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FOR RESTORING BENGAL

TO ITS FORMER PROSPERITY,

Preliminary Obfervations.

OVERNMENT, among the natives of a coun-

try, rifes imperceptibly from that impenetrable
obfcurity with which time and barbarifm have covered
the origin of mankind. When ftates are {fubdued by fo-
reign enemies, who are advanced in the arts of civil life,
a new conftitution generally ftarts up from their preflure
upon the old. Some laws of the conquerors muft ne-
ceffarily fuperfede fome of the regulations of the con-
quered ; but the ancient form of government remains
in alf the lefler departments of the ftate, When the
Patans: conquered India, when the Moguls extended
their empire over that country, many of the indigenous
laws of the northern nations of Afia were introduced 3

but the great fyftem, in moft of itsparts, defcended from -
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TO 1TS. FORMER PROSPERITY.

would be highly beneficial ; Bengal would draw great
quantities of money from all the regions of Afia; and,
by enriching herfelf, be rendered capable of bearing {uch
taxes wpon different articles, as this nation, for the
augmentation of the revenucs, might think proper to

impofe.

* Napal, Thibet, Ava, Arracin, Pegu, Siam, Cochin-
china, China, and almoft all the iflands in the Eaftern
ocean, produce gold: In the welt, that metal {feems on-
ly to be found in the Turkifh Diarbekir.  Japan and
China enly have filver mines, Afia contains native
wealth, which has enriched it in all ages, exclufive of
the balance of its commerce againft Europe. The
Author of the Enquiry means not that fpecie thould be
drawn from the Eaft. ‘But it might center in Bengal,
and make it one of the richeft kingdoms in the world ;
whilft we might import, in its manufactures, the furplus
of its revenues, without damaging either its foreign com-

merce or internal profperity.

Thefe two plans, and it is to be feared only thefe,
would reftore, under a government eftablithed on im-
partial juftice, Bengal to its former profperity and fplen-
dor. Let the lands be difpofed of in property: let a

paper currency be eftablifhed,  Every individual would,
in
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Monopolies

PLAN FOR RESTORING BENGAL

in {uch a cafe, become induftrious in improving his gwn
eftate; provifions would fall to a third part of the pre-
fent price ; the country would aflume a new facg,  and
the people wear the afpet of joy. Immenfe tralts of
rich land, which now, with their woods, conceal the
ruins of great cities, would again be cultivated; and
new provinces arife out of thofe marfhy iflands, near the
mouth of the Ganges, which arc, at prefent, the wild
haunts of the rhenoceros and tiger.

Monapolses.

‘HERE is no maxim in commerce better eftabli(h-
cd, than the deftructive tendency of monopolics.

In Bengal, its recent evils are well-known and abhorred.
A law muft provide againft it; otherwife every other
regulation will be made in vain, The illllabitants mult be
permitted-to enjoy a free trade; fubjed, hnwcver, to fuch-
impofts upon various articles, cxcepting thofe of cither
the growth or manufacture of Great Britain; as may be

thought reafonable from time to time. Grofs articles,

ncceflary for carrying on the finer manufactures,
ought, however, to be exempted from duty, and every
encouragement pofiible given to the export trnde
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