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AT TIMES every o Uldoorsman becomes lOO 
r-\. careless for his own good and suddenly 
discovers he is in trouble. It can happen with­
OUl warning when he climbs to a place o n a 
mountain from which it is almost impossible 
to descend. Or precarious predicaments can 
result from overconfidence, or underestimating 
a wild animal. Both have happened to me , the 
latter during my first trip to Africa yea rs ago. 

At the time. I already had considerable ex­
perience hunting and photographing big game 
in NOrlh America , all of it without incident. 
Then came a thirty-day sa fari in (then) T an­
ganyika which was a great ad\'cl1w re, but 
where nothing of a perilous na ture happened. 
At the conclusion of the safari. Kci th Connack 
and I drove to visit some of the game parks of 
Ken ya with photography in mind. 

In what is now AlI1boseli Na tiona l Park we 

photographed several black rhinos. and a cam­
eraman isn't likely to find any more docile, 
willing subjects than these. I was amazed at 
how undisturbed they were at the approach of 
o ur veh icle; even a female with a ,-ery small 
calf only stared dully at us. If the pictures 
lacked anything. it was motion or excitement 
rather t han c1ose·up detail, which I g OI. 

Several da ys later we were in Tsavo Park . 
and driving along a lonely road we came upon 
anothcr rhino. This onc was lying down beside 
a mud ho le in wh ich it had been rolling. The 
mud was a brick red calor and so was the 
rhinoceros. Any rhino is strange and preh is­
toric in appearance. but this dri pping red one 
was pu re n igh tmare. and I had lO have pictures. 

Allhe lime I was using a 35111111 camera with 
a 400mm follow·focus lens. The latter is long. 
heavy and cumbersome compared to newer 
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gear. but \\ nh that equipment in hand I 
\Ieppcd from the car and walled closer and 
c.ln'ier to thc rh 1110. stopping to make expmures 
• It illfen.ll ... !long the \\-a, like the \llllJo~eli 

rhll1O'i. tillS one ~cerned to pa} hHle altcntioll 
to me. onl} Handing ami w.lIking aW<l} when 
I was thirty to fort), }arch di'itanl. So 1 grew 
clrcle')s ;Ind hurried Ill} pace to get a little 
closer. rH the same time trying to focus the long 
lens. 

:":ex( thing I knew the rhino was pounding 
dlrectl) toward IIlC! 

It is IlIcky thal he did nOI tr;lIllple Ill)' photo 
c'Iuipmelll. which I dropped on the ground 
whale climbing the nearest tree and driving a 
thorn into lily hand in the process. The rhino 
ran right beneath the tree and kept on going. 

\Vhal I will always remember about that en· 
counter. however, is neither being treed nor 
the puncture in m}' palm . It is the astonishing 
.. gllll: and speed of that rhino. It still does not 
<;ecm po'isible that an animal of sllch size and 
strU<:lure could swap ends and shift into high 
gcar so suddenly. Bm Hlany times sincc then 
I\'e seen rhinos rcpeat the performance-and 
each time was another valuable lesson. 

' I he le'ison . simpl y. i .. do not underestimate 
or lake for gTanted (Ill)' big.game animal. YOll 
IIl1ght I.)<lke the mistake onl) once. 

S landing ;lIl)where in the e" .. t or south .\fri ­
(all bush, the black rhinoceros, JJireros 

III(oulH.looks c\CT) inch the prehistoric mOll ' 
.. ter. \ hili -grown animftl probably \\'eighs a 
lon or more . It is five. Il a)bc six feet high at 
the front ~hou ld er and twicc thal long from 
nose to tip of lail ") he skin , whic..h is an inch 
thick .. wnnllcd. scarred and anu01 -like . is the 
~arne color .IS the earth on which il lives. Thai 
IS usuall) sOllle ~hade of g-r.l) .1I1d despite the 
1l<lIllC i~ seldom black. T,,'o pointed horns. the 

U{(Ifk 111It1l1. {ookillg ilkI' (Ill "jIJ}/Irllion fmm 1)1'('· 

hi.lIOl Il' 11/111'1. HJllinl,s 11111,(' l1.'ol"lf/ l/irtlllgll /,1111' 

1I1'1II,,~/III'd n ·",. l ' IIC'C/'/lIlIIrtill /111' I)/Igllfl r ii)' IIf 

111(' blllrlt, till' floll/I/), of IIIr 11'/11/(' .. I,ino . 

frolll Olle longer than the other. protrude out 
;llId up from.1Il cnorlllOUS pig like head. Viewcd 
~lIdden l ) or for Ihe first tillle. tllc rhino appears 
1I10re <In apparition than a flesh and blood 
;lllimaL 

No matter from which angle it's viewcd. the 
rhino looks like a lIIi~take. I t~ legs arc too short 
for the long heavy body. At times its eyesight 
is so bad th.lt it borders on blindness. and this 
Illay account for tnu<:h of the animal's lInpre­
dictabilit) .md g<:nera ll y truculent beh;n-ior. 
The Llad rhino is often considered the onl} 
allilllal which will ch'lrge without provocation. 
,lithollgh whether it i<; ;lctually charging Il.I <; 

often been ques tioned . 
Professiona l hunter Brian Il crne believes 

that a black rhino's lIearsightedness i~ so acute 
that it permits a person who takes ach-antage 
of wind and tra ve ls <luiclly enough to approach 
too close before the rhino realilcs it. The :llli­
mal reacts by charging. or at least bluffing. 
lIIostly from fear or uncertaint),. Il erne lIla} 

havc something there. But how abOllt thal 
close cousi n. the equally Illyopic white rhino. 
which is as docile as a barn)'<lld milk cow? 

No maller wll<ll the reason. black rhino .. 
have a long history of taking 011 all comers. 
and that includes elephants. lrucks. tr.lctors 
dnd trains as well as haple .. s lllllll:tns walking 
through rhino wUl1lry. The ~ I ombasa-to- r-:<li· 

robi lrain has been derailed by a combati\'c 
rhino. and each yea r in the national parks .1 

number of pas~el1ger \-ehide .. ;Ire o\,erlurned. 
sOllletimes with the passenger .. inside. There i~ 
a record of onc animal battering itself so rc-
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1/(11 11 II/Ih,. hI,'rk rlII/IO litis ,,"u'lIrrtHl/rd rt'p"/fl-

11011 u,,/(m~ Oru'IIlail al flrl lIplnodlsiflc a/ld ),011111 

rt'.ltort'f. 11IIut till/lied I" hurt/I IIIu ('(lIHt't/ pomh­
mg and 11 dt'plrllon /If .-1';'10 hadl. 

pe:l.tcdh against a farm tractor (which the 
driver descried in panic) that it died from the 
injuries. \nother fought a five-minute draw 
",ith a Che\"} truck on the i\lombasa highway. 

In Ken)it a game warden found a rhino 
hopelessl) bogged down ill it Illudhole and un­
less rescued. doomed to die there. Using the 
winch 011 his land rover. the warden tossed a 
loop of rope oyer the rhino's horn and towed 
it OUl of its deathtrap. The rhino responded by 
smashing the land rover. Another rhino ended 
the life of Bwana COller, an Oklahoman who 
became famous as a professional humer in east 
Africa. Still another killed four natives near 
01e Debesse wells. So the record reads. 

But it is not the rhino's bad temper which 
has reduced it to endangered species Sla­

llIS . Rather, it is the usual combination of 
clearing the land for agriculture and the de­
mand for its horn, which has no value at all 
(except to the rhino) bUl which nevertheless 
may se ll for several hundred dollars a pound 
in parts of Asia. 

It is now known that Illany Orientals COIl­

sider ground rhino horn to be both an aphro­
disiac and a restorer of lost youth. Although it 
is neither, it has created such a flourishing il­
licit market and has encouraged so Illuch 
poaching that in lhe past , plains h.l\·e been lit­
tered wilh decaying carcasses and bleached 
bones left behind after obtaining the horn. 

Cl he horn isn 't aCllIal horn . It is closel), 
packed. hairlikc fiber which grows out of the 
skin 10 'llmost the hardness or horn. An aver-
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(;111//1- t'~"" ('/(('/1 Vlu l {I blmH rhi"o (/lid ,,(,1 ,ht· gru b\ Uti 1/1 bIlCH-fHl (lI'HlIIgt'llll' lIt 111/1/ il IIIOJ/ 

\"i/I/)'mr? tu bOlh p,"tlt~j, 

age-\i/e front spike I~ .IiJout two feet. bUl il 
m.l) gTO\\ 10 near!) four feCI I wo ,er) LUllom 
bl.ld., rhlllo., of \lIIbost' h 1\lrk , Gbd)"s :md 
Genie (mOl her .lIld daughler so nanled by 
parI.. wardens). which h.l\e bCl'n photogr:tphed 
b~ thCHI\.l!lcl~ of tOlll i\l\ , bOlh Il.Id front horns 
ne.ld} four feel long 

Equ.lih unu'iu:d I~ the bl.,(1.. rhino 's pre­
hcmilc upper hp \\Iw h i<; 111.mgubr in :.h:lpe 
.Ind \Cn l110blle I hI.' hp 1<; pl'rfec ti)' acl:q)lcd 
for blo\\'\ ing on twig-, ,md ~Iripping lhe bark 
from the :tcacia 7tnd euphorlu.l trees that the 
animal reli shes. 

As members of lht' IIl.1l11l11 .lilan onler ~e~is­
~()(bCl}"la, the \ ffllMl ,hmo's onl)' IivlI1g 

rel,t! iq'\ are Ihe \ ~Ian rllITlOS . ze bras. horscs 
,lIld lap,n. a ll of \,h ,ch also h.l\e odd numbers 
01 toes 011 lhe foot thrt:'c fOl the I hinos _ rl he 

bl.H.k prefers dry bush coulltry. particularly 
.1 thorn :.crub habilat. but ,,,ill li,'c in open 
forest<. .t nd has been foulld as high as 11.500 
fCCI on the cloud-covered moorlands of "It. 
Kell ),\' \\'hale"cr ib cmirolllTlcllL the specics 
is lruci.tlly important to the other wild life 
\\'hiLh share it. If rhinos exisl to near-capac it y 
of their range. ther bro\\'~c the scrub thorn 
he.l\il) enough to pcrmit other sllccuJelll 
pJ.ll1ts and other anil1l;tls to exist there . \Vhen 
the rhlllos arc clilllill .ltcd , as 11.15 h:tppcned in 
100 man}' and too ,oast .Ircas. the thorn becomcs 
so dense thal few animals can ii,e in it. 

Ollce the black rhiTlo'~ r.lIIgc included neaT I) 
;tll of sub-S.ilur.J1l ,\frica . CX(CPl thc junglc~ 
and rain forests . But 1I0\\' there .1I'e on l } pili ­
full) small pockc t~ in Kell);.!. T ;lTlIani,t, 
llganda, Zambia and South ,\frica . the \ast 
lIl.tJoril) ill nation;" p.trks "lid S.lllCllhtrics. 
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Ironica ll y, during the 1950s and 1960s there 
was worldwide concern for the white rhinos. 
which had been reduced to less than 400 head , 
all except a handful concentrated in Zululand. 
SOllth Africa. What followed was a splendid 
conservation effort which has not only rescued 
the white from oblivion , bill has also permit ­
ted restocking the animallO areas where it for­
merly ex isted . Howe\'er, du ring all the concern 
for the white rhino, the black became eq uall y 
imperiled. 

A fairly recent black rhino slaugh ter took 
place between 1946 and 1959, when 50.000 
acres of land in Kenya's Makueni District was 
cleared for agriculture by \Vakam ba tribes­
men. The animals had to be remo\'ed. and 
John Hunter alone exterminated 1.088 black 
rhinos. But the farming was a failure. and the 
rhino killing served no useful purpose. 

Anyone who has. spent much time ,.vith or 
n near black rhmos gelS the st.rong IInpres­
sion that the y are never happy. They are terri ­
torial, lnarking their areas wit h rubbed places 
on trees and piles of dung which grow huge 
from daily defecation in the exact. same place. 
Rh inos eat tremendous amounts of browse, 
thorns a nd all. which are often passed through 
the body undigested and OtHO the dung piles. 

"This," all African tracker once poin ted out 
to me, " is what g ives faru the ug ly temper. " 
Faru is Swahili for rhino. 

An example of the ir ex tre me terr itorial ism 
occurred when during a 1960-6 1 drought , 282 
rhinos died of ma lnutr ition in Kenya's T savo 
National Park . Almost all the casualties were 
susta ined along the Athi and T savo rivers. 
These rhinos could ha\'c saved themselves by 
moving on ly a short dista nce over the Yatta 
plateau to the Tiva Ri ver where food was rela· 
tively abundant. But they preferred their 
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established lelTitories to the most bitter end . 
If a rhino is ever happy, it is dur ing its daily 

bath when thcre is enough watcr in the mud 
holes for that purpose. After feeding most of 
the night. the animal lllay wa llow for an hour 
or two :md snort (which suggests con tentment) 
before emerging to bake in the sun . I once 
watched a black rhino emerge from its bath 
and trample down a few small trees. but not 
eat them. maybe just to show his happiness. 

E\'en the black rhino's colll'tsh ip and lovelife 
are all aggress ion. During mating, most wild­
life pare nts are inseparable ilnd at least do not 
appear angry at one another. But it is com mon 
for the female to attack her suitor. sometimes 
until he is so bruised and ba ttered that he can 
barely stand on four fee l. Bachelorhood seems 
much more aurac ti ve. and it is no wonder that 
the an imals breed only every third year. Aboll t 
e iglHecn months after the nuptial battering. a 
single ca lf (rarely twins) is bom in a lonely 
thol'l1 th idet. 

Therc is nothing cuddly about a black rhino 
cal f. which is on ly slightl y less homely than its 
mother. The female defends the little one at 
an)' COSI , agains t any enemy. as long as the ca lf 
is still suckling. which may be as long as two 
yea rs after birth. The baby always travels be­
hind the mother rather than in front. Other­
wise, a tracker assured mc, the mother would 
charge it. Black rhinos do not reach maturity 
unt il fi ve 01' six years, at which time the)' begin 
thei r own solita ry and sullen lives. 

I t is much easier to describe the white rhi· 
noccros. Diceros simw. Although the white 

is superfic ially simi lar in appcarance, its be­
hav iol' is exactl y the oppositc. For exam ple. a 
wh ite rhino ca lf almost always walks in front 
of the Illother. And to provoke a charge from 
the white is virtually impossible. 
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Therc 1\ no mi'aa\"'inA" the whilc rhino for 
thl' bl.ll\... . Ihe whitc rl'.ll he, much larger SiIC. 
up 10 st\ent, inches at the .. houlder ,md fTom 
Ih1(..'e ,lIld ,I h:llf 10 li\c lom in wcight. l1l:lking 
it ,ccond (to the c1eph:ll1l) in size of a ll land 
m.IIIlIlHlls. fhe head is longer. hea\·ier. and c:lr­
rlt.:d lower than the bbck rhmo's . and it tenni ­
n.lte, III .1 bro:ld ~qu:lrc 1I11177le with no tr:lCC 
01 plotruding lip. The white rhino is rareh 
white . It is the sallle clar\... tOlor of the mud in 
the ne.lrest lIIudhole, I he \\'ord "white" is an 
erroncou~ aciaption of a Bocr word meaning 
" wide." to describe the mOllth. In fac t, the 
n.ll11e "wide-mouthed" rhino is still occasion­
al!} used for the species. 

\\'hites :lrc more social th:ln their smaller 
and solitan relati\es. They oftcn mon in fam­
il) groups of four or five, and I once counted 
elc\t.'1l in :l herd. ThC) arc placid and even­
tempered. traits \\hich :lll) wi ldlife cameraman 
will .Ippreciate. During mating they become 
\en aggrcssi\'e, occas ionally ferocious. among 
thcmseh cs and c\ en the cows seem pugnacious, 

I he horns of white rhinm grow longer. thin ­
ner and straighter than the blacks ' and Tllay 
;H. lu .lll) l':\ceed fi\e feel. ~ I he cars are large and 
Iringed with stiff hair. The O\'crall appearance 
i ~ not onc of grace and beauty. 

Not long ago all of the suniving white 
rhinos (except for a d07cn or so in 

l'gancla) were in IlJuhluwe :\Ild Urnfolosi 
gallle n .'sencs in Zulul::tnd. Soon after thc ani ­
lIlal, were fllull) gi\en complete protection 
from poaching, the) Illultiplied be)ond the 
clrning cap.lcily of the two resenes . ~I he gO\­
(:flllllent began a li\e' lrapping program of sur­
piu , rhino~ \\'h ich resulted in slOcking man} 
.tre;ls (including K rugcr i':a tionai Park and 
scveral places in eas t Africa) where the species 
had earlier been eliminated, 

DOClI(' whi/(' dlino, Ill(' Irngn 01111(' /11'0. om b(' 

idl'llll{rr(/ b), ils tOllgf'!. !1//tIllI'1 horn whirl, "'11" 
n{"('('(/ [ill,. ,(,I't. 11('1Ir/ i.1 1(l1~1T //lId hrm/in, 1111(/ 

is l"IIrr;ed lower IIt(/" tilt' bhu/t'I. 

Earl) in 196i Kart J\laslowski, a motion­
picture producer. and I had :111 opportunity to 
photograph a white rhino capture at Umfolosi. 
Earh ill lhe morning wc mct thc caplllre team . 
including the ranger in charge. a \elerinariun. 
IWO Zulu game scouts mounted on horseback . 
. wd eight to ten other SCOll tS , The animal for 
C:lplUrC had already been se lected and was a 
l:trge cow of aboll t four ton s_ 

Thc actual shooting of the co\\' was to be 
done by the chief r:lnger with a Crosman CO~ 
gun. loaded with a heavr drug-Idled dart, The 
max imum range with this \\':I~ onl} t\\'enty-fi\c 
)'ards bccause of the bad traj ec.Lo!,): in othcr 
\\OI'ds, the r:lnger had to stalk within point ­
blank ra nge, 

The two horsemen wore crash he lmets and 
hea\'ily padded clothing all o\·cr. The horsc.;; 
.. Iso \\'crc pro tected with thi ck padding. and rOl 
good reason. Once the rhino was plunked with 
the d:lrt, it would race away acro!>s coulltry and 
far out of sight before the drug would take cf­
fecL The horsemen therefore had to folio\\' 
right behind it. to pinpoint the C'Xact location 
whe re it fell so that a large trulk cou ld be 
brought a~ ncar as poss ib le ror loading before 
the rhino revj\'cd. \\,ithollt the.: p;lddcd protec· 
tion. the riders couldn't possibly keep up with 
the rhino racing through thorn brush. 

\\re found the cow lying down along with a 
l'lrgc Gdf and a male in an island surrounded 
by opcn grassla nd. After cardullr checking lhe 
wind, the ra nger began his st,dk on hands and 
knees. being ca rcfullo alarm !lone of the three, 
\\fhell only twCnty Y:lrds a\\'"y. he rose slo\\'l) 
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EnjOY;IIg a mild bath, their favorite diversion, 
11110 wllite rllillOs display the so(/(/bility that dis­
tlngllishes them from their ,"('la lives the blacks. 

to onc knee, aimed, and just as all the rhinos 
spolled him and suddenly stood up in surprise, 
the rapger fired. I heard the dart thump solidly 
into the flank of the cow. 

Then all hell broke loose. 
Rhinos were running in all directions, and 

I did not want to be in the path of any but 
did want pictures. I heard the horsemen shout· 
ing at their mounts. Suddenly everything was 
still again. 

··Let's be ready to make tracks," the ranger 
said, "when a horseman returns." 

\Ve didn ' t have long to wait. The rider came 
back and reported that the cow was down in 
a fairly open area easy of access with the truck. 
A few minutes later we reached the spot and 

RHINOCEROS 

there . immobilized, the rhino looked even 
larger than it had in the field. 

The next step was to back the truck as close 
as possible. The vet then injected a second 
drug to counteract the first and begin the 
rhino's revival. Gradually, the animal was able 
to stand up and while still in a stupor was half 
walked by the scout crew and half pulled by 
ropes and pllllies into the padded bed of the 
truck. Not long afterward. it was well on its 
way to being released at ~Iatapos National 
Park in Rhodesia. 

Not all captures go as smoothly and without 
complications as that one. \Nith so much prac­
tice the crews have become very efficienl. But 
it is vcry hard. dangerous labor and there have 
been serious injuries. It is a wildlife conserva­
tion success story all too rare nowadays . Be­
cause of it. the world·s populalion of wild 
while rhinos now stands above 4,000. and the 
animal appears secure. The ranger and game 
SCOlltS of the Zllluland reserves d'eserve an im­
mense amount of credit for it. 
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FOR SE\ ER,\L hundred yard'i the mahout had 
prodded our e1ephalll through a swamp 

almost impenetrable to smaller animals or 
humam. where grass gre\,' (welll\ feet taiL 
\ -isibilit\ ,,-as zero. ""hell we finally emerged 
into a clearing. we could hear (he excited 
..,houts of other mahouts coming from another 
dirt'oion. for this was a big-~me dri\'e. :'\ext 
we heard the angry snort of the animals being 
dri\en toward us. 

.\ n instant later a hll~e kmale one-homed 
rhino broke out of the 'iwamp gra, ... . followe,1 
dCbeh by a small calL The t\"O ~topped and 
~tooc.l facing us. the female on the ,erge of 
lharging, E\'en safely atop an dephant that 
"'as a chilling confrontation. occause till: cow 
\f.IS furious. Her huge both qui\Cred. 

\h fir!>L instinct as a wild hie photographer 
wa~ to focus a 1ll01Or--<lri\ en :'\ ikon on the pair 
and shool. But our elephant had other ideas: 

it ,eused th:ll a mother rhino is nothing [Q 

trifle with . \ n instam later the elephalll fled 
and the rhinos boiled bad. illlo the swamp. 
Later. the elephant pulled up trembling. 

Ram K rishna. the young mahout. apolo­
gizetl for the animal's ncnollS beha\ ioT. ex" 
plainin~ [hat at onh t\\"elll\-Qne it was \en 
,oun~" " I)on "t ""OIT':" he 'laid in accented 
Engli ... h. '"wc soon sec more rhino,"" 

Before that morning ended we lIushed out 
three more and had a \"en (lose look at onc 
brge bull as it lumbered an-os, a shallow 
stream . In 'iuu,ccding da\~ I had good oppor­
tunit\ 10 ob!>c"e !>Iill OIhu rhinos. as \,"ell a~ 

the lush <:m ironment in which thc\ li\e. 

Watching rhinos is no big deal no\\·atlays. 
\ m 'onc \\"ho joins a photo safari to east­

ern or sOlllhern .\ frica is cenain to see mall\ 
of both the black ami \"hitc \'ariclic!i . .-\ black 
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rhino might charge the safari car and gi\ (' 
e\'eqone a thrill . \\'hiIC rhinos enn roam 
frc.:ch III the new "safari parks" being e"tab· 
li\hed in the United )tates. But the Great 
Indian or one-hom rhino. R"inourm un;· 
COHI;S. is onc of three members of the family 
RhinocerOlidae "hid\ is not cas) to sec. Prob· 
abl) lc~s than 400 still sun:i\e on eanh, For 
just bnef gl ll llp.'les o f Ihclll. it i.!l necessary 10 
travel to ,\ s ia where 250 to 300 cxis t in the 
Kaziranga and ~I an:ts sanctuaries of troubled 
Assam ,!,tale, India. The rest occur in the 
f Cl'ai. a portion of ~otHhern Nep:tl which fe\\' 

o lltside tl'a\elcn. ha\e ye t visited but which is 
now ~Iahendra N:t tional P:t rk , Today it is 
hii;"h alllong the best places on the entire con· 
tinelll to see rare Asi.ln wi ld life. "'i th empha­
sis on the one·horn rhino, The park, with its 
uniquc new accommodation fo r visitors, is 
certain to become very popular. 

It is cas)' to think of Nepal in terms of pic­
ture postcard scenes of the high Himalayas and 
the IIlpterious ciq of Kathmand u. Indeed the 
5·1.363 s(luarc mi le kingdom includes nine of 
the cle\Cn highest 1II0untai n pe:lks on earth 
and many Illore o\'er 20,000 fec t elevation, 
Less than onc hundred miles as the crow flies 
from E\Crest or Annapurna. Nepal's most 
\isible pinnacles, there is a lowland jungle, 
or r erai, not far above sea level. It contains 
aboUl 1.2110 sq uare miles of uncut hard wood 
timber. ilnd is probably the largest virgin for­
est left in .\ sia south of Siberia. This is fringed 
by Ihe swamp hab it.lt o f the rhino, and the 
whole region is laced by clear cool streams 
which arc headwaten of the Ganges River. 
\\'ildlife is wonderfully varied and abundan t. 

L'ntll 1965 \\'hcl1 the region was declared 
a wildlife <;;tllctuary. poaching rhinos just to 
secure the horns \\'a5 common. But that \\'35 

sloppeci, At the same time. with an eye toward 

improving Ne pa l's balance o f payments over­
seas, a fillilit) \\'as bu ilt to attract touri sts to 
lIee the TCl"ai "' ildlife, Completed in 1968 and 
ca lled rigen ops, it is a good destination for 
anyonc who enjoys the outdoors and watching 
big game. 

Tigcl'lops was 11I0deled a ft er TreeLOps in 
Ken)'a_ 11 cons ists o f tw in lodges built on 
mahogany stilts at tfeetop level , with rattan 
wa ll s alld Ihatlhed roofs 10 best blend illlo Ihe 
leafy env iron ment. The showers are co ld water 
and the illuminat ion is collt-tes)' of vintage 
Coleman kerosene lamps, bUI o therwise thc 
placc has everything- no lelephones, no radio , 
no telcvision, not even a portable power plant. 
A slllall concess ion lO luxury is a ci rcular din­
ing room and bar, built of nalin stone and 
thatch beside a large lireplale. Surrounded b)' 
sa l forest, it is a happy place to spend e\enings. 
to listen to night sounds outside and to wait 
up for a tiger or leopa rd to \'isit ba iLS placed 
nearby. 

Just ge tting to Tigertops C<ln be an adven­
tu re. It is first necessary to fl y' to Kathma ndu 
from New Delhi or Bangkok, e ither \\'a)' o ffer ­
ing a breathtaking view of th e main range of 
the Himalayas during the trip , From Kath .... 
mandu it is a fony-minute hop via Royal 
Ne pal Airlines DC·;} to ~ I eghallli "airpon," 
which is nothing more than a level cow pas­
ture at the edge of the jungle, Elephants are 
wailing at ~I eghauli to CfllT)' lI-a velcrs and lug· 
gage to Tigcrlops, which is e iglu miles away, 
During the ridc the first rhinos and sncral 
species o f deer are I ikel y to be seen , 

All 1I":I \'e l and rhino viewing out of Tigcr· 
tops is done on elephant back for two good 
reasons_ Il is the best wa)' to approach close to 
rh inos, which are far less suspicious o f the 
lllsker~ than of four-wheel dr i"c jeeps, And in 
some places it is lhe 0111)' wa)'. Vehicles arc 
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impractical without extensive road building, 
and that would destroy the wilderness atmos­
phere. 

The riding elcphanl~, most of which have 
been captured from the wild herds which still 
range in the Terai, arc fascinating beasts. j\'lost 
are very tractable (to the mahouts who must 
virtually live with them) and staunch when 
encountering any kind of game. The riding 
qualities vary a good deal from one to another; 
some give a very smooth ride, while others 
seem to be travelingon only three stiff legs. On 
the average, females prove easier to train and 
handle than bulls. Evidently the mahouts are 
very romantic fellows, having given the Tiger­
tops e1ephallls Nepalcse namcs which translate 
into Pearl of God, Handsome Prince, Flower 
of Dest ruction , Mysterious Goddess, Rose 
Goddess and (no originality here) Elephant of 
Rajasthan , which is a state in India. 

I was "aboard" Rose Goddess during the 
closest encounter with a rhino. 'Ne were trav­
elling along a well-beaten game path which 
paralleled a shallow water course when tall 
grass alongside us began to waver closer and 
closer. Then a loud snOrl, which \\·as more of 
a snarl, and a rhino poked its ugly snout out 
of the grass barely twellt y feet away. Just as 
quickly it vanished, only LO reappear behind 
us. Apparently the mahout (this one couldn't 
speak English) was puzzled by that rhino be­
havior, because we turned and without expla­
nation hurried away from that general area. 

T he Indian one-horned rhino is even more 
grotesque and intimidating in outward 

appearance than his African cousins. The skin 
of this massive animal fold s and seems to over­
lap on its neck, shoulders and thighs. ILS skin 
is entirely studded with masses of convex 
tubercles which resemble steel rivets. Except 

ASIAN RHINOS 

for the horn , the large head and face are pig­
like; the eyes are small , and the upper lip is 
prehensile. But the low-slung annored body 
and short legs arc deceptive, because the rhino 
is Illore agile than it appears. 

One-horns are solita ry, sedenta ry and almost 
entirely grazers. i'.lating takes place in late 
winter and gestation is aboUl nineteen months. 
Onc newborn calf weighed 120 pounds, which 
probably is average. The average weight of an 
adult is less than the larger African white 
rhino's and greater than the black rhino's. fe­
males mate only every third year, and maybe 
not that frequ ently . 

Even in densest cover, rhinos are nOt too 
hard to find. They bathe or wallow daily in 
the same place as long as the water supply 
remains. Tramped-down trails lead from all 
around to these wallows. Onc-horns also defe­
cate in the same place until a large pile of 
dung accumulates. ,Vhen approaching these 
deposits, the rhino wa lks backward and so is 
a very easy mark for poachers- in-wai ting. 

Before the European arrival in India , the 
one-horn rhino was abundalll, ranging from 
Kashmir and Peshawar in the west, all along 
the Himalayan foothills, the Ganges and 
Brahmaputra headwaters to the Burma bor­
der. On the edges of the Terai, teams of farm­
ers once used gongs, firecrackers, and other 
noisemakers to drive rhinos from their fields. 
At one time a bounty was levied on the beasts 
in Bengal. Today there is only the relict popu­
lalion alr~ady described in Nepal and India , 
and the rhinos of India 's Kazi ranga are by no 
means secure . Domestic stock still is permitted 
to compete for available food, and the small 
sanctuary staff cannot cope with the continu­
ous poaching on the fringes. In 1966 th irteen 
rhinos were victims of poachers. And the lOll 
continues. In 1971 there was talk of relocating 
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, rllf(" fIIll,·Jwrll,.d rJlltII'Urm, broll's;IIg as il 

111/11'(">, l'l/llllln >Iowl" flfn'H I'" 'Iifl" pllli", III 
/1Ir1/dr, IlIi> IIIIItIwl'1 rnf'mbllllu/' 10 (Ill l,mw/NI 

l'''/I/{Ir' il IllIIlf"'K: ill 1,IIlII'1 O/I(wg/l IlIlk~t'{'1II 
rivt'lt'I/lfI!;f'tlU" bl lIodl/ln wlfni IlIbfTdl'i. 

refugees from the East Bengal (Bangladesh) 
revoltHion in \s')<lm near the sanctuary, That 
would be dlc beginning of the end for the 
rhino!! .md other wildlife, 

Compared to that of the ja\'an (or smaller 
one·holn) rhino. Rhin oceros sOll([aiClH, 

ancllhc \~irlli( t wo·horned (or Sumatran) rhino, 
the hnllfc of the (.real Indian spe~ies is posi­
ti, ch bright. The ja\';'ttl omc ranged widely 
a(l"O~S southeast \sia from Bengal. the Sikkim 
rcrai . and \ ssam acrms Burma and the .\Ialay 
Peninsula to ~lIlllatra , .\s recently as \\'orJd 
\\'ar 1, the species was hunting in the '\fekong 
Delta anclm mal,hes near Saigon. The dozen or 
so left are all on the lldjong K ulon Reserve , a 
peninsular area of extreme western Java. Dur­
ing the last century alone. the human popula­
tion has multiplied at least tenfold so that the 
re';it of the i.,land nallllally is de\'oted to intense 
agriculture and thu~ the cnd of ja\'an rhinos, 

L'djong KlIlon is It; sqll<lre miles of undis­
tlll'bed jungle (a lso containing the javan tiger, 
probabl)" the \\'01l<1's rarest prcdawr) and 
should be a sui tablc strong-hold for the rhinos, 
But the, cr)' demity of the sanCluary's cover 
makes it difholit to keep out poachers , and 
tht)" tOl1tinue hurlling lhe rhino for its horn, 
.\l one time rhino horn was valuable enough 
in sOlltheast '\~ia to supply the annual tributc 
from pnn(es and kings to more powerful Chi· 
nese emperors, It is still a \'aluable enough 
donT)' to as\ure a rich husband for a poor girl 
in pans of Indonesia, 







The javan rhino is very simi lar to the In · 
dian except that it is smaller and has a smaller 
horn . The cows have no horns (or almost 
none) and are the only females of the five 
rhino species which do not. The reproductivc 
rate of the species is low because calvcs suckle 
for twO years or more, and females are not 
believed capable of mating more frequently 
than every fourth or fihh year. Only stringen t, 
unrelenting protection in Udjong K ulon can 
save the javan rhinoceros from obliv ion. 

Thc one-ton Sumatran rhinoceros which 
stands only four to fOllr and one·half feet at 
the shoulder is the smallest of all living rhinos. 
Diclcrm occnls mmatrc1lS;S is also the only 
Asiatic species with two horns , the frolll horn 
always many times longer than the other. The 
skin folds of the Sumatran rhino are also less 

JJwar/f'd in (l field 01 l(lll ruds, at! Indian rllino 
listens lor dOl/geT. A lid dallger abounds; Qllfy some 
600 (mimais 01 tllis species SlIrvive today. They 
h(lve lallcrI viclim 10 //Iml's f'1lcroaclimenls 011 

opel/ grass/tmds ami 10 ponc/ters who sdI horns­
cOllsidered to be all aphrodisiac-Ior IIj)wards of 
$200 per ounce. 

ASIAN RHI1\'O~ 

nm iu.:ablc than those of lhe j,l\'all and Indian . 
The SUll1atran rhino on cc ranged from 

\\'ooded hill country of East Pakistan and 
Assam, throughout Burma. Thailand, Cam· 
bodia. Laos, Vietnam. !\Ialaysia, Sumatra and 
Borneo, where in areas it was fairly numerous. 
As late as the 1920s. good numbers ,,-ere pres­
ent in Cambodia and along the '\Jekong Ri ver. 
But except for very Slllall and isolated popula· 
tions which mayor may not 'i urvive in remot· 
est Burma, Thailand , ,\L1laysia , Borneo and 
SUIll:tlra. the species ha<; been wiped DuI. The 
same senseless hunting for horn and llle rapid 
pace of rura1 developm ent have reduced the 
species 10 100 to 120 allimal'i. as es timated by 
the Int erna tional Union for Conservation and 
:'\alura l Resources in a repon thal the organ· 
i7;11ioll i<;s lled in 1969. 
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