THE 10 BLACK
RHINDS WERE THE
LANGEST NUMBER
EVER BROUBHT

N THE URITED
STATES IN A
SINGLE
OPERATION
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Harry Tentison, Hght. and Norman Travers feed a black thinoceros at the Iovive Lanech in Zimbabwe

A RARE TREAT

Only about 3,000 black rhinos survive in

the world today, bur Harry Tennison and

other Fort Warth conservationists have

Joined the fight to stave off extinction.

Three rhinos have just been added to the
Fort Worth Zoo, one having been born there

about a month ago,

By Cissy Stewart
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an Earlier State

Fart Worth oo
wisltors strall Inte
the new Texas
Diorama

F HILE THE acquisttion of two black rhinos
"] has been the most celebrated ovent a1 the
Fort Weith Zoo of late another recemt de
L) velopmest might loom almost as Elgnin
cant 1o zo0 history In the loug
Earlier in the aummer the TEXAS! exhibit also
known as the Texas Diorama, wis wpened m the
piblic. And. an hoped. the 82.3 million project 1y 4l
ready earning acclanm ag a uttique and histapical
concept i wildhfe park rechnology
TEXAS! takes 4 new look ar a tradinional faco af
the Lone Star Siate — 4 state where buffale roamed
and small towns and cities shared the eavironmen
with the wildlife of the area. The exhibdt 1 3 replica
ot 4 small farm community typical of the period,
complets with the animals that niled ihe jilains
prior to the mdusrrial revollition
Inglde TEXAS! parrons can tour recotisirictions
of a stone ranch house and a 12:stall barn that
houses the livestock for the exhibits petting corral
Demonstrations ol eld- Texan tyaditions such 4a horue

thete qualities — even the plush tallage is vintage
Vesas — but for its educational value 2 well

Ul ax eoe of the mare proud mipparters of the
exhibit poluts out. there s more to TEXAS) than

meets the eye "Not enly (8 this 4 utiiguie addition 1o
the 200" says Fort Worth Mayor Bob Boles. “bur it
Bives the city one moye site [or meetings e 2 ha
ven for groups who are looking for 4 dilferent kind
af public forum

Indeed. sinee its doors opened. TEXAS! has af
tracted an array of vigitors who nave parlayed the
exhibit into an eshibit hall of sorts Recently. off
clali from the Intemational Sister Clties Assaciation
ol Fort Worth. as well as REyptian visitors m the
Fate In conjiinction with the *Ramiey The Great
exiubition. visited the Texas) exhibit. Tve heen
dewn there three times recently [or meetings my
welt.” the mayor says "It gives o diflerent {Lavar 18
the traditional meeting.

What It also doey is give Fort Warth e e

| thioeing and sheep sheatityy take place in adiacen
areaz Down the walkway cleverly tashioned
Lons Grar State-shaped Lricks. thete are other “Pure
‘ D Texas' remnants 4 blacksmith ahop, a schaol.

house. a working windmull
| Flelen

through the oorbaird beiween the
dovers feer and tumed the vehicle
ever Nether man was tnjured

Phe haron are the pomary teassn
for the endangered status of the rhina:
RElge hoens sell for a8 much an
S100,000. They ate an tlimate status
symbol a3 4 dagger handle and are
ground and sald as an aplredisiar |n
much of -Asm,

The-last wild populatisn 1 1n Zim
babwe  where !Lu government hag
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and coversd wagon

In-a lew months. the-exhibn already has became
| a populat attraction at the zoo, nor only for 1ts aes

the city a

can b proud

venue for one of Bolen's favarite pastimes selling
the ¢ity, “There's o question. the exhibit e
something wmnysual
Worth [Maver to i
have used and w
lirtle berter You've pot 1o Bive
lcal Associanion credit
with this exbubit, [vs something all of Fart Worth
ol and use over and over again J

Ul use to help isitors get 1o know

abid educatiomal with 3 For
Bolen says "It's pomething we

the 2onlog:
lhey camwe up with 3 winner

armed game wardens to protect the
thines from Untoting poachers. Re
gardless, the good guys and the rhinos
aie lowing the bartle.

Poachers kil 4 rhino 4 day There
were approximately 20,000 rhinos i
Kemrya alome i 1908, Today, there are
tewer thap 200 rhines in Kenya, sl
Ligy than 3,000 black rhines in the en-
tre watld In the past 20 years an
estimated U5 per cent of the black thi
oo population has been killed by

puachers.

Poachers are i) et af the prob
lem, however THe other part (e hab
tat, The papulation of the youny nd.
Hons of Africa most of them colonies
of Buropean pavions until the 1960,
has been growing The need for L
for cultivation alsa has heen Erowin,
WIld anumals, particularly Larger ani
malk such a5 thinos and elephants, e
qutre miles af open lanid

Elephants also amw being e hisd

FromitWomnin Yl wrm e |



for the wory of thet tusks Poiching,
cattibitied with the dinappearance of
habimat has put the African elepibant
s well a5 4 near relative, the Aman
elephant. on the endangerd listy. The
Fort Wanth Zoo i part of 3 breeding
program for Arian elephants

The position of the rhinsceros md
the elephant In Africh 14 beitg com
pared by conmervationista te that of
the bmidess herds of Luffals that
toamed the western part of the United
States i the |9th cettury. Whep peo
r!r. maved in and sertlod the West, the
mitalo were massacred neady 1w

Extinctiun
’Wﬁnpﬂmm; of fvory i an
| effot W protect (hines and
dephants, Tenmison went to Wash.
INELN to argue agamsr the saling. Ten.
e Pesitits out thar 3 ban on n.ml:
would et 15 million jobs m Sowm
Alrica, Zimbalwee and Botswana lvory
bieings in abiont $20 million to $30 ol
lion avnually i Fhose three nations
and a large portion of the incame s
used 1o preserve the animaly halirat

It thowe nations stapped culling the
herds of wild elephants. Tenngaan vy
timates, the antmaly would destioy
their habitat 10 less than three yearn,

For example there are 50000 ele.
phants i the Zambey| River valley of
Zimbabwe. In meder 10 malntaim the
ulephants’ habitat the herd nigh be
culted by 3.000 5r 4.000 animals 3 yeat
Sale of the iwary and hides lsom those
eitlled animaly makes matnteranc of
the habitar logical from an economie
ATA [t1]

Tennison cites Renya a savon
which sought to mammain 42,000 &
ephants in 4 kabitat which could mp
part 4 maximum of 20,000 lephants
Today. thewe are low elephants in Ken
va. In vha nation's Keueger Park alape
game control afficialy estinute, 700 o
ephints must be remaved this year
“That figure represents 10 percent of
the hetd of wild clephanty in the patk
— awd the birth rate among elephanty
there is high enough to replace the
elephant papulation within 3 yoar.”

"Texas vanchers alwayy have
known about calling herds of caitle. 1
warks on the same principle with wild
arsdmale” Tenmmon adds

Tennlson didnt go o Afnca 1y
tially as an animal conservarionis, He
went a9 4 big game hunter Harry aml
Glorta Tenmiswn were Introduced to
Abrica in 1648 by the lire Fort Worth

a

FIEN THE tinited States pro-
posed a complete han an the

oil tnan F Rick lohnson. whis was Jirst
president of the Farr Wenh Zoalogical
Assaclation Harry Temmison hecame
third president of the Zoological As
soclation, and his son Lew Tenmson.
I8 the current president Also along on
that tnieial u‘anu in 1048 were actoy
Jimmy Stewart aned wife Glaria, who
were close triends of "Fran® folinsan
and hin wite, Bess Johnsan

Since thar bt safar, Hapy Ten-
nison bas boen going to Africa two of
three times 2 year, wsually sccom
paniedd by bis wite and oten accom.
pasiied by their children M Tenns
sof 1 the formet Glotia Lupton. Her
tamily weie parr owness of the Cow-
Cala bettling company in Forl Werth
and co-tounded the Braw Lupitan
Foundation. Their thiee childien, Lee
Tenmison, kit Tennison Moncrief sl
il Tenntmon Bames. prew up poing Lo
Africa.

In the eatly 16708 the Tenmisons
toak mere than 200 teenagern to South
Africa to attend the Wildertess Lead
erihip Scthaol Among the peo
ple who went o Alrica with the Ten
nisans wete Lee Dass, on whose ranch
eme pair of the black rhinos ase ving
and Ben Formson i

Tenntton srudied the Swahill lan
guage aned alter passing stongent e
Quirements, eamned a protessional
huntes's license Then le realized thar
the wildlife of Afvics was tisappeaymy
even an he watcliod. In 19606, Tennison
and fellow sportsmen founded Game
Conscrvanion liternational. g ftga
ataation dedicated o the potectiong,
preservation and utibization of wildllle

I addition to the preservanian of
the black rhina. the prgamzanon has
funded ant-poaching offouty m Moy
ﬁtm ‘;l"aulnzau‘u;:‘1 search pn

£ and e ik (h Kenya
ressarch on the mufr?mm I, Diicks
Untmired 0 Mexico, and the Wilider.
nesd Leadership Schoal |n South
Afelca

When the rwo Zimbabweasy offi
ciale who accampamed the things o
Fort Worth prepared (o retum o Zim.
bhabwe. Game Conservation Inwerna:
tional presemted a dheek for $30,000
to the officlals. The imciney will be psed
i the Zimbabwean fight 1o sap the
peaching of rhinow, This was in ad.
dition to mora than §200,000 the o
fanieation spent ro bring the black yhi:
nos & Texas

Hia fight ulm mlfndanmi attimal
opectes has browght Harry L'enmison
Last [bendy gl hires enemies. He nin

I goes 1o Koy because tn 1977
AT an dnternational meeting of the

—-“.__\_

World Wildemess Congress, Tennison
expased 4 praching operation i Ken.
Y& naming tames, times and dates
and giving the documentation o back
up his accusations | did (t becauge |
eould see the end of the dephanr amd
the rhine 1 Kenya — Lyt | weuldnt
dare ser foot tn that country today,”
Tennison savs

When Game Consesvition Lutst
tatianal met m Loandon Tenipon was
Invited to meef tallow conservattonst
Prince Bhilip, "t waw supposed ta be
A 15 munute andience. but we viatted
mare than 45 minites,” the Forr
Worth man revalls

When the black thinss wene suc
cessiully hwh’: to this counity, ane
of the tirst individuals Lo congranlate
Tenuison was the Chuel of the Zulys
Dr lan Mlayer, who meently jetirsd
from the board of directors of National
Parks Hoard af Sauth Atnica. i a dase
friend of Tennisan s Dr Player s the
brother of golfer Gary Player

ENNISON FINST nade an

offer to bring rhines w Tey.-
[ ’ as ranches i 1980 ara meet
— 2 thg of antmal conservation
¥t in Lunden They didn
tnderstand what | wu._nfn?' he ad
Hibs s suggesiion not on ¥ was e
ected. but peogile he didy't sven know
wrore Tenntson nasty letters sccusing
him of rrying 1o carer the market on
rhmnnds:{l

Mo
“No one could hire me o mﬂ;

to go through what | endured
nexst four year ' Tenmison nlw:

He luds Forr Worth peaple 1o be
Ematc people. “They ae clase to the

nd — most of them wete tiised on
the land and grew up with an appre
clathon for 11"

Tenuison and his family ae o
vinced that improvemsents inder way
at the Fort Worth Zoo are warth the
effons Even without black rhinos. the
o0 was vistted by move than 200,000
people List year, On 4 recent ramy
summes afternoon, TEnmsan pamted
out that the doo's parking ot was filled
despie the weaths),

Temmson colebrated Is Y0tk .
day tn July, and he plans to wiite hiy
oWt story abear anmal cannervalion
soon. His family ju o perade
Tenmison to show down. bur as he ex.
Platais, “1 canr it still” I adidinon 1o
witting a book Tentison atready s ar
wark oit anoihes projet to saye ¥ou
anothet endangered species byt he
‘can't salk abotit that project yer *

Fittr o Moy i
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