A Shooting Camp in Cooch
Behar,

By the kindness of the Maharmjah of Cooch
Behar, my wife and 1 were invited ta join n
shooting cnmp 1 Cooch Behar, General's
insgpection was over on the I5th March —post-
poned a week owing to the visit of the Duoke
af Connanght—and we started off that night
hy the Darjeeling mail. Arrived at Cooch
Behar at 9-3) a.m. next morming, the lust two
hmrs i the train being on the O3 State
Railway (narrow gauge). Had a lirge hreakfnst
ok the Palace, o magntiieent swilding with GV
mudern appliance, sach as electne light wl
Fans, and o eovered sqguash court and swimming
Liaath o the griounds, and then we started off
Liv mater car lor the camp, thirty miles off.

W bl maotored o good deal in Ewgland Last
v, but never had we experienced anvthing
of this sort before,  The rond was o ** kuteha
one—a very O kuteha o one--in parts merely
o rough track with deep rats, and the way that
cur bouncled and bumped over everything,
I shall never forget; por will my * topi,”
which made close aequaintanee with the hood
miare offen than was pleasant.

We crossed, amongst other obstacles, three
rivers on a bamboo platform supported by
Ewo boats ; so, altogether, st was no mean
performance to cover the joarney in oan hour
il I”""." minutes.  The CARNEE Was ]!I’L'l[il:l.‘
situatecd on the bead of o small river, with
bambon  clomps and  other  tvpical Didian
jungle near at hand.

The Maharand receiveal us, and jll:-tl A2 W
siaf down to an excellent Inoeh  we heard
several shots fittle wmore than a mile away,
aved we are wondering whether it's o tiger or
what, aned lonwing fto bhe ar it.  However,
we fiave not long to wair, as wo are told fhat
R ilm-| " 4:[:";]'1:}.“! las been sent n for s
o0 we muonnt, and Phere, sare enongh, as we
pass the  moechi khana ™ (the place where
the beasta are skinmed, ote.) we see o foe
tigress and enb just brouwght . What  bael
ek ! And many insprecations are horled at
Generals” Tuspertionz and their post poncisent,
'l'l'llil.'1'h e il1|:'!'il=|!-l.l'-rl \L'il!"ll wn Il["ilr 1]"[' 1wy
other fgers have been killsd in the lasr two
dluws.

W soomn fimd the party, aml are cach hoisgtol
on to a O howdah ™ elephant, a singolarly
uneombortable mode of progression. Beyvourd
vetting two pigs, nothing moere was dones that
dav, tull we went home i oo ** general fine ™ of
about  forty  elephants, shooting  partridges,
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Norican, etc.—capital fun—but [ fowowd my
marksmanship singulacly anferior, and  can
only compare it to shooting blue rocks oot of
s boat in s choppy sen, 1 was tolil the
elephants  varied muoch in steadimess, 1 oam
AL rlurlr i, Jor thie varation of mine Trom
atile to side ean have Lesn e short of 45
g rees !

The next day was wel, nmd wo got a rare
:||;|rl.'i|u.[, LT | |H:|tf|illu' ANk, A ‘H_L'lll' Wiks
seemt, bhut he was on the move, and we never

wot on terms with him.  Great diversion was
eausel by one of the  pads™ which was
frichtencd by a passing motor, and set off as
lard as he could across the opeén country,
with his tail puinlm] Ni-::l..‘t'l.‘u.rlh-i_ anal was only
stopped alter going about two miles !

! I will now try and desentbe the general plan
of hooting, You start in the mormmg op &
e 5""1 =) L!Il"ph:lh!._ the |ml] t'-uhiiﬁtill:u isl g liroe
mattvess on the elsphaot’s back. Fe sits
down (" but ') for you to get on by & ladder,
wnd unless vou arce carclul to hold on by the
ropes which fasten the pmdl you will probably
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make a somewhat ignominious start by slip-
ping over his tail while he gets np! Onee
he does get wp and starts, you are guite com-
ortable.  The way an elephant goes ap and
town sterp places fraightens one to death at
first, but they never make a mistake, Their
hovk-joints are different to those of o horse
dir athier mwimal, ol point inwards, wnder
them ;3 hence, when they have 0 go down
an extra steep place, theyr knecl om their hocks
anal vse the hind legs as o drag,  Arrived near
the |r];u'--1 where the lirsE beat s 1o e, and
where probably = Khabdeer ™ (information) has
been brovght m of o * kil ™ by a biger or
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ond with o long experience aml a wonderful
quickness, he soon decides on  the |}|_:-1|| nf
getion @ smd without the shehtest nomme or
confuston the beatimg elephants (sbout til.iE'EI\"]
mre told off what to do, and the howdahs
{Hii,?-: ar seYVen) are E:ﬂﬂ!‘hl |J-r'l.l' a wave of the
SETITIR

The * jungle ™ is net what is  generally
andderstoom] I"."" the word |‘:TIJ.:'|LI.!H!, bk
consista abmost invariably —in Cooch  Behar
ab least-—of patehes of thick high grass, often
as much as thirty or thirty-five leet high,
anel completely hiding the beating elephants,

When there is e patueal open ground in

i -
=

leopard, vour “ pad ™ elephant is drawn uap
alongside your © howdal 7 elephant, and you
step 1.

The *° howdah ™ 15 a2 sort of roofless wicker
cage with two seats, one in Trent of the other,
euch seat opening and forming a box for eonts,
sodn water, ete.  The one who is actually to
shoot. gits om the front seat, sod ranged In a
rack on either side of him are hi= riles amd
puns, and in g khaki hold-all with six pockets,
hanging on the front wall of the howdah and
facing him, are the varions cartridges. My
battery consisted of a 12-Bbore Paradox, a
D00 cordite mifle, a 450400, wd a 12 and
M)-loere shot Ewn.

\s soon as the .“Il.ll:ll':”:lh ks into his
* howdsh."” he goes forwan]l with bis head
shukar and the ” Khubbenas " (men who have
brourht in the “ khubber ™) to reconnoitre
thie position. A fine sportsman and shot,

which to post the howdahs, the eleplants
bent down a ride in which to mive a clear
shot, in an incredibly short time, whaole trees
being ruthlessly knocked down like ninepins,

The beat comes slowly on e wonderfol line
making o kind of croshing, crackling uoise
like u jungle fire: an elophant swddenly
trumpets shrilly, then another. Something is
surely there ! We soe the grass move, buot
nothing more ; then, asx the elephants crash
into the last thicket, u leopard steals owt
Sometimes he 158 killed by the first shot, but
aften  breaks back, wonmded, through the
clephants’  legs. Another time he bupsts
through the line of howdals Full split, as was
the case with the last Il'!lhp-]ll‘dl we got, whieh
was only stopped by a beautifual long shot by
the Malharajab at over 1D yards.

Al s the ﬁ:l.}' s 1|llit'|-:]1',." on. Luuch
under a large shady tree—a most enjoyable
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meal—and then mount the howdal again till
shonting is finished, and the ** pad *° tiukes yon
back to camp in time for a quiet mibber of
birulge before dimner—aned possibly afterwards
Pavn— il Forr g to el at ELETER with all the
workl, to dream of that recond tiger which
fondd  hope—you wre to kill the = morrow’s
mern " !

We lead firne sport with hears, ll‘l]lhil.[‘l I, moadd
lwflaloy, bot lad Leen in ea mip o week belore
refinble ** khabber ™ was brought in of a tiger
“kill."” Suaeh was the case ones fine T,
and 3t was easv to sen from the nnnsual stip
and buasthe in che 1RIRLY thisit .-||ar||.-|-t|'||':|;g maisnal
LB R IIII.

There woere three of o5 in canepr wlis lnal
mever  killed o tiwer, sl were  notuaralle
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aettled, and we are posted on the reght of the
line of howdahs, on the bank of o likely-
loeking nuellah.  Down snes o tree with a atemn
six inches in chameter, which seemed likely to
mborfere with the shot, without an effort
froom = Ram Pershad,”” aor olephant, and then
all s stall,

i.tl .EH B ]ll“g l"::ﬁl-' :'I."ll. \h'ﬂi'till“ ‘i:j HETYians
wiork. The grip tightons on the lore-end s
the sacdden trumpeting of the beating elephants
anal the shoats of the mahouts procloim that
the * b 1:;!#'1 P {t—i:.’i'f'] 1% ab home,  But it is
not to be—lor ma— thig feme.  Jost whiere §hie
jungle narrows, the tigress (us she proved to
bey broalks, but on tlee Bur miile o s Bian
ahobs I'in;.: ouwk ! We o ®oe l|||1.||i||;:. sl
they hawe got her! Bnl no! there oo all

anxiong to do so, and our host was as keen as
we were to give us the chance,

We had an long ride of five or six miles un
the ** EI:J.ilF-,h fnniiug the Rne nver San Khost,
a tributary of the Brahmapotrn, en rouate.

On arnving at the jusgle the vultures
could be seen colleeted on a large tree, or
hovering around—a sure sign that the ** kill™
was there, and in all prohability the tiger
close by,

There is o certain silence and suppressed
excitement amongst guns aml beaters alike,
quite different to the beats when other game
T3 B e L

It s a ticklish pateh to beat, and the
Maharajah makes a longer reconnaissance than
usual, but at last—it seems an age—all s

Flae hewdahs oan the [ar side as haml as rh.-;.-
I'II'II, nh]lrll] fhl" I"1I‘_'|_l" ll{ IE'[" jLHI#I"- .‘.I'L'lll'llill'_:
too two nabtives on o tree, she Bas not erosse |
thie rver, u1L|'_-'.,' ALWD _15.'“1':5.-5. ﬂﬁr it ks ERRNNLE
back mtae the saine beat.

It as depided at omee € fake 1t Buck the
reverse way, and we are signalled to go round
eir siille and join the others abt the {far emd,
There 158 a slight opening, which we line, awd
'l'l"lli['l] t..ll."' l'li!iiilﬂlll:‘"— r|]|iL‘1¢-|._'g.' iJI.'IPI.'H".'I' EL:l'.I rl.ll.."l
timue we are placed second From the lelt.

The tigress moakes one bid to get through
v the meht, Three shots are Geed, and she
goies baek into the jungle ;. but the line s only
cighity vards off now, and, bar an atbempe 1o
hreak back thromgh that phalanx of elephants,
she monst know that she s bo fnce the musie in
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earnest soomn. It 18 an exciting moment !
Here she comes with a * whouf, whouf,”
straight at me. I let her have it thirty yards
off, but the grass is somewhat thick, and I
knew [ had missed ! She comes on, almost
hidden by the grass, and then suddenly
bursts straight forward! Is she going to
charge ¥ She thinks better of it, and swerves
—full gallop—past our right. Just as she
clears the lme I give her the second barrel of
the Paradox. Habet! [ feel it—though she
at omce disappears into a thick jungle, and
all is silent and still. Lord! perhaps I've
migsed her! We saurround the high ASS
and eclose im, and there she is, all right, lying
on her side—atone dead, w:.l:h L l:-ulle*l‘. hole
showing clearly just behind the shoulder.
OJut eome the cameras—even & tiger's death is
not sacred to them —and then she 12 measured
—8 feet 5 inches—a good average tigress.

And so to lunch. Ja it faney alone that
makes that drink taste like nectar to-day ¥
1 think mot.

. Another day we killed three buﬁaln—n:-n-a A
cow, with a grand head, of 10 feet 10 inches—
and fine sport they gave as they charged the
line ; but the elephants are staunch, and you
might as well charge a house as a big elephant,
and no harm was done.

The total bag was six tigers, seven leopards,
seven black bear, four buffalo, three stags
(bars, singh, and sambur), besides pig, part-
ridges, peafowl, florican, &e.—fine sport, the
whole rendered dnu’hly enjovakle by the
extreme kindness and hoapitality of our host
and hostess and all their family.

Northern Nigeria, West Africa.

It ia almost worth while going to West Africa
solely for the pleasure of getting away from
it, if you ha.pparl to be locky encugh to do so,
and escape the varions fevers, ete., that most
white men have at some time or other. One's
first view of Weat Africa is by no means cheery
—merely a yellow, sandy coast line, with a
fringe of green above and the white breakers
below. If is more or less interesting calling
at various ports, such as Sierra Leone, Lagos,
ate., where the steamers anchor a mile or two
off the coast and small row-boatas come out
to take passengers mnd their luggage ashore,
It is more interesting if it is a bit rough and
vou don't happen to be going off yvoumself,
for sometimes they make a bad shot, nml tl:LE

luggn e is dro I:e:ﬂ mto the s08 inatead of "

imte the small boat. Then curious passengers
come on board at the coast towns, and the
steerage decks are packed with black men,
women, and children, to say nothing of poats,
sheep, poultry, and sometimes & horse. At
last you get to Burutu, a place on one of the
moeuths of the Niger, consisting of a post
office, store, and ome or two white men's
houses, but chiefly of swamps, and smells, and
heat. You get the river steamer there, and
start up the Niger for Northern Nigeria.
The scenery is more or leaa the same for a few
days—namely. mangrove swamps, thick en-
tangled forest, and palm trees, and here and
there a native village, locking picturesque
with mud huts, grass roofs, ete. ';Fhe natives
in their dug-out cances make for the bank as
fast as they can paddle when they see the
steamer, a8 they stand a good chance of
getting swamped. On mnearly every sand-
bank one sees a croecoedile, and now and then
the head of a hippo. appears on the oily-
looking surface of the river, then slowly sinks
again. Hwventually one arrives at Barijuko,
on the river Kaduna, a tnnbutary of the Niger,
which one has to traverse In a canoe, and on
which & certain number of duck and geese
can be shot, if one is eareful. Barijuko s at
one end of the 22 miles of railway with which
Northern Nigerin is blessed. You get into a
first-class carriage resembling a prehistoric
tram-car, and with luck you arrive at Zungeru,
the capital of Northern Nigeria, aboot three
hours later.  Zungeru is more or leas civilised,
and has a tennia court, post office, store, and
a Government House, to say nothing of variouns
white men’s bungalows. 1 armved there in
the afternoon, and the first thing I saw was
ﬂlf.‘-ﬂ-ﬂj’ all the white men going to the funeral
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Editor's Notes.

Tar Editor has to acknowledge the receipt of
a donation of fifty pounds, which was kindly

voted to the funds of the *° Chronicle ™ at the
recent Regimental Dunmer, held in London,
from the Dinner Fund. We are glad to be
able to omit the customary Editorial grumbh-
lings of shortness of funds thiz nomber, and,
in acknowledging, with thanks, this welcome
assistance to the funds of the paper, have
pleasure in announcing that the * Chronicle ™
18 once more clear of debt. We can only hope
that the paper will now continue to be self-
stipporting, and that it will not ever be
necessary again in the future to ¥ send round
the hat.”

Many of our readers, past and present
mernbers of the Regiment, must have learned
with regret of the death of Charles Kennedy,
V.C., who earned distinetion for himeself and
the Regiment in the SBouth African War.
An account of the tragic circumsatances under
which he met his end appears elsewhere in
thiz number. It seems hard that he should
have met such an end, after going through
what he did in Bouth Africa; bot his last act
was In keeping with his character, If some-
thing was to be dome, Kennedy was there,
and ready to do it without thought for himself
or the cost. Kennedy was widely known in
both Battalions, eapecially during his period of
gervice in India with the 2nd Battalion, where
he was afprominent figure for many years as
one of the Regimental [ootball team.

Depot Notes.

HRECRUITS JOINED SINCE LAST [ssUR.—
Privatea 10705 T. B. Blackie, 10706 A. Vickers,
10707 F. M*Kinnon, 10708 J. Beattie, 10703
G. Woottan, 10710 J. Mollison, 10711 J.
MeArthur, 10712 E. R Gammell, 10713 L.
MEKimmon, 10716 Ir. Esplin, 10716 H. Orwena,
10717 P. Argue, 1071& J. Symin 10719
I, Kay, 10720 W, M*Atear, 10THG nrge-anb,
10757 A. J. Frost, 10758 A, Lﬂuu, 10759 J.
Riddell, 10760 H.“’i]d we, 10761 A. Murray,
10762 RB. M*Queen, 10763 J. Mitchell, 10764
K. Wiltcher, 10765 J. Moor, 10766 I). Comrie.

DiscHARGES. —9018 Lee-Sergt. J. Hogg, to
pension, 18th March, 1807 ; "333.4 Pte. J. Suttie,
to pension, 23d March, ]ﬂﬂ?, 2760 Sergt. P.
Anderson, to pension, 24th April, 1907 ; 2853
Fre. A Mitchell, to pension, 14th May, lEll:IT -,
4823 Colr.-Sergt. J. Michie, to pension, 21at
May, 1907; 2677 Sergt. T. omson, to

nEon, "-"Erlrl ]!l.'.'[:au.:|.r 1907 ; 4898 Sergt.-Bugler
EEBHIII{ to pension, Gth hm&, 1904,

AWARDE AND DH.mTE.—E-HH Bugler H.
Browu, PS5, 4th H LI, granted lst Class
Service pay at id, from l'i"l.-h March, 1907 ; 10002
Pie M. M Lean, granted 1st Class Service pay
at 7d, from lat October, 1906; T647 Pte. G.
Eaeton, gpranted lst Clase Service pay at Td,
from 12th July, 1906; 3835 FPte. J. Gaegan,
ranted 2nd Good Conduct badge, from 10th

March, 1907 ; 5976 Pte. W, Beaney, granted
Jnd Good Conduct badge, from ll}th i:i'lmh,

-1907.

No. 730 Sergt.-Bugler G. Wnlter, PS5 3rd



	Highland 097 AA
	Highland 098 AA
	Highland 099 AA
	Highland 100 AA
	Highland 065 AA

