
254 sq. m and symbolises a type of Moham­
medan temple seen in the central part of 
Kenya. The lions are not allowed into the bus 
station. 

The Lion Bus is 8·695 m long, 2·460 m wide, 
3 ·loo m high and can seat 52 people. Windows 
are made out of double glass, each pane IO mm 
thick. The roof of the bus is made to support 
a weight of up to l,ooo kg (i.e. the equivalent 
of the weight of four lions). The bodywork of 
the bus is of steel, about twice the strength of 
that used in ordinary cars, and the materials 
used inside the bus are non-inflammable. In an 
emergency the door at the back end of one 
bus can connect with the other bus and people 
can thus be transferred safely from. one vehicle 
to another. 

Living in the park there are IO male lions, 
two female lions, one female lion that has been 
spayed and two cubs. The lions came from a 
number of zoos all over Japan and it was 
thought there would be considerable difficulty 
in introducing them all into the same en­
closure without fighting. However, as it 
turned out, fighting was not nearly as severe 
as we had imagined it would be. Lions under 
three years old hardly fought with each other 
at all, though the full-grown males had several 
serious fights. Newcomers to the group were 
invariably attacked. However, they had all 
settled down at the end of a month. The lions 
have now been together for IO months but a 
male leader has so far not emerged. Most of the 
fighting is caused by the females. 

RHINO, TAPIR AND OKAPI 
HOUSE AT WEST BERLIN ZOO 

by Heinz-Georg Klos 
Director, Zoologsicher Garten Berlin, 

West Berlin, Germany 

1 N July 1964 a new heated house with spacious 
enclosures for rhinoceroses, tapirs and okapis 
was opened to the public at West Berlin Zoo. 
It was built on the additional area of ground 
given to the zoo in 1959· This area also con­
tains the new bird house, the pheasantry, the 
riding stable and the camel house. The rhino, 
tapir and okapi house was designed by the 
architect, Diesing, in close co-operation with 

Architecture 

the zoo's scientific staff. As with all new build­
ings at West Berlin Zoo, the new house is 
built on an east-west axis. This means that the 
public area is on the north side, while the 
stables and outdoor enclosures face south­
in our climate this position makes the most of 
the best weather conditions. The whole build­
ing is 190 ft long and 45 ft wide. It is divided 
into two sections, one for rhinos and one for 
tapirs and okapis. 

The rhino section consists of six dens ( l ), a 
breeding den (2) and a water pool (3). Each of 
the six dens covers an- area of about 26 to 27 
sq. m. The pool is 4·70 m wide and 6·00 111 

deep, covering an area of 28·20 sq. m. Eight 
steps, covered with a special slip-proof surface, 
lead down into the water. The breeding den 
is situated in the western corner of the rhino 
section. It is separated from the other dens by 
solid walls and also by solid sliding doors. The 
animal dens are separated from the public by a 
ditch 1·60 m wide (8). The public area (5) is 
about 3 3 · 5 m long and 4· IO m wide. There are 
two entrances and each is screened to prevent 
draughts and loss of heat from the building. 

The service corridor (4) is situated behind 
the rhino dens. kis 1·50 m wide and leads to 
the food store ( 6) and the dung yard ( 7). All 
animals have to cross this corridor on their way 
to the outside enclosures. Therefore, both the 
den door and the door of the outside enclosure 
open in opposite directions, thus forming an 
enclosed passage for the animals. The food 
store covers an area of 20·70 sq. m. 

The public area leads into the tapir section 
and in the south-eastern comer of this there is 
an enclosure for okapis (IO). It covers an area of 
59·40 sq m and consists of two dens, partly out 
of sight of the public, and a large inside en­
closure. The tapir section (9) consists of three 
dens (so that the animals can be separated 
during the night) and is on the eastern side of 
the house. It has an area of 3T25 sq. m. The 
moat (8) between the dens and the public also 
serves as a bathing pool for the animals. Food 
store (6), service room (II) and dung yard (7) 
on the northern side of the house complete this 
section. 

In front of the house there are five outdoor 
enclosures (12). They extend the whole length 
of the building and consist of three enclosures 
for the rhinos, one for the okapis and one for 
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