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WE record this morning a_simple act of bra-
very of so true and noble a type that we would
not willingly let it pass unnoticed, Mr. MATTHEW
Scorr, its bero. is mo ideal *Guy LIVINGSTONE,”

tions of an AxTivaus ; he does mot even hold
her Majesty's commicaion. Heis a plain, straight-
forward man, employed as an assistant-keeper in
|the Gardens of the Zoological Society; and all
that he has done has becn, in an attempt to
save two of his comrades from a most horrible
death, to risk his own life, without a moment’s
fesr or hesitation. against odds so terrille that
the boldest man alive might well think twice
Lefore venturing upon so forlorn a chance. In
thie new elephant-houes, in the !Iﬂl'l'lurn division
of ita Gardens, the S
men of the Indian rhinoceros, Which has beon for
several years in their possession. * Jemmy,” as he
is called, must be weil kuown by sight to all regular |
vintors of the lurge estabiishment in the Regent's
Park. Heisa huge beast, weighing somewhero
bevween six and seven tous, and of a peculiarly
malevolent disposition. Those who have only seen
him lying placidly in his straw, like some enormous
Img in armour, twitching bis little cars, and occs-
dly witering & small, self-satisfied grunt, have
ltm\nl:ly never thought that they wer: looking at
the most dangerous beast in the wholo collection.
For year after year Jemmy has boen biding
Lis time, and patiently waiting for a chance to
kill his keeper. On Saturdsy morning last the
long delayed opportunity came. The brute was
inbis paddock, where be ought to have been,
as is bis morning custom, placidly wallow-
ing in the mud; and a couple of keepers,
Aspuew Tuoursos and Ricuarp G-Jmu:v.
were sweeping out the large com-
et alletted b Tathe interior of the
building, which is fitted with stout bars of cast-
iron, set 8o wide apart that a man can easily slip
between them. 8o intent wers they on their | ¥
work that for afow seconds they neglected to
watch the movements of the beast in the paddock
outside. Lf his keepers, however, were off their |
guard, the rhinoeeros, unfortunately, was on the
alert. There was a quick, sharp suort ; the very
earth ahook with the swift, heavy rush of the
furions Lruts ; and, befors the men had time
even to turn to fly, or so much as look round,
they were struck down, the savage animal was
tossing them to this sido and that, cnd, in his

life out of them with his hideous, ill-shaped head.
Soro peril indeed was that in which theso two
men my‘ Huge and unwicldy as the thinoceros
secm, it is really most nimble and quick in its
movements, and in a fow seconds THOMP:ON and
bis comrade would have bLeen, beyond doubt,
crushed snd mangled out of all likeness or
shiapo of life, had they not received aid as sud-
len asit must have been unexpocted. In another
pact of the building was MATTHEW SCOTT, at-
tending to the large African elephant, which is
his especial charge, when he felt the shock of the
rush, heard the savage snort of the infuriated
‘monster, and the piteous cry of its victims,
and koew at ouce what must have bappened.
Ho did not pause to think—he could hardly,
indeed, have had time to look ; but he seized
by instinet the only weapon within his reach,
a heavy carter’s whip, rushed through the bars
into the cage, and with its butt-end rained a
furious shower of blows upon the creature’s bead.
Fortuno has something divine about ber, even in
hor caprice, and never, perhaps, was the ol
adage that she favours the brave more strikingly
exemplified than in the present instance. For &
man to attack a rhinoceros single-handed, and
with no other weapon than an ordinary horsewhip,
would seem little short of madness. Indeed, one

itch, or “blocking " a cannon-ball with a ericket-
Tat: anl, whitevee mzy Have passed throt
Bcort's mind in the seconds
the incident happened, it is
thoughtat all of what he was doing, b must have
known that he was confronting a fate almost as
certain and hurnhln a8 if he bad been told off
1o ride down across open ground into the teeth
2 battery and spike tho guns. But fortumo fa-
voured the brave fellow. His first blow struck
the beast full in the eye, and nearly blinded it.
Lifting its bead from the men who were lying
bruised and helpless on the floor, the animal tossed
it to and fro with a wild yell of pain ; and Scor,
with presence of mind enough to see the advan-
tage be bad gained, simed stroko after stroke
full at the monster's eyes, till he had fairly
driven it out of the cage into the paddock.

this, which is barcly big enough for one man,
Scorr d his two comrades. THOMPSON
hadjuststrengthenough left in him to stand. Gon-
¥REY,who was terribly crushed, fainted instantly,
and foll with his boad outsido the bars, Before
ho could be dragged back, the rhinoseros, wild
with rage, and maddened with the pain of its
woundod eye, was upon him again, and again
endeavoured to bray the life out of him with its
head. A second time did Scorr, whoss blood
was now tharoughly up, beat the brute off, and
once more was poor GODFREY rescued.  But now
Taosrsos fainted too, of elso his strength failed
him, and again GobrREY fell outside tho bars. For
the third time the beast charged, and ScoTT went
at him with the broken end of the whip, belaboured
| bim with it, stabbed him in the eye, kicked him,
shouted at him, and fairly drove him off. Then—
| kmowing that at any moment the monster might
return 1o the charge—he picked up GoFREY first,
lifted him on his shoulders, and deliberately
carried him through the bars and out of the
cage; and next, baving left him in safety, went
back, never taking his eye off his foe, and in|
| the ‘samo way carried out Tuoxrsox—under
the very five of the cuemy’s —or, in other
words, with the big beast waiting in the paddock,
its jaws dripping with blood and foam, its ears
twitching, and its evil little Lloodshot eyo glit-
tering as if meditating yot a fourth attack. The
cage cleared, the bastlo over, it was time for *the
roll-call,” and a sad list indeed it proved.
himself, Ly some marvcllous fortune, escaped
without a scratch. But THOMPSON was 8o ter-
ribly bruised and battered that it was impossible
|to tell
roceived, and poor Gobrrey had bad the fesh
torn off his right leg from the hip to the knee in
a ghastly wound that laid tho leg-bone bare for
its cntiro length. Had help acrived but half a
minute latar the wo men: sauek inevitably hu'a
d into s us
tunately for them, fhe Eente hoxlloog ngu-uru
downits horn level with the head, and thus eould
| mot gore them. It was too stupid and eavage in
|ite rago to make tho most of ita strength of do
| more than simlessly worry ita vietims 28 & bull
tosses a red rag: and, most fortunate of all, ScoTT
‘ was at band, ready and willing to risk his life on
the almost hopeless chance of saving his com-

mghtuwdlﬁmkal facing & mad bull with a| 5

of | committed

Scort | pointing out the reasons which may
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| even soothe their camsciences,

had to face. Theeare of the buildngs i which
the rhinocor o divided Letsoen
Tuoxtisos, Gobreey, . anl the lattor.

who liad bad bis tors
beast, must bave been perfectly well aware of its
size and strength, the Fpidity of its mevements.
and its untameble ferocity. N uoed to tell him
as, whipin hand, he slipped botween the bars. that
his life bung on 3 thread, and that in a few seconds
this way or that its issue would be decided. All
thishe knew. But men such as MaTiiEw SCOTT
do not #20p to calculate chances, or to weigh in
the balance the possibilitics of success on the one
hand, and of failure on the other. 16 was enough
for him that he saw his companions in_immineat
peril, that be beard their cry for ai
e brate dashing them about, sud wreaking its
blind rage upon them, us they lay helpless under
its feot. This was sufficient ; like the hero of the
‘l‘nnnl!anli: poem, “ho maw his daty straight
ar, and he went to do it thero and then.”

Thosa was o/ chent 1 Took o, s Siciusaging
shout, no Victoria Cross to win; there were
none watching during those fow terrille sesonds

but Death on the one hand and Fortune on the
other. And seldom has Fortume favoured a
Uolder or worthier effort.
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Winter has come, and the Caclist war seams 1o
whit nearerits cud. The hghung about Irun ap-
pears really to have profi.ed neither side, save in so
far as the prompt action of Loma uted
the town from being captared, and oid intiict
unexpected reverses upon his opponents, Hut
the most marked feature disclosed Ly the inci-
dent is the weakness of both pariies. It now
appeary that the garrison of Estella was so re-

duced a8 to render an offensive movewent by
Moriones practicable, pru\ldlnu e had sufficicut

and that the scantiness of Lis command
Would have enabled Mendin to smorge from
Estelia had the Carlists been able to dispose of
a decent force.  But just as the big detach-
meut sent towards lrun crippled the Lhro
army, so the Carlist battalions withdrawn
bwll: Rm‘h:ud Mendiri powerless, Oll lhn
m.h.‘ hand, Loma, after cutting s opponents in
wo, sithet could’ ot or was mot permitted
follow Ilphxl success ; and the reason is plain.
The Ebro army was so reduced that the Madrid
Government, fearing a counter-stroke, hasten
to bring back the Irun detachment with all
specd to the lines between Estells and the
eapital. ‘arios apparently was unable
to ||mﬁt by lhe scattered array of his adver-

saries, and were mot strong enough on
ux point Sirile & stout Llow at his pa
ly holds, 1t is etated that

men ; and if tl
convey & more i impresion of
uess, The insurgent force must, mdmi, be
fecble if it canuot act olh.unvv:l, agsiust a body
less than its own reputed . and meces-
sarily spread out over a wide extornal line, There
are not w.nmg.ympmm of decay in the Pre-
tender's cause. houso has departed
tmrn \En perh-p- 10 seck the nmem of war;
use he coul 0 B0 progress in
(,-.u:nnm ey Arn'mu Elio and Meudiri have

o successes im-

pliea a failure of Carlist generalshipin mountain
warfare or stediastoess on

of the troops. Tho outlook is not encouragivg.

The hill-lops arowhito with sow, the rigorous

n has set in, ultimate victory is more remote

umn ever, -ud“" nay be the pml;lmu- ‘moment
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is a grave and vexatious incident. v\m

report of his arrest us we questioned its
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1 rendered loms serious by the prompt corroction
supplied, relieving the Calcntta statesmen of
any responsibil Il(y, m act of Shere Ali still re-
mained di d untoward. Why it was
tod Sould 2ok T s matter n( dis-
pute, secing that lnnm -nﬂunm had £
turned the Emir his Iprln(. 'nn
truth is that the nw\her of Abdw
sce her child on the Cabul Musnud, and nh-
wut bave mduead Eh ere Ali to soize his visitor.
A roport, it seoms, bas reachod Bombay to the
effect that the cause of Yakonb's arrest waas sus
picion that bo woald surronder Horat to the P
sians. If that pretext is alleged at C:
it will not pass
fixed the 'bmlndlnu of Affghanistan not only to-
wards the Uxus m the Stappe bndl.;::n side

Unfortunately, it was only at this moment that | of Persia. The of

the real batile coms In the corner of | part of s Ateias vl hub-en wo knlm,.
tho cago is & sort of barbour of refuge, ot * bolt- | given up by the Shah. it is
hole," guarded by strong iron bars, and into | possble that Yakoob, in s ft o'l temper, might

the obvious ons,

itaelf to_prevent the Emir fro
u tremities. They will also endeavour to pro-

ro bis son's rolease; but, whatever bappen,
the ineident ia ome of evil omen for the [uture
peace of Afghanistan.

Three omnibus conductors have been convicted

at the Central Criminal Court, and sentenced to
Impnmnmem for having embezzled mouey re-
ceived from passengers. The were in the em-
ployment of the Gene:
tho evidence against them "was furaisbed
muvu set to watel and report on the traitic
¥ days. The returns made by the conductors
id not correspond with the policcmen’s notes,
and the j o, satisfied that the Company’s servants | go
had tho differcuce, found them guilty.
Every oue muu- prove of the prosecution, e
the sentences, which sent & couple to prison
for nine and one lur six months. e p
ings of the conductors were mot only illegal, but

| morally wrong ; they were guilty of a reach of

aad their crimo is wore than picking

trust,
As this is tho first conviction, at_leas

pocketa.

for masy years, wemay take tho opporiunity of | o

have led
these men into eriminality. rest are
re worked seven duy- in the weck
that they are pnd comparatively low wages ; an
uently that the conditions of service present
‘temptations, which, it sy well be con-
ceived. too strong
All day long moncy is ‘“hipping through their
fingers; they know bow difficult 1t is to organise
checks upon their huk-hmuiv and they may
)y thinking on the
small pay allotted to them. Might it not
while for the Company v.o considor whether, be-
ing men to very great temptations,

£
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it may be iuferred lhnv. - gre-; many cheat their

emplayers without incurring the pemaltics 'th

follow discovery, Properly paid, it is not concei

able that any’ largs mumber ot ran, the
of exposure and imprisonmeat ; and the

Somo deeds there are that eall for no elaborate |
ric. Itis enough to ssy what the man has |
\donl how he did it, and under what conditions |
| and circumstances. Soit isin the present case. |
Nothing that we can sxy can enforce the simple
recital of the facts as we have given them. But
there are one or two obvions reflections which,
if anything. put the conduct of MaTTHEW St orr | P
‘mn still brighter light. It will be seca from
| the detailed account which we publish elsawhere
that beis by o meaus a strong or powerful man.
{but rather under the mormal average both o
| sature aod of physical ability. Nor is this all |
| He, better than auy man, kaew the risk that ho | o

mmdy suggested by the late trial and the general

terms of employment is, that the Compaoy
should choose men of good eharacter, and pay them
beiter. No doubt, it is juse that all thieves,
whatever their iemptation, should bo punished ;
| but this kind of delinquency is exactly ome of

those which are properly de :b:-h by measuris
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