
A survivor for sixty million years - but 
probably not for much longer 
FOR over sixty million years the rhinoce- 
ros famiIy has roamed the earth from the 
Arctic to t h p  ~slands of Malay and 
Southern Africa. Today only flve specles 
remain, all of which are in danger of 
extlnctlon, net as pvolutionary failures 
but because of man's greed - and pre- 
occupation with sex! 

Untll1898, there was a great deal of con- 
fusion over the ancestry of  the rh~no,  but 
an American paleontolog~st, Henry F. 
Dsburne, sifted the fossil evidence and 
began to clarify the history. 

I t  seems ~t started with the 60-mill~on- 
year old Acerotheres, which were slim, 
sllghtly-bullt animals wilhovt a horn - 
no1 unlike the present-day tapir. A rela- 
tiue at the  time was the Roluuhithrrium. 
huge by comparison wzth kts cousrn since 
11 r;lood 18 f t ,  high a1 the shoulder and 

measured 34 ft. long. But, as w ~ t h  so many 
l o  have reached a stage of over-  
development and slipped in to extinction 
about thlrty million years ago. 

The f ~ r s t  of  he two-horned rhinos was 
the Dfcerost heres, whose horns were set 
in the snout side by s ~ d e  Evid~ntly  it 
migrated across r h ~  land br~dge then 
ex~sting between h e r ~ c a  and Eurasia 
and gradually Iaded out. But a smaller 
rela t r v p  survived, the D i c ~ r o r h ~ n ~ ~ s  
tagtcus, whose horns were set in tandem; 
and 11 i s  from this creature that the 
present rhino species probably developd. 

Rowever, there was first a rndificalion 
during the Iceage when the primeval 
rhino grew itself a thick coat ot hair as 
prot~clian against the harsh cond~tions. 
T h ~ s  was the wooIly rhlno. Corludonru 
ontiqultat is .  which lived at the same time 

and close to the woolly mammoth. 
Spec~mens found in Siberia, in excellent 
cond~tion, indicate .that Coelodonta had a 
shoulder he~ght  of just over SIX feet, a 
body covered with thick matted brown 
hair. a distlnct mane and a' heavy anterior 
horn about three fcct long. Its teeth were 
similar to the present-day African while 
rhino and this, together w ~ t h  other indrca- 
tlons, sugEests thc direct line uf decent to 
both African rhinos - the white, a grazer, 
and the black. a browser. 

The A s ~ a n  rhinos - Indian. Sumatran 
and Javan - are aIso probably from the 
same Dicernrhzn~is Cnelondun~u stock 

An early historical mention of the 
an~mal is the appearance of an lnd~an  
rhino on shorn' aal Lisbon. Portugal, in 
1513. Mbrcchl Duser made h ~ s  famous 
wood-cul from a study of this heavily 



"F was mvrr s u c c ~ s s J ~ t I  in f ~ n t s h l n g  a sleeping rhinoc~ms.  f r7ePt u p  to  i t w i t h  
r risrottrury p r r t a ~ r f i c ~ n s .  . . ~ulrert wlthin a feu: yards I took swif t ond silent aim 
r l s  t l ~ r  report ecE~oed witit a startling roar. I dropped to the ground 1 1  ke a h o r ~ .  
Tlrr great black ~ n a s s  instan1 1 y I)ecnme unimn r ~ d .  dumping I L ~ ,  if stared wild! y 
~.rriirrd. r r t ~ d  f l i r n  uqitll blood spouting out of i t s  nosfrr!s l ike uwter jron~ 
, /our l ta i r~  t t  T a l i  a  hurt dzstonce to topple over dend. I t  had bean shot t l z r o ~ r g h  
rhr Iztnys ... On t h e  w a y  I shut at flue spot no 1 ~ s  t h a n  jour rhxnos. Ir ubas  
!~l(~rrrr~rs,frrrt Extract from "Through Masailand" by Joseph Thornson. 

I r t ~ r ~  J .  A Huntrrk  occotl?~ 1 ti] ycf ~ r ~ r - c s t ~ p p f r i g  - urrd UltrrrL ~ruor i -vu 1 of r l r~  r r r )  
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arrnoured specimen which was then 
thought to be reprrsenta I lons of a single 
specres on earth. 

O t h ~ r w l s e  the  animal was known clnly 
in legend, with Marco Pnln amnnp n t h ~ r  
talking of numerous "unrcorns" to be 
round in "Java the less" ~Sumatra) ,  Tis, n 
pusslny ugly beast t o  l i ~ o k  upon '.he 
furute," and rs not in the let~sr l i k ~  that 
u ~ h z c h  OUT stories tell us as being rauglrt 
zn the lap of a virgin': He laaa referrzng to 
the report by a F~enchmatt .  P l ~ i l ~ p  d e  
Thaun ofthe method e r n p l o y ~ d  t o  capt t~re  
unicorns. "11 1s saad t h a t  Unirorrrs al>ovr 
all other creatures doe reveTPnrv Virgzncs 
u md young M a l d ~ s ,  and that mar, y tin~ra ol  
the sighr of them they gmuu tame, und 
come and alerpe b ~ s r d t  them''. Usrtnq 1h7s 
strateg;m the Indiun hunters "toke a 
ynodly, strong and beautifull young man. 
rvho?r l  they dresse In the Apparel1 of n 
ri7r>rrkun, bese t t ing  hlnr u'ztlz d i u e r s  
odoriferous flowers and s p ~ c ~ s  . the 
Unicorne deceived with the  outuiurd 
shape of a woman. and s w e e t e  ~nte l l s .  
c o m ~ t h  l o  the young trkun wirhout Jenrr, 
a n d  so sufferetlt hts head to be cox-errd 
nnd w r a p p ~ d  wit  h ~ n  ltls lorgr sleevrs. 
n e w 7  s t i r r ing  . . .. Then,  whet1 t h e  
liunters, by the sagne of the young man, 
pvrceare him fast and secure, thrg cumP 
f ipon hzm - tlg forre cut off his borne': 
In the orig~nal version, de Thaun  made 

no mention of a young man but tells of 
how the v i r g ~ n  1s led to the place where 
the un~corn resorts and is left alone, with 
breast exposed. The unicorn arrives and 
krsses the breast before s e t t l ~ n g  off Lo 
sleep. As the Sumatran china is a true 
unworn there could be a connection. 
However, there is no doubt that the horn 
of an exotic animal was credited with the 
power of d~sce rn ing  the presence of 
poison in liquor and as f ~ w  potentates 
could feast without fear, "unicorn" horn 
was In great demand and highly priced I t  
w a s  soon credi ted  with a r angc  of 
medicinal properties including immunity 
Irom sickness. 

At the head of an  inventory taken i n  the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth 1 is: "lmprzmrs, a 
ptec'e of ~rrn~cornk l~orn" which rs subse- 
quently referred to as " t h e  horn of 
Windsor of ail unico~n v e q  Irke[y." I t  was 
c l a rmd  to be "eight spans in length. 
valued at about E10.00n". 

ln, 2641, the Marshal of France saw in 
the Tower of London an Unirorn'6 horn 
covered w ~ t h  p l u l e s  01 sz lve r  a n d  
estimar~d at L40,UOO In terms of money 
roday lhat would be over two miIlinn 
pounds. 

A s  the  unicorn as such did not exlst. 
rhinoceros horn was subs t i tu t~d  and the 
superstition fostered hy Arab ~ r a d r ~ s  
m a k i n g  Immense f o r t u n e s  o n  t h e  
credulity of their clients. And rn such 
legend was the late of the rhinoceros 
sealed. 

In the 19th century the Javanese rhino 
was hunted almost out o f  existence. Great 
sums were offered for the horn on account 
of its legendary therapeut~c powers and 
today only about 100 individual an~rnals  
are left. The Sumatran and the Tndian 
r h ~ n o  followed, with not more than 100 
and  1200 specimen (respect~vely ) left 
alive. 

Thus an animal which has existed for 15 
rn~lllon years has been reduced to   he edge 
nf ex tinction in 200 years by man's efforts. 

There has not been quite the same pre- 
ssure on  the two species of African 
rhinoceros. This has only built up in 
Eastern and Central Africa over the last 
TO years with the romlng of the European. 
In Sauthern  Africa, with its longer 
history of white settlement, the rh~no's  
ellminat~on has been proceeding over a 
longer period of t ime 





MORE L m E A S  f 0 THE EDITOR 

Turkana kill pelicans in 

a sea of dead fish 
Sir-Few people will have heard of Lake 
Logipi let alone know where it is. This 
alkaline take is in fact in the Suguta 
Vallev, less than fifteen miles South oi 
Lake Turkana [Rudnlf) and separated 
from it by a volcan~c mass whrcn ~ncludes  
Telaki's and Andrew" swlcanws, and the 
Kakdrinya voIcana more rnasslve but less 
speclacular. 

L o e p i  is aver 400 feet lower inaltitude 
than Lake Turkana, It is not a permanent 
lake and only f ~ l l s  up when there IS r am 
on the h ~ l l s  that cause the "dry" rzvers to 
run ar  when the Suguta river is flooded. 
The name Suguta means spring and 
presumably the rlver gets its name from 
the spectacular hot springs and waterf alis 
a t  Karpedo, 

These springs were believed by 
Gregory, the early explorer, t o  be the 
outlet from Baringo, hence the fresh 
water in that Lake. In the  river gorge 
below the Karpedo hot falls can be seen 
numerous T~lapia  darting intn the hot 
watpr to feed and then scurrlng back Into 
the cooler waters, but rn the dry weather 
t h ~ s  water evaporates or  seeps away Into 
the mud frats of the Suguta,which must 
surely be one of the most inhospitable 
places in Kenya,  hot, desolate, and only 
after seeing such "luggas" as the Baragoi 
flowing after a heavy ratnstorm ran one 
lmagine the evaporation that must take 
place on these flats 

The heavy rarns in South Turkana and 
the S u p t a  Vallev are,a during the latter 
part of 1977 ~ n d  early ~ h l ~ s  year has 

TREE-KILLING 
f rom page .5. 

are deserted. Why? because it is here that 
the felling is going on, rlght across into 
the Makadara Nature Reserve, a reserve 
within a reserve as 1 1  were. 

T I  you loved th'is place as I do, you 
would find i t  absolutely heart-breaking to 
be a whtness to this destruction, knowing 
ihat somewhere In our country (here must 
he someone who can stop the killlng of the 
lrees w h ~ r h  In the end, can only meen the 
extermination all wiEdlife In t h ~ s  unique 
Park. 
We had a descrec to protect "Ahmed" thp 

big elephant a t  Marsablt, may I now 
appeal lor a decree to protect the  Shimba 
HI 11s. I t  could, and must be done. 

-John Arlrte, 
Box 84782, 
Mambaso. 

PS: The final blow! On the day  i wrotr 
( h j s ,  1 tricmd t o  o b t a ~ n  ( f r o m  
the, Public Maps Office) a Less muddy and 
ram-s t a~ned  copy r)f I he Shtmba H ~ l l s  map 
than I had - and was told lhat (hey ran 
n u  longer be sold to t he  public ior 
"security reasons". This applips 10 all 
large srale maps, but In thrs case i l  is a 
shame as ~t IS, a t  arcscnt. t h ~  t~nlv trrrorl 
map ol ~ h r ,  area. dampers, rltrn~t;rs-and 
walkers. let alone our  caving rluh. ~ 1 1 1  
t r !:I lmi I lliu q ~ ~ m ~ n g l y  niran~ngless t,cllr,t. 

caused t h e  water level of  Lake Logipi to 
rlse, dlluttng t h e  natural  salts in the lake 
and as a result T~ lap ia  presumably 
washed down from the  Suguta River 
rnultlplied a t  an unbelievable rate, and 
occupied the whole lake where as before 
thev conf~ned themselves to the fresh 
waters of the Suguta river. 

The lake a t  thrs stage covered the mud 
flats and an  area many times larger than 
rts normal wet weather slze. Thls 
abundance of fish attracted thousands of 
Peltcans whrch made thelr nests of small 
closely packed twtgs reinforced wrth 
mud. Here they laid their pale blue eggs 
(usually only nne nr two) whlch turned 
white during the  month-long incubation 
The feedrng of the  young was made easy 
by the numerous fish that now occupied 
the lake. 

The young grey pelicans were soon able 
to swim out into the water and fend for 
themselves.Then suddenly disaster 
struck. with the end of the  rains the lake 
level started to drop caustng the  soda 
content to rise once again w ~ t h  drastic 
effects an  the Tilapia. Dead fish In almost 
un~rnagineable quantities cover the lake 
edge and surroundtng area. 
The pelicans are also naw having a 

rough deal, the lake now being only e few 
feet deep IS easily accessable to the local 
Turkana tribesmen. A dozen or sa who go 
out into the  lake taking their  farnilres 
w ~ t h  them to  help drive the young 
pelicans (which are 9s yet unable to fly1 
into groups where the men w ~ t h  long 
sticks chase the young chicks and beat 
them to death. These Turkana can be seen 
a mile or  so out Into the lake dragging 
their  "bag" for the day behlnd them on a 
long piece of old cow hide, mranwhtle the  

arent  pelicans circle helplessly above. 
!I, e b~rds are  eaten by the  Turkana who 
have a make-shift camp under a patch of 
Daum by the side of the lake 

The smell of putrid f ~ s h  and rotting 
peltcans prevent the weak stomached 
visrtor from staying any longer than IS 
absolutelr necessary although one 
1s compelled to stay to observe such a 
f an ta s t~ r  act of nature. The fact that a 
lake that is normally no more than a 
seasonal soda lake should suddenly 
become a mass of living creaturs seems 
quite ~ncredible. 

11 would he interesting to know if 
pelicans usually breed 1n thts area in a 
normal year and whether the Turkana 
normally eat young pelicans during the  
breeding t ime or IS this an exceptton to 
the rule? When questioned the Turkana 
a t  t he  lake replted that it was normal to 
eat  pelicans but it is not certain that they 
fully understood t h e  question as their 
Swahill was rather limited to say the 
least. One possible consolation 1s that  the 
pelrcans may well die from lack of food 
w ~ t h  the mass death of itsh, even if .the 
Turkan don' t  k ~ l l  them before they are  
old enough to fly to new feeding grounds. 

L.A.G. Wadd, 
P.O. 60x71, 

KERICHO 
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slicc~e- tc) the point rrI 1r)cal extinction. 

Frlr t h ~ s  reason, rt wou ld  seem 
netec+sary to persuade governments whivh 
profess some inleresl In their wildlife 
resource to take positive ac t~on  to prc- 
serve the rhino. 

In Kenya, the ban on the curio trade has 
certainly helped, b u i  a priority shoultl 
now be lo move as manv rhtno 1s poss ibI~ 
into the national parks and rescrvcs 
whrre they ran be g ~ v e n  a d ~ g r e ~  r j l  
protection, Thev would still be c~l lncrable  
to poachers in the  ,sanctuaries, b u ~  
ubvitlusly less so than outsld; them. 

Translocation i s  of course expensive. 
hut  i t  does work as Ian Player has  
demonstrated so positively with while 
r h ~ n o  In Umfoluzr. I n  Kenya capture 
techniques were  d e v ~ l n p e d  by Nick 
Carter ul  t he  Game Dept in 1965 and latcr 
hy Dr John Ktng and olhers, so there is 
plenty 01 e v i d ~ n c e  that the r h ~ n o  can bp 
translocatad successfuly and I hat -given 
adequate protection - thp S P ~ C ~ P S  W F I I  
regenesair. 
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sumitas-horned oryx i s  without the black 
markings which character~se  the other 
species of oryx and. as its name ~ m p l ~ e s .  
has large back-swepr scimitar shaped 
horns ~ns tead  of the long strahght horns of 
the other species. These swecp bark u n t ~ l  
they almost touch the r u m p  and  in 
defence are [orrnidahl~ weapons. The 
Arabs call it A ~ I L  haroil - "the father r![ 
spears!" 

RARE CULL 

AUDOUINk Gull - (Latns audou17r11) 
seems always to have been confined to the 
Mediterranean, nesting usually on remote 
~s le ts .  Unlike most aulls it 1s shy. wary 
and Irequents deep water and rocky 
coasts. Larger than the common gull 
(Larus canus) whtch it resembles (except 
that  i t  has a red bill) 11 is now lhreatencd 
through e g g  collection, including by 
E~sherrnen for food 

Foilowlng a U'WF survey of nesting 
colon~es by Dr. Joan Mayol Serra it 1s 
proposed that legal protect~on and a series 
of sanctuaries should be afl orded the gull 
coverlng the Balearic, Charinas and  
Columbl*etes Islands by the establtshment 
of N a t ~ o n a l  P a r k s  of s t r i c t  Nature  
Reserves! It i s  thought that numbers are 
rather in excess of 1.000 pairs. 

M A U R l f  lUS KESTREL 

BY 1973 the Maur~ t tus  Kestrel (Falco 
punctatus) was reduced 10 only five or  six 
s ~ r v ~ v o r s ,  mainly due to predation of its 
e g g s  b y  monkeys w h i c h  h a d  been 
rntroduced by man to the tsland. In an 
attempt to save the species, the Wurld 
Wi ld l~ fe  Fund  supported a breeding 
project in captivity for the kestrels. This 
was unsuccessful. 

Meanwhile, one of the only su rv~v ing  
two pairs chose to nest in 1975 on a cl i f f  
face where  the  monkeys  could no1 
interfere. As  a result they successfully 
ralsed three young, the  first to sulqvlve to 
maturity for a t  least lwo years. 

Durlng the mosi recent nesting season 
three pairs nested on the cliff face and 
r a~sed  seven young, bringing t h e  world 
populat~on to 20. 

There 1s now considerable interest In 
observing if the new chicks will learn and 
develop a preference for thecliif nesL sites 
m whlch case the kestrel's chances lor 
survival will be vastly ~mproved. 




