






24 NATURAL HISTORY .

neſs. Dr Sparrman , however , deſcribes the two-horned
Rhinoceros of the Cape, as wholly covered with ſkin
thick and warty , but not wrinkled ; which was not only
penetrable , but liable to be cut with miſlile and blunt
weapons . On the other hand , Mr Bruce , ſpeaking of
the fame animal in Abyſſinia , recurs to the ancient de
ſcription ; and, with much aſperity , treats the Doctor's
account as fabulous . The animals may , however , if not
a different ſpecies , have been varieties occaſioned by cli
mate , or by age . In the body , the Rhinoceros is gene
rally as large as the Elephant ; but his legs are ſhort .
His motion is a trot ; and , though his form is unwieldy ,
he moves with much ſwiftneſs , quickening his pace by
degrees . The horns upon his noſe he can move at plea
ſure ; and, while one is allowed to hang looſe ,he can d

ig

roots with the other . He lives in foreſts , and feeds on

plants , ſhrubs , branches , and alſo the trunks o
f

trees ,

which he ſplits into ſplinters with his horns . His upper

lip is flexible , and nearly anſwers the purpoſes of a pro
boſis . He is fond of rolling in mire . This he is faid to

d
o

to get ri
d o
f

fies , though it occaſions a greater quan
tity o

f vermin , which perforates his ſkin , and exhibits

a profuſion o
f puſtules over h
is

whole body . The Rhi .

noceros was known to the ancients , and appeared in the
Roman Circus , where h

e

was oppoſed to the Elephant .

It does not appear that he was ever trained to any do
meſtic purpoſe . He is ſaid to be ſtubborn and ſtupid ;

but , except when provoked , he is not offenſive . He is

faid , however , to have a
n antipathy a
t

the Elephant ;

and , in a ſtate of nature , it is , perhaps , expedient that ſo

powerful an animal ſhould have a formidable antagoniſt .

The Rhinoceros has , in modern times , only appeared in

Africa ; and there the ſpecies is uniformly twc -horned .

The one -horned kind ,which is a native of Aſia , is feldom
met with : It is even doubtful , whether there b

e

fuch ;

and whether a
n accidental lofs may not have given name

to ſuch a variety .

HIPPOPOTAMUS . - Genus 12 . THIS animal is

1 the Behemoth

o
f

Job ; and the ſublime deſcription given b
y

the ſacred
writer ſhows an accurate knowledge o
f

itsmanners . Its
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