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MONTHLY REVIEW,

For JUNE, 1793.

Anr. I. Travels through Swiferland, Italy, Sicily, the Greek Iflands,
to Conflantinople; through Part of Greece, Ragufa, and the Dal-
matian Ifles; in a Series of Letters to Pennoyre Watkins, Efquire,
from Thomas Watkins, A.M. In the Years 1787, 1788, 1789.
8vo. 2 Vols. pp.451. 365. 125, Boards. Cadell. 1792.

URING the ages of ignorance, and while the intercourfe
: between different countries was little cultivated, fo manv
&m:hingl prefented themfelves to the view of the earlieft
tra the reafon of which they could not comprehend,
that every obje&t aflumed, under their pens, a wonderful
appearance. efe wonders, however, gradually diminith-
ed as favage antipathies wore out, and as men of diftant lands
grew more familiar with each other ; and they at length funk
. down to ordinary occurrences, by the difcovery that the fpecific
charadters of human nature are the fame every where ; and that
obfervable varieties are imprefled chiefly by climate and local
circumftances, which influence education, religious notions,
and modes of government. We are therefore much better
leaft for the fake of novelty—in attending a fenfible
obferver from ftage to ftage, to pick up thefe varieties, and to
trace the fources of them, than in fuffering our attention to be
wholly employed, at the moft celebrated places, on forms of
government, defcriptions of courts, palaces, galleries of pic-
tures, and flatues. Thefe fubjeéts have been thoroughly ex-
haufted ; while, till of late years, the people have been in a great
meafure overlooked ; and every object, when well defcribed,
is anticipated, and circumfcribes the labours of thofe travellers
who undertake the detail of new tours.

Mr. Watkins is an agreeable companion ; and journeying
with him on paper is fo ealy a mode of conveyance, that we'
regretted the parting with him at the laft ftage. It isan old
obfervation, that every book fhould be complete in idkglf, with-
. Ver. x1. K oyt
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Art. XV. Philefophical Tranfations of the Royal Saciety of Londen.
For the Year mpcexciin. Partl. gro. 8s. fewed. Elmdey.

‘Narurar Hristory, &c.
Defeription of the Double-borned Rbinocerss of Sumatra. By
r. William Bell, Surgeon at Bencoolen.

R. B, gives a particular defcription, illuftrated by three
drawings, of the fhape, fize, and parts of this rhinoceros :
of his manners the writer of the paper feems to have gathered
no intelligence. It appears that the hide is not fo good a

fubftitute for defenfive armour in this as in the other fpecies.

Defeription of a Species of Chartodom, called by the Malays, Ecan
. Bonna. By the (ame,

The fkeleton of this fith, of which Mr. B. gives a figure,
is marked by one very fingular circumftance; many of the
bones have tumors which are not exoftofes from difeafe, but are
always found in this fith. The purpofe of thefe enlargements
is not obvious, T hey are (pongy, foft, and full of oil.

Aeccount i[ Jime Difcoveries made by M.Galvani of Bologna;
with Experiments and Obfervations on them. In two Letters®
from M.Volta to Mr. Cavallo.

Dr. Galvani’s treatife on the power of eleflricity to excite
mufcular motion, different papers in the ltalian journals, and,
ftill more, Dr.Valli’s letters, as they fucceffively appeared in
the Fournal de Phyfigue, drew the attention of philofophers to
an order of fafls appirently altogether new. +Volta’s pur-
pofe in thefe letters is to give a fketch of this difcovery, as
far as it had been carried in ltaly, at the time of their date;
and, as experiments relating to the fame fubject are likely to
fall frequently under our notice, it will be proper, by way of
introdutlion to future intelligence, to give a full account of the
prefent communication.

Dr. Galvani, having prepared a frog fo that the legs were
connefted with the lower part of the fpine (feparated from the
reft of the body,) only by the crural nerves laid bare, obferved .
that very lively movements were excited in the legs, whenever
fparks were drawn under certain circumftances, from the
prime conduor of an eletrical machine, not on the body of
the animal, but on any other fubftance. The neceflary cir-
cumftances were, that the prepared frog fhould be in conta&
with, or placed near to, fome pretty large piece of metal or other
good conductor of eleétricity. The experiment fucceeded better
when the animal lay between two conduéling fubftances, one
placed near the legs, and the other near the diffeled nerves;

' ® Thefe letters are written in French.
and
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