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Notices 

(a) Invitation to co111n1ent. The Commission is authorised to vote on applications 
published in the Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclatu,·e six months after their publi­
cation but this period is normally extended to enable comments to be submitted. 
Any zoologist who wishes to comment on any of the applications is invited to 
send his contribution to the Executive Secretary of the Commission as quickly as 
possible. 

(b) ln11itation to contribute gene,·al at·ticles. At present the Bulleti11 comprises 
mainly applications concerning na,mes of particular animals or groups of animals, 
resulting comments and the Commission's eventual rulings (Opinions). Proposed 
amendments to the Code are also published for discussion. 

Articles or notes of a more general nature are actively welcomed provided that they 
raise nomenclatural issues, although they may well deal with taxonomic matters for 
illustrative purposes. It should be the aim of such contributions to interest an 
audience wider than some small group of specialists. 

(c) Receipt of ne-.,11 applications. The following new applications have been received 
since going to press for volume 51, part 4 (published on 20 December 1994). Under 
Article 80 of the Code, existing usage is to be maintained until the ruling of the 
Commission is published. 

(1) Sucl1onella Spizharsky, 1937 (Crustacea, Ostracoda): proposed designation 
of S. t;pica Spizharsky, 1939 as the type species. (Case 2954). I.G. Sohn & 
I. I. Molostovskaya. 

(2) Iodot,·opheus sp,·engerae Olive1· & Loiselle, 1972 (Osteichthyes, Percifor1nes): 
proposed replacement of holotype by a neotype. (Case 2955). J.R. Stauffer, Jr. 

(3) Ca111pelotna Rafinesque, 1819 (Mollusca, Gastropoda): proposed conservation. 
(Case 2956). A.E. Bogan & E .E. Spamer. 

( 4) P/1rvtooius Schonherr, 1833 (lnsecta, Coleoptera): proposed cort·ection of 
entry on the Official List of Generic Names and confirmation of Cu1·c11/io 
quad,·ituberculatus Fabricius, 1787 as the type species. (Case 2957). 
H. Silfverberg. 

(5) Corisa propinqi,a Fieber, 1860 (currently Glaenoco,·isa p1-opi11qi,a~ Insecta, 
Heteroptera): proposed conservation of the specific name. (Case 2958). A. 
Jansson. 

(d) Rtt!ing of tl1e Co1r1111issio1z. Each Opinion, Declaration or Direction published 
in the Bulletin constitutes an official rul111g of the International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature, by virtue of the votes recorded, and comes into force 
on the day of publication of the Bulletin. 

• 



Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 52( l) March 1995 61 

Case 2931 

Proposed conservation of nine specific names of southern Afrotropical 
birds which are junior synonyms 

P.A. Clancey 
Durban Natural Science Museu,n, P. 0. Bow1:: 4085, Durban, 4000 
South Af,·ica 

R.K. Brooke 
PerCJ' Fit~Patrick Institute of African O,·nithology, Unil1e1·sifJ' of 
Cape Tol11n, Rondebosch, 7700 South Africa 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve nine widely used specific 
names of southern Afrotropical birds which are threatened by unused senior 
synonyms, eight of which were published in the Encyclopaedia Londine11sis 
(1795-1829) edited by John Wilkes. The ninth unused name was published by 
C.J. Temminck (1807) in his Catalogue s;,ste11zatique du cabinet d'ornithologie. 

1. As a result of Rookmaaker's ( 1989) work on the early history of the 
zoological exploration of southetn Africa, nine specific names of southern Afro­
tropical birds in widespread use in the primary and more popular literatures were 
found to be antedated by long-overlooked synonyms. Eight of these names were 
published in the EncJ1clopaedia Londine11sis (1795- 1829) 'compiled, digested and 
arranged' in 24 volumes by John Wilkes. It appears (Rookmaaker, 1989) that 
Wilkes died in 181 l~ a note at tl1e end of vol. 10 of the Encwvclopaedia Londine11sis 
says that the publishers had all the material necessary for completion of the work. 
There is no evidence as to the identity of the contributors, although Cassin (1867) 
and Sherbom ( 1922- 1932) attributed the articles on birds to Wilkes in his capacity 
as editor. The ninth specific name was published by Temminck (1807, p. 85) 
for 'Le Nabirop\ ou etourneau cuivre d 'Afrique, Vaill. Ois. d,Af. v. 2, pl. 89'; 
Temminck's specimen was probably presented to him by Fran9ois Levaillant 
(Rookmaaker, 1989, p. 198). 

2. Most professional workers are now totally opposed to changing names 
u11necessarily, especially in cases such as the present where tl1e recently discovered 
names have remained essentially ignored since 1820. Reference to the Wilkes 
names was made by the American worker John Cassin (1867) but his findings 
seem to have been ignored until the British workers Gregory Mathews & Tom 
Iredale (1921, p. 143) mentioned two of the names: Motacilla fi111briata Wilkes, 
1817 (p. 100), a junior synonym of Stipiturus 11zalachu1·i1s Shaw, 1798, and 
lvf. tractrac Wilkes, 1817 {p. 89), a senior synonym of Oenal'1t/1e ci1ze1·ea Vieillot. 
1818. Their paper resulted in tl1e universal adoption of M. tractrac (now 
Cercon1ela t,·actrac; see Roberts, 1922. p. 231 and Sclater. 1930, p. 456). Curiously, 
Roberts (1924, p. 174) attributed the specific name to Boie instead of Wilkes, but 
without explanation. 
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3. We (Cla11cey & Brooke, 1990 p. 144) proposed the acceptance of Wilkes·s 
authorship of two specific names widely used in the 20th century but nortnally 
attributed to later authors: those of Motacilla fan1ilia,·is Wilkes, 1817 (p. 86), now 
Cerco1,1ela fa111ilia1·is, a11d of M . . for1,1ici·vo1·a Wilkes, 1817 (p. 88), now Oe11ant/1e 
_fo1·111icil101·a. The long acceptance of M. r,·actrac Wilkes 1817 is the reason why we 
have not sought the suppression of the Encyclopaedic1 Londi11ensis for the purposes of 
zoological nomenclature. Also, we are quite unawa1·e of what the effects of such a 
suppression might be on the nomenclature of grot1ps other than African birds. 

4. The unused senior synonyms in the list below are threats to long-established 
names and we can see no advantages in using them to replace those in ge11eral use. 

Senior synonym 
Stu,·,,zi,s nabi1·op Temminck, 1807, 
p. 85 

Alai,da 1·ost1·0-c,·asso Wilkes, 
[1796], p. 235 
Alaucla pe1·cutie1zs Wilkes, 
[1796], p. 236 
Motacilla cit1·i11a Wilkes, 1817, 
p. 78 
Motacilla l1i1·idis Wilkes, 1817, 
p. 80 
M otacilla a,·erzarea Wilkes, 1817, 
p. 85 
Motacilla 111ontan,a Wilkes, 1817, 
p. 89 
Nf otacilla tcl1e1·ic Wilkes, 1817, 
p. 94 
Orio!L1s afi·icani,s Wilkes, 1820, 
p. 740 

Junior synonym in use 
La,1zp1·oto1·nis 11itens 
phoe11icopte1·us Swainson, 
[ 18 3 7], p. 3 60 
Gale1·ida 111ag11irost1·is 
(Stephens, 1826), p. 26 
Jvlirafi·a apiata (Vieillot, 
1816), p. 342 
Prinia jlai1icarzs (Vieillot, 
[1820]), p. 438 
Can1aroptera braclzyura (Vieillot, 
[ 1820]), p. 459 
Motacilla agui111p Temminck 
[1820], p. lxviii 
Oenant/1e n1ontic·ola Vieillot, 
1818, p. 434 
Zoste,·ops pallidL~s 
Swainson, (1837], p. 294 
O,·iolus /a,·11a tus Lichte11stein, 
1823, p. 20 

5. All the Wilkes names except M. viridis are recorded in Sherborn's Inde~)[ 
Ani111a/iu111, where however a,·ena,·ea and tcl1e1·ic are spelled as at·enaria and teheric. 
Sherbom did not record Stu1·nz,1s 11abi1·op Temmi11ck, 1807, although he did list the 
nearly homonymous S. nabo111·oup Daudin, 1800 (p. 308). Temminck (1807, pp. 85, 
87) applied his own name S. 11abirop and Daudin's S. ,1abou1·011p to different species, 
illustrated by Levaillant ( 1799) on pls. 89 and 91 with the vernacular names ·1e 
11abirop, and 'le nabouroup' of Hottentot origin. 

6. The Commission Secretariat holds a list of 56 primary literature ref ere11ces 
(mostly checklists and faunal works) published in the last 50 years in which the nine 
names proposed by Temminck and Wilkes do not appear but which illustrate usage 
of their Junior sy11onyms. An examination of the 20th century periodical and more 
popular literature would produce a list of many hundreds of citations in support of 
curre11t usage, and demonstr,1te lack of awareness of the nine names of Temminck 
and Wilkes. Tl1e c,1se meets the prima facie criteria for conservation of names given 
1n Article 79c of' the Code. 
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7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

( 1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the following specific names for the 
purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy: 
(a) nabirop Temminck, 1807, as published in the binomen Sturnus nabirop; 
(b) ,·ostrocrasso Wilkes, [1796], as published in the binomen Alauda ,·ost,·o-

crasso; 
(c) percutie11s Wilkes, [1796], as published in the binomen Alauda pe1·cutie11s; 
(d) citrinus Wilkes, 1817, as published in the binomen Motacilla citrinus·; 
( e) i1iridis Wilkes, 1817, as published in the binomen Motacilla vi,·idis; 
(f) arenarea Wilkes, 1817, as published in the bin omen M otacilla a,·enarea; 
(g) monta11a Wilkes, 1817, as published in the binomen Motacilla n1onta1za; 
(h) tchet·ic Wilkes, 1817, as published in the binomen M otacilla tclie,·ic; 
(i) africa1zus Wilkes, 1820, as published in the bin omen Orio/us aft·i can us; 

(2) to place 011 the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 
(a) phoenicopte,·us Swainson, [1837], as published in the binomen Lamproto1·11is 

pl1oe11 icop te1·us; 
(b) n1agni1·ostris Stephens, 1826, as published in the bin omen Alauda nzagniros-

tris; 
( c) apiata Vieillot, 1816, as published in the bin omen Alauda apiata; 
( d) jlavicans Vieillot, [ 1820], as published in the binome11 Sylvia fla11icans; 
( e) b1·ac/1yu1·a Vieillot, [1820], as published in the binomen S;1!11ia b1·aclz.,vu1·a; 
(f) agui111p Temminck, [1820], as published in the binomen Motacilla agui,11p; 
(g) n1onticola Vieillot, 1818, as published in the bin omen Oenant/1e mon t icola; 
(h) pallidus Swainson, [1837], as published in the binomen Zosterops pallidus; 
(i) lari1atus Lichtenstein, 1823, as published in the binomen Orio/us la,·vatus; 

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in 
Zoology the following names: 
(a) nabirop Temminck, 1807, as published in the binomen Sturnus nabi,·op and 

as suppressed in (1 )(a) above; 
(b) rostroc,·asso Wilkes, [1796], as published in the binomen Alauda rost,·o­

crasso and as suppressed in ( 1 )(b) above; 
(c) percutiens Wilkes, [1796], as published in the binomen Ala1,tda pe,·cutiens 

and as suppressed in (l)(c) above; 
(d) citrinus Wilkes, 1817, as published in the binomen Motacilla citrinus and as 

suppressed in (l)(d) above; 
( e) viridis Wilkes, 1817, as published in the bi11omen M otacilla vi,·idis and as 

suppressed in {l)(e) above; 
(f) arenat·ea Wilkes, 1817, as published in the binomen Motacilla arena,·ea and 

as suppressed in ( 1 ){f) above; 
(g) n1ontana Wilkes, 1817, as published in the binomen Nf otacilla montana and 

as suppressed in (l)(g) above~ 
(h) tclze,·ic Wilkes, 1817, as published in the binomen lvlotacilla tcheric and as 

suppressed in (l)(h) above; 
(i) af1·icatzi1s Wilkes, 1820, as published in the binomen o,~iolus afi·icanus a11d 

as suppressed in (1 )(i) above. 
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