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Date

Saturday

2 Bhawwil, 732

27 June, 1332
Wednesday

10 Dbilhijja, 732

2 Beptember, 1332
Tuesday

11 Dbilhijja, 732

3 Beptember, 1332
Baturday

28 Ramagin, 733

12 June, 1333
Tuosday

] Shawwil, 733

15 June, 1333
Wedneaday

2 Shawwil, 733

18 June, 1333

Saturday
30 Dhilhijja, 733 1
11 SBeptember, 1333
Sunday
1 Muharram, 734 %
12 September, 1333
Tuesday
3 Muharram, 734
14 September, 1333
Saturday
7 Muharram, 734
18 September, 1333
Thuraday
19 Mubarram, 734
30 September, 1333

1 Def. ot Bang., I11, p. 93.
* Def, ot S8ang., I1], p. 93.

INTRODUOTION

Arrival
He resumed his journey passing through Konia
and Smyrmna.

He pérformed the ‘ Id-ul-Aghd prayer at Manisa.

He redumed his journey and proceeded to
Binope and then to Crimes.

He came to Bulghér on the Voliga.

He performed the * Id-ul-Fitr prayer in the royal
camp shortly after leaving Bulghar.

He arrived at Astrakhin whenoe he proceeded
to Constantinople. Then travelling on the
Volga he came to Sard and visited Khwarizm,
Bukbérd and Nakbshab where he met Tar-
mashirin. Then passing through Samarqand
and Tirmidb he entered the provinoce of
Ehurdsin and visited Bualkb, Her&t, Jim,
Meshhed, Nishapiir and Bistdm, whence he
turned in the direction of India journeying

via Qundiz, Baghlan, Ghaznl and K&bul in
modern Afghanistin.
He arrived at the Indug

He crossed the Indus. See p. 1, infra.

He arrived at Jandni. See p. 6, infra.

He reached Sivistdn. See p 6, infra.

He voyaged with ‘Ald-ul-mulk down the Indus
till he arrived at the city of Lihari. See

P‘. lﬂ; iw-



Dale

Sunday

8 Safar, 734

17 October, 1333
Sunday

13 Safar, 734

24 Qctober, 1333
Friday

25 Safar, 734

5 November, 1333

Thursday
20 Jugnida I, 734
27 January, 1334
Friday
5 Jumida II, 734
11 February, 1334

Saturday
13 Jumida 1I, 734
19 February, 1334
Wednesday
17 Jumada I, 734
23 February, 1334

Thursday

25 Juméada 11, 734

3 March, 1334
Friday

4 Rajab, 734

11 March, 1334
Sunday

13 Rajab, 734

20 March, 1334

INTRODUCTION Ixiii

Arrival
He reached the city of Bukkur. See p. 11.
nfra, .

He arrived at the city of Uch. See p. 11,
infra.

He came to the city of Multdin. See p. 12,
snfra.

He set out from Multdn and reached Pak.
pattan. See p. 20, tnfra.

He reached Abohar. See p. 16, infra.

He came to the fortress of Abii Bak-har.
See p. 20, infra

He reached the city of Sarsuti or Sirsa. See
p. 23, tnfra.
He arrived st Hansl. See p. 23, infra,

He arrived at Mas'‘iidibad. See p. 24, snfra.

He reached Dehli via Palam. See p. 24, infra.

Approximate distance travelled from the Indus to Dehll~—1,303 miles

137
1336

740
1339
741
1340
742
1341

He left Dehli for Amroha travelling wvia
Bijnor. Then he proceeded from Amroha
to Afghanpiir across the Sarji and returned,
See p. 144, wnfra.

¥~ journeyed from Dehh to Sargadwari whence
he accompanied the emperor to Kanauj and
Bahriich and back to Dehll. See p. 104,
mnfra.

He went from Dehli to Behwin to meet the
emperor and returned. See p 148, infra,

Approximate distance travelled en route to Amroha, Sechwan and back—2,640 miles.
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! CHAPTER 1
FROM SIND TO MULTAN

In the name of God, kind and merciful, may God bless our Prophet
Mubsmmad, his descendants and companions! And may He accord
them peace!

Shaikh Aba ‘Abdulldsh Mubammad bin ‘Abdullih bin Mubammad bin
Ibrshim of the tribe of Lawits,! and an inhabitant of Tangier (Tanja) 2
commonly known as Ibn Battiita—may God have mercy on him!—says:—

On the first of the month of Alldh 3 —Muharram—which marked the
opening of the year ¢ 734 we reached the valley of Sind ® known as the

! ‘Lawdta’ was the name of a place in Andalus, and also a name given to some
Berber tribes who inhabited the eastern part of North Africa.

3 Tangier on the Strait of Gibraltar is a town in Morocco.

3 ].e. al-uldh mieaning ‘the God’. For Muharram see page 143 infra,

¢ 12th September, 1333 A.C.

5 It is difficult to determine the exact route which Ibn Battuta pursued in order
to reach the Indus. But his journey from Kibul to Shashnaghér near PeshGwar via
Karmish urges the conclusion that he entered India by the famous route of the Khyber
Pags. That he visited Ghaznl prior to Ka&bul is not impossible; and in any case the
mention of Ghaznl in the Rehla before that of Kabul js no powerful evidence that he
pursued any other route; nor is the mention of a desert extending to fiftéen days’
journey from Shashnaghér strong enough reason to alter the conclusion.

In his notes on ‘Afghanisian and Part of Baluchistan' Raverty has described
several routes leading from Kabul to Peshdwar via Ash-Naghar, which is, in fact, no
other than the Shashnaghér of 1bn Batfite. Raverty (pp. 176, 177, 239) tells us that
'Ash-Naghar was the ancient name of the district near Peshdwar which in modern times
became known as Hashtnagar, And Karmiash or Koh-1-Karmish has been described
by the same author (p. 01) on the authonty of Bébar as the mountainous tract
south-east of Gardaiz, not far from Kébul. This 18 exactly the position and charactor
of Karmash related in the Rekia (Deof. et Sang. III, p. 91).

M#ik describes Hashtnagar as a district 16 miles north-east of Peshdwar, and
fixee Karmish between Hashtnagar and Kabul roughly. Tius tends to support the
conclusion reached above. Miik wonders why Ibn Battita dud not use the ordinery
way which would have led him to Multan, and is impressed by e arrival at a place
on the Indus which lay at a distance of two days' journey from Jundni. But the
Rehla makes 1t quite clear that Ibn Battata arnived in the victmity of Peshdwar whence
he travelled en routs to Multdn passing through Jandnl, Sehwin, Laharl, Bukkur
and Uch successively. Why he did not go straight to Dehll which'was his objectivo
is & mystery. That Dehli, the capital of Hind, and not Multdn, the capital of Sind,
was his objective is evident from his start at Kébul. 'In marching from our country
to Sind’, says al-Blrinl, ‘we start from the country of Nimroz, i.e. the country of
Sijistdn; whilst marching to Hind or Indis proper we start from the side of Kdbul
(Bachau 1, p. 198). Presumably Ibn Batgiits changed his mind subsequently, and instead
of journeying from the vicinity of Peshdwar ahead to Dehlf he set his mind on Multdn
where he had been directed to meet the renowned saint Shaikh Rukn-ud-din Multdnl,
otherwise known as Rukn-i-‘Alam. And the fact that the latter is'introduced in the
Rebla in the course of Ibn Bafiiita's visit to Janinl tends to show why he travelled to



FROM SIND TO MULTIN 3

And, ss the giving of presents has become an unfailing practice with the
people (an-nds),! the merchants in Sind and Hind advance a loan of
thousands of dinars to every new-comer intending to visit the sulfén; and
they provide him with all that he needs for the purpose of presents to the
king or for his personal use in the form of riding animals, camels and goods.
They even render monetary and personal services to such persons and
wait on them like attendants, When these persons reach the sulin, he
gives them magnificent pifts with which they pay off their debts and
honour their pledges. 8o the trade of the merchants thrives and they
make enormous profits. This has become an unfailing practice with them,

When I arrived in Sind I did the same. I bought horses, camels.
slaves and other things from the merchants. From Mubammad-ud-diri,
a merchant of ‘Irdq, an imhabitant of Takrit,® I purchased at Ghazna
about thirty horses and a camel carrying a load of arrows—a gift usually
presented to the sultin  Mubammad-ud-diri went to Khurdsin whence he
returned to India and exacted from me the money which T owed him,
He made an enormous profit through me and in this way was classed
among the great merchants  After many years I met him in the cityvof
Aleppo (Halab) when the infidels had robbed me of Bll T possessed, but I
got no help from him,

Account of the rhinocerose

When we crossed the river Indus, better known as the Panjib, we »
entered a swamp of reeds which lay across our way. Suddenly a rhinoceros
sprang on us. It was a huge black animal with a large head of
inordinate bulk and stoutness  That is why it is said that the rhinoceros iy
all head and no body. Tt 18 smaller than an clephant but its head is
several times bigger 3 than that of the elephant. Between its eyes is a.
horn about three cubits long and a span wide. When it sprang upon us, 4
horseman encountered 1t on the way. The rhinoceros attacked his horse
with its horn which pierced its thigh knocking it down. Then it returned
to the swamp and we were unable to overpower him.

Again on this route I saw a rhinoceros after the ‘agr ¢ prayer while
it was grazing. When we intended to attack it, it fled. Still again 1
saw & rhinoceros,® but then we were with the Indian emperor (malik-ul-
Hind). While the sulfin was riding on an elephant and we were riding

1 An-nas here mgnifies * foreign visitors ’, * travellers ” and ' oflicials °. Cf. pp. 34,
50, 54 infra,

T Takrit or Tikrit was a town of great mmportance on the Tigris. It is said to
have been founded by the Sasanian king Sabir and to bave been named after o
Christian woman Takrit bhimt Wail (E.J., TV, p. 632).

¥ Bee. p. 111 infra.

¢ fApr literally means time or a period of time. Here osr signifies the prayer
of afterncon, so called because it is performed in Wt""" , the last portion of the
day (Lane, p. 2082).

§ ‘The ganda’, paye al-Birinl, ‘exists in large numbers in Indisa, more particularly
about the Ganges. ...’ (Sachau I, p. 204). Al-Birin! giyes more details than
Ibn Bettita and throws greater light on the conspicuous position of this animal,
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on other elophants we cntered a reed swamp along with him; and the
infantry as well as the cavalry entered the swamp, started the beast and
killed it, Its head was carried to the camp.

We journeyed from the river Indus for two days and arrived in the city
of Janini,! a hig and handsome city on the bank of the Indus. It has
splendid markets and the inhahitants are a people called Samira.2 They
have been residing there from ancient times, Their ancestors were living
there when during the time of Hajjaj3 bin Yusuf it was conquered, as has
been recorded by historiang dealing with the Sind conquest.

The lcarned and sincere prelate and devout worshipper Shaikh Rukn-
ud-din—the son of the pious jurist Shaikb Shams-ud-din, the son of the
devout worshipper and prelatc Shaikh Bahé-ud-din Zakariya al-Qurashi who
was one ¢ of the throe personages whom the holy and pious Shaikh Burhén-
ud-din al-‘Araj had foretold at Alexandria that 1 should meet in the
course of my journeys and whom 1 met, praise be to God!—told me that
his great-grandfather was Muhammad bin Qéasim al-Qurashi and that at
the time of the conquest of Sind he was on the roll of the army which
Hajjaj bin Yusuf had sent for the conquest during his governorship of ‘Irdg.
Muhammad bin Qasim al-Qurashi lived there and his descendante increased.
As for the people who go by the name of Simira, they do not eat with
anybody nor can anyone look towards them when they are eating; nor
do they marry among people other than their own and no one marries in
their fold. At the time of my visit they had an amir called Wunar whose
story we shall tell later.

We thon journeyed from the city of Jandni till we reached Bivistan
(Stwasitdn)-—a large city outside which is a treeless waste and sandy steppes.
Tho only tree to be seon there is the acacia. And along the banks of its
river nothing 18 cultivated, except the melon. The food of the inhabitants

is millet and peas called ‘mushunk’. With it they prepare bread. Fish
nnd buffalo milk can be had there in abundance. The people eat the
sagangqur—n small animal resembling the chameleon—ealled by the
wosternors 8 the paradise-snake (hunaishal-ul-janna) But it differs from
tho latter in having no tail I saw them dig it out of the sand, cut it
open, throw ont its mtestinos and stufl it with curcuma which they eall
zard shob® moaning ‘yellow wood’ and which they use mmstead of saffron

} Jandni: s town, which then lay probably botween Uch and Sukkar, has long
been axtinect,

% Ie. SGmea or Sumera Opinons daffer as regards the orgin of the SAmira,
Nome regard them as Rajpit converts to [<lam ; othera we Hindg Rajputa, It has also
born contended that they were Jowiish ronverts to Islam, and lLad origmally come
from ‘Irdaq. They embraced the Qardmits heresy i Sind, where they established

their rule., Seo—

{1] E.]}-: | PP- 49 3-4D3. {i!} R.F;h‘[,, pp Tﬂ: A0 footnoto,
(1) Is C, Jan , 1835 (1w} J R.As Boc., 1897, pp. 404-407.

3 An Ommayyad statcsman and conqueror (651 /41-714/05,,
4 Seo p. 20, fvotnpte 5. & I.e. the inhabitanta of north-west Africa.

¢ Shob ia the Arabic form of Persian chob { ~ya } which means wood (Steingasa).
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(Bahrdij)—a handsome city lying on the bank of the river Serv,! which is
& big and rapid river. The sultan crossed it with the objeot of paying his
homage at the tomb of the virtuous hero, Shaikh Salar ‘dd,2 who had
conguered most of those parts. Many marvellous stories are told about
him and some notable battles are attributed to him. People rushed
forward to cross the river and they overcrowded to such an extent that
a big ship with- three hundred passengers sank; ngt a soul was saved,
exoept 2. Arab, a companion of Amir Ghaddd. We had embarked
on a sm-. ship and Allih the exalted saved us. The Arab who had
escaped drowning was a man named Salim; and this was a wonderful
incident. He vanted to go on board the ship along with us, hut when
he came we ha. 'ready left. So he went on board the ship which sank;
but he escaped from drowning while people thought that he was with
us. A clamour tose among our companions, as also among the rest of the
people who thought we were drowned. Later, on seeing us they rejoiced at
our safety.

We visited the tomb of the aforesaid pious personage,? which lay under

1 ¢ Berv’ stands for the Sarji.
* oye 10 the Arabic text stands for Mas'id (8 yamc ).

" I.e. BdlarMasa‘ud(Ghaézi. Ina book brought out in 1935 by Mr. Mubammad ‘Abbéa
Bherwani of Aligarh and named Hoydt-i- Mas‘Gdi (Urdd) the mists which had shrouded
thia ‘ personage ' heretofore have been removed. 8till, the principal source of informa-
tion about him is the Mirat-+-Mas'ddi, a book written during the reign of Jahangir
by one ‘Abuur Rabim Chishti. It was written, as the author alleges, under the in-.
spiration of the spirit of the saint. But the information he has given has been con-
firmed in part from other sources and mention of Shaikb Salér Mas‘id has also been
made by Abul Fagl, Firishta and Prince Dar& Shikoh.

Acocording to the Mirdt-i-Mas'adi, Shaikh Salar Mas‘id was the son of Salar
SBhi and a descondant of Muhammad Hanafle, son of Hagrat ‘Ali. He was born at
Ajmer on 22nd January, 1015 A.C. Sahi held a rank in the army of Sultdin Mehmud
of Ghazn!; und the latter sent him as commander (sdldr) of an army marching to
Indis to relieve one Mugafiar Khéan and lus followers harassed by the Hindia princes
in the fortress bf Ajmer (1010 A.C.). Since then, Bahi was addressed by the sultén
as Bhlar Siha or Pahlwdn-i-lashkar.

Bédlir SBhii journeyed with Sultan Mahmid of Ghazni up to Kandahir where he
parted and marched by way of Tattah to Ajmer. Before he reached Ajmer the spirite
of some unknown persons appeared to him in a dream and gave him the good news
of the victory awsiting his arms and announced the birth of & male issue, later to be
known as S8&lar Mae'ad or Sultdn-ush-shahid, 1.e. the Prince of Meartyrs,

As goon us SAlar Sihi reached Ajmer, the enemies took to their heels, and
Mugafiar ghdt proceeded to give him o hearty reception, On the morrow the enemies
ro-aspombled and gave battle. But the stars wers againet them ; they were defeated
and fled to Kanau;

Sultdn Mahmid was highly pleased to hear of this victory, and he granted SBahd
the victor estates in Ajmer Then, he allowed Pahu’s wife Batr-i-mu‘alla to leave for
India. B8he reached Ajmer and met hor husband on 13th March, 1013 A.C. On 22nd
Junuary, 1015 A.C., the son who had been long pradmt.ﬂd séw the light of day; he was
named Mas'id, Bofore long Sultdn Mabmid of Ghazn! came to Ajmer and was

pleased to see Mas'Gd m his swaddling clothes (1016 A.C.): he saw him subsequently
everytime he came to India.
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a dome ! and we could not enter on account of the crowds. In this journey
we passed through a forest of reedp where a rhinoceros sprang upon us. But
it was killed, and the camp-followers (an-nds)2® brought ite head to us. The
rhinoceros is emaller than an elephant but its head is several times larger
than that of the elephant.? We have already mentioned this.¢

Sultan’s return to his capital and the revolt of ‘Ali Shdh the deaf

When the sultdn had triumphed over ‘Ain-ul-mulk, as we have related,
he returned to his capital after an absence of two and a half years. He
pardoned ‘Ain-ul-mulk as well as Nusrat Ehian, who had revolted at Telingina
(Thling) and employed both of them in one and the same job, namely
to look after the royal gardens. He gave them clothes and horses and
granted them a daily allowance of flour and meat.

After this came the news that one of the companions of Qutlugh Enhan,
named ‘Ali Shah the deaf (kar), had revolted against the suljin; the
word kar means deaf. He was brave, handsome and good-mannered. He
seized Badrkot (Badrakot) and made it the capital of his kingdom. The
troops were sent_against him, and the sultan ordered his gutor® to march
to fight him. The latter mai.ved at the head of large troops and besieged
‘Alt Shah the-deaf in the-fortress of Badrkot. He made breackes in the
towers of the fortress. ‘All Shah being hard pressed sued for meace.
Qutlugh Kh&n granted him peace, and sent bim in chains to the sulfan who
pardoned him and exiled him tp Ghazna on the boundary of Khurésan,

At the age of four years the Bismilldh ceremony (initiation of the child to learning)
waa peitformed for Mas'id, and in the course of next five years he acquired all the
knowledge and learning then available. When ten years old he began to regulate his
habite and drew up & daily routine which be followed consistently. He became a great
devotee of Alldh and was at his prayer-mat for several hours. He used t0 spend some of
his time in the company of the learned and well-informed spiritusliste and the evenings
he spent in shooting, lancing and in playing polo. When he was 18 years old, his
father died (1031 A.C.). Mas‘Gd then bocame the ‘S&lir' and eettled at Bahrdich
and he rendered Bultn Mahmid active service until his death. The ramindars of
Bahriich looked upon him as & furﬁmr and joined together to turn him out. With
them he fought a defensive battle, and without much difficulty he got the upper hand
atid dispersed them. But they re-assembled before long ; and on 17th June, 1033 A .C.
they made a night attack at the house of BAlhr Mas'id. He fought bravely, but an
arrow pierced his neck, and got into his throat. He bled profusely, fell from his horse
and died instantly (Sunday, 18 June, 1033 A.C.).

Thus he died young at the age of 18, leaving behind great many admirers and
devotees, He was buried at Bahrdich, and his tomb became a ehrine which continued
to be visited by all sorta of people. BSulfin Firog Bhih wisited it in 1374 A.C. 'He
stayed there soms time’, says Shams Birdj ‘AfIf ; ‘and one night-8&lar Mas ‘id appeared
to him in a dream and stroked his beard with his own hand, theyeby intimating to the
pultin that age was prevailing over him and that he must prepare for death.’

1 Bee the photograph'om p. 111.

2 An-nds here signifies ‘camp-followers’.

3 This is an exaggeration, although it is & fact $hat the head of the rhinooeros is
disproportionately huge as compared $o his body.

¢ Bee p. b supra, ¢ Qutiugh Ehia.
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