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o .ooives are neveriheless governed in their homes by the
family astrologer. According to these star-readers certain times
are unpropitious, and no decisions must be taken at such times,
These injunctions, though never avowed, explain why agreement
which cannot be reached on one day may be achieved on another
with startling ease. In all Indian transactions there are inecal-
culable elements that are puzzling to the western mind, which'
does not appreciate how much Orientals are influenced by
considerations which we regard as superstitious. Lastly, the
element of time has an entirely different value for the Oriental
and the Westerner. In the West we are always in a hurry; time
is precious, and in business transactions we like to come to the
point as soon as possible. The Oriental, on the other hand, is
never in a hurry; to come straight to the point is for him evidence
of bad manners. Negotiations which are limited by time are
bound to fail, and infinite patience is required in all business
transactions.

I mention these things, not because they are of great conse-
quence, but because if not recognised they are apt to create
stumbling-blocks in the path of understanding between two
races who have fundamentally different outlooks. I have men-
tioned Indian characteristics which are often misunderstood by
the British, but there are also British characteristics which are
misunderstood by the Indians. Chief perhaps of these is what
is regarded by Indians as our insincerity or hypocrisy—the
frequency with which our acts fall short of our professions. Most
English people have ideals higher than they actually achieve.
They talk about these and sincerely profess them, even when
they know that in practice they fail to achieve them. Browning
expressed this characteristic when he wrote, “A man’s reach
should exceed his grasp, or what’s a heaven for?> We are apt to
excuse our shortcomings by saying that we meant well or tried
to do better. To the Indian such professions merely savour of
hypocrisy. As in the Parable of the Two Sons, they think better
of the son who said to his Father “I go not” and went, than of"
the one who said “I go® and went not.

I have often had occasion to remark that we find in life what
we look for. If Englishmen and Indians look for each others®
faults, they will find plenty, but if they look for what is best in
each other, they will find much to admire. On the whole, the
best rule for an Englishman when dealing with Indians is
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also on foot. In these drives a variety of game might emerge—

CHAPTER VIII er sambuhr, leopard or tiger. In Kotah, where the forest

Sron covered slopes along the course of a river, the guns were placed
in boats opposite clearings in the jungle, and the game was
Tiger Shooting driven by a line of beaters stretching up the hillside and following

the course of the river.

In Jaipur the procedure was somewhat different from that
ployed anywhere else. The characteristic feature of this part
Rajputana was a succession of separate conical hills, which
at intervals out of the surrounding plain. These hills were
ckly covered with trees and bushes, and were full of tiger,
ther and deer. On the first of our shoots there a tiger had
n located on one of these hills the day before, and had been
t there during the night by a ring of flares. The guns were
ed under an awning on the flat roof of a small disused
ilding on the side of the hill. A line of coolies was placed
oss the top of the hill to act as stops and prevent the tiger from
aking up in that direction, and an army of beaters with drums
tin cans and hand grenades then drove it towards the guns.
en the tiger emerged it was killed by a volley from several
s and it was difficult to say to which gun it should be ascribed.
the second day the same procedure was followed on another
, but the guns were then placed in a machan raised upon
h stakes and covered with an awning.

In Nepal, where the hospitality of the Maharajah provided a
arge number of elephants and two highly skilled and ex-
ienced shikaris, the procedure was more elaborate. The
oting party in the camp waited in the morning for khubba
ws) of the overnight kill, Often there would be news of tigers
more than one direction, and, after consultation with the
aris, the day’s programme was decided upon. The party
uld then leave camp mounted on pad elephants for the scene
perations. On approaching the spot of the overnight kill, the
of elephants would divide, some going to the right and some
the left, and proceeding in a semi-circle until they met again.
this way a complete circle was made round the spot where the
was believed to be lying up. The guns would then be
sferred from their pad . elephants to other elephants with
dahs, which were placed at regular intervals round the circle.
hole line would then close in, reducing the size of the circle,
1l the shikaris decided that the enveloping formation was
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Besioes our annual holiday tour in the hills in the autumn, We
had many short expeditions for shooting and fishing, which
greatly enjoyed. The best of these were two visits to N
which we spent in camp as the guests of Colonel (later
Frederick) O’Connor, the Resident. Nepal is a big-g
hunters’ paradise, but the Maharajah was rightly anxious 18
keep his State as a close preserve, and we felt it a great privi
to be allowed by His Highness to visit this wonderful spo
country.

Tiger shooting can be obtained in all parts of India, and th
technique employed in circumventing the tiger varies in
part of the country. In all cases it is first located by tying
young buffalo calf, or other animal, in an area where tiger
known to be present. If this is killed during the night, the tig
always expected to lieup during the dayin thevicinity of the
The simplest method when beaters are not available is the:
build a platform (called a machan) in a tree overlooking the:
The hunter climbs into the machan and waits for the tig
return to its prey. This method is practised by the tea-p
on their gardens for the purpose of killing the tigers or leop
which occasionally frequent their neighbourhood. We also
it to secure a stray tiger on some of our fishing expeditions.

In the large organised shoots which were arranged fc
benefit when visiting the State of some ruling Prince the &
was driven to the guns by beaters as in a covert shoot in Engla
the procedure varying according to the configuration of
ground and to local custom. In Cooch-Behar, where the
was thick and flat, the guns were placed in howdahs on the
of elephants in broad rides cut in the jungle and the tig
driven towards them by beaters on foot. In Alwar, where
forests covered the sides of steep hills, the rides were
intervals down the sides of the hills. The upper parts of
rides were filled with dummy figures in white which ac
stops; the guns were placed on foot at intervals at the b
end of the line and the game was driven towards them by be:
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sufficiently close and the guns so placed as to cover the wholg
ring. Then the elephants proceeded to clear a space in fron
each of the howdahs, trampling down the grass and pus
down with their foreheads and fore-feet any trees that n
intercept the clear view of the guns. When this process
complete and a considerable open space in the high grass h
been cleared in front of each howdah, the elephants res

their places in the line and the hunt began. An old experient
tusker elephant was sent into the high grass in the centre of
ring, and was ridden backwards and forwards until the tiger
bolted. Once aroused, it might emerge at any point in the
and would be shot by any of the guns that caught sight of it.

This method had many advantages over any other form df
driving. In the first place every member of the party, guns a
beaters alike, took part in the proceedings from start to fini
there was never a dull moment, no waiting in a forest ride foi
something that might or might not emerge. Every incident if
the operation was interesting, and it was a delight to watch the
skill with which it was directed and carried out. The silence with NI AND HIS TIGER
which the elephants moved, the quiet deliberate way in whicl
they pushed over quite sizable trees, the skill with which thej
were manceuvred by their mahouts—all these were a joy td
behold. Nothing was hurried, everything was efficient. In the
second place, every position in the line was as good as another
and each gun had an equal chance of securing the game. When
the final stage began, the excitement was intense and shared b
everyone. Generally the whole circle was visible from eagl
point; sometimes the movement of the tiger could be followed b
the waving grass, and, whoever secured it in the end, all hag
shared in the excitement of the chase.

Usually the tiger would show for a moment in one of the opé
spaces which had been ¢l ared in front of the guns and was
secured, but sometimes it would break through the ring be
the howdahs. Then the line immediately broke into movem
the elephants charged (never seeming to hurry, however
they moved) to right and to left, and the circle was re-forme
round the escaping tiger.

It may sound as if shooting with powerful rifles into a ri
close that you could see across it was a dangerous operation,
it must be remembered that in a howdah on the top of
elephant one is so high up that the rifle is always directs
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wnwards, and the grass of the jungle, which is sometimes as
ligh as the heads of the pad elephants, effectively prevents any
sible ricochet.
ur first experience of this sport was in March, 1923, when our
p was at Jogbani. We left Calcutta in the afternoon, and
fter 2 night in the train we reached Jogbani at seven the next
orning. Colonel O’Connor met us there, and after breakfasting
the train we drove out in two small cars to the site of our
1p. On this occasion I only took with me my youngest son

and three members of my staff. Lady Lytton was to have
ompanied me, but as Hermione fell ill at-the last moment she
had to stay behind to look after her. There was no regular road

‘r_‘-m'f"""?,_B\_ we drove straight across country for thirty miles in and out

& & x river-beds, over rice fields, through jungles and villages, where

R were the objects of much interest and wonder to the in-
: itants, till we reached our camp, which was situated on the |

of a wood near a stream. \
e were told that there had been two kills in the night and )
t the elephants had gone out to ring round the nearer of the
. We had luncheon while we waited for news that the
tion had been completed, and then set out on our pad
ants for the scene of the shoot. On this occasion the
pperation of forming the ring which I have described had
ady been performed, and when we arrived we found a circle
well trampled grass already formed. We transferred to
dahs and took up our allotted stations in the ring.

As this was my first experience of a tiger shoot, I was much
excited, and when, as soon as the beat began, I saw the grass
ving immediately in front of me, my heart thumped loudly
st my side. The movement in the grass passed slowly to my
and presently the tiger emerged and stood still. On my
mediate left was Colonel O’Connor, with John in his howdah.
Fhe tiger was actually nearer to him than to me and more
isible to him, as there was a tree between it and me which hid
n me all except its head. Colonel O’Connor had lent John his H
but told him not to shoot as he wanted me to have the first
He shouted to me to shoot, but I did not hear him as the
shants were trumpeting, the mahouts were shouting and the
1 was terrific. The tiger seemed bewildered by the noise and

ained rooted to the spot.

‘The suspense was great; there was no one in my howdah to







made this second visit specially memorable. In the first place
were more of a family party, as Lady Lytton and both our
accompanied me. We also took with us our friend, Lady Phyll
Windsor-Clive, who was staying with us. The only membe
my staff to accompany us was Major Benton, who later beca
her husband. In the second place the site of our camp was
Bikna Thoree, which is the best area for game in Nepal.
were therefore in quite new country, with an unfamiliar range
snow mountains far to the west even of Mount Everest, and
variety of game we met was greater. It was earlier in the v
than on the last occasion—mid-January instead of March.
air was crisp and cold, but the sun shone in a blue sky through
our week’s holiday, tingeing the distant snows pink in tle
evening and followed by a lovely full moon at night, The only
other guest besides ourselves this year was Captain Harvey, 8
young Gurkha officer, who proved a most delightful companion
to the girls. . 3
The tiger shoots were much the same as those I have already
described, but the tigers in this part of the country were mong
knowing than elsewhere and often evaded us. Instead of lyi
up near their kill as they were expected to do, they often we
away to the hills and only came back in the evenings, so
some of our rings were blank. With the ringing proced
however, even a blank drive is excitin , the tension being kept up
till the last moment, and there was such a variety of other game
rhino, bear, panther, pig, deer, peacocks, jungle fowl, partri
even snipe! that every day brought some new and thri
experience. I got a tiger on the first day, and two rhino and a
bear in the course of the week. :
One day only can be described in full. It began with a blank
morning and ended in a perfect orgy of game. We had news
the morning of a tiger in one direction and a rhino in ano
We decided to go after the tiger first, but it proved to be one
the knowing ones and our drive was a blank. After luncheon we
went in search of the rhino, which was reported to be lying in
swamp and was being watched by men posted in the surround ng
trees. :
After a ride on our pad elephants across country, we ent
another jungle and were told to go very quietly as the rhino
located in a swamp near by. We got into our howdahs again 2
Lady Lytton came with me. Presently we reached the swamg
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a man in a treesignalled that the rhino was lying behind some
oh grass just in front of us. We advanced cautiously at the
ad of the line along the edge of the swamp and I held my rifle
y. It was desperately exciting. Suddenly there was a
ovement in the reeds Jjust ahead of me and I could hear a
avy beast squelching in the mud, and as I thought, moving
y, but I could still see nothing but moving grass. Another
forward and I was able to see over the top of the high grass
to a small clearing.
1 was confronted with a most astonishing sight. Instead of the
rk retreating figure which I had expected, I saw a round pool
grey mud much trampled, and on the far side of it, standing
| facing me—not more than about 30 yards away—a great
ey monster caked with mud and looking like a white ghost!
aised my rifle and fired at the centre of its forehead between
e eyes. The rhino fell forward with a heavy squelch into the
. As he continued to kick, I feared he might be only stunned
would get up again, so I moved my elephant forward a
uple of paces and fired again into the heavy wrinkled (olls of
s neck. Then “he heaved a last sigh and forever lay still.”
eryone crowded up and there was much questioning and
gratulating. When I went up and examined the rhino, its
de was so tough that it looked like an armour-plated tank, and
two solid .450 bullets had only made tiny holes as if they had
en drilled neatly by a gimlet. He seemed a very Goliath slain
the small stone of a David. His horn measured 131 inches.
was now 4 o’clock in the afternoon, and we decided to
a line and beat the jungle towards home in the hope of
ding deer or other small game. For some time we saw
thing and began to think the jungle was devoid of game.
sently, however, we saw some deer just ahead and my
phant hurried forward in pursuit. We got buffeted about in
r howdah like peas in a barrel and laughed much at the
urd.lty of it. Then we emerged from the thick forest into a
ng of low scrub, and we both cried out simultaneously
thc beauty of the scene. Immediately in front of us was a
stretch of rough grass with half a dozen cheetal—all does—strung
tin a line, cantering across it; beyond that, rough low scrub
d small trees, then a stretch of misty grey plain bounded
by forest-clad }:ulls and beyond that again a line of high
mountains, all dyed a deep rose-pink in the setting sun!




When we got into the thick scrub our line became broken ant
the clephants seemed to be all round us, some in front, some
behind. Then the place suddenly became alive with game, an
kept changing my gun and rifle, picking out one kind of a
munition and putting in another. I saw deer, partri
peacocks, jungle fowl, and heard shots all round me. I ha
shot two peacocks and was loading again, when suddenly
was a great crash in the undergrowth and shouts of “Rhin
The clephants snorted and stampeded, and I saw some
beast crashing about in front of me, first in one direction, th
another. I hastily exchanged my gun for a rifle and Jammed
solid bullets into it, when a rhino broke cover on my right
ch_grgcd back, giving me a clear view at about 40 yards. I
point blank and hit the rhino somewhere in the head. I
over into a ditch and lashed its head from side to side as it sp
round. Then it managed to scramble out on the other side and
made off through the scrub. I fired again, but it was like shooti
from a boat in a rough sea. We turned back to follow it. Thena
peacock flew over on my right. Picking up a gun, I was abo
shoot, when it fell to a shot from Colonel O’Connor, who w
with Hermione just beyond some trees. Then Davima arr
with Captain Harvey in a great state of excitement. A deer
run into their elephant, which had bolted; on their way
they had encountered a second rhino, which had been put u
the same time as mine, and Captain Harvey had wounded
There was a babel of excited narrative as one experience
another was related. Men came back from pursuing the
wounded rhinos and reported that much blood had been tra
from both of them, but as it was now nearly dark they had
to give up the chase.

We had three more days after this, each of which pr
some fresh excitement and a great deal of sport. Besides
we killed two bears, a leopard and plenty of smaller ga
It was an unforgettable holiday, and we had aching hearts w
it came to an end and we had to come down with a bump
our elephants to our marble floors again!

We had many other tiger shoots in Bengal, in Cooch-
Alwar, Jaipur and Kotah, but none of them quite equalled
excitement and interest of our two camps in Nepal. '

Duck Shooting
~ Our best duck shooting was done at Chilka Lake, which is on
ithe borders of Orissa and Madras. A night train journey from
cutta brought us to Balugan station, and by leaving on a
day night we were able to get in two days’ shooting and be
ck at work on Monday morning. My first visit to this lovely
t was made in February, 1923. The scenery when we left our
in the early morning was enchanting. All round were
utiful low hills like those of Ireland or Wales, a pleasant _
ange from the flat plains of Bengal, and different also from the ,-
mountain scenery of the Himalayas. The sun was hot but the air
was fresh and cool with a taste of brine in it which was very
Chilka is a huge fresh-water lake about 70 miles long and [
17 miles wide, separated from the sea by a strip of land so narrow |
t the sea sometimes blew over it, making the water of the lake '
htly brackish. It is quite shallow—nowhere more than 5
6 feet deep—and in the middle is a large low island of mud and
ds. It is covered with innumerable duck of every kind, and
they all go to the island to roost at night.
" On this first occasion I took with me Colonel Mackenzie (my
Military Secretary), Captain Rudolph de Salis (the Adjutant of
Bodyguard) and three A.D.Cs. I and two of the party stayed
aP.W.D. bungalow near the station, and the othersslept in our
in, which was left in a siding. During the day we shot on the
nd, and returned to our quarters at night.
To get to the island we had to adopt a procedure like the
nging of gear on a motor-car. The lake is so shallow that no
it can reach the shore, so we first had to wade, or be carried in
hair on the shoulders of coolies, for about 10 or 15 yards,
en we got into dungas—long shallow native boats consisting of
ee trunk hollowed out so as to form a sort of canoe. In these
were punted another 20 yards and transhipped into a large
wing boat which took us to a small steam-launch moored
out a quarter of a mile from the shore. The disembarkation
k place by the same four-speed process in the reverse order.
The journey across the lake took about an hour. We lunched
the launch and spent the mornings and afternoons walking
a long line across the island.
Just before we landed I saw one of the loveliest sights 1 have
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made this second visit specially memorable. In the first place we
were more of a family party, as Lady Lytton and both our girls
accompanied me. We also took with us our friend, Lady Ph
Windsor-Clive, who was staying with us. The only memb
my stafl to accompany us was Major Benton, who later became
her husband. In the second place the site of our camp was at
Bikna Thoree, which is the best area for game in Nepal. W
were therefore in quite new country, with an unfamiliar range of
Snow mountains far to the west even of Mount Everest, and
variety of game we met was greater. It was earlier in the yeat
than on the last occasion—mid-January instead of March. The
air was crisp and cold, but the sun shone in a blue sky throughout
our week’s holiday, tingeing the distant snows pink in the
evening and followed by a lovely full moon at night. The only
other guest besides ourselves this year was Captain Harvey, a
young Gurkha officer, who proved a most delightful companion
to the girls. .-

The tiger shoots were much the same as those I have already
described, but the tigers in this part of the country were more
knowing than elsewhere and often evaded us. Instead of lying
up near their kill as they were expected to do, they often went
away to the hills and only came back in the evenings, so that
some of our rings were blank. With the ringing proced
however, even a blank drive is exciting, the tension being kept
till the last moment, and there was such a variety of other game—
rhino, bear, panther, pig, deer, peacocks, jungle fowl, partride
even snipe! that every day brought some new and thri
experience. I got a tiger on the first day, and two rhino and ;
bear in the course of the week. |

One day only can be described in full. It began with a blank:
morning and ended in a perfect orgy of game. We had news
the morning of a tiger in one direction and a rhino in anothe
We decided to go after the tiger first, but it proved to be one
the knowing ones and our drive was a blank. After luncheon we
went in search of the rhino, which was reported to be lying in a
swamp and was being watched by men posted in the surrounding
trees.

After a ride on our pad elephants across country, we ent
another jungle and were told to go very quietly as the rhino
located in a swamp near by. We got into our howdahs again
Lady Lytton came with me. Presently we reached the swamp
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