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Not only teeth: the postcranial remains of Stephanorhinus
hundsheimensis from the Middle Pleistocene site of Contrada
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Numerous remains of terrestrial mammals have been recovered from the early Middle Pleistocene
deposit of Contrada Monticelli (Bari, southern Italy), biochronologically referred to the Isernia
Faunal Unit (Stefanelli et al., 2021). Among the mammal taxa, a partial cranium and several
hemimandibles were assigned to the Toula’s rhinoceros, Stephanorhinus hundsheimensis, by Mazza
& Varola (1999). These authors also described part of the rhinoceros postcranial bones from this
locality. Most of the paleontological literature on rhinoceroses is mainly focused on the description
of craniodental findings and their taxonomic value for species identification. Inter- and intraspecific
variability of the postcranial bones and their possible implication for taxonomic purpose have been
rarely addressed.

Here, we analyse all the 25 postcranial remains of S. hundsheimensis from Contrada Monticelli,
including several complete long bones. Their morphological and biometric analyses highlight the
presence of both particularly large and very small sized specimens at the studied site, evidencing a
high variability in size in this species in one of the southernmost sites of its known distribution. The
comparison with rhinos from other European sites provides additional information on S.
hundsheimensis. Some of the detected postcranial characters might hold diagnostic value and could
be used for taxonomic purpose.
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