HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF INDIA

A DIALOGUE BETWEEN ARCHAEOLOGISTS AND HISTORIANS

Editors
AMITA RAY : SAMIR MUEHERJEE

=) RBOOKS

BOOKS B PUBLISHERS & DISTRIBLTONG

NEW DELHI 110 058



First published in 1990
© Editors

ISBN 81 8501627 5 —l

m__-fh-_'r-" S L e
- 08 Y K
hﬂ ars . ql?‘ fb,”.{.&a I

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechani.
cal, photocopying, recording or otherwise—without the prior permission of the
publisher.

Publisher:

Indramohan Sharma
Books & Books
C4A /20A Janakpuri, New Delhi 110 058

Printers:
Text: Print India
A-38/2, Mayapuri, Phase-I, New Delhi 110 064

Plates: Raj Press
51, Mohan Singh Place
New Delhi 110 001



W

-

1@ Ra 80 |~

|90

&d, Fm ?mbﬁl 2 Beod |, N. DL
7

M- 25 |

CONTENTS

Hlustrations
Preface

Keynote Address
—R.S. Sharma

Definition and Periodization
. Historical Urbanization in Indo-Pak Sub-Continent:
A Reassessment
—M.C. Joshi
. History and Archaeology—The Problems of Correlation in
Periodization
—B.N. Mukherjee
Application of Literary data vis a-vis archaeological Materials
The Aryan Myth
—Arun Kumar Biswas
Archaco-Material Studies in India and Literary
Evidences
—Sulekha Biswas, Nayanananda Chakravorty
and Arun Kumar Biswas
. Notes on Janapadanivesa (Settlement of the countryside)
and Planning of the City on the Basis of the Sastric Records
—Heramba Chatterjee Sastrl

History and Archaeology

. The Megalithic Economy in Vidarbha

—8.B. Deo

. Chalcolithic Culture in West Bengal—A Study on

Settlement and Transition
—Asok Datta

xiii

13

21

29

49

67

73



vi

10.

11.

A2

13.

14.
15.
16.

g

18.

19.

Contents

History and Archaeology : A Perspective of Western India
—R.N. Mehta

Visnagar
—R.N. Mehta

Historical Archaeology of Ancient Andhra in the Light of
Recent Excavations at Amaravati, Nagarjunakonda and
Peddavegi

—I.K. Sarma

Growth of Early Historical Settlements in an Area of
Relative Isolation : A Case Study
—N.C. Ghosh

Archaeology of Mangalkot
—Amita Ray
Archaeology of Thanesar : A Brief Report of Excavations
at Harsh-ka-Tila
—B.M. Pande
Early Historic Excavated Sites of West Bengal
— Anil Chandra Pal
A Note on ‘The Urbanization of Bihar’
—Sita Ram Roy
Urbanization of Champa
— Ajit Kumar Prasad
Urban Centres in Ancient Orissa (third century B.C. to
seventh century A.D.)
—H.C. Das

Technology and Production
Impact of Metal Technology on Economic Development
—Vibha Tripathi
What the Numismatist Expects from Archaeologists
—A.N. Lahiri

Glass—An Archaeological Specimen of some Sites of
Southern India (circa 2560 B.C.-1600 A.D.)
—Mamata Chaudhuri

91

101

109

119

131

141

155

161

169

175

195

209

217



Contents vii

Ethnological and Archaeological Studies
21. Ethnoarcheological Study in Northern India—Terracottas :

A Case Study
—Vidula Jayaswal 227
Study of Cities
22, Jalpaiguri—A Primary Survey
—Mandira Bhattacharya 239
Rl 23, Tamralipta and its Locational Problem
[ —Kalyan Rudra 245

Emergence of Art

24. Silpa in Indian Tradition : Concept and Connotations
—R.N. Misra 255

25. Terracotta Figurines of the Kushdpa Period in the
Gangetic Valley : A Study Based on Stratigraphic
Evidence from Excavations
—Samir Kumar Mukherjee 271

26. Brahmaputra Valley Sculpture : The Formative Period
—Gautam Sengupta 281

Archaeology and Religion
27. Images of Chunda at Bodh-Gaya
— Debala Mitra 299

28. Of Archaeology and Theistic Formulation : An Example
from Vaisnava Art
—D.C. Bhattacharyya 307

29. A Hermeneutical Coalition between Archaeology and
Literature : Cult of Manasa

— Pranabananda Jash 311
30. Hariti in Buddhist Monasteries

—Mallar Mitra 321
31. Archaeology and Religion : Case Study of a Hindu

Deity—Durga
—A. Sengupita 327




viii Contents

Impact of the Turko-Afghan and the Mughals on Ind!an Culture

32. Mughal Paintings as a Source of History: A Study of Certain
Methodological Problems

—Ratnabali Chatterjee 337
Historian and Archaeological Data
33. Some Disquieting Features of Indian Archaeology
—D.K. Ganguly 349

34. Archaeological Data and the Historian : An Appraisal _
—M_.N. Mukhopadhyay 369



SN LS W

P
)
H

[
Ll

14,

[
L¥

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Chapter No. 12

Section Drawing of Trench 1X;, MGKT 1.

Terracotta Images, Period I and II.

Floor levels with hearths, Period I, MGKT 2, A’ 1.

Rim portion of a Black-and-Red Ware A’ 1, MGKT 1.

Bowls in Black Polished Ware, Period I11, C'6, MGKT 1.
Maurya Terracotta, IX;, Period III.

Typical Sunga Terracotta, Period III.

Inside of a room—a big jar on the floor, Ring-well, Period IV.
Brick-well belonging to earlier level of Period 1V, A’ 1, MGKT 3.
Selected Potteries, A’l; Period 1V, MGKT 2.

. Terracotta images, IX, Period IV,

Selected potteries; IXs, Period V, MGKT 1.

. Brick structure, IX;, Period V.

Fragment of a face—terracotta, IX,, Period V.

. Obverse and reverse of a copper coin of Kujula Kadphises.

Chapter No. 22

A Group of Images from Jahiri—Tolma area—bronze
or octoalloy.

A black basalt (stone) image from Jahiri—Talma area.

A bronze, Image from Jalpaiguri.

A Vishpupatta found from the pond near the temple at Purva
Dahar.

A stone image.

Chapter No. 25

chm left to right—a female figure in dancing attitude, Head
with top-knot; Mould depicting Yakshi—Mangolkote, District
Burdwan, West Bengal.



22,

23.

24,

25,

26.
27.

Hlustrations

A female figure with fan-shaped hair style, Chandrakeiugarh,
district 24-Parganas, West Bengal.

Rhinoceros in plaque, Chandraketugarh, district North 24-
Parganas, West Bengal.,

Amarous scene, Chandraketugarh, district North 24-Parganas,
West Bengal.

A female figure holding a pair of fish in her right hand, Chand-
raketugarh, district North 24-Pargnas, West Bengal.

Chapter No, 26

Parvati (?), Rangagora Tea Estate, Tinsukia.
Daksha, Rangagora Tea Estate, Tinsukia,

28 & 29. Ganga-Yamuna, Dah-Parbatiya door-frame, Tezpur,

30.

31.
32
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
30,

40.
4].
42,
43,

43,

45,

Vishou, Dudhnoi.

Vishnu, Deopani.

Harihara, Deopani.

Male-head, Mikirati.

Unidentified figure (Gana ?), Barapathar.
Unidentified figure (Gana ?), Barapathar,
Uma-Mahesévara, Davaka.

Mahisamardini, Narakasur Hill, Gauhati.
Rock-cut figures, Sri Siirya Pahar,Goalpara.
Vishgu, Sulklesvara Ghat, Gauhati.

Chapter No. 27

Eighteen-armed Chunda, Bodh-Gaya.
Multi-armed Chunda, Bodh-Gaya.
Six-armed Chunda, Bodh-Gaya.
Four-armed Chunda, Bodh-Gaya.

Chapter No. 32

A leal from the Berlin Album showing copies of European
engravings.

Rustam shooting Isfandiar in the eyes with a magic arrow,
Shahnama Indian Office Library, London.

Building of the fort at Agra (detail), Akbarnama, Victoria and
Albert Museum, London.



Hlustrations xi

47. Portrait of Jehangir as a young prince, Victoria & Albert
Museum, London.

48. Jehangir entertaining Shah Abbas, Freer Gallery, Washington,
U.S.A.
49. Portrait of Asaf Khan, Victoria & Albert Museum, London.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Fig. 26-35 & 37-39 reproduced by courtsey of Dr. R.D. Choudhury,
Director of Museums, Assam. Figure 33 copied from
R.M. Naths Background of Assamese Culture, Gauhati, 1978
Pl. IV. Figure 36 copied from A. Bhattachary’s Icons & Sculp-
tures of Early & Mediaeval Assam, Delhi, 1977.



25

TERRACOTTA FIGURINES OF THE KUSHANA PERIOD
IN THE GANGETIC VALLEY : A STUDY BASED ON
STRATIGRAPHIC EVIDENCE FROM EXCAVATIONS

SAMIR KUMAR MUKHERJEE

THE Kushapa Period witnessed a marked increase in the production
of terracotta figurines both in volume and variety as evidenced
by their widespread finds in India and beyond her present political
borderlands in west Pakistan, Afghanistan and Soviet Central Asia. A
large number of terracotta figurines discovered in course of systematic
excavations since the mid-forties of this century at many sites in the
vast expanse of the Gangetic Valley forms an important chapter
towards the study of this art expression through the medium of clay.
This pivotal region, both fertile and popular from a remote past,
passed through many vicissitudes of history. A large portion of this
region was under the domination of the Kushapa rulers during the
early centuries of the Christian era which witnessed considerable
growth and prosperity.

The present study of the terracotta figurines is primarily based
on excavated materials which have been recovered from stratified
contexts by way of modern scientific method of excavations. The
stratas have been ascribed to a definite and precise chronological
horizon on the basis of datable associated objects.

The sites cxcavated so far are mainly urban centres or prosper-
ous villages in the contemporary socio-cconomic setup. In many
cases, traces of continuous occupation prior to the Kushapa rule
as well as anterior to it, have been noted. Further, the occupation at
the sites extends over a long period of time.

A brief and precise description of the important finds at the
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Kushana levels in the Gangetic Valley may be enumerated here. The
survey of the excavated sites where new methodology and strategy
were first experimented as early as during mid-forties, begins with
Ahichhatra, district Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh. The “stratum 1V"”, falling
within our present scope of study yielded votive tank being ritualistic in
character,dwarf and grotesque figures (Vamanaka, Ganas) and Vishnu,
the latter precisely in “‘stratum [V-b™ (circa A.D, 200-300).! The site
of Hastinapura, district. Meerut, Uttar Pradesh on the Upper Ganga
basin produced votive tank, as well as sculpturesque torso of the Bodhi-
sattava Maitreya in terracotta from level IV assignable to the Kushapa
Period.® Some notable and prospective sites in and around Mathura,
viz., Katra, Dhulkot, Kankali Tila, Ambarish Tila. Geeta Enclave,
Govindanagar were excavated from 1973-77, resulting in providing
valuable data on the flourishing and continuous occupation of the
area.’ Period 1V, ascribable to the Saka-Kushana levels in particular,
yielded terracottas “varied and quite large in number.”® The figurines
that deserve special mention in this context include Yaksints with
charming dress and attitude having striking resemblences with stones
parallels, Yaksas, Gaja-Laksgmi, Ganga riding on makara, mother and
child variety (Madtrkd), Ganas or Vamankas, votive tank and alien
figures, viz., warrior carrying large and heavy shield and long axe
(parasu), wearing a long-belted cloak or coat, detached heads, wearing
helmet with protuberant knob or fillet.* The site of Sonk (Mathura)
excavated between 1966-74 threw more light on the domain of the
Kushfipa Period art expression in terracottas. The levels in question,
according to the excavator, “yielded an abundance figurines of various
divinities, predominently those of Kubera and Durga in her Mahisd-
suramardin! form.”® The finds in the Qaka-Kushaua level at Purdna
Quila, Delhi consist of votive tank, human head wearing a decorated
cap, Yaksa and a plaque exhibiting three elephant riders The
remarkable find during the period under review at Atranjikhera,
district Etawah, Uttar Pradesh, is *“a head of an Iranian nobleman™.?
The site of Kausambi, district Allahabad, excavated over a consider-
able period of time since the fifties, yielded quite a good number of
terracotta figurines assignable to this period. The notable finds include
votive tanks, figures of Hariti, Naigamesa and a favourable number of
human heads, some of which betray alien physignomy and expression.”
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Considerable parts of Period II and III atthe site of Hulaskhera,
district Lucknow, coincide with the Kushépa Period rule.’® Important
finds that concern us here are restricted to Naigmesa figures only.
Phase B of Period Il at Moradhwaj, district Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh,
assignable to the Kushdpa times, yielded moulded figure of the
Buddha seated in JAdnamudra, the Bodhisattvas and a plaque
depicting Krspa slaying the demon Kesin.!* At the site of Avodhya,
district Faizabad, Uttar Pradesh, cult figurines, occasionally of
massive proportions and of the so-called exotic types come from the
occupations of the first-second centuries A.D)* The notable finds at
Sringaverapura. district Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh, consist of serpent
figure, Haritl or Shasti and Kubera.'® The Kushéna levels at Ganwaria
and Solargarh, district Basti, Uttar Pradesh adjoining to the famous
site of Piprahwa gave out quite a good number of remarkable figurines
which include heads of the Buddha, the Buddha seated on a lotus
throne in dhydnamudrd, warrior and drummer types, mother and child
variety, ornamented females with elaborate coiffures and decorated
anklets in their feets and three-eyed Siva, wearing heavy kundalas in
the ear.}* Human figures revealing typical non-Indian ethnic features
characteristics of the Kushapa Period and female figures shown seated
on a stool bedecked with ornaments are the important finds from
Kheradih, district Ballia, Uttar Pradesh.’® The famous site of Rajghat,
district Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, where excavations extended over a
long period of time, provided us with some data of the period under
review. Period III here which concerns us, yielded Naigamesa, hand-
made mother goddess, votive tank and human-heads betraying alien
physiognomy and expression which are characteristic of the time.'®
The finds in Period II1 at Mason, district Gazipur, Uttar Pradesh
(circa first-third centuries A.D.) almost repeat the similar finds from
Rajghat which include human heads having typical Kushapa style,
plaques showing couple in an amorous posc and votive tank.’” The
site of Buxar, district Shahabad, Uttar Pradesh, provided us with
human figures having typical Kushana head-dresses and head-bands.'®
In the stratas ascribable to the Kushdpa Period at Vaishali, Bibar,
Naigamesa and Naga figures dominate.”® Almost the same picture 1s
repeated in the Kushapa levels at Kumrahar and Pataliputra, district
Patna®® At the site of Chirand, district Saran, Bihar the levels
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ascribable to the Kushdna Period produced figures of Naigamesa,
Saptamatrkds, votive tanks with usual drummers and an amulet in
terracotta depicting Sarya, riding on a four-horse drawn chariot,
flanked on either side by two female attendants.! The Period II1 at the
site of Sonepur, district Gaya, which coincides with our area of study
gave out a female figurine under a foliage.®* The site of Tamluk
(ancient Tamralipta), district Midnapur, West Bengal, yielded a few
interesting terracottas having strong Kushana influence.®® The Period
IIT at Chandraketugarh, district North 24-Parganas, West Bengal
datable to the first-third centuries A.D, gave out female figures having
elaborate coiffures and drapery, erotic plaques and a variety of other
objects.** At the recently excavated site at Mangalkot, district Burdwan,
the fiourishing Kushana level yielded quite a good number of terracotta
figurines which include the lower part of a female figure wearing
transparent folded sari, torso of a soldier with a dagger in his waist
having prominent hilt, a Naigdamesa figure, mother and child variety,
a plaque showing a caprisoned horse in motion, etc. Further two
detached male heads, hollow inside, found in the Kushana level point
out that the artists equally showed competence in handling large-sized
terracottas also, a feature already common with the Kushana Period
artists noted at many sites. One of the heads having round and plump
face with a demonic look is interesting. The other head can be easily
identified as a Ndga figure from its prominent decorative snake-hood?®

The above survey brings forth that the period under review
yielded quite a good number of terracotta figurines both in variety
and volume. Still we are handicapped by a few limitations towards
formulating a comprehensive and detailed picture of this particular
period within this region, Firstly, due to limited area excavation by
way of vertical probing at some sites adequate information is indeed
lacking. Excepting a few sites like Kausambi, Ahichhatra and Sonk
(Mathura), which were excavated on a larger scale, most of the sites
were excavated with the intention of solving some specific problems.
Secondly, in most cases, detail and exhaustive reports are yet to be
published. So we have to depend on concised reports published so far,
Thirdly, the materials recovered from excavations by various institu-
tions are generally inaccessible for study due to various reasons, In
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spite of these limitations, the survey undertaken brings forth an
authentic and dependable picture of the terracotta art that flourished
in the Gangetic Valley in the early three centuries of the Christian era.

To sum up, the following points deserve our attention. Since the
terracotta objects are found from a region both widely and continu-
ously inhabited over a longer period of time and at the same time
within a specified chronological horizon, it is quite likely that the
objects present before us the definite expression and ability of a
particular identifiable community bound by space and time.

Secondly, the survey based strictly on stratigraphic criteria offers
adequate scope and opportunity to assess the date as well as the
provenance of a large number of terracotta figurines recovered either
from the surface or from the unstratified levels.

Thirdly, the majority of the sites excavated so far are either
urban centres or large prosperous villages in the contemporary socio-
economic view. So the variety of terracotta objects produced out of
cheap medium available in plenty in the vast alluvial plains may,
therefore, be taken to reflect the prevailing beliefs, rituals and tastes of
average people of the contemporary society.

Fourthly, the size of the majority of terracotta figurines
recovered from the doab in the early centuries of the Christian era are
relatively small which in a way signifies the continuity of the earlier
tradition. Terracotta figures of larger sizes, though appeared in this
period, are comparatively small in number. Further, it is not clear
whether the brick structures, both secular and religious, were embelli-
shed with terracotta plaques during the Kushana Period as was done
during the Gupta Period. It is well-known to us that the brick-built
temples adorned with terracotta sculpture and reliefs became increas-
ingly popular during the Gupta Period.

Fifthly, the artists during the period under review produced
terracotta figurines both by hand and mould and sometimes both
these techniques were employed for the production of one particular
object. Hand-modelled specimens exhibit a perfect mastery in
rendering expressions of the human faces. Moreover, evidence is
available to show how beautifully the artists worked on the finished
objects by way of incisions and notches. One may note in this context
that the entire repertoire of the terracotta art during the Kushana
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Period reveals that both a refined and sophisticated art as well as
distinct tradition of folk art continued side by side. One distinguishing
feature in the manufacture of terracottas in this period is the intro-
duction of double mould. This technique, in all probabilities, was due
to Roman inspiration. It is very likely that due to trade contacts with
the Roman world, this idea gained momentum in India. Investigation
further reveals that the Kushana artists did not pay adequate attention
in selection, processing or fashioning of clay compared to the artists
of the succeeding Gupta Period. Presence of air holes, grit and
admixture of rice-husk were common in the ingredients required for
making terracottas in this period.

Sixthly, the period further yielded a number of terracottas
painted with a variety of pigments of which red colour is most
common. It is assumed that hirmaji (a kind of red clay) and geru (red
ochre) were used to produce red colour. Other pigments used include
rdamraj (yellow ochre), verdigris (a greenish blue poisonous compound)
etc. In exceptional cases, coating of silver or gold obtained from
silver or gold dust have been applied on terracottas. Only a few
examples of these varieties survive now.

Seventhly, the period witnessed the emergence of new pantheons
belonging to different sects and their embodiment primarily in stone
as well as in terracotta in abundance. We have during this period
iconic representation of Dargd as Mahisasuramardini, Siva, Vishnu,
Sarya, Matrikds, etc. Some of the folk divinities (Lokadevatd),
already in existence from the earlier period of time, continued unabat-
ed during the Kushdna Period. These include Yakshas, Yakshinls,
Naga, Nagini, Kubera, Naigamesa and Naigameyi.

Eighthly, representation of the Buddha and the Bodhisattva
figures in terracotta appeared for the first time during the Kushipa
Period rather in a restricted manner. The region under study being
the cradle of Buddhism, it is expected that like its stone counterparts
terracotta medium should have been in wide use. The picture,
however, takes a different shape from circa the eighth century A.D,
when more Buddhist sites grew up yielding different varieties of the
Buddha and the Bodhisattva figures as well as Buddhist gods and
goddesses.

Ninthly, it is during this period in particular that we come across
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with profuse terracotta figurines exhibiting alien and outlandish types.
Innumerable terracotta heads with features of foreign ethnic types
have been found at many far-flung areas within the valley and beyond.
The major sites include Ahicchatra, Kausambi, Hastinapur, Rajghat,
Mason, Mathura, Ganwaria, Sravasti, Kheradih, Kumrahar, Patali-
putra, Vaisali, Buxar, Tamluk, Chandraketugarh, etc. Alien physio-
gnomy, head-dresses, costumes, decorations, etc. etc., no doubt,
suggest influx of foreigners. It is quite likely that the foreigners used
to visit some of these sites as merchants or officials or pilgrims or just
visitors. The alien faces and features attracted the notice of the
humble modellers who spontaneously represented them to satisfy the
demand of the contemporary society. Some of these human figures
may have been attempted at portraiture where emphasis on individua-
lism of faces and traits is prominent. It is true that it is during this
period that one comes across a powerful intensity in facial
expression.®®

Tenthly, the distribution pattern and trends of the terracotta
finds tend to show that the figurines betraying alien and outlandish
types moved from the west to the east. In other words, it may be
concluded reasonably that along with the migrations of alien types
from the west and central Asia and subsequent intermingling of
foreigners with the existing population, the terracotta motifs and
designs also migrated in similar direction and ultimately got absorbed
to a great extent.

Lastly, all of us are aware of the fact that some of the terracottas
served as play-things of children and a substantial number of these
objects were intended to educate the child ® Ancient literature
confirms the archaeological evidence by frequently mentioning terra-
cotta toys of wide variety. The Charakasambhita describes a variety of
terracotta dolls named after words denoting various family members
such as ‘daughter’, ‘son’, ‘sister’, ‘brother’, ‘aunt’, ‘uncle’ and others.
All too often scholars identify female figurines of early India indiscri-
minately as mother goddess. Some are so urbanely stylish that one
wonders if they were not meant to be dolls. The elegant representa-
tions of some of the noble ladies may well be dolls depicting aunt.®®
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