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SAMODE PALACE &
SAMODE HAVELI

e rulers of Samode (siuated some

mwenty-four miles north of Jaipur)

which, accending to the Rajuins

Cragetier of 1870, was a 'large and

flsrishing sown, the principal place
af the gamandari [a private landholding] of
that mamse held by one of the principal
thakars of the S1ate . . . were the Marhaway
cham frem Chomu, This clan was a branch
of the Howse of Ambser, wacing s affiliation
back soune G600 years to the bled Prithy raj
Singh, the seventeenth prince of the hawse
ol Kachhwaha, whise ancestors are said to
be descended fromy the god Rama,

Ome of the sons of Prithviraj was Gopal
Singh, whaose Guther made him Thakar of
Samode, which ar the time was amang the
wealthiess  territories  in the  Amber
hl'ﬂ.gdf.lln The samandari eventually pas.-an;l
within the clan 1o the hands of Behari Das,
a Rajput warrior in Mughal service. After
six gcrln?d'inm: in ihe hamds of his descen-
dants, Samesde wag relinguished 1o the Kaj,
In 1757 the terriory was retwmed o the
Mathawai. One Hamir Singh, the ebdear son
of Thakur Jodh Singh of Chomu became
the Rawal of Samode and his descendants
maintained this heredicary side as gulers of
their Barge thikana, or feadal estate,

The Rawale of Samode commanded toial
allegiance within their small dominions and
arbitrated absolutely the fates of thesr
sulsjects. At the same time these palatines
were eadaiores of the Maharaja of Jaipur
and distinguished themeelves in 2 mualn-
plicity of services to the Durbar. Rawal Ram
Singh. for inssance, is remembered for his
valour when, at sixteen, he defended the
fort of Ranthambor againe the RMarathas,
iigh:ing fiercely and rriurnphing in com et
even, according to legend, after his head
had been severed from his body,

Mo decoments exdst which traee the
history of Samede Falace but the cstmated
agre ol the hereditary home of the Nathawat
i 04D VTArs. For the firsd hall of iy existenoe,
however, it was littke more than o forifled
sronghold in the rugged Rajput traditon.
Naw unitil the early nineteenth century under
Hawnal Bairi 5al Singh and his son and
successor Rawal Sheo Singh did the feudal

decarative aspect it s now known for,

Rawal Bairi 3al was a leading courtier in
Jaipur whe first resched distinction as che
principal signutory  [on behall of the
Maharaja] of the historic treaty of 1818 that
made Jaipur & proceciorate of the Britigh
East Iﬂd“ 'Durnpnm}. HE wis as a resaln
heavily faveured by the Company and
became in ellecs their frant man in Jaipus.

Thrc-l.gh British influence Baiel Sal was
installed as Dewan, or Prime Minister, of
Jaipur during the minority of Maharajs
Sawal Jai Singh 111 It was not an enviable
post, Tor he fund himsedf caught in crossfive
between the Begent Maharani and the
British East India Campaey, which was
trying to wrest control of the Jaipur adming
arratinn froa et incoapetent and corrupt
eemana faction” led by the Maharani's
sinister paramour, [hota Ram, In such
circumstances Bairi Sal's position as Dewan
rapidly hecame unrenable and the Fegent
Maharani replaced him in 1823 with Thata
Ram

The Bawal then became a pawn in the
Wy #trluumle hetween the zenana and the
Eritish East India Company which lasied
until the Mabaranl deed in 1834, With the
sudden and mysierious death of her wniir-
runats slxeen-year-eld son, Sawai [ai Singh
111, the following vear, the Briish made
their move against the zenana faction and,
imvoking  their  paramount  authonty,
summarily dismissed Jhota Ram, who had
leen suspecied of engineering the child
Maharaja’s murder, from hin position as
Dewan. The Company  then reinsaied
Rawal Bain 5al a8 Dewan as well as
appainting him 1w head a Cowncil of
Regency 1o grvern on behall of Sawai Ram
Singh, without consultng che  child
Maharaja’s mother, the new Regent
Maharani

The Jhota Ram rJ'bqu.rwnhin_]'qi;rnr WA
fimally sverthrown and extirpated From the
Duthar when a British political officer
called Blake was murdered by a maob inside
the city walls and the farmer Dewan was
irficied as am instigator, tried, convicted
and imprisoned for lie,

Frome this pnl'n: wntil kis death in 1838
Rawal Bairi Sal Singh of Samode wiclded
almost abaolute pawer over the government
of Jaipur, There are conllicting reports as

castle begin 1o take om the semptoous | the character of the man, The faipur

JAIFUR
¥



NORTHERN
INDIA
LT

Mondlook, publisbed in 1935, states that

Bairi Sal was:

a ety avise and fediciess sdeedniitroier aed 8
F;l"ﬂmwfﬂ'q,l"n el ., Fle i, o oat
thr felm of b emhine adminiitration of the State
which he comiralled with preat cradit. He swar fally
wliee ta the revpmnribilities of hiv kigh affice . .
end earusd patmrsal prodsads by nestaring e
e and svder throupkour dbe Snote . .

But other narrators tell a different swoey
albsout the Dewan and his suceessar.

When Bairi Sal died the Bricish insalled
his son Hawal Sheo Singh a1 Dewan of
Jadpiar and bead of the Council of Regency
{im Sawai Bam Singh's minority), as well
as appainting Sheo Singh's brother Thakur
Lachean Singh, the adopied Rawal of
Chomu, as Army Minister and Regency
Council member, thus perpetsating the
Mathawat domination of Jaipur for a second
generation,

From 1835 to 1862 Bairi Sal and his soms
served British interesis in Jaipur very well
indeed, and evidenaby served their own
imierests even better, Acoording 10 Robert
W, Stern:

I e eariy years of the vegency, the reridend s
eied bhal the Nathawab, falber and sens, Kad,
ey caver aff tww decades of British pafromage,
exprofuiated cren fands amd the damds &) their
Prodrtreal afybansnts with a ‘rapecits wrevoetled pren
by thae msdortous Jen g farle af il men rapasionr.

Meverthebess, the brothers wese by this
time b0 entrenched in power o unseat and
British interesis were im ANy case s
mmpltl:t]:f atertwined with the Marhawsar
administratkon that they were stuck with i,

The Mathawass remained a1 least
mominally in power long after Maharaja
Sawai Ram Singh reached his majority in
1831, By 1B, however, their grig on the
adlministration of Jaipur was heginning o
boosen as Maharaja Ram Singh gained
comfidence in governing  his siade  and
cleverly set about consclidating his awn
anthority over the Durbar through 2 ghow-
down with Sheo Singh which foreed 1he
Dewan’s resignation. In this he had the
support of the East India [':.,;mpm}-, which
wiis fod up with the peculation of Slieo Singh
arud his clanmish network, which had driven

the state deeply inte debr. Ram Singh
realized, hawever, that the Mathawat influ-
ence had brcome 5o pervasive in the state
thiit 4 sudden purge would have disasrous
comseiuences,  Therefore  he  appointed
Lachman Singh o take his brother's place.

Bawal Shen Singh's position in Jaipur
politics was further weakened three years
later when he joined the rebellous factions
durimg the Mutny of 1837, The Nathawats
were tainted and Maharaja Ram Singh used
the Mutiny as an excuse o finally purge his
adminisiration of (heir partisans. 5o,
although Bawal Lachman Singh served as
Dewan until his death in 1862, his appoani=
ment was the beginning of the end ol the
clan's supremacy in Jaipur afTairs and
through mose of his minksserinl tenure he
was without real authority.

By the time of his dismissal, Shen Singh
had used his expropriated resenues 1o adorm
Samnode Palace with ormamentation that Is,
according bo the writer Aman Nath, “consi-
dered as gooed, i not superior o that of
Jaipur's Cisy Palace’. Sheo Singh |s credived
with the palace’s most bulous addition:
the exiravagantdy Horid, hand-painted
durhar hall with an overdooking zenana
gallery  which  fiorms  the h«aqh:ﬂ,};lqs
Sheesh Mahal, or Hall of Mirrors.

Easly in the mineteenth century Rawal
Bairi Sal had also constructed a large havelt
{town house] within the old citv of Jaipar
which aver the vears was similarly elabo.
rated, festuring a reception hall  with
painting almost as dazzling ns thar in
Samade  Palace, a  beawtiful courtyard
verandoh and a bevely back gorden, An
elephant ramp was added in the 1940s for
the wedding ol the thakur's sister,

Althowgh the thakurs of Samode never
again ackieved positons of influence within
the ja.ipur Durhar they had uumcinnjy
enriched their estates o live in comfor until
1954 when the Jagir Abolition Act ersdi-
cated feudalism in India and stripped all
fewdal barons of sheir terviories, Samode
Palace reanained the private residence of the
Nathawar fu‘t:lllilr.. bt without income from
their estates their fn@ascally decorased
casthe had become a colossal millstone and
ait the beginning of the 19705 the thakur pat
his hereditary property on the market for
one lakh of rupets, They could not Mind a
hu!\er. Fortunavely,




In the early 1960s the late thokur's
youngest san Yaduvender Singt had just
passed cut of Mayo College at Ajmer, and
wis burning to gez into the hotel business,
His unde Vikram Singh, the hereditary
Rawal of Chomu, was & veteran hovelber
and Geeneral Mamyrdfhm Bagh Palace
Hatel in Jaipur, Yaduvender was planning
o folbow in his uncle's fooesicps and work
for 8 big hotel chain. His older broaher,
Raghuverder, was already o working
capitalist and proposcd that they join forces
aned convert their halking hereditary home
ime 4 hotel, The Machawar brothers
contacted a travel agency, which boked
over the property and advised them 1o hegin
by offering funcheans and dinmers 1 Lest
the market.

In 1084 Samode was stll wery musch off
the beaten track For sravellers but the patace
was 5o spectacular that suceess was incvii-
able. Almost immediately Samode Palace
was used a8 a principal lecation for the
larvish television mink-seres The Far Pawl-
ians. The film company restored some of the
ormamental painfing in the palace and the
birathers began to invest their revenues from
the rental inta further rencvatons. This
fortuitous  peelude was dollowed by a
prvately arran viait from that great
patron of roval Tndla, M Jaoquelineg
Kennedy Umassis, who had been old abow
the palace by her friend Kajmata Gavacrd
Drevi of Jaipur. Mrs Onassis brought along
a team lram Flaise and Gasden who did &
fearure for the magnzine and pave Samode
Palace a strong internadonal Bunch. In
Oetober 1985 Yaduvender and Raghu-
vemder Singh apened their impreasive home
o the public as a hotel.

Encouraged by the succesa ol their firsi
venture the Mathawat brothrs laanched
the second of their hatels in Jaipur Ciey
icsell when they npcn-rd Samnde Havels,
their family’s private Jaipur town house, in
Owcrober 1987, Both properties are amang
the most delighifully evocative palace hotels
in Indin.

SHEIKHAWAT

NO MaAN'S LAND

heeikhawath was a locse, belligerent

wonlederation of princpalities in the

desolate region to the north ol Jaipur,

first carved out and cobbled together

inthe fifieenth century by descendanis
of Raja Udai Karan, the Kachbwaha king
ol Amber and named for his greas-gran dsa
Ran Sheikha whose forename has an
unusual Mushim  derivation.  Sheikha's
father had been childbess for many years
and made pilgrimage 1o the haly village of
Brindahan o scek some sort of thau-
metuargic intercession thag would vield kim
an heir. A gury advised the supplicant
dead his cow into the forest where the
grazing was better and ance there the Hindu
Rajpat man indo a Muslim saint calbed
Sheikh Burhan who asked ABah on his
behall for the hinh of a sen. The Sheikh's
prayers were answered when in 1433 & bay
was horn to the Rajpur chief and the child
was named Sheikha, i bonsie of e
Muakion Sheikh.

Rao Sheikha extended the conguests of
his forefuthers and  comsolidaed  these
territories into an independen: entity, The
Shelkhawar lincage was further strength-
emed  when  the  Ra's  descendants
ingratiated themselves with the hlughal
emperors,  attaining  inflluential  positions
within the Delhi Durbar,

The Jaipur kings mever really acoepied
the independence al Sheikhawati and tried
repeatedly to subdue their prodigal clams-
men, but it was a fierce, inhospitable desen
thoae war-lords lived on — what Sir Arthur
Lothian ealbed s no man’s land” - and while
the region came e represent one thind of
the termtory of Jaipur Stzte, ity treeless
waatelands were something of a distneentive
b comcenirated rampaip;n.inu Maoreuver,
the chieftains who comtrolled them were
skilled desert Gghters and repulsed Jaipur
forces over nad over agaln, But the Mughals
wiere a different matier, and it was the threm
af an invasion from Delbi thai drove ihe
Sheikhawats into the protective arms of
Sawal Jai Sangh 1, who made Sheikhawati
a proteciorate of Jaipur in the eary
eighteenth century. This, bowever, was cnly

SHEIEHAWATI
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