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bows occasionally to a factitious opposition from Stanley, the Member for Rochdale and the teneéd to. Frequently he represents only him.
without. The last .is perhaps the defect most Member for Dorsetshire, but there is not even [selfy and the Council thus succumbs to public
animadverted upon. Each Member, unaceus- the difference between an Argyle and a Lynd- | opinion without obtaining public support. Thus
tomed to publicity, speaks with ditfidence. He hurst. Add to this personal resemblance, the fact 'the Baboos of Calcutte pretend to represent
is in dread lest his remarks should be misap- that all the Members are either officials or law-' the natives. They have no common interests,
prehended.  He fears the uninformed public 'yers, and all are accustomed to regard public af- | but the Council has no means of getting at the
pinion of England, and he hesitates to sanction | fairs from one locus standi, and our argument | people, who are silent, and therefore listens to
the strong enactments, without which despo- will be comprehended. The Council is too ho- |those who profess to be the people, and who
tisms and republics-cannot work. mogeneous. It has plenty of intellect, but it is talk. The resylt is a legislation—witness our
These, we say, are the remarks we hear on ' directed to one point. It has plenty of know- 'schemes for Municipal taxation—neither the-
every side. Those who reason thus, appear to 'ledge, but knowledge of only one thing. It is oretically perfect nor practically popular. No-

us to omit some of the facts of the present, and
all the prospects of the future. We admit one
or two of the charges adduced. We believe
that of the remainder one-half are counterba-
lanced by the advantages already sccured, and
the other halt are remediable by changes which
will not imply a revolution. The new consti-
tution already confers on us some important
advantages. The work done 'is infinitely
greater than was formerly the case. Let any
one who doubts this, glance at the size of the
Caleutta Gazette of 1853 and 1854. He will
find that the mere paper expended in printing
legislative enactments, is nearly double that
which formerly sufficed. Indeed, the most press-
ing danger is, that the Legislative Council in its
gagerness to become aworking body,should consi-
der too many:experimental measures, and forget
Walpoles “snm of statesmanship” guiets non
movere. The work also is better, because more

a epirit invested with creative power, but body knows what the masses really wish, yet
bound to exercise it only upon one section of every one is anxions that the measures should
the animal kingdom. This requires modifica- be influenced by that wish. The result, like
tion. The two seats in the Council which still that of all Whiggery, is weakness. "It might,
await the sanction of the Court of Directors, moreover, be easily reformed. There can be
should be at once filled up. The Court, more- 'no danger in empowering the Council to call
over, in filling them should add a distinct re- for, and even to compel evidence. Take for in-

commendation to take the next two members,
one from the cldss tomed to administrative
work, the politicals, and the other from the
soldiers in Civil employ. . Even then we should
need two non-official members, but for these,
we fear, we must wait till Lord Dalhousie’s
return. In England, he will be enabled to
carry out his original recommendation. At

'stance the project of a law for suppressing cat.
‘tle trespass. A Committee is to draw up
a bill to meet that form of agrarian outrage.
Where is it to get its information ? It
!could obtain it in a few hcurs from two Ma-
'gistrates, three or four indigo planters, and
half a dozen master herdsmen. As it is, it
must legislate upon two sets of written opi-

present there is a want of freshness, of con- nions, those of the Magistrate who thinks the
trasts, of that vigour which is produced by the class troublesome, and those of the planters
conflict of opinion. There are of course differ-' who believe that Goalas’ cows have a special
ences of opinion. Ope man is learned, lnd'peneba.nt for young indigo. The herdsmen them-
another ignorant on the topic in hand. One is selves might have something to say of rights

¢ habbo

thoroughly, done, the laws are better drawn, y, and
and the coach and four of the Supreme Court there is a want of that fierce, almost angry ear-
is less easily driven through them. This of it- nestness, always displayed when different in-
self d8 no unimportant gain. When the law tereste come:into collision. We want not
and the Judge's interpretation thereof coincide, merely varieties, but different modes of thought.
we at least know what to obey. We do not We have different masters, and some of them
commit legal sin unawares, nor shelter ourselves perhaps great ones, but they are all of one
under the idea that the Judge’s legal spectacles school.

will blind him to our offences. Most questions = In England, however, it may be said, the
are argued gravely and fairly in the Council. Houseof Lords labours under the same disadvan-
There can be no radical talk of motives, for every tages, and yet its legislative work is well dong.
man legislates in the face of day. There can We admit the argument in part, but setting

be fio question of individual responsibility, for aside the fact, that the Peers frequently « re-'

each man’s share in the debate is published, ceive light from below,” they have a remedy for
and the weight attached to individual opinions their misfortune. They can obtain informa-
is thoroughly well known. The local ignorance, tion. Whatever there is of experience, know-
too, which fettered the old Legislature has ledge, or special in England, is at the
been partially removed. The Council does disposal of the House. Its possessor, be he
know something of Madras and Bombay, or at who he may, Peer or chimney sweep, Pre-
least it trusts the representatives of those pro- mier or owner of a provincial newspaper,
vinces. Lastly, the deference to public opinion, must appear before a Committee, and when

though not always a benefit in India, is not once there, a rattling fire of cross questions

always a disadvantage. If it diminishes energy, soon compels him to yicld up everything in
- it represses also violence, If it protects crime his possession. Some of the Lords’ reports
by the caution it induces, it removes that read like speeches in the Palace of Truth.
sense of despotic Government, which efficient Witnesses say anything, whether against them-
l-gislation is too apt to involve. Qur munici- Igelves or not, and the House thus acquires the
palities are not coerced into cleanliness, but opinion of other classes in all its fulness and reali.

still their members have the comfort of inde- ty. It learns it, too, not from an official paper, |

pendence. Jolin Smith ought to be compelled but from a man hot with his grievances, elated

ther calmly sensible. Still of common seized, and rights of way stopped

‘np, of the absence of legal remedy driving them
to the club, and of a trade in hides which ren-
ders them the foes of every one who can touch
leather without defilement. Of all this—exist-
ing or only rumoured—the Council will not
hear one word. . .

For the rest, with these defects amended, we
believe the new Legislative Council, imperfect
as it may be, will be found an improvement.

HoM®OPATHIC ANNEXATION—AYD 178 CON-
SEQUENCES,—Two years ago, the Government
of Bengal annexed Northern Cachar. We re-
lated the history of this measure at the
time, as an illustration of the uniform course
of Indian conquest. The country had been for-
merly conquered, and the district—some eigh.
teen hundred square miles—surrendered to
a savag d Tool Scnaputty. For-
tunately, a clause was introduced into the
deed of gift, providing forfeiture as the pu-
nishment of misrule. Toolaram died, and his
country became a prey to the Angamee Nagas.
Its inhabitants were regarded by these savages
as game, whom they could hunt at will for
the sake of their heads. At last Lieut. Bivar,
tired of these atrocities, and of the repeated
disobedience of the sons of Toolaram, recom-
mended that the clause of forfeiture should be

to fill up that cesspool. Still John Smith
will not, unless very enlightened, quarrel with
the Council for not compelling him to fill it by
Legislative action. )

The great defects of the Council appear to
be removeable. They are produced by its peculiar
constitution, and its peculiar method of proce-
dure. No one who has ever visited the Council
Chamber can doubt for a moment the cause of
its unpopularity. With one exception, all the
Members are alike. They are all quiet, grey
respectable fathers of families, men whom you
would charge with trusteeships, and make exe-
cutors to your will. They are all beyond
forty-five, all easy in circumstances, all belong-
ing to the same class of Society. It is the
House of Lords without the strongly marked
individuality, characteristic of the members of
that body. Not only are there no distinctions
such as exist between Mr. Williams and Lord

'with the merits of his own suggestions, or  carried into effect. The Government consent-
speaking from that fulness of detailed know- ed, and the humanity of a Lieutenant of Infan-
ledge, natural to one whose life is devoted to try thus added 1800 square miles to the British
an object. It does not read reports on tan- | dominions. We had traced thus far a narrative
ning, but talks to the tanner. We ask any whose minuteness interested us, as an entomolo.
ordinary man from which method he will ob-'gist is interested in a beetle, and we intended
tain most information. Of this advantage the 'to complete thetale. ~ More important events,
iIndim Legislative Council is almost entire-jhowever, obscured the history of Northern Ca-
ly deprived. Though its local ignorance has char, and we have but lately found an gppor.
been removed by the appointment of represen- | tunity of tracing the consequences of annexa-
tative Members, its class ignorance remains un- | tion. ’
diminished. It legislates too frequently in the| Lieut

t Bivar proceeded with his mis

dark. It has no means of acquiring any defi-
nite idea of either the feelings or the habits of
the classes affected by its acts. It wishes to
legislate with due respect to those feelings,
and a due regard to those habits, and the conse-
quence of the wish unaccompanied by know-
ledge is this. Any one who boldly pretends to
represent a class, who talks for the silent, is lis-
382

croscopic province, as the Punjab Board pro-
ceeded with their magnificent kingdom. The
first question referred to the rights of the
dispossessed rulers. Strictly speaking, they had
none at all, either by descent, consént of the
people, proprietorship, or treaty with the con»
querors. Toolaram, a turbulent savage, had

stolen his principality from the Rajah of Cay
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char. No descent could therefors be pleaded. ' gold inohurs, but the sufferitigs of the peoploand ed into a  tea plantation.” It covers u lar-

"There was no consent of the people who, unarm. |

the comparative wealth of the ruler were the

ed, uneducated, and unclothed, unwillingly paid A same. Lieut. Bivar changed all this. The house
a tribute to a savage sheltered by the British | tax was the popular tax, the true source of reve-

Government. Proprietorship was out of the
question, and 2s for the treaty it distinctly pro-
vided for the sentence too long delayed. The
Government as usual inclined to the side of mer-

nue. He raised it to two rupees a house, obtain-
ed Rs. 8500 a year from. it, and abolished every

| other kind of impost whatsoever. Trader and
| agriculturist were alike delighted, as their reve-

ger area than Bombay. Even Australia which
is equal in extent to Europe, and whose sea
coast is longer than that of India is talk-
ed of as a single Colony. More especially,
however, does the British public fail to under-
stand the vastness of its Indian Empire. It can-
not perceive that a hundred miles of Railway,

cy. Instead of allowing the family of Toolaram to nue was in fact fixed by themselves. It was more- : or fifty miles of Canal are practically of no
sink into the poverty which was the logical con- | over much lighter than before, the large pay- use whatever. It will not acknowledge that
sequence of their own disobedience, they granted | ments in kind, and the still larger quantities of in an Empire as large as a continent, public

them small pensions, and estates. A village was

were added to be paid in specie. Comparative-
Iy king, the

e
exempted from taxation, and small pensions accounts.
Idinnry crime, at a cost of one-fourth of the net
though only of some ' revenue. Moreover, Lieut. Bivar like most and not parishes. The evil is not purely specu-

taken by force being unrecorded in the
ts. A Police was organized to repress or-

works must cover provinces, and not counties,

!tlnt roads must connect kingdoms, and not
towns, that education must be given to nations,

Rs. 300 a month, was as great as any ever made Indian officials, was profoundly penetrated with lative. Madras has as much connection with
by Sir John Maleolm. The dispossesed family | the idea, that education is the best instrument Bengal as Russia with Belgium, yet torture in
lived in comfort on one per cent. of the total alike of police and revenue. He therefore addedl Madras is confounded with torture in India.
receipts.  Unlike the Government of Bombay, |to the central police station a pundit, witk a Every really valuable improvement in this cou-

however, the Government of Bengal extended 'salary as high as that of the Darogah, to teach | try costs |

{1

ds of thousands of pounds, sole-

its liberality only to the family of the deceased. | the people around him and spread abroad a de-|ly from its unavoidable vastness. Yet Eng-

"It did not feel called upon to support for ever

a race of pauper barbarians, and Toolaram’s fa-
mily were distinetly informed that their pen-
sions and exemptions ended with their lives.
Their descendants, like every body else, must
prosper or starve according to their own indus-
try or indolence.

The next question was the settlement. This
is as important an affair among the swamps of
Cachar as over the broad plains of the Punjab.
It was rendered none the more easy by the na-
ture of the country and the character of its peo-
ple. - Of the 1800 square miles, only fourteen
awere partially cultivated by a population of

Cacharees, 3,410

Total, .. .. .. 6202
Of these, only two could read, the rest were
simply ges, not improved by i t war-

fare with the naked clans of the hills. They
managed, however, on these fourteen square
miles to keep up something approaching to cul-
tivation, to produce as much rice as they could
eat, a little indigo, sugar, mustard, and tobac-
co, and a few castor oil plants. The last they
had no idea of expressing, but kept them to
feed their silkworms, upon whom the medicinal
properties of the plant do not appear to operate !
The remaining lands were covered with dense

" tree jungle, chiefly inhabited by wild beasts,

snakes, and leeches. It was however useful to
Toolaram. As a preliminary to the settlement,
Lieut. Bivar endeavoured to form an esti-
mate of the revenue collected by Toolaram him-
self. One-third, or Rs. 1149 was obtained, as in
more civilized portions of the earth, from a
house tax. The remainder was extracted from
the hunters, who perilled their lives in the at-
tempt to secure the wild beasts of the sur d

sire for some instruction. He next journeyed
through the district, cutting his path with axes,
sleeping in any hut accessible, but everywhere
explaining the assessment, and the intentions
of the Government. He found the country as
rich as most portions of Bengal, stick lac sell-
ing in the bazars, and native cotton in small
quantities readily procurable. As in Pegu, po-
pulation is the one necessity of Cachar, but
one of the wild clans is settling down, and pro-
mises to produce a race of excellent docile culti-
vators. The only obstacle to this transition is
to be found in the hostility of the Angamee
Nagas. These wretches, lower in the scale of ¢i-
vilization than the Australian aborigines, have
a passion for plunder and for h heads. No
defences appear to avail against them. They
steal through the junmgle as safely as the tigers,
wait for days before they attack, and then when
the males of the village are out hunting, swoop
down upon the wonien and the sick. All whose
heads are not cut off are ransomed, and the ex-
haustion thus produced, tends almost as much
as the terror inspired to retard the civilization
of the country. Lieut. Bivar has established
military posts, but they only imperfectly obvi-
ate the evil. We believe a better plan might
be found in the Punjab scheme for destroying
wolves. Four men in each village, armed with
revolvers, and accustomed to use them, would
make short work of the Nagas.

It is possible that many of our readers may
wonder at this long account of the improve-
ments effected among a few thousand barbari-
ans. We hold on the contrary that a system
can be best tested by its results on a small
scale, that if the village is at peace, there is no
danger to the prosperity of the province. It is,
however, no trifling illustration of the Empire,
that we should think an apology almost due for

ing jungle, One tusk of every elephant caught
was given to Toolaram, about forty elephants
were killed a year, and the produce therefore
amounted on an average to Rs. 850 per annum.
Nearly as much was obtained from another duty
on the same pursuit. It was levied apparent-
ly in the form of a li to catch elephants,
a game law we suspect almost without a pre-
cedent. The next source of profit is still more
remarkable. Toolaram exacted half the value
of the horn of'every rhindceros slain in hunting.
This gave him Rs. 450 more, and the remain-
der of the Rs. 3624 was made up of river tolls,
and town duties. Toolaram imitated all other
natives in possession of power. He taxed the
tiller of the cultivated land, as well as the hun.
ter who ‘roamed in the uncultivated jungle,
the trader as well as the artisan. 1t is true, he
only obtuined pice, where Runjeet Singh levied

ticing six th d people, and a district as
large as the county of Hampshire.

CoMPARATIVE VASTNESS OF INDIA aAND
Russia.—“ Why not line your Canadian fron-
tier with forts, Mr. Webster ?*’ said an English
Bishop to the great American. ¢ Bee¢ause, my
Lord, it is longer than from this to Warsaw
and back again” was the unexpected reply.
The anecdote may be apocryphal, but it illus-
trates one great defect of the English mind.
It can never comprehend anything bigger than
England. La Plata, a territory three times
as large as Austria, is still regarded as equal,
geographically speaking, to San Marino. Men
talked of the valley of Chihuahua, which is
considerably bigger than England, as if it

were a Westmoreland dale, a bit of land by a
burn not worth a Mexican struggle. Para-

'g\uy, some years since, was to have been turn.

land demands scores of such improvements, and
then blames the Indian Government for defici-
encies in its revenue.

Perhaps we may aid in dispelling this illu-
sion by instituting a comparison with the only
European country under the same disadvan-
tages. Englishmen are learning phy from
the war. They begin to undems¥ Russia.
They talk with an admiration mot unmixed
with fear, of her boundless territories and enor-
mous population, of her wealth in grain and
her poverty in specie, of her vast army, and of
the strange varieties of mankind collected under
her rule. Perhaps if we prove that eur territory
is as large as her own, and our population lar-
ger, our races more various, and our languages
more diverse, Englishmen may begin to compre-
hend that the “ Empire” is not a phrase. Our
figures for Russia are taken from a work which
should be in every one’s hand at the present:
m t, M. Tegoborski’s te on the
praductive, resources of Russia. M. De Tego-
borski was Member of the Council of the Rus~
sian Empire, he had access to all official re-
cords, and his object appears to have been one
of purely statistical enquiry.

And first as to mere size. The Indian Em-
pire, including all subordinate states, contained
in 1851 1,300,000 square miles, thus :—

Square Miles,
Punjab, 78,447
North West Provinces, 85,577
Bombay, e « 120,065
Bengal, 247,205
Madras, .. .. 144,889
Native States, 690,307

In the forty-nine Governments of European
Russia, there are

Square Miles.
European Russia, ... e 2058,000
Poland, ... 48,684
Transcaucasian Provinces, ... 59,900
Total, . 2,166,684
Making a gross total of 2,166,584 miles or

40 times the size of England. In bare extent,
therefore, Russia has the advantage, but it is
in extent of desert alone. Of its enormous area,
one-third is not only uncultivated, but uncultu-
rable. In India, the desert of Ferozepore alone
could not be redeemed by irrigation. The rest
is rich with every variety of grain-bearing soil.
The mighty corn-bearing plain of Central Rus-
sia with its area of 18,000 square miles, shrinks
before Bengal with 170,000 miles, every inch
of which may be made productive, and which
already bears 4 surplus of food for thirty millions
of people. The Punjab has the climate of the
Crimea, and a better population. The North
West may contest with the Baltic Provinces




