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THE WORLD OF RAJKUMARI
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T Winte?rolﬂg;cal Park's Indian rhinoceros cszgi hS;.S 1Pf;}$3 Rajkumari,

good reason. Aion iviwtillTbe a year old in April. Pamperé)d _Siereg thr(?ugh

a once-great race ogf arun, the zoo's senior Indian rhin::, Yu;’ : lit with
mammals, now rare in the wild and prizéd b a)y'' represents

Yy ZOOS.

She looks like a crisp 900 - o
round tube : pound miniature of Tarun. : .
st Sherif;leiézl}snlnldeep folds as if laid on in metal Pli}zz Stt(ljiqfd w1'th
teriatic of he;- S egz’ already Sh.ows thE AL eiinaly PI‘Ehistaric'1 kl d rhino
puzzled look aspif seo; Ahmas§1v3 "armored' body on stumpy 1(;0 SRty
of an age of anrth mu heE- ere 1n hez: slow brain lay a clouded rerise. o
youngster in her rhin; i ﬁnder £ rhl,noceroses. Nonetheless she 1 o T?HCE
f e D R eno_l-lrimlaz; l:::;?ttlng her keepers' legs, inVitingSriupglfoul

; 5 ‘ : -
milk a day along with plenty of hI;.Ys f;ezﬁnfiiilzﬁdsii S;;zitli Presaatanler
S .

On the end of Raj -
jkumari's somewh
holds the b -- e what boat-shaped head :
Good argur;l:n?:fs a%ahornﬂ traditionally the most valued Partjo? ;I;ilﬁnlnient gl
5t R R :Z;a thearyfthat the Indian rhino was the origiill:l} A q.natomy_
: I ng one of these anim - : unicorn.
and disappointed account of how a I!uniCﬁrn'?lrsez_?ll;lfo?}?zﬂSﬁ wrote a detailed
ed.

Beliefs in unicorns faded, b s
did not. Rhin d, but superstitions about flesh- f .
T IS Dl S 0N Z:itf;ieanfi v1rtua.11_y every part of the big ani;?i';)f;éi r}innos
Rieh Ul s o POW'dereds 1::1 the Orient for almost innumerable rites an}::l i
easing childbirth and t, it is still s?ld for aphrodisiacs and thorn cures.
Sy esting for poison. Prices up t removal‘, for
years for large horns. p to $2000 have been paid in

The market :

killing. Today afflrf]_—i;ic; Tr.n gve Fhe centuries has been met by relentl

Surviving great Indian rhi siatic rhino species are threatened with exti i

India, with some though inoceroses are largely in scattered sanctu Ehri

and Tarun came frorngI tdForbe left wild in the Nepal Terai. Both :vfa{rl‘eﬁ oa

L T ndia's famous Kaziranga Sanctuary in A =
elephants through a sea of giant grasses to 3.:'ie*i.:r.r rilsiim‘ ST
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The great Indian rhinoceros may reach a height of more than six feet at
the shoulder and can weigh up to two tons. Bulls grow horns up to nine inches
long. Female horns may be longer and sharper, probably because they are

less battle-worn. Surprisingly, the Indian rhino makes equal use of its sharp
lower incisors in battle.

The first captive Indian rhinos in the western world were apparently those
kept in the menageries of Roman emperors. After Constantine, there was a gap
of about 1200 years before a rhino was presented to the King of Portugal early
in the 16th century. A few years later, an Indian rhino was sent by Portugal
to Rome as a gift to the Pope, but was shipwrecked en route. Sketches of the
salvaged carcass supposedly inspired a well-known woodcut by Albrecht Durer.

(J. A.)
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Rhinoceros Notes:

Five species of rhino survive in the world today, three in Asia, two in
Africa. The National Zoo has three species -- the great Indian, the white or

square -lipped (Africa) and the African black. The other two kinds, the Javan
and the Sumatran, have been virtually unknown in captivity until a recent

expedition secured three Sumatran, sent to Copenhagen and two other zoos.
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Rhinos are generally accepted to be the second largest land mammal, though
average hippo weight exceeds average rhino weight. The biggest rhino species
is the African white, which can reach 6 1/2 feet at the shoulder. Large horns

can measure three feet, record specimens over five feet. The Indian rhino is
a close rival for size, but horns are smaller.

R RS

The plural of rhinoceros is rhinoceroses, awkward as it may seem.
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Africa's black rhino, the commonest today, is infamously bad-tempered in

the wild. It can reach speeds of 40 M, P. H. in a charge. By contrast, Africa's
big white rhino is placid.

e

Rhinos have poor vision. Their reasoning power is vague at best. They
have keen hearing and sense of smell. Rhinos belong to the same zoological
order as tapirs and the horse family, - the Perissodactyla, or odd-toed ungulates.

3 5K

Only the great Indian and Javan rhinos are single-horned. The other three
species have a second horn on their skulls.

R

Rhinoceroses at the National Zoo are sprayed with baby oil daily to keep their

skin in good condition. No such pampering in the wild, where animals suffer from
many skin troubles when droughts cause water-holes to dry.





