animal skins William Borchedl, and
Mejor Charles Hamdhon Smith, whio, hesstes being uneil 16820
an active sobdier with long service in the West Tndies and
Meorth America, was a keen antist of animal subjects. ‘Reddells'
{or 'Raidells’, “Riddles’) was given as snother source, This
probably meant George Reddell, a well-respected gunsmdth
aned swerrd cutler = ‘a Etle Man with an innocent, powdered,
upright head' and one-time friend of Barsoloezi = who did

I Hlemiry Angi, Rosiirivarces of
Hanry Angato, 2 vk, landon,

A P enmnple baah Svrw @ shdin
VIR, |1 ppd S, T {190
wdn

2 Jrsbusa Plestham, 158517999

The individual publication dates of these pictures of
indigennes crestures, including heron, badger, oot and
maoorhen, rnge (rom | December 1822 w0 | November 1623,

hdm':htmmhmﬁnﬂdlihnﬂr
1623 for 3 work in an exhibition of deawings and engravings
by Biritinh artists at @ Soho Squans “Wapit Deer: a8 usual, vwery
chever” (M 13). He died ai 303 Chalion Strect, St Pancras in
Febwuary 1523 and was burled at 5t Pancrss Old Church
Somers Town was an cxpanding suburk of new-built
properties, inexpensive and unsman, bun where he could
checline in olerable comior. Elizabeth, his cherished narural
daughter, & yot unmarmicd, was probably supedntending his
heonaschodd untll the end. She was the only relation to benefit
oo s will,

‘A mere copier of nature @n never produce any thing
grea”, said Reynolds in the course of an Academy lecture, ‘can
never i and enlirge the conceptions, or wasm the hean of
the spoctator. Howitt copeed nature ragher well, IF he never
produced anything o saelsfy the aniste ideals of the Acadermng
it pictures muse often have cheened the bearts of Georgian
pertemen. Howit's neputation and popalanity as an effective
portrayer of sports amd animals have remaired comisently
high aned hie takes a place in the forefront of British sporting
and ankmal artises. For over 40 years he enbightened his public
with images of the raaral workd. Only for 3 period of four
years did he try to malee it laugh.
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