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TEXAS RANCHER CALVIN BENTSEN,
A FORMER BIG-GAME HUNTER, TAKES
HIS BEST SHOT AT SAVING THE RHINOS

c alvin Bentsen s 2. 2(00-0cre mnch, Ta
Coma, shimmers in the noonday heat,
hust 35 pidles from the Mexican border,
the landscape i typical south Texus—
(Wled with sun-llasted cactus, mesqnite
and thomy hidsache. A lor La Coma's
wildlife, though, that's niot 5o orpleal. Just
check the corral, There's Calvin Bentsen
himself, leatting over the fenc
Wil S22l 1o be some wart ol Tex:-Maox
voodoo incanmtion. SChulal Tombe! Ma
chiol Totol” The words must contnim pow
erfuil mugic for, within moments, the
eround I8 atremble, the air flled with a se
fes of demonie snorts and grunts,
b Suddenty o four black rhinos hiaVe mio
Yiew: “My petd " gring (he 6dayehr-ald

e moulimg

rancher. Nearly extinet [y the wild—there
are only 3 500 remidingip in Alrica—euch
ol Benisen s Ypets™ hias the appraximate
bulk of o Toyota. Bentsen_along with i
tandiul pl others like him, hopes 1o save
enoiigh rhines 1o one day repopulaie the
African wilths "If we don't do some-
thing," he says, “the entire specles will
disappear feom the earth in bur lifetime

It may wlieady be loo late—nntl the rhi-
o ratichers know L SUL e wiork s
valuable,.” says Ed Maniska, ditector of
the Cinemnnati zoo and species survival
plan coordinator for the black rhino.
"We're delighted 1o have the additional
pace e Tunchers glve Us

Hentsen, d colisin off Texus Sen. Lloyd

Phatogrophs bry John Stormy

Bentsen, Introduces s thundering herd
Chull [Spanish for "cute™), Macho ("4
male”), Tombe "voung lndy™) and Toto
["baby gl Chola's 9 month-oI0, 500-
Ib. daughter; In the sweltering heat, heir
collective rhino bouguet makes the eyes
whter, Bentsen's are brimming too—hut
with pride. "l love to be around them.™ he
gy, as he fecds Toto an apple: “Any
body Who'd wint to ki ane of these
Fweel rhinos ought (o be hung up ™

Hurd wordd, but then Beritsen knows
whereol he speaks. A reformed big-gam)
hunter; he bnce ghot ind killed o thing
humsell. 'l wouldn't shoot poe ignin,” he
sayn. 1’5 just not something the world
cun afford any longer, "
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Far their living
room, Bentuen
und wifs Marge
choose o huni-
ing mofif, Be-
low, the couple
shool: doves on
thedr vast Texas
ronch. “Real
hunting,” says
Calvir, “ine
volves resped

for the animal.”

Bentse. who grew up in McAllen, just
north of the border, understands the urge
10 hiunt Before he was old enough (o car-
ry n shotgun; he'd go “shogeing” for his
father, Elmer, scrambling Uirous)) the

brush (o retrieve the birds his daddy shot,
Later, Eliner, i wealthy banker and real
estate man, ook Tim deer huntlng, By ihe
time Calvin hod made hisown fortunz in
real emate, big game had become hin
grind passion. Along wilh hswife,
Minge, and their three daughtors, Bent
sent went on &ix salirs between 1965 nnd
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- and leapard. T dan'l have a guilty cons

v sen, who stll hunis birds ind deer, *in

1982 nd munuged to bag the so-talled big
five—thino, elephant, linn, Cape buffali

peience or anyihing like that," savs Bent-

those days we might see herds of 100 ele-
phants L35 time 1 was in Kenya we'd be
fucky f6 see five or six || wasn'l the humn
ers who cautsed (e hierds ta dwindle, if
wits e poachets with maching guns ™
Elmer Bentsen had booeht 18 Coma
[Sputitsh {or 4 |ocal berry (ree) in the
19405 and raised cattle ere. [n 1975 he
and hisson started Socking the ranch
with exotie animuli There are now some
400, incluchng axls deer, fallow deer.
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“If we don't do something,”
says Bentsen, who once hunted
rhinos himself, “the entire
species will disappear from the
earth in our lifetime.”
*

wildebeest and the endangered Grevy's
eebwa and gaur, The first rhinos arrived in
1983, aller Bentsen uinil several dozen
other aMuent huniers banded together 1o
sive o8 muny a8 possible. Thus far, (hey
have placed 135 on private same ranclies
In Afresd and brought 21 more o the 1).§

For ihe onceendangered Chuly, Ma-
eho and Tombe, living well is the best re
venge: The climate of south Texas ix simi-
tiar 1o thist of thelr native Zimbabwe., and
(hey are predectad by o round-the-clock
guard posted outsdde thelr superstrong,
rhineg-proof four-acre cormil, Since thinos
are salitary and somewhal ornery—thes
will even charge each other—ihey canne
be herded. Instead, (he powerful one- 1o
Pwo-tan creaiures are moved sround ws-
NEg apples ps 7 lure

Bentsen himscll enjoys feeding them
but he has bsarned to do it earefully.
Twa months ugo, he lost the tip of his
pinkie when he dropped an apple, went
to pick it up and had his hand pinned
against the corral fence by Chuli's hom
"My fault” he zave Y1 should have
besn watching more closely,” Benisen
loves hig rhimos bur understands they
can't be treated as pets; “They've gotten
1o wilete ey caome to the sound of my
volee,” he says. “But these pnimaly need
to be Ireated with respect. They can get
to where they're nol afrald of vou, bt
you always ought {0 siay afraid of
them™ —Xent Demaryt
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