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Photo by Dr. H. € Hoyt

Photo Mo. 1—Group of old Sunburst Wheels restored by Dr. H. C. Hoyt
at Circus Hall of Fame.
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Photo by Dr. H. € Hoyt

Photo Mo. 2—Cage Wagon built from old Ring!ing-Eumum Mo. 110
light plant. Mo. 74 cage on right.
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Collection of Dr. H. C. Hoyt

January-February, 1961

Hall of Fame Report

BY JOSEPH T. BRADBURY

From the Circus Hall of Fame in Sarasota Dr. H. C.
Hoyt, the genial curator, who is aoffectionally called by
his friends, ""Doc,”” sends the following report on the
current situation at the Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame has been kept open continuously
this winter. A special evening affair was held in December
with city officials, motel, and hotel officials, and stock-
holders in attendance in which the new acts performed.

A good crowd was on hand and the new acts were well
received.

Currently there are four tours and four performances
a day. Acts performing include The Montons and Carmen
Rosita, doing single and double trapeeze, wire walking
and novelty balancing act. Paul and Arnna Fritz work three
chimps (owned by the Hall of Fame) and a dog in an act
that is always good. Ivanhov works in a comedy horizontal
bar act. Weldy's bear oct with four bears worked by a
young lady complete the show. Clowns include Coco, Victor,
and Bobo, from the Mills Bros. Circus, and George Weedon,
also of the Mills show, is at the Hammond organ.

Several changes in layout have token place recently.
The first bay in the Bradna building has been rearranged
for the ""Awordees’’ os elected by the speciol committee.
All aowardees will be shown in 11 x14 photos and a
biogrophical sketch is included in sateen lined cases. The
exhibit cases will be roped off with plush rope ond brass
standards to give distinction to the room.

The wood carving exhibit has been changed to include
about 20 of the redecorated sunburst wheels and the parade
bay has been changed to include the Wally Smith miniature
circus layout which includes a "‘cut away’” big top with
pzrformers inside.

The West building where the wagons are located has
been arranged with a picture gallery of wagons and old
parade pictures, All photos are 11 x 14 and include many
rare pictures of the old time parode vehicles.

The connection between the East building and arena
has been set up with a set of pictures named Circus Vign-
ette of Yesteryear. A new work shop has also been estob-
lished here.

Many new photos have been odded to the picture
exhibit. All are now stondardized in 11 x 14 and have
been greatly improved by the addition of gold lettered
captions which are easily read, brief, and to the point.

Restored carvings now include Columbia, An Indian
Girl, and Dancing Girl, from the old Ringling Bros. United
States Bandwagon, and soon to be added is an Indian Boy
with bow and arrow. Two half busts of Ubangis, bust of
Alfredo Codona and others are now complete and soon to
be completed is a model of Ringling's first wagon which
will be placed along side a model of the seat wagons in
the glass case.

Major restorations of old circus vehicles recently com-
pleted include the following as depicted by the numbered
illustrations.

Photo MNo. 1 shows the display of some 30 sunburst
wheels recently restored by Doc Hoyt. The wheels have
been moved indoors of course. The display is said to be
the largest collection of authentic circus wagon wheels
anywhere, and came from such collectors as Col, B. J.
Palmer, who also donated the Two Hemispheres Band-
wagon to the Hall of Fame, from Dr. H. C. Hoyt, an old
time ""Wheelrite striker'* in his early days, and from
others. Some wheels were rebuilt from parts obtained at
Ringling-Barnum quarters in Sarasota. Several wheels were
without tires and this constituted a problem since no

(Continued on Page 4)
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Photo Mo. 3—Dr. H. C_ Hoyt, Curator, Circus Hall of Fame standing
beside old circus chariot he recently restored
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Photo Me. 5~—Ringling-Barnum Mo, 74 rhino cage

The BANDWAGON




ation i |'.|r'|-.',|||r'||}-f_'§:,rr“.u!‘r‘| Laoge No. /4
It 1S now complete with exception oOf
new ftloor which will soon be installed
The wagon is painted red with carvings
ind panted design done n silver It
na been equipped with cage banneéers
ind sunburst wheels. The date the wagon
w0 riginally constructed is somewhat
cure. Probably it was built at Bridge-
port quarters in the early or mid 20’
tor Ringling-Barnum. In a 1932 equip
ment list, N /4 was used to carry o
rein That vear the show had two. Bill
ind Lilly, both African rhinos, By 1935
both had died and the show did not ac
LI another ggllgl until Bobl LY Wi
purchased ftrom the Brooktield LZoo about
1945, After the death of the rhinos the
. was used to carry polar bears and
n a 1939 menagerie list it shows polar
bear 15 the contents for cage N« 74
Also by 1939 the wagon had been equip
ped with pneumatic tires and modern
1; The cage no doubt was used h
polar Dbears untl t was retired
g the 194/ season When ac
ed it till }"-'I.' - ol r|:1-,- 194/ |1C|_'r‘|'-.f_'
irtgcheg 1 it

Other exhibits as mentioned in earlier

ind from first report uch as the Two Hemispheres

familiar with Bandwagon the Sig Sautelle chariot

wagoun | bandwagon, the dozen old baggage wag
Europear ons obtained from Ringling-Barnum etc
fill prominent fteatures ot the [:IF
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POSTERS POSTERS POSTERS

| AM PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT | HAVE ACQUIRED THE PRIVILEGE FOR MAIL
ORDER DISTRIBUTION OF THE SET OF CIRCUS POSTERS REPRODUCED FROM ORIG-
INALS IN THE COLLECTION OF MR. C. P. FOX. THESE POSTERS DATING FROM AN
1894 FOREPAUGH POSTER TO A 1925 A. G. BARNES POSTER ARE ON HEAVY PAPER,
PRESENT AN AGED APPEARANCE, AND IN MY OPINION ARE PERHAPS THE FINEST
COLLECTOR ITEM AVAILABLE TODAY. OF COURSE THEY ARE SOLD ON MY USUAL
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE.

Eight (8) 13 inch by 19 inch full color, half-size reproductions of original circus posters

(RB. A. G. Barnes, B & B, Etc.) are available to collectors of Circusiana and their friends at

$2.00 PER SET POSTPAID

Globe Wagons & Cages, Draft Horses and

Out=of=Print Factual Circus Books.

—  SEND FOR FREE LISTING —

BETTY SCHMID

622 LA MARIDO STREET PITTSBURGH 26, PENNA.

lanuary
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