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How nnanv rhino have l~een 

y e a  red'! 

game in the Crater face 

inarnincnt extermination? 

k'l'hat abotrt buck, anad animals 

lother Ih:en the 'big five'? 

Thic is thc script of a Ihraad- 

c ~ s t  SPY Lf. C01. P.G. MolIoy, 
Dircctnr of Tanqany i ka 

Kabioml Parks, on present 

conditions in the Cratcr 

I liglrlands ant! Ngomngr~ro. 

- THE TRUTH 
1 am very glad of this opportunity to sort 

out the many reports and rumours on 
conditians in the Crater Highlands, and in 
particular in the Ngorongoro Crater, whiclr 
have been circulaiing in East Africa and havc 
appcarcd in varying forms in the prcss and 
on t he  air, since the National Parks relinquished 
their jurisdiction over the area on 1st July. 

On that date the administration of the 
Crater Highland$ and the eastern end or  t l ~ c  
Serengeti Plains was handed ovcr by the National 
Parks, not, as one hears jl said, lo the Masai, 
I>ut to a ncwly-formed body called the Con- 
servalion Authority. T l l i s  body consists of 
five Government departmental o ficers and four 
local Masai chiefs under thc chairmanship of 
the District Officer at Ngorongoro. Three 
or the orticers concerned are already stationed 
at Ngorongoro and houses will shortly be 
started to accommodate tlie other two. 111 
addition, it is intended that one or more pasture 
research oficers shalt be provided our of a 
grant of &20,000 from the Nufficld Foundation. 

The precise manner in which thc Con- 
servation Authority will function and how it 
will conduct its relationslip with other interested 
parties, for insrance, the present and Futurc 
managers of the Ngorongoro Lodge and the 
European and African farmers wl~ose livelihood 
is dependent on the water stored in the forested 
Highlands, remains to bc seen, but it is under- 
stood that Govctnrncnl has clear plans on the 
subjcct. 

What T am mainly concerned with at the 
moment is to put the recent rhino spearing in 
the Crater into correct perspcctive. 

To tl~ose who believed that the withdrawal 
of the National Parks from the Crater Highlands 
would condemn the game or the Ngorongoro 
Cratcr to cxtcminatian, these spearings arc 
indicative or  tlie beginning of thc end. To 
others, however, including the Parks Trustees, 
they indicate as yet no more than the expected 
reaction or  thc more jrresponsible Masai 
elements, who firmly believed that the 1st July 
marked the dawn of the golden age when all 
control over killing of gamc would lapse. 

In fact, R Game Ranger took over the 



conscl.vation duties or the Park Warden berore 
the latter left the arca and he and the District 
Olficer have sparcd no effort to investigatr on 
t l~e  spol cadi spcnring and death as il was 
rcporrcd. The ract that phc spear inp continued 
was no ret'lrction on thcrs cfforts but was a 
severe rcflcction on the srneral Masai attitude. 

Plcaf o f  selr-defence, although dificull to 
disprove, nre singularly unconvincing when it is 
realized that, to our knuwlcdge. 17 rhino only 
were killcd in the whole Crater Hi,vlitands 
during thc previous 7+ years of lhp Parks 
jurisdiction. 

This was fully apprcciatcd by His Exccllcncy 
the Governor. who rcl'erred to thc spearings in 
his speccl~ to the Masai Olkiarna on 27th 
August as "a disgraceful thing to have 
happened" and one which has brought the 
Masai into "odium and d~srepute." He threat- 
ened to withhold the benefits the Masai cxpcct 
LO rcceivc From t lte conservation schcme unless 
(Itis slaughter was stopped at once. 

Therc havc hecn no rurther incidents and 
one hopes this state will continue. I would 
urze all lovers or wild life to hc cautious in 
making capital From thcse spearings. I t  i s  
doing no service to game conservation to pass 
on rumours that all t l ~ e  Ngorongoro gamc i s  
being killed oil' or driven out. In  fact. we have 
daily reports from visitors. apart from Ihc 
observations of our own experienced slalT. 
which sliow that the elephanl. huffalo, rhino 
and lion. and all the customary plains game. are 
there and on show in t l x  same ar even pea tc r  
numbers than during the same month in psuvious 
ycars. 

I t  is quite untrue that any lions ]lave been 
killed since I st  July. It  il; quite untrue that the 
Masai and thcir cattlc arc flooding into the 
Crater--why indeed should t l~cy do so now, 
wlzcn legislation exists to control them. wllile 
dirring Lhc Parks jurisdiction they did nor, wllen 

Schedule of known killings of big 
game in the Crater Highlands 

1st January, 1952 - 30 June, 1959. 
1952 Nov, 1 Elephant Ulmoti 

1 Ithii~n Nninukanoka 
1953 Feh. 3 llltirirr Cralcr 

t I.copard 
Mar. 1 12Ili11r1 Crater 
hpr. l l i l ~ i~ lo  
Aug. 2 HufLklrr 
C k t .  I HI~ilta 

1955 July 

1956 Feb. 
Uct. 

1957 ,!an. 
May 

I Elcphant 
1 Elephant 
I I<lcplha~il 
1 I<liirio 
2 I31tR1lo 
I I?hir11~ 
1 Linri 
I S l i p p n  
I Khieio 
I Rhillrr 
I Rhino 
I Hllinn 
I Rhino 
I I<Iiil~o 
2 Liuns 
1 Flcpliant 
1: KEIII~(E 
1 lirrn 

Cralcr 
Salei 
Cnlter Cnnvirtcd 4 

months 
Salri 
F;ndolidnl Conviction 
I<uti:rri 
Rnriibn 
IZotiari 
\:ti~nnkanoka 
C)lt18llr~l 
C*rar~r 
L~IF~PII 
Er~ihulhul 
Enihitlhi~l 
Nuint~hanaka 
Nsirinks~iokn 
Cralrr 
Crsncr 
Lelrvala 
Lfn~:jln 
Cratcc. 

. - ----- 

they could not havc bten stoppcd l ~ a d  lhcy 
wi~hecl to cntcr? 

I t  has already been published that the 
National Parks will continuc to manage the 
Ngorongoro Lodyc unl i l  ~ h c  Park closcs on 
3ls t  March and that it will I-toprrl t~ndt r  
commercial rna~~agerncnt on I s t  July  n t x t  ycar. 
Prospective tendercrs nccd as yct Iiavc no fcar 
that tlicy will lind a Crater devoid of game 
and a Lodge wilhuul  tourist attraction. 

Ngorongoro is still unique and is c t i l l  
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magnificent and I am  confident that informed 
public opinion can keep i t  that way indefinitely. 

SUMMARY- 
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16 Rhino I 
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ALAN ROOT lmrk llriv ~ t t ~ r t v ~ t n l  rfrrrE!, nf ~t. i l r l  Sge in 
f11r r V ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ x o r o  Cmrm. 




