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¢lpecially in North America, is as good for them as
any other. < . e S

They were imported originally 1nto America by the
Spaniards, and afterwards by other nations, where
they have run wild, and multiplied in {uch numbers,
that in feveral places they are become a nuifance,
Ulloa informs us, that, in the kingdom of Quito, thF
owners of the grounds where they are bred, permit
any perfons to take away as many as th{?y can, on
paying a {mall confideration, 1n proportion to the
number of days their {port continues. Their manner
of catching them 1s remarkable. A pumber of perfons
go on horfeback, attended by Indians on foot. At
proper places they form a circle, in order to drive
them into fome valley, where, at full [peed, they throw
the noofle, and endeavour to halter them: the animals,
finding themfelves enclofed, make furious efforts to
éfcape, and if only one happens to make his way
through, they all follow with an impetuohity irrefifti-
ble: but when they are nooled, the hunters throw
them down, fecure them with fetters, and leave them
till the chace is over. Thefe animals will not {uffer a
horfle to live among them; and fhould any one happen
to firay into the place where they graze, they imme-
diately fall upon him, and without permitting him to
efcape, they bite and kick him till they leave him dead.
When they are attacked, they defend themf{elves v.jlth
their heels and mouth with fuch aflivity, that;., with-
out {lackening their pace, they often maim their pur-
fuers: they have all the {wiftnefs of horfes, and neuh_er
declivities nor precipices can retard their career. It_ls,
however, extremely remarkable, that, after carrying
their firft load, their celerity and ferocity leaves them,
and they foon contrat the ftupidity and dulnefs pe-
culiar to tame afles.

As wild affes are unknown in thele climates, we
cannot fay whether the flefh 1s good to eat; but it 18
certain that the flefh of the domeftic afs 1s extremely
bad, and harder than that of the horfe. Galen fays,
that it is a pernicious aliment, and occafions feveral
dileafes. But the Perfians {et {fo great a value on the
fleth of thefe animals, that they have a proverb ex-
preffive of it. However this be, alles milk is a {pecific
remedy, and by no means to be ranked in the clafs of
ufelefs medicines: it is well known to be of great ule
in many complaints, being clearer, lighter, and eafier
of digeflion, than the milk of any other animal that
weare acquainted with : it curdles lefsupon the ftomach
than any other; and, therefore, when the tone of the
{tomach 15 fo weak as to digeft nothing elfe that 1s

A NEW and COMPLETE SysTeM of NATURAL' HISTORY:

nourifhing, affes milk will fit ealy upon it: for this
reaflon it 1s uled in curing difeafes of the lungs and

may be of fervice in all internal ulcers. Some athrm
it helps the gout and the rheumatilm, by abating the
acrimony of the fluids. That it may be good .in its
kind, we fhould chule a young healthy fhe-afs, full of
flefh, that has lately foaled, and which has not fince
been with the male: the young one which fhe fuckles
mull be taken from her, after which fhe is to be fed well
with hay, wheat, and grals, whole qualities may have
influence on the difeale, with particular care not to let
the milk cool, nor even expole it to the air, which will
fpoil it in a little time,

-——W—_—;

Naturar History of the UNICORN.

R/ HETHER this animal ever exifted or not, we
are now {carce able to tell, fince there 1s no

living tefllimony of its exiflence, nor has been for fe-
veral ages. = There are, it 1s true, many horns kept in
the cabinets of the curious, that have been faid to be
horns of a unicorn; but thefe, we know, do not be-
long to a quadruped, but to a fifh diftinguithed by
that name ; itis poflible, however, that fuch an animal
might once have exifted, but, like the European elk,
has long fince difappeared. In-holy writ, . the Divine
Being 1s reprelented as thus {peaking to Job; ¢ Will
the unicorn be willing to {erve thee, or abide by thy
crib ? Canft thou bind him with his band in the furrow?
Or will he harrow the. valleys after thee? Wilt thou
trult him becaufe his firength is great? Orwalt thou
leave thy labour to him? Wilt thou believe him that he
will bring home thy feed, and gather it into thy barn?"
But in this defcription of the unicorn there are no par+
ticular marks of diftinftion, nor any charaQeriftics,
except fuch as-are equally applicable -to every. beaft,
remarkable for his vigour, {pint, and fortitude. This
animal has been defcribed by fome authors as having
the body of a horfe, with one horn growing out of his
forechead. The certainty of his exiftence as reprefented
by them, has induced many travellers to fearch aftes
him with greater care: but, after the molt diligent
enquiry, made in all parts of the world, there 1s no {uch
creature now to be found. We know of no quadruped
that has a fingle horn, ‘but the rhinoceras; neor is that
in the middle of the forehead, but on the nofe: whether
this has given rife to the fable of the unicorn, or not,
we will not take upon us to determine. = ..,

|
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The NATURAL HisTory of RuMINATING ANIMALS, and thofe of the Beeve kind, namely, the
Burr, Ox, Cow; rbe Urvus, Bison, BoNasus, ZEBu; the BeEeve Hoc; BLiFFALﬂ, and

SiBER1AN Cow.

they fhould deftroy among themfelves; and
that animals may [ubfift and be nourifhed, they

fnufl deftroy vegetables, or other animals; yet nature,

T O preferve a fucceflion of beings, it is neceflary

like a prudent mother, in the midft of abundance, has
fixed bounds to her liberality, and prevented an appa-
fent walle, In giving but a few {pecies of animals the
inftin¢t of feeding on fleth, and fhe has even reduced
to a {mall number thofe fpecies which are voracious.
ouch as feed on plants or vegetables, the has more
abundantly multiplied : fhe feems to have been pro-
digal to the vegetable, and to have beftowed on each
great profufion and fecundity, perhaps, to fecond her
views in maintaining and even eftablithing this order
on the earth.  Animals that chew the cud are the moft
mmoffenfive, and the moft eafily tamed, Living en-

tirely upon vegetables, they have neither pleafure not
intereft in making war upon- other creatures. The
herceft of the carnivorouskind feektheir food in gloomy
{folitude; but thefle range together in herds, and the
very meanelt of them unite in each others defence.
The food of ruminant animals being eafily procured,
they {eem naturally more indolent, and lefs artful, than
thole of the carnivorous kinds. The fox and the wolf
are habituated to want, and long habit furnithes them
with a degree of tharpnefs and cunning ; their life 1s
a continued ‘feries of firatagem and efcape, but the
bull and ox enjoy the repaft which nature has abun-
dantly provided them with, certain of fubfiftence, and
fatisfied with fecurity. |
Before grafs can be tranfmuted into flefh, it requires
a long and tedious pracefs, therefore nature has gene-
rally
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QUADRUPEDS; ‘o

F O

rally furnifhed {uch amimals as feed upon grafs with
four fomachs. The firft iscalled the paunch, which
receives the food after it has been lightly chewed ; the
fecond, a continuation of the former, 1s called the
honey-comb; thele two, which are very capacious,

the animal fills with'as much expedition as it can, and |

then lies down to ruminate. When thefe two {ftomachs
are filled, and the grafs, ‘that was flightly chewed,
bggins to fwell with the Heat of the fituation, thﬂ ii'ﬂ-_
machs dilate, andafterwards contraét upon their con-
tents. . The aliment; thus {gquéezed, has two ipallages
to efcape at ; ane in the third ftomach;, which s very.
narrow; and the ‘'other back, By the gullet, into the
mouth, which is wider. The greatelt quantity 1s driven
back through the largeft aperture into the mouth, to
be chewed a fecond time; 'and a:fmall part, the moit

liquid, is duiven into the third flomach, through the

fmall aperture. | The food which 1s chewed a {econd
time, is by that means rendered ‘more foft-and moaft,

and at length pafles into the conduit that'leads to the |

third ftomach, where it/{till fuffers comminution. The
third lomach is called the manifold, frum.the'numbﬂr
of its leavesy which all tend to promote digeftion.

into chyle.
their food. Thele only are properly called the rumi-

nant kinds, though many others have this-quality ina |
The rhinoceros, the camel, |
the horfe, the rabbet, the fquirrel, and the marmotte, |
are not fur- |
There are |

lefs obfervable degree.

a1l chew the cud occafionally, but-they
nifhed with flomachs like the ox and cow. > are
many other animals that appear to rumirate; as birds,

fithes, and infecs. Amang birds that have'a. power |
of difgorging their food to'feed their young, are the
pelican, the ftork; the hﬁijc;ln,‘- :thﬂ-;plgeﬂn,. and the' |
turtle; all which have the ftemach compo fed of muf- |
cular fibres, in the {fame manner as thole which are: |

particalarly diftinguithed 1n this chapter by the appel-
lation of raminants. Men them{elves have been known

to ruminate. - An account of a ruminating family is

given us in the Philofophical I'ranfations; but, asthe
particulars cannot poflibly be agreeable to our readers,
‘we fhall purpofely omit them. ‘Inftances of this kind,

however, are accidental and uncommon ; and it is for- |

tunate for mankind that they are fo. . Of all other

animals, we fpend the leaft time in eating: this is a |
priflcipﬁl diflin&tion between us and the brute creation; |
and eating 1s a pleafure of forinferiar a kind, that only |

It |
requires the operation of 'the;f@urth-ﬁnma_ﬂh to makea
part of the animal’s ﬁuuriffhn_lfnt,: where it un_dergﬂes

" a compleat maceration, and 1s {eparated to be turnf-_,d '.
Thus all quadrupeds that ruminate are |
furnifhed with four ftomachs for the macerating of |

UR-FO

fuch as are allied to the quadruped, defire its prolon- |

gaetiﬂn. 1
All animals with horns,

fofter, and melts more readily before the fire. Cloven-

footed animals have each: toe! covered with a kind of |}
per part of which isiof a horny fubltance; |

hoof, the up
and the lower, which compofes the fole of the foot, is
callons. In the deer, goat, and fhee
{ofter, and thefe animals have two {mall hoofs or nails
behind, which are uleful to keep!the feet from {lhiding.

The climate of England'is' above all athers produc-

tive of the greateft variety and abundance of whole-
forme vegetables, almoft equally: diffuled ‘over all its
arts.

as a reproach to our country : but let: us chearfully

endure a temporary gloom, wherebyour ‘hillsiand-

meadows are cloathed with the richelt verdure. .rTo
this we owe the number, variéty, and excellence of

our cattle, the luxurious plenty of our dairies, and-|

innumerable other advantages.  'After' man, animals

that live on fleth only, are the greateft defiroyers, |
enemies of natute, and our rivals; but the bull; ox,s {§

and cow, of which we-are mow about ito treat, and
other animals which: fubfift on grafs, are/the beft, the
moft ufeful, and the moft precious forimman; fince
they not only nourifh him, 'butconlume and coft him'
A B - - 3. :

kind, it 15 |

For this general fertility we: are indebted to |
thofe clouded {kies, which: mifiaken foreigners mention |

Ii'f of the ruminating kind |
elpecially, have fuet, others have only fat,. which 15 |

- cow, .and may
- ruminating . animals, thele deferve the firlt rank, with

refpe€t to thémr fize, their beauty; and their fervices:
' we therefore fthall proceed to give a défcriptive 'account
{ of them; and point out their utility in due order.

e

Y and a'defire of being with its mother.

i

OTED A NIMALS. 1o

| leafl: they likewile give as'much to the earth as they
~ take from it, and enrich the ground whereon they live.
- We have no general name for thefe kind of 'animals,
| except 'the beeve, which 15 now alimoft out of ufe,
- thouigh wery proper to be retained. It anfwers to the

Latin word 4os, which tomprehends the bull, ox, and
be extended to all of this kind. ' Of all

NaTtrRAL HistoRry nfth’e BUEE,OX, aﬁd COW:

IHE bull is a very heavy, yet a fierce, flately

looking animal. : The head 1s large, oblong, and
very broad: the nofe is obtule: the noltrils are wide;
the eyes large, and bave a very fierce afpeft; the ears
are long andpatulous ; the horns thort, hollow, turned
forward, {mooth on the furface, and {harp at the point;
their figure 1s lunulated; or like the moon when cref=
cent.  The forehead is decorated with fhort curled

hair; the fkin hangs loofe under his throat ; the neck

1s very thick and robuft; the body very large; the
legs ltrong, and of a moderate length ; the tail long,
and the colour'is generally a deep reddifh brown, but
1t varies greatly. 'The fore-teeth are eight in number,
but there are no canine; teeth,

Among the ancients, the bull was the moft ufual
victimin {acrifices, and was chiefly offered to Jupiter,
Mars, Apollo,. Minerva, Ceres, Venus, and the Lares.
Black bulis were {elected for. Neptune, Pluto, and the
infernal deities : before they were facrificed, they were

. varioully adorned.  Overthe middle of the body was

placed. a large piece of cloth, which hung down ‘on
both fides, and was ernamented 'with flowers: their
horns were decorated with “feftoons.  The bull that
wasfacrificed to Apollo, had ufually great horns.’' The
bloedof-a bull waslooked upon by them as a poifon;
this opinionis found to be falfe, for fome of the ma=’
derns have given a drachm of .it, mixed with white
wine vinegar, againft-allinternal hamorrhages, though
with what fuccefs ttishard to {ay. meer%y, the fleth
of this animal; after-be had been baited, was much
ufed in England, efpecrally by the poor; but it is now
feldom bought for food; and, if we are not miftaken,
when butchers expofe bull beef in their {hops, they.
are obhged, by'a penal law, to burn a candle during

the time of fale: » Howewer, thisis certain, biull beef

contains a great dealof volatile {alt'and oil; ‘it is alfo
hard, tough, and dry; for which reafons it cannot be
cither pleafant or wholefome food. ' At prefent the-
bull is kept chicfly for the propagation of his fpecies;
and we muft be on our guard againft the ufe he makes
of his ftrength, for nature has made this animal indo=
cile and haughty; rand;’ at certain times, he is very fu-
rious. The bull that is to be turned among cows;
fhould always be the moft beautiful that can be found,
large, well made, and flefhy; of a middle age, be-

 tween three and nine years old ; he ought not to have

above fifteen cows, though this rule is never obferved
near London: ‘In all quadrupeds, the voice of the

| | male is fironger and deeper than that of the female, and

we believe there isno exception to this rule. The an-
cients fay, that the cow, the ox, and even the calf]
have the voice deeper than the bull; but, it is certain,
this.animal has a ftronger voiee, fince he can be heard
much farther. ' What has afforded grounds to think
that hissvoice is'lefs deep is, that his bellowing is not
a:fimple found, but ene compofed of two or three
oftaves, the higheft of which ftrikes the ear moft; and,

(if we give attentionthereto, we hear a grave found, and

at' the fame time one much deeper than the voice of
the cow, thewex, orthe calf, whofe lowings are much
{horter. . The bull bellows only when heis enamoured ;-
the!cow more frequently lows through fear and dread
than love, and the calf bellows from pain, wantof food,

The
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Natvrar History of the RHINOCEROS:

HIS animal inhabits Berigal, Siam, Cochin-

China, Quangfi in China, the iflands of Java, and |

Sumatra, Congo, Angola, Athiopia, dnd the country
as low as the Cape. Next to the elephant, the Rhino-
ceros is the moft powerful of animals. Bontius informs
uss, that in refpect to bulk of body, it equals the elephant,
but is lower on account of the {hortnefs of its legs. It
is generally about ‘twelve feet long, from the tip of the
nole to the infertion of the tail; and from f{ix to {even
feet high. _

This animal is {o remarkably formed, that a perfect
-idea of its {hape cannot be conveyed in words, we have
therefore been particularly careful in giving an accurate
delineation of it on copper. ' Its head is furnifhed with
a fingle horn, placed near the end of the nofe, which is

enerally from three feet to three feet and an half long.
The upper-lip is long, hanging over the lower, and
ending in a point. It is very pliable, .and ferves to
colle¢t its food, and deliver it into the mouth: the
noftrils are placed tranfverfely : the ears are large, erect,

and pointed; the eyes fmall, and without luftre: the |

fkin is almoft naked, rough, and knotty, and lying
upon the neck and body in vaft folds. The {kin, which

is of a dirty brown colour, is fo hard and thick as to |
refift a mufket-ball: the belly hangs low ; the legs are |

fhort, ftrong, and thick; and the hoofs divided into
three parts, each pointing forward. It delights in
dhady forefts, ‘and the mneighbourhood of rivers and
marthy places: like the hog, it loves to wallow 1n the
mire, and:is faid, by that means, to give fhelter in the
folds of its {kin, to {corpions, centipes, and other infects.
It is:a folitary, quiet; and inoffenfive animal, but {wift
and furious when it is enraged. - It never provokes to
combat, but it equally difdains to fly. It brings forth
but one at a time,; about which it is extremely {olici-
tous.

The {cent of this animal is faid to be molt exquifite;

and it is affirmed that it conforts with the tiger: this,
however, 1s fabulous; and founded on their common
attachment to the fides of rivers; becaufe they both
frequent watery places in the fcorching climates where
they are bred.
extremely rough, as to take off the flefh from the hu-
man body by licking it, but Ladvocat afhrms, it is
fmooth, foft, and fmall, like that of a dog.”
- This ‘anmmal appears chiefly formidable from the
horngrowing from its fnout. It is compofed of the
moft {olid fubftance, and pointed fo as to inflict the
moft fatal wounds. With every blow, the Rhinoceros
employs all its force, and the tiger will more willingly
attack any other enemy of the foreft than this formi-
dable creature. - It is defended on every fide by a thick
horny hide, which cannot be pierced by the claws of
the lion or the tiger, and it is armed before with a
weapon that even the elephant does not choofe to op-
pole. It isfaid the elephant is often found dead in the
forefts, pierced with the horn of a Rhinoceros; and
Emanuel, king of Portugal, by way. of experiment,
actually oppofed them to each other, and the Rhino-
ceros was victorious. - S |

In 1739, a Rhinoceros was thewn in London, which
came from Bengal. " It was of a gentle difpofition, and
fuffered itfelf to be handled by all vifitors, never at-
tempting to do any mifchief, except when hungry or

when abufed; in fuch eafes, its -fury could only be ap- |

pealed by giving it fomething to eat. When it was
angry, it would jump with violence againft the walls of

its room, but feldom attempted to attack its keeper, |

and was abedient to his threats.

The Rhinoceros brings forth at about three years old,
and will live till 1t 1s about twenty. Its flefh is eaten,
and Kolben fays, it is’ very good. Cups are made
of 1ts horn, and many medicinal virtues are afcribed
to it, when takén 'in powder; but feemingly without
foundation. There are fome¢ varieties in this animal
found in Africa with a double horn. |

Ehﬁ Rhinoceros is the unicorn of Holy ‘Writ, and of

No. 0.

It is alfo reported to have a'tongue fo |

the antients; tl.& oxyx, and the Indian afs of Ariftotle,
who fays it-has but one horn: his informers mightwell

| compare the clumf{y {hapeof the Rhinoceros to that.of

an afs, fo that he might eafily: be induced to pronounce
it a- whole footed animal. The unicorn of Holy Writ
has all the properties of the Rhinoceros. |

‘T'his animal was known to the Romans in very early
times: its figure is among the animals: of the Pranel-
tine pavement; and Auguftus introduced one into his
fhews on his triumph over Cleopatra.
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| NATURAL History of the HIPPOPOTAME;

or SEA<HORSE, ' '

HE Hippopotame is as large arid formidable as the
rhinoceros, and, in bulk; is fecond 'only to the
elephant. The length of ‘the male has been found to

| be {eventeen feet; from the extremity of the fnout to the
| infertion of the tail; the circumference of /its body’ fif-
| teen feety and its height almoft feven; the legs nedr

three feet, and the head alimoft four.” " Haffelquift fays,
its hide is'a load for a camel, Itsjaws extend about
two feet, and it has four cutting-teeth in each jaw,
which arc above a foot long. * The head is'of an enor-
mous {ize ; the ears {malland pointed, and lined within
with a {hort fine hair: on the lips are fome ftrong hairs
fcattered in bunches.. The hair on the body is very

| thin, of a lightith colour, and;at firft fight, hardly-dif-

cernible. - ‘Thofe writers who fay this animal hag a
mane on 1its neck, are miftaken; but the hairs on that
part are rather thicker than on the other parts of the
body: the {kin is very thick and ftrong, and, though
not able to refift a mufket-ball, is" impenctiable to’ the
ftroke of a fabre. The tail is flat and "pointed, and
abouta foot long: thehoofs are divided into four parts,
and, in fome meafure, refemble thofe of the e'ephant;
but they are unconnetted with membranes; notwith=

| {tanding the Hippopotame is an amphibious animal.

This ‘creature, whofe figure ‘is {fomething between
thatofan ox and a hog, refides chiefly at _the%nttﬂm of
the great rivers and lakes of Africa, from the Niger to
the Cape of Good Hope.; It is found in none of the
African rivers which runfinto the Mediterranean,; ex-
cept the Nile; and even there only in the Upper Egypt;
and- in the lakes and fens of Athiopia, which that river
paiies through. ' Itleadsan indolent kind of life, and
feems feldom difpoled foraction, except when prompted
by the calls of ‘hunger. 1In the water they purfue their
prey with great {wiftnefs and perfeverance, and continue
at the bottom for thirty or forty minutes without rifing
to take breath. They traverfe the bottom of the {tream
with as much eafe as if they were walking upon land,
and make a terrible devaftation where they difcover
plenty of prey. But when the fithy food is not fup-
phied in fufhicient abundance, this creatureis forced to
comeupon land, where it moves awkwardly and flowly;
and, -if it cannot be fupplied with food on the margin
of theriver, it is forced up into the higher grounds,
where it commits dreadful havock on the fugarscanes,
and plantdtions of rice and millet: it alfo feeds on the

roots of trees, which it loofens with its great teeth,
When the natives fee their pofleflions thus deftroyed
by thisanimal, they beat drums, light fires, and raife a
terrible outcry to frighten it back to its favourite ele=
ment. As 1t Is extremely timorous upon land, they .
ufually fucceed in their endeavours. But if the crea-
ture fhould be wounded, or too much irritated, it then
becomes formidable to all that oppofe it. When it is
purfued it takes the water, plunges in and finks to’ the
bottom, but it frequently rifes to the furface; and re-
mains with its head out of water, making a bellowing
noife that may be heard at a vaft diftance. If wounded,
it will rife and attack boats or canoes with great fury,
and oftenfink them by biting large pieces out of thefides.
People are thus frequently drowned by them; for they
are as bold in the water as they are timid on land.
This animal, however, poflefles a very inoffenfive dif-
pofition, and never attacks the mariners in their boats,
N exceps
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