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udvard Kipling tells a tale of how
the elephant got his trunk, down by
the bank of the great, grey, green,

greasy Limpopo River, in a tangle

with a crocodile who hit the voung
elephant’s nose and, holding on tight. pulled and
pulled and pulled. Taken aback though he was, the
elephant’s child found that his new trunk was in-
deed a great help. With it he could pick up grasses
from the ground or reach green leaves in the trees,
It was a godsend really, a blessing that greatly en-
hanced the elephant’s survival abilities.

If only the elephant’s msks had wrmed

out o be a blessing of similar proportions,

African Elephant Alert

In days past elephants roamed the earth vulnerable
only o the dangers that threaten any animal in the
wild. Their tusks, as well as their trunks, are useful
in removing the bark from trees, in uprooting bush-
es, in digging for water, and in jousting with rivals
during breeding season,

Today the age of the elephant may be
coming to an end. Fewer than 50,000 remain in
Asia. In barely one decade the elephant population
in Africa has been cut in half, to about 600,000 ro-
day. Humans, in their zeal for status or sexual
prowess are responsible for the demise of these

majestic animals. Elephant ivory commands a high

price for jewelry and trinkets. particularly in Hong

Kong and Japan. The supply comes from poaching

that is horrendous in its magnitude and bratality,
Even so, one might contend that a suth

cient number of elephants remain to carry on into

the future. But this may not be so. Elephants learn
trom other elephants about their territory and
about appropriate foods o eat, They learn these
things from the members of their matriarchal social
group, from their mothers and aunts and sisters, Re-

cently, poachers have been killing not only the old-

er large bulls, but the older matriarchs, and yvoung
males and females of any age with isks weighing
only a pound or two. This means that the leaders
and teachers are being wiped out. Herds of very
voung animals now wander the plains without
auidance. And young motherless calves almost
NEVET SUrvive.

Wildlife Conservation International has
taken up the cause of the elephant and the rhinoc-
eros more urgently than ever belore, Last year's rhi-
no rescue campaign, designed o publicize and
combut the plight of this extremely endangered ani-
mial. has taken a strong step forward. In Kenya's
Nakuru National Park WCT is working to establish a
rhino sanctuary where rhinos will be protected by
fences and trained guards. In Zimbabwe, which has

a relatively large population of vulnerable rhinos,



WCI IN AFRICA

The most dramatic and ar-
gent W initiatives in Af-
rica are part of a collabo-
rative effort to halt the
poaching of elephants
g black yhinos, an ef-
fort in which WCI Direc-
tor Davdd Western and
other WCI scicntists are
plaving kev roles (see
mare on page 35). Region-
al Wl programs in twio
areis—¥Fast African Sa-
vennas and African Fo-
rests—included 43 froo-
Jeots im 17 connfries al the
end of the fiscal yvear.

In Kenya, whers West-
ern serves as coordinator
for the savannas program
assisted by Wl Conserva-
tion (Mficer Christopher
Gakabu, projects are ui-
derway in several parks
and reserves, Fencing has
been erected along the
north side of Nairobi
Park, and Helen Gichobhi
is studyving the cffects of
gradual insularization on
park ccology. Fred Wane-
riis working with scven-
teen translocated black
rhinos in Lake Nakuim
Park, And Fucy Muthee

and Wesley Henry are con-

cerned with the impact of
ourists on Maasai-Mara,
In Tanzania, Semior
Stafl Zoologist Palricia
Moebiman continues her
definitive ficld study of
Jonckais . Still the key
advisor in monitoring
Muporongoro Crater Con-
servation Arca, she now
plays a similar role in Bu
daha, Tarangire, and Lake
Manyara national parks.
She is also surveying wild
asses in Somalic 1o help
establish management op-
tions for the species and
S CCosysiem.
As advisor to the Ethio-

pian Wildlife Conscrva-

Wil LB EE

Eleprlront frrraicbing desiraoys
gt Fiarchal grosips, defredeing
voung elefrlants of frrotection
eneril graedalatarce orx flry goveer af

tiom Cyrganisation, Asso-
ciate Rescarch Zoologist

Chefs Hillmoan directs coi:

servalion research, train-
ing, and cducation
throughout Erbdopia, in-
cluding Bale Mouniain Na-
tional Park. He is now
based in the capital, Addis
Ababa.

Rain-foresi projects,
coordinated by William
Weber, stretch across
equatorial Africa from
Sicrra Leone in the west
through Zaire to Bwanda.
Among them are two that
received major funding
from the LS. Agency for
International Develop-
ment {USAID) during the
yiar. (hne is_fames Ponr-
ell's long-term biological
inventory and training
Program in Cameriont s
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W s supporting anti-poaching patrols using
planes and other tracking cqguipment,

WCI Director Dr. David Western, who
coordinates WET's activities in East Africa, 15 now
concentrating his atentions on clephants as well as
rhinos. The emergency is already upon us. The ele-
phints are being killed at the rate of 1O0-200 per
day. During this past year Dr. Western has been in-
strumental in effons to have the African elephant
upgraded o Appendix I, the endangered species
list. of the Convention on International Trade of En-
dangered Species, known as CITES,

. Western and other conservationists
have also had success in their efforts o impose a
worldwide han on ivory. President George Bush
has declared that importing ivory 1o the United
States from any country is now illegal. All twelve
member countries of the European Community, in-
cluding Greatr Britain, which still controls Hong

Kong, have also imposed a ban. Even Japan has an-
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} nounced that it will curtail imports. The CITES list
| ing would provide a means to implement the ban
In Africa the ban is questioned by some
countries, notably Zimbabwe, Botswana and South
Africa, that use earnings from ivory sales o suppon

| conservition activities, Poaching

i

though, 15 moti
vated by greed. And Dir. Western emphasizes that,
'.I “elephants are more valuable as a continuing

) source of tourist income than they are as a finie e

| source plundered by indiseriminate poachers.”

WCI and other organizations in the Afri-

can Elephant Conservation Coordinating Group re-
cently drafted a comprehensive campaign to stop
 what some have called elephant genocide. The

¥ eoal, as stated in the group’s working document, is,

§ ‘1o stem the drastic decline in the African elephant

'1 by stopping the illegal ivory trade” and targeting
fcertain areas as elephant reserves. Other elements
bof the campaign include political activism directed
toward the many varied governments involved, and

education of the public, both in Africa and around

I
| Elephant remains left by
owicbrers in e Centeal
 African Republic
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extremely diverse Korug
Yertiorad Pavle, Powell s
previous pioneering work
with mianatees and coastal
sone management is be
ing continued in Ivors
Coast by Koweclio Akoi.
The other is the Nyungwe
Forest Project in Ruanda
under Bob Clanssen, with
Amy Vedder in an adviso-
ry role, which also in-
volves biological invenio
rics and training, as well
as ourism development
and local education. In
June 1989, the project or-
ganized and hoswed, with
the Bwandan sovernment,
a five-day regional work
shop on “The Conserva-
tion and Management of
Aflromaontane Forests” that
was attended by 65 con-
servalion professionals
from Rwanda, Burandi,
Laire, and Uganda.

With new housing and
office space ncarky com-
pleted, the 20-vear-old Ki-
Betle Forest Project in
Lpamda is moving in a
new direction under A
drew Jobus and fxabiriye
Basuta. In cooperation
with Makerere Universily,
the project will maintain
its traditional emphasis
on research and training,
with additonal aitention
oy issUes CONCerning sus-
tainable and multiple use
management, In Central
African Repabific, the fouw-
land gorilla study of Rick-
ard Careod!l and Micleel
Fey has resulted in the
creation of the Deanga-
Sangha Rescerve. And in
Sierra Leone, WCL's con
tinued support of fobe
Dates and the Tiwai Is-
land Profect, channeled
through the local Conser
vation Foundation and the
L5, Peace Corps, may
help o save, through edu

cation and forest manage-
ment, one of the few me
maining arcas of Guinean
rain forest,

For Wil Associate He-
search Zoologists Terese
andd forlrre Hart, studying
the elusive okapy and its
forest ccosystem in Zaire,
improved protected status
ool the fturi Forest re
miERins a top priocity. The
Harts’ work is comple-
mented by their assistant
Rick Peterson's Wil hlul;,‘l'!.
of agriculural immigra-
tion trends, Another as
sistant of the Harts,
Claridde Sikabuabo, estab-
lished a second research
camp near Epula and then
became the first profes-
sioal biologist in the gov-
crnment’s Institute for Na
ture Conscrvation,

Sikubwalws also ran the
faire component of the
comprehensive forest ele
Ph:!ﬂ'l’ Srrey thai is I""-'i"J-’.
conducted by teams under
the dircction of Bichard
Baraes in Gahaon, Congao,
Cameroon, Equatorial
Guinea, faire, and Central
African Republic. The sur
vey, showing that up o
half of Africa’s elephants
live in forests, will be cru
cial in the pan-African ef
fort to save the species.

WCTIN THE
AMERICAS

Although WCI maintains a
strong interest in W sig-
mificant North American
projects—the recovering
population of black
Soated ferrers in Wyo
muing and the bumpback
whale conservation work
of Pebaraly clockner
Ferrart and Meark Ferrori
i Hawali—imost New
World support goes to
three Latin American re-



gions, There are mow 449
Progects in 14 counfries
frovm Mexico (o Argentin:.
Under Archie Carr 1T,
Florida-based coordinaior
off the Mesod sresefoein aonred
Crribbrean Basin reguon,
cncouraging progress has
boen made by WCI scicn
tists in the rain forests
and along the Caribbean
shores of Central Ameri-
ca, despite unsettled polit
ical conditions. In the
cross-honder Greaier Pe-
feerr region of Mexico, Gua-
temala, and Belize, work
continues toward the pro
[1'{'!!'”1! 1:||- l-.;l"lhl. |r.;lul;'|;\- III.
pristine forest. fgnacio
March is evaluating hahi-
tat in the arca around Ca
ferbrmmpred, Mexfco, where
LINESCO recently declared
a forest biosphere reserve
oof 00,000 hectares. In
Crdierlemrianlan, Miltavii Cabire
el 18 *-.I1||1:|.:ir|5-_l| Falsitanl use
throughout the Peten,
while Maria Jose Gonza-
lez-Frster surveys the

Searlet macars orad of frsr
[rrreel s eree a_focis of WS
efforts in Perw fo peodec
Anmzomian rofn foresis.

spams of the ocellaied mr
key, a key species in the
arca of Tikal

Eventually, it is hoped
that the Peien conscrva
ticn region will exoend
into Belize, where orni-
thologist Brpce Miller is
compiling ecological data
in the areas of Caracal
and Ric Bravo, and Carr
has been a ey figure in
formulating a national
CONSErvalion sirategy
over the past six vears.
The strategy also includes

Belize's §50-mile-long o

Frir r'q-'n;:'lll". foer which the
Eovermment may now de
clare a comprehensive
management status. Carr
and ||.|l'|.§_'; term rescarch-
ers Jacague Cavier and

Janet Gibson have played

important roles in these
developments.
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the world. so as to reduce the demand for ivory, in
Eurcpe, in the United States, and especially in Asia

and Japan.

All That Glitters Is Not Gold

Gold rush. These words conjure up an image of
California in the mid-1800s, when pioneers were
lured to the new weorld’s west coast, pans in hand,
hoping o make their fortunes. Today the gold rush - §
15 a phenomenon of the developing world, where

ay ld tever s exx I._“'l':l[il.:'['lilll':. t_],nml_ujr‘hu to the envi-
ronment, and where it gravely threatens urgently
necded conservation action.

Many areas in which WCI is actively

working are now plagued by gold mining. These
include the lturi and Maiko forests of Zaire, the
Nyungwe Forest in Rwanda, the Apaporns Forest of

Colombia. the Ailao Mountain Reserve of China,

the southern forests of Ecuador, and southeast
Asian forests in Papua New Guinea and Kaliman
tan. However. as WCI Conservation Officer Lisa
Naughton says, “the biggest boom in gold mining
today is occurring in the Amazonian forests where
hundreds of thousands of miners scrambling for
gold are having a disastrous impact on the environ-
ment and native peoples.”

Especially affected are river systems and
the surrounding forests, All methods ultimately de

stroy aquatic ecosystems, whether it is simple pan-

ning by individuals, or the use of pumps and hoses |
or heavy equipment brought in by major enterpris-
es, both national and international. The results are |
heavy sedimentation, lowered oxygen levels and |
raised temperatures of the river water. Mercury. of- |8
ten used in on-site processing, poisons the rivers

ancd the animals dependent on aguatic organisms

The surrounding torest is depleted of game due to

e
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