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T'he Editor will be glad 10 naive for consideratioll phologmphs, in· 
slanlalleous or other-wise. besid, s litemry cOlllribuliulIs, in Ihe shape of arlicles 
alld description s, a .r wdl as sl/Ort slories, sporling 01' olhe, w ise, /101 exceeding 
2,000 words. COl1lri~ulors are specially "equesled to place Iheir uamcs alld 
addresses ON Ihei,' IIISS. and On Ihe bach of pholographs. The Edit01' will 1101 
be respollSible for th e return of artislic or litt ra,y contributiolls which he /l/oy 
not be able to u se, and Ihe rcreipl of a proof 11I IIsI not be la/'''t as evidenre I/lal 
all artirle is accepted. Pub/i, alio" ill COUNT RY LIFE atone w ill be ,'tfol{lI iu d 
as arreplallte. Hlltre slamp .. are cne/osed, tilt Editor will do his besl to ;'cf ltr ,,' 
those conlribulions wll/·,h he does 1/01 ,·equi,... 

Wilh ,·cgard 10 p 1IOto.r;raphs, Ihe price required fOl reproductIon , t(Jgether 
wilh all desrripti1J(' parlirulars, 1IIIIsI be plail1ly slated. If il is desi red lllal lilt 
pholographs slrould be relurned, a sufficielltly slamped and direcled ellve/ope 1Il11sl 
be enclosed for I he purpose. 

II 11I1Ist be distillctly underslood thal /l0 Olle will be trealt d wilh who is not 
Ihe owmr of the cOPJ'rig/,t q( Ihe p llOlog rapl, submitted. or wlLO llas 1101 the per. 
lIIissio,. in writillg of Ihe ow .. er of tll< copyright 10 submil the pllologmph 10 the 
Editor of C OUNTRY LIH: for 'reproduction. 

Vols. I . to I V. of C OU NTR Y LIFE 01'& 1IOW read)" and ca17 be obtained on 
apl'/ic:alio17 10 the Pllblisht r. P rice, bound il1 ,1,''7'&(11 half· lI/orouo, 2 Ss. per 
, 'olume, or ( wilh the (x( fp tioll of Vol. 1., wl,i, h is oul of pr ill I) 21 S. PCI' l 'olu1l" 
in grew rlotll , gilt edges. All che'l" es should be lIIade pa}able 10 Ille 
Proprietors, CO UNTIl Y LIFE. 

gAME FlSH F01( 
THE 'THAMES 

W ILL L ondoners awake one fine morning to find that 
th eir old Thames is once more a sa lmon river? A 

. contributor ~o Blarkwnod, who writes on the subject 
With taste and sense, thlllks th at they may. \Ve are inclined to 
agree with him, but th e chani?e will not come by it se lf, though 
the on ly members of the fi ve mIllIon s of L ondon' s inh a bitants who 
know why may be the ten thou sand who fi sh the Th ames as a 
pastime. It is almost certai n th at the fi sh will ha ve to be 
hatched on a great scale on the upper pa rts of the ri ver it seJr 
and that it is. by a rtihcial rea ring , in th e first in stance, and b; 
regular and sCientIfic restocklll g in the second, th at the fu ture 
sa lmonid;:e of our national river wi ll be crea ted and maintained. 

'vVe look forward to this ha ppenincr in the nea r futu re with 
absolute certainty, because, as Ame rica" and even N ew Z ea la nd 
are about twenty-five years ah ead of us in knowl edue and success 
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in regard to the m anagemen t of river fi sh , th e fac t will be 
hroll :.!h t home by slow degrees to our public . Also the va lue of 
sporting ri g hts is in creasing so fast tha t the possibility of 
pro viding really good fishing in rivers where there are now few 
or no game fi sh must occur to persons interested. But it 
means spending some money, and also lea rning how the business 
has to be carried Ollt, hoth of which involve trouble, and make 
persuasion and example a like necessa ry before acti on will be 
taken. The example is to hand in the Northern U nited 
States, where, in 1897, 568,000 ,000 of eg!!s , of fry , a pd of 
yearlin~s were produced in the public fi sh ha tcheri es and 
turned into the rivers, most of these eggs and fry being those of 
salmon and trout. The result s , so fa r as they can be reckoned, 
are about a sovereign in /ish for a sh illing spent in ha tcheries. 
But this is , perhaps, not exact ly a pa rall el case. T ake, then, 
tha t of the rivers of New E ngland, and of the great lakes whose 
waters are wholly or partly the property of the U nited States. 
On tlt e former, exactly as in the Tham es, the sa lmon had dis· 
appeared. In less than four years a fter the a tt ention of the 
Fisheries Commission was turned to these streams, salmon were 
caugh t in nets in such quantities that they so ld a t 6d. per lb. In 
some of the g reat lakes trout had become so scarce that the 
net fish ermen gave up trying for th em. In three yea rs the 
scientifi c, or ra ther business-like, public hatcheries had restocked 
these lakes so fully that the fi shermen left off catching them 
beca use there was a g lut in the market! 

. The present condition of the Thames is, on .the \~h () l e, 
favourable for the reintroduction of the fi sb. Puhlic feelIog IS 
so strong th at it is fairly cer ta in that no more p )llution of the 
s tream will be allowed a bove the tidal part. On the contrary, 
even the minutest tributaries are under surveill ance, by a new 
Act, and do wn to the L ondon river the Thames will soon he one 
of the cleanest strea ms in E ngland. This means that a ll the 
early life of salmon and sea· trout will be passe~ under favour­
able conditions of water. The on ly douht IS whether the 
spawning- heds will not be disturbed by th e wash of steam 
hunches. The a nswer to thi s is, first, that no one knows where 
the spawning-beds of the old Tha mes salmon were; and, secondly, 
that modern man age ment is absolutely inde pendent of spawlllllg­
beds at al l. Both these fa ct s are a littl e surprising- the /irst as 
a ma tter of county his tory, and the second as a curiosity of 
na tural hi s tory. On the Dart, for ins ta nce , or the !weed, 
everyone knows where the grea t fish can be seen spawnlll~ any 
day in the ri g ht !'eason. On the Thame~ the ve.ry traditIOn IS 
lost. But wherever the bed is shallow, With a qUiet stream and 
fl oored with gravel (and most o f the Th ames bed is gravel), 
there salm on and sea- trout ca n spawn. \ t\' e sha ll have ~o know 
where to fin d the " ripe " fi sh, or else the modern substitute for 
spawniJl~ . beds will not work . This is to" strip" the ripe /i sh, 
keep and ha tch the ova in trays, and when the fry have absorbed 
the umhilica l sack and are rea lly littl e fi Sh, and n?t senll·emhryos, 
to turn them out to take their chance. Experience shows that 
in the rough nurse ry of the river not more than ten per ~ent. of 
the eggs even survive as little fish at a ll, after WhiCh , of 
course, follow all the other dangers to the fry. If hatched 
artificia lly, not ten per cent., but ninety per cent. reach the 
" fry" stage . . . 

The nex t diffi culty IS one Whl.ch, ~ en. :years ago,. seemed 
insuperable, but which probably will dlm1l1Is.h, and will d.o so 
almost certainly If public opinion hardens a little m~re qUIckly 
than it has done lately. It is that of the pollutt?n of the 
L ondon river by L ondon itsel f. We sha re the astOnishment of 
the writer in Blarkwood th at , while ready to spend any money on 
littl e bit s of ga rden and" lungs" of an acre o.r ha lf an acr.e, the 
L ondon public does not even care to keep Its twelve miles of 
river, under its own eyes, clean and pure and bea utifl~l. \ "le are 
ge tting a littl e more pa rtic ul ar , however, about the ri ver we s.ee, 
and have rea lly done a great dea l to lessen the vast ~utpourlng 
of /ilth on the lower reaches where we could not see It. If the 
di scharcre of "sewacre e fflu ent " between Richmond and 
Hamm~rsmith can be "stopped , and the County Council further 
dimini shes the sewaCTe outfa ll at Crossness, and forces the gas 
compan ies on the E~sex shore to cease po i son~ng t.he stream 
there, the other condition of salmon life-fr ee migratIOn to a.od 
from the sea-will become possib le . Then, with the hatcherIes 
at the top to make eggs into smolt s, and the sea at the bott.om to 
make smolts into sal mon, we sha ll ha ve a new fa una In the 
river , the Illost beautiful of all our indigenous fi sh, the largest 
and the best for sport and for th e table. 

A word shoul d be sa id as to ord ina ry brown trout. These, 
as everyone knows grow to a g reat size iD the Thames, and are 
not a llowed to be ~aught unl ess of a grea ter weight than what 
woul d be th e ma ximum in an ord ina ry trout s tream. What 
happens in regard to the exi sting Tha mes trout is that on the 
tributa ry strea ms a few fi sh work downwards and enter the 
Th ames. Th ere th ey find a ll conditions favourable, except that 
th e ri ve r is o\·e r· /i shed. Th ey a lso g ive up ris ing to the fiy, 
beca use th ere are (juantities of small fi sh to eat, though some· 
times th ey do take a fly when in the humour. In order to make 
the T hames a ri ver full of trout of all sizes a very much larger 
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Those amongst our readers who a re yacht-o wners should 
note that thi s year, for the fir st time, they will be required to 
pay wh at rea lly amou nt s to a n annll a l ta x for the privilege of 
posse~sln g their vesse ls. F or by the provi sions of the Merc hant 
ShiPPing, (Mercantil e Ma rine Fund ) Act , rH98 , they will be 
mulcted 111 th e sum of I S. per ton (registered tonn age) on a ny 
yacht they may own of and a bove fi ve tons reg istered shipping 
tonnage. In the case of unre~ i s t e red vessels, the dues will ha ve to 
be paid on Tha mes measurement . As the registered is less than 
the Th ames tonn age of nearly all yac ht s , a n add itiona l benefi t 
Will accrue to those owners who possess the Government certifi ­
ca tes of their vessels. Tile dues should be pa id to the Collector 
of Custom s a t the Custom H ouse at which the yacht is regis tered, 
Yachtsmen may cong ratul ate themselves on the fact tha t the tax 
i~ not a heavy one, a nd furth er, as yachts are popularly con­
Sidered to be great luxuries-although a t times they most certa iJt1y 
are not- owners may consider themselves lucky in having escaped 
from any general Goyernment imposition for so many yea rs. 

The Assamese shootin g- part y of the Mah arajah of Kn ch 
Behar, which ended on Ma rch 24th , has been a g reat 
success, though the bag of ti~ers was some wha t s maller than 
had been hoped for. The following are the exact fig ures: 
Three tigers, one black panther, seven rhinoce ros, twenty-fi ve 
huffaloes, and three "hull bison (ga ur ), m aking a tot al o f thirty­
nine head of big game. :\'l ost o f the E ngli sh mem hers of the 
party ha ve now started for home, but some are still re maining 
to try their luck furth er, and will then go on to Kashmir. 
If proof were wanting of the com pletp.ness of the arrange­
ment s made by the Maharaj a h for th e comfort of hi s g uests , it 
would be foun d in the fact that a tempora ry post -offi ce was 
a ttached to the ca mp ! The post -m arks therein affix ed to lett er s 
will probably be eagerly songht by co ll ectors of these obj ects. 
It will be a long time before such a truly roya l shoot aga in 
ta kes place in India . 

Some twent y years ~I go the name of Henry Kell ey was as 
a household word on the lips of the co mpara ti ve ly fe \\' who a t 
that time took an int erest in rowing. I< ell ey was four times 
champion of the worl d a t sculling, a nd won innumera ble minor 
competitions uesides. No w he is too old a m an to ea rn a li v in~ 
a t hi s profession, a nd Ius fa ll en on ill times. B ut a s trong 
committee, including many of the notable row ing m en , has 
been formed to help him . It is proposed to ge t lip a fund 
suffi cient to buy him a n a nnuity that will permit him to go 
gently padd li ng clo wn the ebb- t ide of hi s years. T he honorary 
secretary is M r. R G . C. G rid ley , 106, Q uee n's Ga te, S _\V. 

T here seems to be quit e a s trong feel ing a mong cr icketers 
that the boundaries ma ke run- ge tting too ea~y on th e present 
grounds, and tha t perhap;; some alt era ti on in thi s respect, as it 
would ~ive the bats men the trouble of running out thei r runs, 
would put the bow lers on a bette r pl ane with them , a nd check 
the over-long scores. O ver the well-kno wn initi a ls o f " F. G.," 
ill Daily'S MaZ:lzi llc, there is some di scussion of the merits 
of a low boundary, so me lOoyds . from the wicket , a ll ro und the 
ground, within which boundary a ll h its must be run out. If 
the ball over- passes this boundary four sha ll be sco red . Th at 
is the simple proposal , and thong h it sOl1nds a littl e re\'olu­
ti onary, it is s:l id th at Mr. V. E . W a lker and M r. Alfred 
L yttelton fa \'our it. High a uthoriti es these; a nd except th at it 
is novel, there is perhaps nothing to be sa id against it. 

So th e E ton boys ha ve won the racquets aga in, a ft er an 
inten "a l of seven teen years. It is sing ul ar ho w ve ry large has 
Ileen the preponde ra nce of vi ctory on H arrow's side, the S choo l 
on the H ill hav ing won se venteen til1l es to E ton's seven, whil e 
no other school has done bet ter th an Charterh ouse, with three 
\\"1115. Charterhouse and H arrow played a hard n ~a t ch thi s ye:1r. 
But it was " -inchester that gave t he wi nners their biggest t ask. 
In the fi nal the H arrow boys did not pl ay up to thei r form ; 
hu t racquets is essen tia ll y a game in which cl ass tell s, a nd the 
ll arrovians were outclassed fro m the sta rt. T he others foun d 
a grea t game right a way, and kept it throughout. It is the 
general opin ion that in Mr. Macnag hten E ton has one of the 
best, if not the actual hest , a ll -roun d racCluet players t hat has 
ever represented her, and hi s part ner, l\h. De la R ue, is a st ro ng 
player, whose st rengt h woul d have been e\"en Illore apparen t had 
it not been always in comp:1rison with th a t of Mr. :'Il acnaghten. 

Gathering in the repJ r!s of a nglers from many par ts of th e 
coun try, it appears that sport wi th t he trou t has ueen ra t her 
hett er than one could have ex pec ted, considering the roug h , co ld 
wea ther There hits been little ily on the wat er, but fi 5h have 
been nlo\" ing, nC\'e rthe le9s, to th e artificial Ay. Nothing of any 
grea t note has been recorded. I n th e s_lImon an~ling- business 
there has been very little doing, and we are sti ll disappoin ted in 
th e year's ea rly prOlu ise. It is sing ul ar, a1t er th e Il!ildness of 
t hc past winter, that trout see m to be later than usua l in com i n~ 
int ocondilion . 
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The best bit of Iiews th at we hear, !';oth from the an (Tler's 
and from a wider point of vie lV , is that the Test is no\V "a t a 
hig her level by severa l inche-:; than it has been for SOllle years 
past . This is good ne ws, in the fi rst place for the anoler and 
in the second place it is good as e vidence that we are l i k~ly to 
b e spa red the lack ?f water ~hat was so vex a t iou~ jast year in 
many country distri cts, and 111 part of L ondon. O f course, we 
are made aware in other ways- by the volume of our smal l 
str eams and the height of wa ter in our wells-th at the water­
bea ring s tra ta are much better supplied than th ey have been ; 
but we have heard no such good evide nce as that given by the 
T es.t, a river th~ t is rea l! y worthy of it s name as a water gauger, 
for It depends lIttle for ItS suppl y on surface water or tributary 
brooks, being fed mainly by the springs in the chalk stratum. 
I t is by its e vidence of a bountiful supply of water in the founts 
of these springs th at it gives us a welcome hint as to the (fener:!1 
suppl y in the water-bearing strata a ll the country o\"er. '" 

There is some chance that an aq uarium for fresh· \\"ater 
fi sh ma~ ~e star t.ed in L~lIl don. The ~ry s t a l P~ l ace Company 
a re repamng th eIr aquanulll s, and puttmg them mto connection 
with the la kes , reservoirs , and fountain basins in the grounds; 
50,000 trout eggs have already been hatched, and a beginning 
is made. 'N e hope tha t the experiments will be ca rried out 
with energy. The compa ny cannot he losers, if they rear 
a nd sell the fi sh , for th ey can get 2S. a pound for trout through­
out the season, a nd their lakes and reservoirs woul d yield an 
income, with very little ex penditure as a set ofT. Anything 
which awa kens public interest in trout -breeding is of service to 
sport , a nd of economic va lue. 

The Kennel C lub Field T riit ls , which took pl ace over the 
esta te of Captain Prety ma n, l\1.P., a t Or well Pa rk , nea r Ipswich, 
last week, can ha rd ly be described as successful. There was a 
fa ir entry, but the weather was by no means favourahle. On 
vVed nesday, although the sun shone brightl y, an d scent was not 
bad , it was not altoget her pleasant. O n the succeedin g day 
t here was a n entire and unwelcome change , which to a ll al ike 
Cl uite marred the enjoyment of the proceedings. Unfortunately 
both for t he specta tors a nd for the photographic art ist of COUXTRY 
L IFE, a perfec t g-ale of wind, toge ther with oth er un congenial 
wea the r condit ions, prevailed, and spoilt the pleasure of the 
onlookers as it prevented the operations of our represent:lti ve. 
O n \\' ednesday the judge a warded the fir st priz.e for the FIeld 
Tria l Derby, for pointers a nd setters whel ped 111 1898, to Mr. 
N icholson's D raYlon P ilot. T he first prize for the All -aged 
S takes, which were decided on t he second day, went to Mr. R. 
C ra wford's l\Iatfe n , and the firs t prize for the Brace Stakes was 
~ i ven to Mr. F . L o \\'e's sett ers, l'I l abel of Ki ppen and ~I a ud of 
Kip pen. 

A corres pondent writes: .. The fidel ity of a dog to an 
old mas ter was shown la tely in a yery touelll ng mann;r at a 
littl e hamlet in G loucestershire. A sht;pherd, George Kendall , 
had to g ive up shepherding o wing to ill -h ealt h, and took to 
day -labourer 's work in stead, so had to g ive up keeplll g hIS 
s heepdog, the la tter becoming the p roperty of Shepherd Hall. 
Kendall became much worse in hea lth, and several , months 
went by in which increasin <Y pain caused great depreSSIOn, and 
one mo~nin O' a ft er ri sin g ~arl y-as was his c ll s tom-~e was 
, missing .' S hepherd H a ll was going along- the road With hiS 
dog , when he met Kenda ll 's son, a lad, who asked him , ' ,Have 
YOlI seen fa ther ? \Ve can' t fi nd father.' H all rephed 10 th e 
nega tive , a nd went on . Suddenly the dog leapt .the wall at 
t he side of the road and 'made for ' a p ond. 111 the fi,e l d~ 
H ere he s to pped, and commenced barl\lng III a ~ lIrt O~ ~ 
enfl uirin o tone runnin cr b:lckwards and forwards, keeplllg hb 
" , "~ '''' 'd' h \ ter the eyes fi xed on one spot. H a ll foHowed hl111 , an 111 t e v~ 
poor missing man lay, q uite dead. H a ll set off ~or assl s t a~i~~: 
but the do" would not leave the body, a nd remamed watel " 
by the pond till H a ll re turned with helpers a nd the d:aJ ma~ 
was ca rri ed home. Then the dog followed with droopmg be:! 

an d dejec ted looks , a true mourner. " 
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