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the pith year of the Irench era, amounted to 2,837,063 fr.
and its expences, adminiftrative, judiciary, and for public
inftruction, amounted to 354,279 fr. Its capital 1s Colmar,
and it 15 compoled of Upper Alface, Sundtgant, Poren-
truy, and a part of the bithopric of Bale. 'T'he foil 15 in
fome parts moderately fertile, aud in others yields all forts
of grain, wine, and paftures. It has mines of filver, cop-
per, lead, iron, and coal, with mineral {prings.

RuinNg, Confederation of the, now abolithed. See Coxre-
PERATION, &c.

RuiNe and Mofelle, one of the thirteen departments of
that region of France called the Reun’ted country, bounded
on the %\T by the department of the Roer, on the E. by the
Rhine, on the 3. by the departments of Mont Tonnerre
and the Saone, and on the W. by the departments of the
Sarre and the Roer ; fituated in N. lat. 50° 15', and formed
of a part of the electorate of T'reves, S. of Roer, and on
the left hand of the Rhine. Its territorial extent is 4860
kiliometres, or 2go {quare leagues, and the number of inha-
bitants 1s 203,290, It is divided into three circles or dif-
tricts, including 30 cantons, and 675 communes. The dif-
triéks are Coblentz, containing 69,900 whabitants ; Bonn,
?ﬂssﬂﬁ 3 and Simmern, 62,882, According to Halienfratz,
its extent in French leagues 1s 25 in length, and 12 in
breadth : it contains 3 circles, and 30 cantons, and a popu-
lation of 372,000 perfons. Ite contributions to the land-
tax, &c.in the year 11, amounted to 1,717,463 fr. ; and
its expences, admunitrative, judiciary, and for public in-
~{truétion, were 239,883 fr. 33 cents. The capital of this
department 1s Coblentz. Several tracts it are hilly and
wooded ; and others, though but indifferently fertile, pro-
duce confiderable crops of gran, flax, hemp, wine, fruits,
and paitures. 1t has mines of iron, quarries of marble,
flone, &ec.

Ruing, m Jehihyolsgy, a name given by Ariltotle, Ap-
pian, and molt of the Greek writers, to that {pecies of the
[qualus, which we ulually call the fguatina : the fguatus of
liidore and Pliny. Artedi has duftinguithed this from all
the other fpecies of the fqualus, by the having no pinna
ani, and the mouth in the extremity of the ﬁuut. See
DQUALUS. :

RHINE-GRAVE, in Germany, a count palatine of the
Rhine. See Grave and ParLaring.

RHINE-LLAND Rop, in Fartification, &c. a meafure
of two fathom, or twelve feet, ufed by the Dutch and Ger-
man engineers, &c.

RHINENCHYTES,in Surgery, a {fyringe for the nofe.

RHINFELS, in Geggraphy, a town and fortrefs of Ger-
many, in the county of Catzenelubogen, near St. Goar.

RHINGAU, or Rursincauv, a traét of country along
the Rhine, in the eleCtorate of Mentz, extending from
Baccharach to Mentz, celebrated for its excellent wine.

RuinGauv, in fehthyology, the name given by fome authors
to the lavaretus, a {mall tith caught in the German lakes,
and fent in pickle into many parts of the world.

RHINHEIM, in Geography., See Rruinneim.

RHINIUM, in Botany, a name given by Schreber, in
his Genera, 701, to the Tigareca of Aublet, Lamarck Illuitr.
t. 826 ; but in his addenda, 833, referred to TETRACERA ;
fee that article hereafter.

RHINOBATOS, in Jchthyalogy, the name of a flat
cartilaginous fifh, of the fquatina or monk-ffh kind, but
differing from it in this, that the body is proportionably
longer, and the head is more pointed ; and the mouth is a
Ez‘eat way below the end of the {nout, and placed under the

ad. It is from three to four feet long, and is common m
the Mediterranean, and brought to market m fome parts of
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Naples. This 1s a {pecies of ray in the Linnean fyitem.
See Raia.

RHINOCEROS, in Zooloygy, a genus of the clafs Mam-
malia and order Bruta, of which the generic charaéter is,
horn {olid, perennial, come, placed on the nofe, not ad-
hering to the bone.  There are two

D pecies.

Uxsrtcornis 3 One-horned Rhinoceros. The one horn of
this animal marks the {pecies. It inhabits marfhy places be-
tween the tropics 3 lives on thorns and {pinous plants; it
may be tamed, and becomes mild, but when enraged it will
overturn trees with its violence 1 its fight is weak, but its
hearing and Imell are very acute.

In the year 1739 we had a young rhinoceros with one horn
fhewn in England, of which Dr. Parfons has given a very
accurate account in the Philofophical Tranfaétions, N° 470.
p- §23, &c. or Abridg. vol. ix. p. g4, &ec.

The creature fed on rice, fugar, and hay ; his keeper
ufed to mix the rice and fugar in the following manner :
{even pounds of rice and three pounds of fugar made the
provifion for one day ; he eat this at three meals ; and befides
this he eat about a trufs of hay every week, and a large
quantity of greens that were brought to him at different
times, and of which he feemed more fond than of dried
food. He drank often, and always {wallowed a large quan-
tity of water at a time.

He appeared very peaceable in his temper, and bore to be
handled on any part of his body with great patience, except
when he was hungry ; but he was then always outrageous,
a3 alfo when he was ftruck. His molt violent paflions,
even on the lalt occafion, were however always immediately
appealed by giving him victuals. )

Notwithitanding the lumpith afpeét and heavy make of
this creature, he would jump about very nimbly in his fits
of pallion, and often leap to a great height ; and one com-
mon mark of his fury was the ftriking his head aganit the
walls, or any thing elfe that was in the way, and this he
would do with terrible violence. He was very apt to fall
into thefe paflions in a morning, before his rice and fug:tr
were given him, and from the whole he appeared quite un-
tractable, and feemed able, in his paflions, to have run fo
falt, as that a man on foot could not have efcaped him.

This creature was two years old, and did not exceed a
young heiferin height, but was remarkably broad and thick.
His head was very large ; and the hinder part of 1it, near
the ears, remarkably L%.'l'_”l-'i.ltt‘d above the reft of the face,
which was flat, and funk down i a remarkable manner n
the middle, rifing again towards the origin ef the horn, but
in amuch {maller degree.

The horn in this young animal did not rife above an inch
high from its tough bafis (though in full grown animals it 1s
fometimes three teet and a half long), and was black and
{mooth at the top, but ragged downwards ; and the deter-
mination of its growth is backward, not ftraight up ; t_h:'l'.
18 very evident]}r {een in the horns of old rhinoceroles, ‘u'-'|‘lll:h
are always curved in a confiderable degree that way. 1t we
confider the proportion of this animal’s fize to the lengthof
its horn, and thence carry the proportion to that between
the large horns we fee in the mufeums of the curious, we muft
{u ::Ee the animal of a very {tupendous fize, when at its
full growth.

The fides of the under-jaw i this creature {tand very
wide afunder, flanting outward to the lower edge, and
backward to the neck ; the edges turn outwards from this
ftruéture of the Lunes, and the head necellarily looks very

large. The rhinoceros has four cutting teeth, one on each
corner
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corner of each jaw, and fix grinders in each; the firlt re-
mote from the cutting teeth. That part of the head which
reaches from the fore-part of the horn to the upper lip,
may be called the nofe: this is very thick aud bulky, and
has a kind of circular [weep down towards the nuli’n:i!s; on
all this part there is a great number of ruge or wrinkies.

The noftrils are fituated very low, in the fame d:reﬁrttﬂu
with the opening of the mouth, and not more than an inch
from it ; and, when viewed in a fore-view, the whole _nnﬁf_-,
from the top of the horn to the t'?rﬁ{e of the l_f:m.'-cr lip, 15
fhaped like a bell. The under lip 15 like that of an ox, but
the upper more like that of a hurﬁ;, and he ufes 1t as that
creature does, to gather up hay from the rack, or grals
from the ground: but with this fuperor advantage, that
this creature has a power of extending this lip to I"!x or
feven inches in length from the nofe, and there drawing it
to a point: with this lip, thus extended, the creature 1s
able to grafp a ftick, or any fmall fubftance, and hold 1t
extremely faft ; and this power of prolonging the lip ferves,
in many purpofes, to the fame end as the trunk of that
other unwieldy animal, the elephant.

The tongue of the rhinoceros is faid to be fo rough as to
be able to rub a man’s flefh off from the boses ; but in this
young {ubjet it was fo foft, that it refembled that of a calt.
It may poffibly grow harder with age ; but the ftory of 1ts
effeéts feems of a piece with the many other falfe marvels re-
ported of this animal.  The eyes are dull and fleepy, much
like thofe of a hog in fhape ; he feldom opens them entirely ;
and it is to be obferved, that they are fituated nearer the
nofe than thofe of any other known gquadruped. 'The ears
are broad and thin towards the top ; the neck 1s very fhort ;
the fhoulders are thick and heavy ; the bedy is thick, and
juts out at the fides, and has a lml}nw in the back ; the hell:.'
hangs low ; the legs are {hort, thmk_, a.nd ﬂrnug + the hnnf_s
are divided into three parts, each pointing forward ; the tail
is flender, flatted at the end, and covered on the fides with
very {tiff thick black hairs; the fkin 1s naked, rough or tu-
berculated, lying about the neck in valt folds; there 1s
another fold from the fhoulders to the fore-legs, and another
from the hind part of the back to the thighs. The fkin is
thick, and feems almoft impenetrable, infomuch that it will
turn the edge of a fcymitar, and refitt a muflet-ball; it
feels like a piece of board of half an inch thick. It 1s co-
vered in all parts, more or lefs, with a fort of incruftations,
refembling {cales. Thefe are fmall en the neck, and largeil
of all on the fhoulders and hips ; between the folds of tlhis
thick fkin, the cuticle, which is left bare, i1s {oft and eafily
penetrable. The {cabby incruftations of the fkin have been
called {cales by fome writers ; but this 1s a very wrong term,
for they have nothing of the nature of fcales, nor any thing
of regularity in them.

The creature is of the retromingent, and therefore pro-
bably of the retrogenerative kind. Thofe animals that have
been brought to Europe have been young and {mall; bat,
according to Bontius, they equal the elepliant in the bulk
of their bodies, though they are lower, on account of the
fhortnels of theiwr legs. They inhabit Bengal, Siam, Co-
chinchina, Quangfi in China, and the ifles of Java and Su-
matra. They are fond of fhady forefts, the neighbourhood
of rivers, and marfhy places; and are fond of wallowing in
the mud like the hog. The rhinoceros is a folitary animal,
brings one young at a time; is quiet and moffenfive, but
furious when provoked; very {wift and dangerous; and,
though dull of fight, has a moft exquifite {fmell. It grunts
like a hcr%. The flefh of this animal 18 eaten. The fkin,
flefh, hoots, teeth, and dung itfelf, are ufed in India medi-
cinally. The horns are in great repute as an antidote

8

araindt poifon, efpecially thofe of the virgin female, called
abbada ; cups of which are faid to communicate virtue to
the liquor poured into them. Redi, who has been very {a-
gacious in difcovering the falfity of many of the pret'ended
medicines taken from animals, yet gives us, on the teltimony
of his own experience, an account of fome very remarkable
virties in the parts of the rhinoceros. The blood, he aflures
us, is excellent in colics and in dyfenteries. 'The decaciion
of the {lcin, he affures us, 1s a grand ftomachic antidote ; and
the horns are very valuable and alexipharmic.

This animal is the unicorn of fcripture, and the Indian
afs of Anitotle, who faysit has but one horn.

Biconrniss Two-horned Rhinoceros. This {pecies -
habits Africa, but, according to Pallas, the bones of it are
found buried in the north of Ruffia. Its flefh refembles that
of a hog ; the vifcera thofe of a horfe ; the fecond horn 1
fhorter, and placed over the firft ; 1t has no gall-bladder,
and no fore-teeth; the fkin is without fulds, granulated,
and of a deep afhen-grey ; between the lees it 15 {mooth,
and flefh-coloured ; in other parts there are a few briftles,
but they are moft numerous about the ears and end of the
tail. This animal inhabits Africa only ; and feems, in 1s
manners, to agree with the former. The mifchief 1t does
is more the effeét of a fenfelefs impulfe than of rage; for,
though its {ight is bad, its fenfes of hearing and fmelling
are exquilite, {o that the lealt noife or fcent puts it in mo-
tion ; and in running to the fpot from which the alarm pro-
ceeds, it overturns and tramples on animals, or any thing
elfe which it meets with in its way, but ncver ftays or re-
turns to renew the charge. There i1s 2 varicty, but not
often {een, that has three horns; the third being an ex-
crefcence on one of the others.

Mr. Bruce's defcription of the manner of feeding, as
well as of {ome other particulars relative to the two-horned
rhinoceros, {eems highly worthy of notice. He informs us,
that ¢ befides the trees capable of moft refiftance, there
are, 1n the valt forelts within the rains, trees of a fofter
confiftence, and of a very fucculent guality, which {eem to
be deftined for his principal food. For the purpofe of gain-
ing the higheft branches of thele, his upper lip is capable
of being lengthened out, fo as to increafe his power of lay-
ing hold with this, in the fame manner as the elephant does
with his trunk. With this lip, and the affittance of his
tongue, he pulls down the upper branches which have molt
leaves, and thefe he devours firt. Having ftript the tree
of 1ts branches, he does not therefore abandon it: but,
placing his {nout as low in the trunk as he finds his horns
will enter, he rips up the body of the tree, and reduces it
to thin pieces, like fo many laths; and when he has thus
prepared it, he embraces as much of it as he can in his
monftrous jaws, and twifts 1t round with as much eafe as
an ox would do a root of celery, or any fuch pot-herb or
garden-ftuff.

“ When purfued, and in fear, he poflefles an aftonithing
degree of {wiftnefs, confidering his fize, the apparent un-
wieldinefs of his body, his great w&ight before, and the
fhortnels of his legs. He is long, and has a kind of trot,
which, after a few minutes, increafesin a great proportion,
and takes in a great diftance ; but this is to be underftood
with a degree of moderation. It 1s not true, that ina plain
he beats the horfe in {wiftnefs. I have pafled him with eafe,
and feen many worfe mounted do the {ame ; and though it
is certainly true that a horfe can very feldom come up with
him, this 1s owing to his cunning, Lut not his {wiftnefs.
He makes conftantly from wood to wood, and forces him-
[elf into the thickeft part of them. The trees that are
are broke down, like as with a cannon-fhot, and fall behind

him,
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him, and on his fide, 1n all direétions. Others that are more
pliable, greener, or fuller of f{ap, are bent back by his
weight, and the velocity of his motions ; aud, after he has
pafied, reftoring themfelves like a green branch to their na-
tural pofition, they fweep the mcautious purlicr and his
horfe E‘um the ground, and dafh them in pieces againlt the
furrounding trees.

¢ The eyes of the rhinoceros are very fmall, and he {ecl-
dom turns his head, and therefore fees nothing but what
is before him. 1’0 this he owes his death, and never elcapes,
if there 1s {o much plain as to enable the horle to get before
him. His pride and fury then make him lay afide all
thoughts of elcaping, but by victory over his enemy. He
ftands for a moment at bay ; then, at a ftart, runs flraight
forward at the horfe, hke the wild boar, whom, in his
manner of action, he -very much refembles. The horfe
eafily avoids him, by turning fhort to a fide ; and this is the
fatal inftant : the naked man, with the {word, drops from
behind the principal horfeman, and, unfeen by the rhino-
eeros, who 1s feeking his enemy, the horfe, he gives him a
ftroke acrofs the tendon of the heel, which renders him in-
capable of further flicht or refiltance.

¢ In fpeaking of the great quantity of food neceflary to
fupport this enormous mafs, we muft hkewife confider the
valt quantity of water which he needs. No country but
that of the Shangalla, which he poflefles, deluged with fix
months’ rain, and full of large and deep bafons, made in the
living rock, and fhaded by dark woods from evaporation, or
watered by large and deep rivers, which never fall low or
to a flate of drynefs, can fupply the valt draughts of this
monftrous creature. But it is not for drinking alone that
he frequents wet and marfhy places: lavge, fierce, and
ftrong as he 15, he muft {fubmit to prepare himfelf agamit
the weakelt of all adverfaries. The great confumption he
conftantly makes of food and water neceflarily confne him
to certain limited fpaces; for it is not every place that can
maintain him. He cannot emigrate, or feek his defence
among the {ands of Atbara.”

The rhinoceros with two horns was the fpecies defcribed
by Martial, under the name of rhinoceras cornu gemino, who
relates its combat with the bear.

“ Namque gravem gemino cornu fic extulit urfum,
Jactat ut impofitas taurus in aftra pilas.”
Speﬁ. Iﬁpig" 22.

The Romans, who procured their rhinocerofes from
Africa, reprefent them with double horns.  That figured
in the Preneltine pavement, and that m a coin of Domitian,
have two horns; that which Paufanias deferibes (ix. g.)
under the name of Ethiopian bull, had one horn in the nofe,
and another lefler higher vp; and Cofmas /Egyptius
(tom. 1. 334.), who travelled into /Ethiopia, in the reign
of Jultimian, alfo attributes to 1t the {ame number. Au-
gultus introduced a rhinoceros (probably of this kind) into
the fhows, on occafion of his trinmph over Cleopatra.  Dion
Caflius, hb. n. Plul. Tran{, abr. vol. ix. ubi fupra. Id.
vol. Ivi. p. 32, &c,

M. Geo roy of France thmmks there are, or at leaft have
been, no lefs than five different {pecies of the rhinoceros ;
viz. 1. The rhinoceros atricanus, cornu gemino of Cam-
pery, who has given a higure of the fkull in the Peterlburgh
T'ranfactions for 1777. 2. T'he {pecies found foflile in Si-
beria, which M. Geoffroy contends is different from the
common two-horned rhinoceros, though of that divifion of
the genus. 3. T'hat of which the fkull is figured by Cam-

er, and defcribed by lim in a letter to Dr. Pallas, in the
peterfburgh Tranfaétions.  This is a fingle-horned fpecies,
and has been often confounded with the common rhinoceros,

Vor. XXX.
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4- The common fingle-horned Afiatic rhinoceros. And,
5. The Sumatran rhinoceros, defcribed by Mr. Bell in the
Phil. Tranf. of the Royal Society of London.

Runisocenos Awvie, i Ornithology, the rhinoceros-bird, a
name given by authors to a {pecies of Iudian raven, called
by others corvus Indicus cornutus ; the beak of which is fre-
quently brought over into Europe. This, in the Linnzan
{yftem, 1s a {pecies of Buceros ; which {ee.

It is a very ugly bird, and of 2 very rank fmell. Tt
much exceeds the European raven in biguefs, and its head
and neck are very thick. Its eyes are very large, and its
beak of a very remarkable figure, having a large and thick
horn-like protuberance on its upper part. The whole beak
is bent like a bow, not hooked at the end like the beaks of
the hawk, &ec. It is of a vellowifh-white below, and on
the upper part towards the head is of a fine gay red, and
the reft of a yellowifh-white ; the upper chap is ferrated.
The horn grows out from the head with this, and runs
along it, and bends up at its extremity ; its vpper and under
part are red, its middle yellow. The bird feeds on carrion.

Ruizoceros, in the Hiflory of Infeds, a {pecies of beetle,
fo called, becaufe it has a kind of horn upon its head.

RHINOCOLURA, or RHINOCORURA, in Ancient Geoe
graphy, a town of Syria, 22 miles from Raphia, and which
formed a kind of boundary between Syria and Egypt.
Strabo attributes it to Pheenicia ; and Pliny calls the fea, on
a ftrait of which this place 1s fituated, the ¢ Sea of Phce-
nicia.””  Diodorus Siculus fays, that this town, fituated on
the confines of Egypt and Syria, near the fea, was deftitute
of all the conveniencies of life ; that its water was bitter and
noxious, and that 1t was {furrounded with falt marfhes. It
was m the vicinity of this place that the Ifraelites were nou-
rithed with quails.

RHINOMACER, 1n Entomology, a genus of nfects of
the order Coleoptera. The generic charaéter is, antenne
fetaceous, feated on the fnout ; it has four feelers, growing
thicker towards the end ; the laft joint 1s truncate. There
are three {pecies, none of which are found in this country.

Species.

Cuncuriompes. This 1s grey and downy ; the antennz
and legs are black. It inhabits Italy. It refembles a cur-
culio. The antennz are fetaceous and black, and as long
as the thorax ; the laft joint is fharp ; the fnout is flat, and
imprefled in the middle.

ArreLapoipes. Thisis piceous-downy ; the antenne and
legs are teftaceous. It is found in divers parts of Sweden.
The fnout is elevated and projeéted ; the body is cinereous.

CaEnrurevs. This {pecies 1s of a blueith colour, and 1t
15 fubvillous ; the bafe of the antenne and legs are yellow,
It inhabits Calabria, and has been thought to be a {pecies
of the Anelabus ; which fee.

RHINOPTES, a word ufed by the ancients to exprefs a
perfon, who, from an ulcer in the great canthus of the evye, lay-
ing apen the paflages to the nofe, can fee through his noftrnl.

RHINOW, i Geggraphy, a town of the Middle Mark
of Brandenburg, on the Rhine ; 20 miles N. of Drandenburg.

RHINSBERG. See Reinspenc.

RHINSBERGERS, in Ecclefiaftical Hiflory. Sece CoL-
LEGIANS.

RHIPA.I Moxrrs, i Ancient GE"JJ!"J!*EL?;-
PH¥AN Mountains,

RHIPSALLS, in Botany, Gartn, t. 28, (See Cac-
Tus, 1p. 25.) It 15 curlous to obferve how the reprefenta-
tion of the fruétification of this plant, in Miller’s Tluftration
of the Linnean {yitem, 18 madeto anfwer to the g‘{'nm‘ic cha-
racter ot f.’..-'y]j-r.-fw, for which it had been erroneoufly taken.

RHTPTASMOS, a word uled by the aucients to L'J;_-
X prets

See Ri-
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prefs a reftlefinels and ?requeut tofling about, a very com-
mon {ymptom in fevers.

RHISOPHAGI, in Ancient Geography, a people of
Ethiopia, in the vicinity of the ifle of Meroe, upon the
banks of the rivers Aftaboras and Aftapas, according to
Diodorus Siculus.

RHISPIA, atown of the Higher Pannonia, at a dif-
tance from the Danube, and fituated between Savaria and
Vincendria. Ptolemy.

RHISUS, a town of Greece, on the coaft of Theffaly,
according to Strabo and Steph. Byz. Pliny mentions a
town of this name in Magnelia.

RHITHYMNA, atown fituated on the northern coaft
of the ifle of Crete. FPtolemy.

RHITIA, a tewn of Africa, in Mauritania Cafarienlis ;
placed by Ptolemy in the interior of the country between
Arina and Viétoria.

RHITTIUM, a town of Lower Pannonia, upon the
banks of the Danube, between Acumincum Legio and
Taururum, according to Ptolemy.

RHIUM, a promontory on the N.E. part of Achaia:
it formed with Anti-Rhium, another promontory oppofite
to it, and more northerly, the ftrait by which the Ionian
fea communicated with the gulf of Corinth.—Allo, a town
of the Peloponnefus, in Meflenia, upon the gult of Thuriates,
oppofite to the promontory Tanarus, according to Strabo.
—Alfo, a promontory on the E. fide of the ifland of Corla,
between mount Rhetius and the town Urcipium. Ptolemy.

RHIUSIAVA, atown of Germany, on the banks of
the Danube, between Arz Ilaviz and Alcimems. Ptolemy.

RHIW-ABON, or Ruarow, in Geography, a market-
town in the cwmwd of Maelor Gymraeg, cantref of Uwck-
Nant, (now called the hundred of Bromfield,) county of
Denbigh, North Wales, is fituated on rifing ground, at
the diftance of four miles S.5.W. from the town of Wrex-
ham. The market-day here 13 Monday, weekly ; befides
which, there are fairs on the lait Friday in February, the
22d of May, and the 2oth of Noyember. The petty
feflions for the Ruabon divifion of the hundred are held in
this town. ‘The church 1s an ancient ftruéture, but is in
good repair, and contains feveral monumental ereétions.
One, to the memory of the firft fir Watkin Williams
Wynne, difplays a figure of the decealed in a loofe robe.
On one fide 15 a figure of his fon, and on the other that of
tus daughter, both in kneeling poftures. This monument
was erec¢ted by Ryfbrack. Near 1t ftand thofe of the late
fir Watkin Williams Wynne, bart., and his lady ; both of
them the workmanfhip of Nollekens, and worthy of his
chaite and claffic chiffel. The latter exhibits lady Wynne
i the charaéter of Hope, lkﬂnding, and reclimmg her arm
on an urn j the whole bemng placed upgn a pedeital, made
in the fhape of a Roman altar. The other principal monu-
ments commemaorate Hciu*}r Wynne, J.':f'q‘, tenth fon of fir
John Wynne of Gwidir, who died i 1671; fir John
Wynne of Wynitay, and his wife Jane ; and another fir John
Wynne, fon of the above, with his wife, the heirefs of
Watftay. In a chapel, on the fouth fide of the communion
table, 1s likewile an altar tomb, fupporting the recumbent
figures of a man m armour, and a female habited in a
mantle. From an infeription round the edge of the entabla-
ture, it appears that thefe reprefent John ap Ehs Eyton,
elg., who died in 1526, and Elizabeth Caffley, his wife,
who died in 1524.

Rhiw-Abon is noted as the birth-place of Dr. Dawvid
Powell, who tranflated into Englith the Hiftory of Wales,
written by Caradoc of Llancarfan, with the Continnation
by Humphrey Llwyd ; and who likewife firft edited the

works of Giraldus Cambrenfis, and publifhed a tre atife, en-
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titled ¢ De Britannica Hiftoria refte intelligenda.”” He
This parifk is very extenfive, and contains
five townfhips. The town cenfifts, according to the po-
pulation returmrs of 1811, of 263 houfes, and 1157 nha-
bitants. 'The parifh zbounds with collieries, the produce
of which is conveyed to different parts of the country, by
means of the Ellefmere canal, which paffes near the town,
and forms a junétion with the canals that penetrate Wales
on the one fide, and communicate with the Grand Trunk
Navigation on the other. Adjoining Rhiw-Abon 1s Wynn-
ftay-hall, the feat of fir Watkin Williams Wynne, bart.
The hounle is large, but, owing to the hcterogeneous and
patched charaéer of its architecture, 1t poflefles little ele-
gance of external appearance. The apartments in the n-
terior, however, are grand and f{pacious, and contain fe-
veral good portraits of the Wynnes, the William{es, and
the Seymours, painted by Vandyke, fir Godfrey Kneller,
and other eminent artifts. Clofe to the houfe 1s a building,
originally fitted up as a theatre, but now appropriated for
an annual agricultural meeting, auxiliary to the fociety at
Wrexham. A fhow of cattle takes place on the occaflion
of each meeting, at which premiums are adjudged for the
beft fpecimen of every fpecies of ftock, and alfo for other
hufbandry improvements. This eltate was anciently the re-
fidence of Madoc ap Gryflydd Maclor, lord of Bromfield,
and founder of Valle-Crucis abbey. From the circumftance
of the ancient rampire, called Watt’s Dyke, running
through the park, it was long denominated Watllay.park,
in allufion thereto. It extends above eight miles in circum-
ference, and 1s ornamented with plantations, a fine lake,
and various buildings. ﬂmﬂng the objeéts of the laft men-
tioned kind is a column, 1co feet high, built of free ltone,
from a defign by the late Mr. Wyatt. It was erected as a
tribute of maternal affe&ion, in memory of fir Watkin Wil-
liams Wynne, father to the prefent baronet. In another
part of the grounds is a tower, or rotunda, intended to
commemorate the heroes of the Cambrian legion, who fell
m the caule of loyalty, under fir Watkiz, during the late
rebellisn in Ireland. The fpot on which this tower 1s fitu-
ated commands an extenfive view of mountains, woods, and
the meanderings of the Dee. The valley, watered by that
river here, difplays the moft pi&turefque and romantic
feenery, whofe beauties peculiarly excited the admiration of
the celebrated lord Lyttelton. The turnpike-road from
Rhiw-Abon to Olwellry, which croffes this wvalley, is
formed for nearly twoyniles on the embankment of Offa’s
Dyke. It is here ten fect high, and broad enough for two
carriages to run abreaft. Near this road is a remarkable
tumulus, fuppofed to be the burying-place of fome chief-
tain flain in a battle, fought in this neighbourhood, about
the year 1161, between Owain Cyfeiliog, prince of Powys,
and the Englifh, and terminated in favour of the ancient
Britons. This vi¢torv gave rife to the beautiful poem,
called ¢ Hirlas Owain,” or the Drinking-Horn of Owain,
compoled by the prince himfelf; which, according to Mr.
Pennant, ranks with the beft Pindaric ode of the Grecian
{chool. About three miles northward from Rhiw-Abon is
Erdigg, or Erddig, the feat of Simon Yorke, efq. The
houle, which has been lately modernized, contains fome
valuable paintings; and the library is the depofitory of
many curious Welfh MSS., including the Seabright col-
lection. The grounds are laid out with much talte, but
the efforts of art are too apparent. The continuation of
Watt’s Dyke extends acrofs thefe grounds, running along
one fide of a bank between the two vallies, by which the
domain is bounded. Not far from hence are the fragments
of a cemented wall, and various foundations of buildings,
furrounded by a triple intrenchment of a pentagonal form.
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