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minated as a species. Today the population of bontebok has increased to over 8oo and it is no longer
the rarest antelope in the world. We spent three days and nights out in the reserve. Each day these
uncommonly marked antelopes stood scarcely a stone’s throw from our motor-car, in which we spent
the night. It was comparatively easy to get pictures of them because they were not particularly shy and
usually kept in our vicinity. Every morning Mr Rieth brought us good South African beer instead of
coffee. He knew that we came from Munich and intended that the beer should be a special treat. We
much appreciated his gesture and accepted the beer with alacrity.

The Addo Elephant National Park, which is only about 20 square miles, is not far from Port
Elizabeth. It is one of the few wildlife reserves that is completely enclosed, being encircled by a
unique fence which withstands even the most powerful Addo Elephant. This fence is made of old
tramlines from Port Elizabeth which support very thick cables from disused lifts, making a strong
but springy fence. Mr Marais, the Chief Game Warden of the Addo Elephant National Patk, took
considerable trouble to bring his few elephants within camera-range. In 1960, when we were there,
only 29 of these pachyderms still lived in the reserve. They were the remnants of the most southerly
form of elephant in Africa, which once numbered thousands. Known as Cape elephants by zoologists,
they differ from those occurring farther north in being somewhat smaller. It is believed that a few
more may be living a secluded life in the tropical forests of Knysna, an area which we had passed a
few days earlier when driving along good roads. These animals however have not been seen for years
and only occasional tracks bear witness to their presence.

The campaign against this form of elephant is a typical example of the systematic persecution of a
wild animal population. It is a particulatly tragic chapter in the story of wildlife extermination by the
white man. In 1922 there were still about 120 to 130 Cape elephants living in the Addo bush counttry,
an extensive and almost impenetrable area of rain-forest. However, they caused damage in the neigh-
bouring plantations of the settlers who continued to encroach on the bush and consequently official
circles decided that all the elephants should be shot. A skilled hunter was employed and in this faitly
restricted hunting area he shot 100 elephants in a period of eleven months. When, however, he brought
down sixteen elephants in a record time of only half a minute, public opinion changed and became
opposed to any further slaughter. Only about a dozen Cape elephants survived and it is from this
remnant population that the herd now living in Addo Elephant National Park is gradually being
reconstituted.

When the reserve was established the game warden at the time, Mr Armstrong, decided to protect
the few remaining animals by enclosing them completely. By doing so, the humans and their planta-
tions would also be saved from further damage. After much trouble and many attempts he finally
managed to construct the fence with the tramlines and cables already mentioned. With a bit of good-
will this would have been possible earlier and thus the gruesome shooting of so many animals could
have been prevented.

On our first afternoon a group of eleven Addo elephants came out of the bush in brilliant sunshine
and passed along in front of the thorn scrub where we could see them, as though giving us a formal
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outstretched necks, their big ears continually on the alert. Finally the leading bull arrived; females
and young respectfully made way for him. It was an enchanting sight. Fortunately the baboons
had not noticed us. Had they done so their alarm calls would have immediately scared the
nyalas away. These crepuscular antelopes are rarely seen and scarcely ever in sunlight suitable for
filming.

Some days later our luck held in the Umfolozi Sanctuary, one of the few refuges of the white
rhinoceros. Colonel Vincent in Pietermaritzburg recommended his Chief Game Warden Players to us
and with his help we were able to make rapid progress. Even on our very first stalking expedition
through the reserve area we got a sight of the white rhinoceroses. We saw ten of them standing
peacefully in a swampy hollow, grazing together by a small pool. It was like a scene from prehistory.
As we started to set up the telephoto camera at a distance of about 100 yards, Playets signalled to us
and invited us to go up closer to the rhinos with him. The wind was favourable and the animals did
not notice our approach. Soon there were only 15 to 20 yards separating us. We were standing com-
pletely unprotected in front of these powerful animals, hidden from them only by a natural screen of
grass about three feet high, without a tree in the vicinity in which we could have taken refuge in an
emergency.

Then they went for a bathe. They moved into the water one after the other, calmly and without any
sign of haste. I was so excited that I could no longer count how many of them wete already lying down
in the water, how many were stuck in the mud on the banks, or how many were still standing in the
shade of the bushes which fringed the pond. I filmed while Helmut took still photographs. In a herd
of white rhinoceros there is plenty of activity and every aspect of this unique spectacle was worth
recording.

Then I suddenly felt the wind on the back of my neck. Simultaneously all the rhinos stood up and
came out on land. Rhinoceroses have poor vision but their hearing is good and their sense of smell
excellent. With loud rumbling noises they came even closer to us, trampling on everything. In spite of
their clumsy shape their agility astounded me. They could easily have overrun us and trampled us
underfoot—each of these animals weighs two tons. Players lifted up his hands and shouted something
at them. He knew his animals, their habits, their weaknesses and naturally also their strength, but he
was also quite certain that in this situation there was nothing to be afraid of. The animals appeared
surprised but in no way frightened. All wild animals take special guard when young are present but
as there was none in this group there was no reason for them to attack. Black rhinos would probably
have charged but white rhinos are not so aggressive.

The whole herd then moved off. We followed them in the Land-Rover and overtook them; we
were able to film them again before they hurried off. We spent four days among these huge animals of
which there are now only about 4000 in existence. Whenever we encountered them they were in open
country with scattered bushes and undergrowth. We often stood only a few yards from them, even
closer than on the first occasion at the pool, but Players urged caution on two occasions only: once
when a mother with a calf showed no sign of giving way to us and the other occasion was when two

206






Springbok continually crossed our path. Bushmen, looking as primitive as the desert itself, crept
after them with bow and poison arrows. They too ate protected in the Kalahari Gemsbok National
Park just as the oryx and the other animals. The park offers a last asylum to these primitive people, a
small paradise for one of the oldest human races of Africa. Here they can hunt with bow and arrows
and obtain the modest essentials for their simple way of life. They do this in the old traditional way,
as their ancestors did hundreds of years ago, long before the white settler came and drove them back
into this sun-drenched, waterless waste. During the greater part of the year man and animals can only
satisfy their requirements for water by obtaining moisture from the juices of tuberous plants.

The bushmen showed us how to hunt with poison arrows and we were able to film these primitive
hunters bringing down a springbok in record time. They creep up to the wild herds like cats; then
the arrow speeds from the bowstring. The stricken antelope leaps high into the air and soon dies from
the action of the poison. The bushmen then squeeze the green stomach juices from the paunch, and
drink this fluid which has a high vitamin content. While we were filming them they talked to each
other, making peculiar clicking sounds; they were probably discussing us or speaking about the
successful hunt. They only hunt to supply themselves with food. A native population has never been
known to exterminate an animal species yet. It is only the foreign intruder who goes mad with his
modern weapons in an immoderate and irresponsible way, either for profit or for the sheer pleasure
of killing.

EAST AFRICA

In February 1961 we left South Africa and flew to the eastern part of the continent. OQur first stop was
Nairobi. This bustling but beautiful capital city was the point of departure for most of our safaris in
the National Parks of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. The best known nature reserves in these three
East African states are Nairobi National Park, Tsavo National Park, Amboseli Game Reserve,
Ngorongoro Crater Reserve, Meru Game Reserve, Manyara National Park, Serengeti National Park,
Queen Elizabeth National Park and Murchison Falls National Park. In the course of the year we
visited all of these reserves and went in search of the rare animals living in them. In South Africa I
had tended to concentrate on individual animals species, whereas here in East Africa I was more keen
on filming big herds. Nowhere else in the world today can one find such enormous congregations of
big game of various species as in the wild life reserves of East Africa. I visualised shots of these huge
herds of animals as providing a particularly impressive closing sequence for my entire film.

During my first expedition I did not see any herds of sufficient size for my purpose as the time of
year was not suitable. This first tour in East Africa, therefore, served more as a preliminary recon-
naissance in which I was able to get to know a world full of animals that was still new to me. One
cannot hurry through these reserves and it takes more than one expedition to get the feel of the place
and to sort out the endless oppottunities which these areas offer to a maker of wildlife films.

In September 1963 I flew for the second time to East Africa. During this journey I was accompanied

208






One morning we were returning tired and hungry after a reconnaissance trip through the Nairobi
National Park. Even our guide, Kilonso, no longer showed the typical alertness of an African game
warden when taking someone out with him on safari. Some vultures in the sky, however, suddenly
made him aware that there was something going on. They were circling high in the sky and then
gradually losing height. I turned the car across country, following the hand signals made by our guide.
We soon discovered a large pack of Cape hunting dogs. Most of them lay sleeping in the grass while
five youngsters romped about among the adults. They allowed us to approach them in the car to
within about twenty yards without getting up. One of them occasionally looked across at us briefly
but had we stepped out of the car, they would all have been off. These animals are not accustomed to
humans walking on foot and it is only possible to approach them in a car without alarming them or,
indeed, being frightened oneself.

The Cape hunting dogs had full bellies; they had eaten a gnu and the remains were still lying in the
grass. The vultures which Kilonso had noticed circling in the sky were attracted to these remains. I
had always been on the lookout for hunting dogs but had never been able to locate them. Now I had
a whole pack spread out in front of me, including youngsters playing quite happily.

Cape hunting dogs are sociable animals. They usually hunt in packs according to a well-defined plan,
which one is tempted to regard as a tactically planned campaign. Once they have selected their prey
by sight, they do not kill it as quickly and painlessly as lions and leopards. They chase it to the point
of exhaustion and slowly overpower the tired animal. Then the pack feeds to satiety. All Cape hunting
dogs have the same colours, but in spite of this the actual patterning is very variable and no two animals
are exactly the same in external appearance. Only the tip of the tail is white in every individual. Like
wolves these wild dogs are restless wanderers, they are here today but by the morrow they may be
dozens of miles away. So I was glad, therefore, to have them in view on this occasion in such large
numbers and for such a long time.

On Lake Magadi, one of the salt and soda lakes in the Rift Valley, we found the largest assembly of
flamingoes that I have ever seen in my life. There are only 2 few places in the world where one can
see these elegant birds in such numbers—possibly still in India, South America and the West Indies.
We could only estimate the numbers approximately in this vast assembly, an exact count would have
been virtually impossible. There must have been hundreds of thousands of birds.

We arrived at Lake Magadi in the middle of the day when the temperature was at its maximum. The
heat was almost unbearable as we left the car. There was a little shade, provided by some bushes
about the height of a man but it was totally inadequate. The glaring rays of the sun glittered over the
wide, shallow basin of the lake which was covered with a hard crust of soda in many places. The light
colout of the shores and the mudflats glistening with salt helped to reflect the heat. Wherever the eye
rested on the lake there were flamingoes standing or walking about, so densely packed that there was
scarcely a foot’s breadth between them. There wete also thousands on the wing, and their pinkish-
red plumage made bands of colour in the sky like flying banners. There was constant activity, birds
coming and going all the time. In this ‘city of flamingoes’ one could no longer distinguish individual
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voices, the calls mingled into a single murmur which came in waves of sound across the glittering
landscape.

The water of a flamingo lake must contain an incredibly rich food supply for the birds; how other-
wise could it satisfy the hundreds of thousands that are there every day ? In the mud of the saline water
there live tiny invertebrate animals and blue-green algae which the flamingoes eat. They continually
stamp and trample in the shallow water and in this way loosen the food which they take from the
water, scooping it up in their bills. The finer particles of food are caught in the hair-like lamellae on
the inside of the bill which serve as a sieve, the water being expelled by muscular movements of the
tongue and throat.

The drinking water required by flamingoes must be fresh. Although we were in the vicinity, thirst
made them forget all shyness. It seems that in the heat of midday they find it more important to slake
their thirst than to feed. They collected in their thousands at a shallow channel in which fresh spring
water flowed into the lake from the slopes of the shore. We made use of some cover provided by tall
elephant grass in a small hollow to cteep a bit closer. There was not a breath of air moving across the
bay and the heat was almost stifling. The film equipment was so hot to touch that I could handle it
only with a handkerchief. We managed to remain in the hollow for half an hour but were then driven
out by the fierce heat. On the way back we found a completely fresh spoor of a lion in the sand which
had not been there previously. Had the lion been following us or had it also wanted to get to the fresh
water for a drink ? We decided not to investigate any further but to beat a hasty retreat as thirsty lions
can turn unpleasant.

My third journey to East Africa took place in the period March to May 1965. Once again Peter
Hoser was my companion. We worked first in Kenya, then in Tanzania and flew back later to Uganda.
There I wanted to pay a visit to the Murchison Falls National Park, with which I was still unfamiliar.
During this journey I was looking principally for large herds of game which I eventually found in the
numbers I wanted.

It was a very hot day in March when we drove from Nairobi to the Tsavo National Park. Mr Mervyn
Cowie, Director of National Parks in Kenya, had already warned the park authorities that we were
coming. Two hundred miles of the pootly surfaced road from Nairobi to Mombasa lay ahead of us.
Although our equipment was placed on the upholstered rear seat of the Land-Rover, we did not dare
to drive fast. We reached Voi late in the afternoon and turned off the main road here; two hours later
we were at Aruba Lodge in the eastern part of the Tsavo National Park. This park is one of the three
largest protected areas in the world and is well-known for the wealth of its big game. A particularly
large number of elephants live here; their population is estimated at 16,000 head. No African reserve
has as many pachyderms as this National Park.

A large dam has been constructed in front of the comfortable lodge. It was built as a freshwater
reservoir. During the dry season many elephants come to this lake every day to drink. However the
rainy season was just starting, rain had already fallen in the neighbourhood when we arrived and we
had no time to lose if we were to film the large herds of elephants before they moved off.
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magical horn and to people who earn only a few pence per day,
the incentive to poach is very great indeed. Even armed guards
and the threat of severe penalties are insufficient deterrents, In
addition there is the difficulty of effective supervision of animals
in jungle swamps that can only be penetrated with riding
elephants.

The outlook for the great Indian rhino is indeed a gloomy
one but there is one ray of hope in that these animals can now be
kept in paddocks without too much difficulty. In captivity they
live to a good age, up to 20 years. Moreover, since 1956, young
have been born in captivity on four occasions. All those born
in the zoos at Basle and Whipsnade were reared successfully
and from these a breeding pair was established at Milwaukee
Zoo in the United States. It is therefore to be hoped that the
species will at least be preserved in zoos, even if it becomes
extinct in the wild.

Great White Egret
Egretta alba p. 38

The elegant gteat white egtet is slightly smaller than the grey
or common heron (Ardea cinerea) but it has a more slender neck
and longer legs. It is a bird of the open countryside.

Looking at a map of the geographical distribution of the
great white egret one might come to the conclusion that this
species is common: it has the widest distribution of all the
species of heron—of which there are about 6o in the world. The
great white egtet is represented by various races, which differ
only slightly, on all the continents and broadly speaking is only
absent from the northern half of the northern continents. It is
primarily at home in the warmer countries. In Europe its north-
western nesting place is on the Neusiedler Lake in Austria.

The map however is deceptive. In reality the great white
egret is nowhere common, on the contrary in most places it is
rather a rarity. There are several reasons for this. First, it only
breeds in very extensive areas where water is present and today
these areas are becoming increasingly scarce. Secondly, the
great white egret has suffered a lot of persecution; it has been
ruthlessly hunted for a long time for its feathers.

During the breeding season most species of heron carry
ornamental plumes on the head, neck and shoulders. These are
very finely constructed, the feathers are narrow and the barbs
are long and free, giving a filigree effect. The ornamental plumes
of the great white egret are more handsome than those of other
species and they attain a length of 18 inches. For hundreds of
years these plumes were highly valued among eastern European
and Asiatic peoples as adornments for civil and military head-
gear. Only noblemen and persons of rank were permitted to
wear them.
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Just as the hunter in Upper Bavaria wears a chamois-beard
in his hat, so in former times the Hungatian grandee used to
wear a spray of egret plumes. Plumes of egrets were expensive:
even before the First World War. Plumes from several birds
were needed to make up a really handsome spray and, decorated
with diamonds, the spray cost as much as a mink coat today.
They were valued accordingly and were among the gifts by
which princes expressed the bestowal of favours. Thus after the
Battle of Aboukir Bay, Admiral Nelson received handsome
egret plumes as acknowledgment from the Sultan of Egypt. At
one time European ladies’ fashions also demanded egret
feathers. The result was that the great white egret was ruthlessly
hunted throughout the world.

The fully developed ornamental plumes are at their best at
the beginning of the breeding season and later they become
abraded and bedraggled; the adult egrets were therefore killed
at their nesting sites. As a result whole colonies were destroyed.
Today we are faced with the problem of how to preserve the few
remaining great white egrets. Those on Neusiedler Lake,
numbering about 260 pairs, have been put under strict pro-
tection.

GREVY’S ZEBRA sce Zebras
GRIZZLY BEAR see Brown Bear
GUANACO see South American Camels

GUILLEMOT see Common Guillemot

Hawaiian Goose
Branta sandvicensis  pp. 104, 105§

The Hawaiian goose or ne-ne, as it is called in the islands where
it occurs, is a peculiar offshoot of the Canada and Brent goose.
Its distribution has always been testricted to some of the
Hawaiian Islands, where it occurred mainly on Hawaii and
Maui.

The ne-ne has given up a life associated with water and swamp
such as is led by most other geese. Their habitat is the crevassed
surface of old lava fields of the big island volcanoes. The lava
region whete these geese live provides an almost completely dry
habitat, although there are some small ponds where they
occasionally swim. They are good swimmers but are seldom
seen on the ponds. They also fly well but do not undertake large-
scale migrations like so many of their relatives. They usually
live at high altitudes where the forest on the volcanic slopes is






muddy wallows are used, the trees and bushes are spattered
with mud as the rhinos like to chafe themselves after a wallow.

The Javan rhinoceros normally lives solitarily; they are only
found in pairs when the bulls are mating with the cows or when
the mother is looking after her calf. The calf is suckled for at
least two years and becomes sexually mature at the earliest at
four years of age. Since a female is pregnant for about 16 months
and suckles for two years, she can produce a calf at the most
every third year; usually it is only every four years. In view of
this slow rate of reproduction, it is not surprising that man can
bring about the extermination of this species with comparative
ease and, as the numbers decline, the process of extermination is
accelerated. This armoured animal has scarcely any natural
enemies, except perhaps the tiger which may occasionally kill
a calf when the mother is not on the alert.

The Javan rhinoceros was formerly distributed from Upper
Burma over the whole of south-east Asia including the Malayan
Peninsula to Sumatra and Java, and it occurred in all suitable
habitats. The high price paid for the horn, particularly by
Chinese apothecaries, is due to the damnable legend that in
pulverised form it works wonders as an aphrodisiac. This belief
led automatically to intensive hunting first of the Asiatic species
of rhinoceros (Indian, Javan and Sumatran) and when these
were almost exterminated, to the hunting of the African species
(white and black rhinoceros).

Thus the Javan rhinoceros has been reduced to two dozen
head at the most, which live in the reserve area of Udjong Kulon
in the extreme west of Java. It is possible that there are still
half a dozen individual animals scattered on the mainland, pre-
sumably looking for mates. The reproduction rate is also thought
to be very low in Udjong Kulon. Unfortunately there is not a
single individual of this animal species in any zoo—hitherto
only seven Javan rhinos have been kept in zoos for any length
of time—so the last instalment of the story of Javan rhinos on
this planet will soon be finished.

Kakapo or Owl Parrot
Strigops habroptilus  p. 148

There are more than 300 species of parrot, among which the
kakapo is the most peculiar and one of the most interesting. It
lives in New Zealand, a country which has many remarkable and
ancient bird forms.

The kakapo’s short, rounded wings look like two fans when
spread out. They are not used for proper flight but assist the
bird’s progtess as it climbs about in trees or glides down to the
ground; the wings are also slightly extended and used as balanc-
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ing organs, as they run fast along the ground. The long feathers
which radiate like the facial disk of a barn owl have earned them
the popular name of owl partots, although these birds have no
other similarity to an owl and are of course quite unrelated to
the owls.

In the moss-festooned southern beechwoods of the mountain
gorges in which the kakapo occurs, one does not normally see
it during the day, although one may come across characteristic
signs of its presence, as for example well-trodden paths in dense
undergrowth which are reminiscent of mammal runs. During the
day the kakapos remain hidden in holes among the stilt-like
roots of the forest trees; they are principally active at night.

Their food consists almost entirely of the shoots and leaves
of plants, particularly ferns and grasses, but also berries. The
bird does not swallow the green parts whole but chews them
in the bill breaking them up so that one never finds fibres in the
stomach or intestine. The masticated fibres become lumped
together and are left lying around. This bird is not easy to
track down but the lumps of chewed fibres and the trampled
paths provide signs of its presence.

The two to three white eggs, which are small for the imposing
size of the bird are laid in a hole beneath a tree root. Apparently
never more than two young are reared, often only one.

The kakapo was not discovered until the middle of the last
century. At that time it still occurred in North and South
Islands of New Zealand and in places it was even comparatively
common. But within a few decades it had disappeared from
Notth Island and had become very rare on South Island. Today
there are possibly not more than zo individuals living in a
secluded valley on the south-west coast of South Island.

The kakapo must now be regarded as one of the rarest birds
in the world. How has this situation arisen? For a long time it
was considered that the white colonisers of New Zealand should
bear the sole responsibility for the disappearance of the kakapo
from the greater part of its former range. Today, however,
scientists who have been engaged on intensive studies concern-
ing the decline of so many species in the Old New Zealand
fauna, believe that the matter is not so simple and the reasons for
the decline of the kakapo may date back still farther. There is no
conclusive evidence as yet and probably many factors are in-
volved in the decline. Nevertheless, there are impressive eye-
witness accounts from older naturalists who saw dogs pulling
the kakapos out of holes and killing them and doubtless, if one
is to believe these stories, the white man’s dogs may well have
been responsible for the extermination of kakapos in many
valleys. This cannot be the sole reason for their disappearance,
however, as there are many secluded valleys in the thinly
populated South Island which are practically never disturbed
and these areas could provide the kakapo with a suitable habi-
tat.



It is about ¢ feet in length and weighs 700-900 lb. The under-
parts are more strongly marked, with irregular yeliowish-white
flecks, than the upperparts. The young are much paler at first,
almost whitish-grey.

Weddell seals hunt small fish and squid, which they can
swallow easily. They keep their blow-holes free by constantly
breaking the new ice as it forms. For most of the year they live
in small groups or even singly; however, about a week before
pupping, the females collect together on the edge of the ice in
loose groups, of up to several dozen. The pups are born in
September and October, after a gestation period of 310 days;
at birth they are about half the length of the adult females and
weigh about 70 lb. The mother’s milk is extremely rich in fat
and very nutritious. The young grow fast and by the time
weaning takes place, when they are 2 months old, they have
already quadrupled their weight. The mother does not leave her
resting place from one weck before to one week after the birth
of the pup and by the end of the suckling period she will have
lost 2} cwt.; after this period, however, she soon puts on weight
again. Two weeks after the birth of the young, the mother
entices it into shallow pools, first of all, to accustom it to water;
she then takes it into deeper water gradually, until it can swim
and dive properly.

The population of Weddell seals in the Antarctic numbers
several hundreds of thousands and at the moment this species is
not threatened. It is not often hunted by man. Leopard seals
prey upon the young Weddell seals and killer whales on the
adults, but these losses are of no real significance.

White or Square-lipped Rhinoceros
Ceratotherium simum
and

Black or Narrow-lipped Rhinoceros

Diceros bicornis  pp. 228, 229

Nowadays rhinoceroses are only to be found in south Asia and
Africa, although earlier in the world’s history they also occurred
in Europe and North America. Of the five species still living,
three are Asiatic: Sumatran, Javan and great Indian rhinoceroses.
The black and the white rhinoceroses, on the other hand, are
African. Like the Sumatran rhino they carry two horns on the
front of the head.

The horns have no bony skeleton but are purely dermal
structures formed by the fusion of horny filaments which are
long, narrow and parallel to each other; the filaments are
anchored in the skin itself. The horns are used as weapons and
for digging out favourite roots, etc., rubbing against trees,
termites’ nests and so on. The horns become very sharp in the
process and can be dangerous. On the average the white rhino

310

has a longer anterior horn than the black rhino, but in the
latter the posterior horn is longer than the tront one. The
longest front horn so far recorded in the black rhinoceros is
53 inches long, and of the white rhinoceros 62 inches, the
posterior horns being 32 and 29 inches respectively.

Of the two African species the black rhino is the smaller and
lighter. It attains a shoulder height of about 62 inches, a total
length of approximately 155 inches and a weight of about 2 tons.
The white rhinoceros, on the other hand, stands about 78 inches
tall at the shoulders, is about 190 inches long and reaches a
weight of about 2} tons. Thus, after the elephant, the white
rhinoceros is the largest living land mammal in the world. These
figures suggest that the rhino is a heavy and cumbersome animal
but in fact it is astonishingly active and can move fast. In a
gallop, which admittedly cannot be kept up for long, they reach
a speed of 30 miles per hour. It is not surprising that these
colossi have no natural enemies in their home in Africa. Only a
young calf unprotected by its mother might perhaps be taken
by a lion or by a pack of hunting dogs. All quadrupeds move
about with care in the vicinity of adult rhinos. Rhinos. particularly
the black species, may become aggressive quite suddenly; they
have poor sight and when they are suspicious and upset, they
charge blindly at anything in front of them.

The black rhino is also known as the narrow-lipped from the
elongated, pointed and finger-like upper lip which it uses in a
prehensile manner when browsing on twigs and leaves. The
white or square-lipped rhino, on the other hand, has a broad
upper lip with which it grazes on grass and herbs. Since the
latter holds its head lowered when grazing it needs a particu-
Jarly powerful neck musculature to support the heavy head
which is over 28 inches long. This musculature makes it look
somewhat humped at the nape.

Both species live in grassy and bushy plains of the savannahs,
singly or in pairs, sometimes a few join together in loosely-knit
groups. They feed in the morning and evening, and in the heat
of midday they rest in the shade. They like to wallow in mud.
Their hide is undoubtedly thick but it is not insensitive and
wallowing appears to be beneficial; it helps to keep down the
ticks. These pests are also eaten by oxpeckers, small birds which
look somewhat like starlings; they land on the rhinos’ backs,
perch and run about on them, pecking and nibbling at the
ticks, searching in all the folds and cracks of the hide. They also
do good service as sentinels. They give warning of anything
suspicious by flying off and calling.

Young rhino calves can be seen at all times of the year. The
gestation period of the white rhinoceros is §10-540 days, and
530—550 days in the black rhino. Only one calf is born which is
suckled and tended for over two years. Therefore the cows only
produce offspring every three to four years; they are sexually
mature at three years at the eatliest. Rhinos can live to be
35 years old.












