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In an ideal world no one would
want to remove arguably one
of the most iconic featuresof a
rhino, but unfortunately thisis
not anideal world
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THE BIG PICTURE

Dehorning rhinos does
not affect productivity

Georgina Mills discusses new research examining the
impact of dehorning black rhinos - a measure that is used
to reduce the poaching of this endangered species.

DEHORNING black rhinos does not
appear to afect breeding, birth,
survival, Iife span or cause of death,
new research has found.

The stady, which was cinted
out by the University of Bristol vet
school, the Namtbtan Ministry of
Environasent, Forestry and Tourtsm,
and Save the Khino Trust, atmed
to butld on extsting knowledge of
populaion peoducivity In horned
and dehorned individuals.

It tnvolved four subpopulations of
bladk rhino (of the subspecies Nicevos
Bfcornts Moornts) In Namibta. Three
of the populations had undergone
some level of dehorming at least
mnoe, while cae of the populations
had never been dehomed. The team
of rescarchers looked at the age of
females 24 the birth of thetr first
clf, siverage time between the birth
of calves for cach female, birth sex
ratios, call survival, Wfe span and
cuse of death.

They found no statistically
significant ditferences for these key
fackars of population growth between
horned and deborned black rhinos.

Rbhino specics, and thetr parts and
dertvattves, accounted for 11,8 per
cent of fllegal wildiife seines by
valve between 2014 and 2018 the
thard highest antnal groap behind
clephants and pangolins. Demand for
rhino hom Is primartly driven by 1es
use in tradittonal medidne and as 3
status symbol.

Two species of thino are nattve o
Africa: MNoeves bicornts (black rhano)
and Geratotherfum stmum (white
rhine). High leveds of poaching,
particelarly in soathem Africa, are
putting both of these species at
Increased risk of extinction desplte
the tmplementation of extensive
anitpeaching Srategkes.

The black rhine s cinclly
endangered, with poaching coe
of several thaeats to the speckes”
smrvival. Mamy reserves acioss
a number of African countries,
including Namibiz, South Africa and
#imbabwe, now dehorn thedr rhinos
In an atiempt do reduce poaching. I
1, however, vifal that imttpeaching
measures do not compeomise the
viabtliry of these popalations.

M had previvusly been suggesiod
that dehorning could have a pegathve
effect om thino behaviour or blolegy,
cither through the consequences of
not having a ham or the
prvcess dtself, where the animal has
to be sedated.

incy Chimes, one of the
researchers, sald: “In am Meal
world no eoe would want o remoe
arguably one of the most kconle
features of a rhino, i1s homn, but
unfortunately this & not an sdeal
woald and relentless poaching has
forced mamy reserves fo resoet (o
dehorning.

*Our study found there were no
stanstically stgnificant ditferences
Im vy of the measures of
peoductivity evaluated between
dehomed and horned rhinos, which
15 reassuring for the use of dehorning
as an antipraching detesrent in black
thinos.

Due to the small sample stee, the
rescarchers say 1 ts parttculardy
tmpoctant that futuse studics
callate data from 2s many rescrves,
comsesvancies and national parks
ACISS 35 many countries as possible,
=02 larger analysts can take place.

This will also 2low for factors
such as ammmal changes tn chimatic
conditions, Lrge prodator abundanos,
rhino dereties and female age to be
Better acoounied for. @






