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1d con- L wo books written in the twenties describe the mammalian fa ina

Ol start of Central India as it existed some fifty years ago. Dunbar Bran-

rovides der wrote his well-known book—Wild Animals in Central

nal be- India—in 1923. Captain Forsyth published in 1919 his observa-

s while tions on the fl‘.lrll_*-.[ﬁ the dhﬂllgllhﬂ tribes and natural history of

iressed the territory now covered by the State of Madhya Pradesh in his

out the book The JIF'J_".'!T.IIL’I.!T{."H EZ',I" Central India. An idea of the past faunal

t waste ""f“““h of the southern Indian States can be obtained from

ﬂiﬁl if I :'Ellln{jEJ'.hE}]'I. s Thirteen Years ..-'r.".l‘n'r.l'nl.";,r the Wild Beasis .|'_I.|F.f”“l|;|:" puh.

vgraphs lished in 1890. Unfortunately, no such literature is available for

e Bihar alone to help us get a glimpse of the wild life of this State
A over the years. Stray references, however, confirm the belief that

Fi_:rt'ﬂ:-‘.t the State was as rich in its wild life as the neighbouring State of

asingly Madhya Pradesh. :
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T'he one-horned Rhinoceros once common
in the Rajmahal Hills of the Santhal Par-
sanas and in Purnea district, North Bihar
il now “ﬁﬁﬂh Oc T nall ﬂ ]
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P”[ﬂﬁl'll‘il his classic work on The H”-"uny of Bij
Hain 97§, mentions ONe Walter Hamilton who dE“Crib‘:r
and Oriss@ 1" %;.l.ulhhlmm as in a very ‘savage state bejn :
e district nf‘ * hills, uninhabited jungles, surrounded by fore
of TURECH v [1;‘;[!\1""“ Hamilton found the rivers and WHI;:':

{ with T:i‘,-..h. reptiles and alligators’. Speaking of the R
‘gwarming ‘*_‘*”‘_ ta] Parganas), Haines mentions the terrib| &
imahal Hills (Sant: hich contained wild el S
' aica of the forests W. 1C ; ‘ Eﬂphantg and
.hznp.htilﬂtw5 in a period described by him as ‘comparatively recent
:r::,l:::‘b. This denudation c}f_ the forests, largely for shifting Cultiva-
ion. of the Rajmahal Hills was so cnmplete. an.d the natura]
habitat ruined to such an extent, that these majestic animals ap-
pear to have left these forests by the turn of the present century.

Arthur Musselwhite mentions the shooting of a white tiger in
Lechuar jungle by the then Maharaja of Gidhaur. This forest is
located in the Jamui sub-division of Monghyr district which I had
the occasion to visit in my capacity as Divisional Forest Officer,
Monghyr, some twenty-five years ago. The sal tree had vanished
along with its various associates and the forests, when taken over
by the Government in about 1950, consisted only of ‘Euphorbea’
indicative of the retrogression that had taken place over years of
mismanagement. The valuable forests had been cut thus render-
ing the area unsuitable for the bigger mammalian fauna.

Just as the hills and plains of Rajmahal abounded with
rhinoceros, so did the tracts of Purnea abound with wild buf-

faloes. Herds of these handsome beasts used to roam in the
Katihar sub-division of Purnea district until the end of the last
ceﬂtury, A fﬂw !ﬂl-i .' ‘ii 1T} e : - 1 ahﬂllt 1940! but mw
both the rhinocépogofi atil B It RS
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mir shikar tq)
of patna :

Taj-ul-Maasir, the earliest Persian chronicle of mediaeys Indiz
which deals with the history of Qutubuddin Aibak and Htutmisp
(1205-1225), has left us an account of the hunts organjseq by
these two Sultans. Often yuz, or hunting leopards, were used 1o
chase and hunt small game deer and the like. Falconry, too, was
favourite pastime of these two Sultans. Chargh, the hawk, and
shahin, the royal white falcon, were let loose to go after the
chosen quarry. Trained cranes were set upon water-birds ang
were assisted by efficiently trained dogs in the final assaults.

Minhaj-i-Siraj, author of Tabagat-i-Nasiri (1259), refers to the
high esteem in which those proficient in shikar were held by the
Sultans. Under Sultana Razia, Ulugh Khan, one of the royal
khassadars, or attendants, received State recognition and was
honoured as Amir Shikar (chief huntsman). This is perhaps the
first recorded use of the title Amir Shikar (later changed to Mir
Shikar) which was conferred on noblemen and courtiers in charge
of arranging the Sultan’s hunts and falconry.

Amir Khusrau, the poet, musician, historian, courtier and Sufi,
was a prolific writer. He wrote his liaz-i-Khusrawi (*Miracles of
Khusrau’) at the end of the thirteenth century which mentions the
hunting sports of Ghyasuddin Balban and the two Khiljis, Jalal-
]"dlfl.a"d Alauddin, and refers to the role of Mir Shikars in or-
ganising royal hunts, Of course, the language used is rtletoril‘-fl
I-T‘.'“t_q.“?gﬁtf very valuable information about the hunts, wild ani- i
’ '333?1%'?3“_43?. ds of various types from it. Ziyauddin Barani chroni- |

the history. f India from Balban to the first few years of the

Sy arikh-i-Firuz Shahi . .. He mention

e hunts and sports that Balban organse!
T _.F% g grandson “fw,;
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I was, howeyer . during the Mughal pe
Il..‘lt."l._"l"u-'l.‘Ll the greates Erltl}lll'iigtlﬂE;IIF
A in-i-Akbari and the I.h':n'r{'-f-.f{h'liﬂﬂl;f
seventeenth Centuries not only provide
ing the characters and habits of v
EIVE Us an idea of the great

€N treated in India In subsequent
Iy the Wil Life (Protection) Act of
the Fecognition, and. therefore, the

riod that the Ajy Shikars
The Babay Namah, the
iri of the sixteénth and
: a wealth of detajl regard-
’i;]rm;m Mughal emperors byt also
. T = wealth of flora and fauna that existed
the richest asset . r‘-;:f'_thu ﬂﬂw'-*:'l'.‘-i and fruits and considered them
R '1;1i i -! lI : 5 Of their dnmalun:-;. Some ({rf Babar's descriptions

¢ animals Would do credit to a twentieth century zoologist.
Their forefathers being nomads, the Mughals had always been
very close to nature and they kept this interest and passion alive
€ven after they had settled down in India. They loved to hunt
deer and tiger, they bred cheetah and trained gaming hawks to
help them in hunting. From the Babar Namai we learn that one
of Babar's favourite pastimes was hunting rhinoceros on the
Indus.

The A’in-i-Akbari describes in detail the animals Akbar
hunted, and the pets he reared. [t mentions that the Emperor
personally trained cheetah or hunting leopards and that a
thousand of them were maintained at his Court. Not only did he
employ them while hunting blackbuck and deer but he would
often appear in Court with cheetah by his side and would arrange
fights between them. All this must have needed an efficiently
organised machinery and those noblemen and courtiers who ex-
celled in these were recognised as Mir Shikars. His son, Jahangir,
even when he was Prince Salim, was a connoisseur of arts and
.gﬁﬁﬂ,si_a'hdi_ﬁs the Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri rew_cals, th.e Prince excelled
P Larng -'gg;;&ndfather, Babar, in his detailed and accurate
: nimals. He maintained a large number of them as
derable time in observing their habits. Jahan-

st t ;ﬁhg core and the paintings of his
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empire and the loss of state patronage, the Mir Sp,;
number must have been substantial in the hey-day ﬂilthlaq Whge
Jahangir period and who, over the years, had hm-:u 5 "."iban
men in their own profession, have readjusted their 1ie. . - PeCleg
changed conditions. They have commercialise their | © ¢ 10the
of animals and birds to eke out an existence by tr:
selling water fowls and other animals :

|.L.,".H. J'n;_'.d_'ll'ljf,_" know about the u‘;iwr.i:n-.:a: of the Miy Shikas I
Patna. It is situated about eleven kilometres from Patng R
Junction, near the famous Pathar-ki-Masjid. and 15 wel| Worth
visit. Approximately fifty families have stayved on ip this l:mu\iim:ftl-L
at Patna. However, most of them are poor hawkers wha mu;-;
about from town to town selling parrots, mynas, quails, etc. Onls
three families have made good and are ITﬂurjxhing in the "Hpﬂ;m
and wholesale trade in animals and birds.

An important activity of the three prosperous Mir Shikars is 1
supply rare animals 10 the zoos of the country, either on 4 cash or
on an exchange basis. Each has a folder for the different zoos.
containing numerous enguiries about the birds and animals
needed by them. I have visited this Toli a number of times of late
and although the Mir Shikars are reluctant to give definite figures,
some sixty to eight, cubs of sloth bears and thirty hyena cubs are
either exported or supplied to the various zoos yearly. | was told
that most of the bear cubs are obtained from the forest areas of
Ranchi and Singhbhum with Chakradharpur as the collecting
centre,

One often comes across some uncommon animal at the Shikar
Toli. The Binturong (Bearcat), which is found only in Assam in
this country, leads such a secretive nocturnal life spending the
day curled up in a hole in a tree. that it is rarely seen. | saw a pair
once in the Toli. Three to four Binturongs are received at the Toli
from their agents in Assam. and are supplied to Indian Zoos.
Another animal 1 was over-joyed to see was the Golden Langur.
This exquisite, rare, cream-coloured langur—which was once de-
seribed by a sportsman. as quoted by E. P. Gee, as follows: The
whole body and tail is one colour—a light silvery gold, somewhat
like the hair of a blonde ‘—occurs in certain parts of Assam and
Bhutan only, between the Sankosh and Manas rivers along [h':'
Bhutan border. Their number was estimated by Gee (0 be ﬂt_ﬂ:i
350 in 1964. Some twenty Golden Langurs, mostly a }’cﬂrﬂi'.j :m
| understand, brought to this Toli every year and sold 1© iil %
However, Golden Langurs are difficult animals to rear “zf.ﬂ“’
one of the Mir Shikars told me., hardly two or three Uu.lfﬂr;:!ilﬁ
twenly or so captured survive. It is unfortunate that ou!
are being depleted of this rare monkey. .

Leopard cats are another great attraction. Some ?'"
exchanged with zoos yearly. The leopard cat, the SIZ€ 800 i
1€ cat, resembles a miniature panther. Although its Kashmi
' the country js very wide and they can be found f'rl.‘llmr . 0¢
0 Kanya Kumari, itis also very rarely seen becuuﬁgﬂj ust like
:E; "iaﬂi:li::.hrts. It hides in the hollows of trees iﬂm ::,l;l:'t‘-‘ i’:{n ;
e Tﬂﬂf-[ ?ﬂa Mir Shikars are al_::le to I-"'__ Sihe e

; ave always seen a pair or (wo @
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On one ol mv
Dath-tuly, When "'I \‘:'I:I:llal'ln‘ |1IIL" Tofi, 1 saw g gharial in a small
";'"-'*1 o longer there nop -.r'iu.:u:llllhlvl'luin:rld~T|L1H Iilﬂ l]h“hw.mh SpEe
died or hy W _ : out whether the :

"n:i'::lll.*li'hll::l':;t IE:L?:.:'I:.T:lelltlnuhh sold. Her the animal hind
ciny, I'}"""H"l"-l.‘ih_t tfl_:‘":::!'lf-.:ul:ll'-:u'ﬂ:;:l- !'t.rhu‘.'lll i.II.'II.! Dalmatian Peli-
headed Cioose, Muscowy . (‘il-‘n.-.EI- 1,“ ~“‘-l!wl-m“h like the Bar-
netted all over Bihay in .'«.il'l‘l.:ll :I'. .-1l1.~l*'~_-ﬂu.-1c and the Pochard are
Bettiah and Bhagalpur, and hF. L“.“' = Hﬂ.l h, H'_‘.!':”T"""”‘ Purnea,
Pelican (Pelecanus w-;"\-t, ) m.l-]H“.m this Toli. The Dalmatian
spicuonsly .~aih't‘l'-.,-l e : {”.; : }“Ih [[N. naked eye-rim and con-
enst I-'m'n.lw Asin h!}i:hlﬁu -LL|1:?E|~1-' kil H{:“.”h"l parts of South-
Mongolia :Irlh.rl .mli "l-~:|ll:."{'ilE ) '.\:IH“ “"djlw““ Central Asia as far as
winter. 1 was 1k1|1.|b|:{. . ‘I-I' N : "':"l-:;i‘?- I's Hh.ilgulpur and Purnea in

Birde 1ttw-m1 i :“‘1 I.*-.in.| Rs. 500 a pair. : : i
i t‘l1LI1:|II:\' Int 1nl rl II!‘l:ﬁ‘“-!l:lI-.‘:f-:aiu nmrl:;*:! rom _I.-1|' off places in
had arrived It'l'utn :i} G eley LUSIITS 08 BUIS-Winged parakaets

: Istant Alway in Kerala. These rare handsome
parakeets, rare because of their blue wings, sell for something
I:I»;::I i lilllltfrﬂkl rupees a pair. Once | saw the Sulphur-crested

:"""'rhljf: Cockatoo, This bird is reputed to live up to 100 vears. One
in Giloucestershire reached the age of 120 years and another in
Sydney was 119 vears old when it died. It is a rare and beautiful
bird and the price demanded for it was four thousand rupees only,

With the improvement in methods of transporting live animals
by air in recent decades, the export of a number of Indian birds
has become popular. The Mir Shikars, with their network of ag-
ents and sub-ugents, now procure these birds and export them in
large numbers to several foreign countries, including Britain.
through such exporting firms as M/s Dey & Dutta, Calcutta. M/s
Sachetan, Bombay, M/s India Zoologicals, Delhi, M/s B. D.
Ram & Co., Meerut and a host of others. These export dealers
have their counterparts in Japan, London, U.S.A.. Frankfurt and
the Arab countries,

The birds most in demand abroad are the parakeet, the shama,
the thrush, the stork, the pelican, finches, munias. buntings and
budgerigars. A network of trappers spread throughout Bihar.
Orissa, and Nepal keep the Mir Shikars supplied.

In 1972-73, out of some twelve crores worth of animals and
gnlma] products exported out of India (not including the hides of
domestic cattle), eighty lakhs came from the export of birds. The
hares of the Mir Shikars of Patna, according to them. was some

<hs. Besides export, animals and birds worth a few lakhs
m’mthghmaﬂﬂ' Shikar Toli within the country
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