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King Edward vy

no good end.! The letter exudes pessimism, byt |;
mind is portrayed more vividly in the Ict; 'S true fr,
Dudley Ward a few days later:

rer: rod

er he Wrote ¢, "
My beloved, I couldn’t be more gloomy or (e
: ¥ Preses

am tonight, and I'm oh! so dcsperatf:l}; sad aEdLTLdT
missing and oh! wanting you and wanting oh! One]
precious little Fredie!! I naturally want you mﬂ‘i't

against it all as [ am now, sweetheart, as | dt_“.; love yoy [,
you so, and although I loathe Xmas as festival you loye

1 ; yet it dore-
somehow suege % F )es
ggest happiness, and it’s so ironica EVEryone

wishing me a happy Xmas . . . Surely they must know that |

can’t possibly ever be in the teeniest way happy when '
away from my Fredie??

5'1;;:'; J‘

:!". ".-j]"l.-'l'
Eﬂ hadh Ty
When ' ..

This was his blackest moment of the tour. Reading’s robus:
reassurance that the visit was of immense importance and was
‘doing real good — infinitely more than you think’? came 2t 2
moment when the crowds had been responding more enthusiasti-
cally and the Prince’s morale was in some measure restored. The
Viceroy reported in February that the Prince ‘really does feel that
his trip has done and is going good’.* He overstated his case. The
Prince really did feel, and continued to feel, that the trip had been,
on the whole, a futile enterprise. But he was ready to accept
that some Indians had been favourably impressed, some B_rit:ls_h
heartened. He even began to feel a modest measure of pride in his
achievements. ; —

As in Australia, physical exhaustion cantnl_:»uted to h.li | ¥
pression. He slept badly during the interminable journeys by idl:;
stayed up too late, ate too little, drank and smoked meH;il;f =
always overdid the exercise. ‘HRH’s present method ;eak d:;.wn
ported his doctor, ‘is such as may involve a complete d; ved of
of his whole nervous system.” One trouble was th?t’l fEﬂ out of
Freda Dudley Ward’s companionship, he got very Eﬂ z 1t
the tour. Confronted by the great archaeolﬂg}ﬁall Il ought neve’
he remarked gloomily to Lady Birdwood: ‘T},“S % Elt; ot Kandy I
to have been dug up.’”® The famous Buddhﬂ Sd tog piece 'hﬂﬂ:‘j
Ceylon ‘isn’t a tooth at all, merely a sordid, dirty hich in¢ ”_‘i_ﬂ
Then there was a ghastly procession 0

f Elephanl-‘ili RS
: . . , | ally na
native dancing and hideous noises, which was reaty
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« only exception was the Taj Mahal, Ay,

Ao t,"un"“""h‘ he told Queen Mary that it had ¢

by Bripped me

ver forpet what I've seen IHHJ}FJII’. e even paid
o it = '8 "‘;r;“:”"l."m'}:“ Thomas remarked, ‘against 'ffr;.:]l:h;;
|d have bettec heavily . T
Hlﬂ.?lm‘ of the tragic ””"H’L"l“"” Ihl_’l Four,” wrote [ ord Cromer
s that HH”.:H, I.IHI .”;",“Y .TI,I on big H:illlr shooting or shooting
of any killul. ' Tragic is I?Lr*]i””i Y00 strong a word, but to the
ndian princes, :H'hn :II‘IVLH!{.: Hulmtmp; WIIIh :ul.:1|rr|u.':.r mysti
Jenificance, the Prince’s Iﬂrillﬁtﬂ.:m..tt Hi‘.lf”lf‘.tl inexplicable, In Nepal
fortunes were squandered in setting up 2 big-game camp; the Prince
ferred to wander around with a shotgun looking for jungle
fowl, or better still, to exercise his polo pony in a nearby clearing,
I was a great disappointment to the Maharaja, Piers Legh told his
ather. It was a great disappointment to Legh too. ‘Everything is
acrificed to polo, which the Prince is mad about,” he wrote
wesentfully, ‘We consequently don’t get as much shooting as we
should.” Polo, pig-sticking and steeplechasing were indeed the
Prince’s greatest pleasures in India. Yet even on the polo ground
he could not escape from his role: in Jodhpur the young players
had been told to treat him gently and only on his insistence did
they relax and ride roughly against him; in Mandalay his team
won a competition, ‘though it’s become such a farce this cup
business as somehow it’s always arranged that I should win ...
and I do loathe it114
 His morale was not improved by periodic carping from Buck-
ingham Palace, George V was disconcerted to see photographs
of the Prince wearing blue overalls with white tunic = ‘A most

raordinarily ugly uniform . . . The regulations ought never t0

w altered without my approval.”” He felt “little short of

! when he read that, at Lucknow, the Prince had taken over
the in the band pla;'ing at a dance at Government House -

i ing such
Will the natives think of the Heir Apparent assuming such

a ’ ik o ppP
Pla%? asked a shocked Lord Stamfordham.” The band :_;:

| s ' neers, answered Cromer: 17
S bl e
P“';t.?oh to HRH about this and he quit¢ understan

es the
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King Edwarg VIII

Indians feel he Jikes them,’

, Lord R;j
extraordinarily sensitive and 'ddell tolq
The Prince did not like them;

he came closest, the Indian rulers. He disapproyed {

: : ; : Cd oty :
and lavishness of their way of life; thej; Propensity g, - PSiy
most unattractive features of European civilization. tl? ape al| ¢,
nation to ingratiate themselv Ay

: Ir deterpy;.
| es with the son of the k; I deterpy,
In Nepal tigers were paraded before him s that "8 Emperor

impossible for him to miss them; in Mysore the Ma:a;?; ]??L“}ll?ﬂt
win at squash. After this last offence he raged vengefully again:i
those ignoble potentates and cannot have left the Maharaja himself
in much doubt about his feelings.?

Since the Prince at the time was suffering from insomnia, indiges-
tion and what he described as ‘smoker’s heart’, his bile is perhaps
explicable. His staff should have been able to jolly him out of such
excesses. Unfortunately only Mnuntbatte: was close ennugh_tj

" | tbatten was preoccupic
l"ll'II.'l tﬂ*undcrstand h“‘l moods, ﬂ_ﬂd Mﬂhuin B i
with his own courtship of Edwina Ashley. S
in hi f isolation. His staff, he told Freda Dudley Ward, :
in his sense of 150 ~ for f 1.l and bloody gossip and scandal!!
‘the finest ground possible for foul: instead of helping

They do their utmost to make life hell for me insteat .
et ;cyfure the tour was over Halsey ﬂﬁfmﬂl i r{ﬁlﬂe ‘How
e ds that he felt he had lost the Prince’s cﬂ{h '
the BROLB. ’ ious angel, though I sai TOI ot
right he is, isn’t he, my precio d to me about TO! ¥

He knows better now than to say :IIE; him on the Spm.;cl
S \ _ 248 ;
Hﬂm wﬂ,iﬂ as he knows I even the IIIDS:I Hﬂshis

Cl’l‘.}m n
they know intuiti, €. “The
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