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REPORT OF AWARDS GCOMMITTES CHATRMAN

Mr, Hick otesnberg, Chairman of AAZK mwards committee, reports that
he 1s pleased with the response of many zoo directors, who have sent in
nominees for our first annual presentation of the AAZEK R, Marlin Perkins
Certificate of Excellence, The presentations will be made at the Broux,
llew York Conference in June,

GUTTING UP_ STEAM TO SEE THE RHINOS AT WHIPSNADE PARK by Frank Meakinas,
Parx Manager, Whipgnade Park, Fngland

Today the Whipsnade and Umfolozi Railway gets up steam to take
vigitors through a large and exciting new enclosure where 22 White Rhines
roam ag if on the plains of their Seouth African home, The gteam engins
Chevallier, built in 1915 and weighing 27 tons, pulls the train which
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The Whipsnade herd of white rhinos are watched by a train load of sight-
seers who tru—:d out the new rallhaj' on Wedne-:.da} —AWEI9%T.

re youa & clogs--up view of this magnificenlt spastacls,

herd of White Bhinos consists of 2 males and 12 fem&lﬂﬂ, of which
& are fully adult with the othars varying in age from calves just fres of
their mothers to younz animals approaching maturity, The largezt mals 1=
probably about 10 years! old and the largest femals somewhat oldsr,

'he White BEhino is a grazing animsl and soms 30 acrss of Whipsnade
parkland has besn ge. agide for the herd, which 18 the largest fo ba sa=2n
anywheras oubgide Africa, From nesar extinction in Southsrn Africa at the
turn of the century, the White Rhino has bean so carefully protected and
its habitat so well managed that the stock of this spscies in the Umfolozi.
and Hluhluwe Gamne Parks of Natal has be=a bullt up to some 1,500 animals,
with several hundred more transferred to other areas in Africa, and the
species is now relstively safe,

The 20 animsls which arrived recently at Whipsnsde from Natal, to join
the pair which had beszn there since 1957, are ths first group of this size
oabside Africa and its establiszment is the logical next gtep in the
process of ensuring the coansarvation of thig species for all tims, The
Whipsnade herd will aventuslly be sble to supply all the neads of zoo
eplisctions in Europs,

Amongst all land mammals, the White Rhinoceros 1s second oaly to the
elephant in size, An adult mels measures 6 feet abt the shoulder and may
welzh more than 3 tons., The voung (one only) born after a gesbablon period
of 18 months, are only fully weaned at 12 moaths and may remain with the
Temals for several years. Only slightly paler in colour than the Black
Rhinoceros, ths White spesies 1s believed to have acguired its name fron
the Duich wurd "yljd" meaning "wide", which refers to the broad, sjuare-
lipped mouth that distinguishes it from the Black Ehino., There is ancther
population of the White Rhino in the area where Uganda, the Sudan and the
Congo me2t aroand the White Nile,

At Whipsnade the Rhinos wlll spend the summer oubslde in the eaclosure,
grazing as they 1ike bub with lucsrns hay available in the yards; the
winter food w111 be provided inzide the big hoass which wlll protect them
?r im the vagaries of the FEnglish winter weather, The food will consist of

5 1ba, of coacentrates and spproximately 60 lbs. of hay a day for an
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cn the level, Chevsllier is to be Joined by another steam engine:; Congueror,
gide~tanle, 0-6~2, Weight - 27 tons, Built in 1922, There will be & small
ctand—by diesel engine weighing 10 tons,
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Jess stopped at the Yolsom City Zoo,

California to deliver a baby Iarbor Seal to llr, Gordon Brong.
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