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DESTRUCTION O GA.\IE;

CAN I'E BE STolPED?

’ Ticove ds mueh varied wnd fnterés g wafter
e “Anem World Amneal,” from which the
Pollowing e extracts tom an arlicle li)' i
o Seous on the desirnetion of Atrwan g -
Mr, Sedous sayacs T was, al it net cpovery
g ago, wWhen the greater porboon of the {frican
continent Wis ole Luniense game-reserve. [ Ll
vast areas have ajroady Leen enturely deplgted of
wid ammals, and, novew o1 the maufelions
onterprive Wheh by now heine \p?a.\“tl T the
ledd wer Earepean nations o ope ap e develop
every seet on of the country and the aeguieinent
of Targe quantities of bhreecheiond ng vitled  aud
anmition by Abyssinans, Nomal a, and | other
mative tribes, oie wandors it by the end ol the
present century thera wel} be any more gamo deft
e Area than exists to-day on the compardtively
sl game preserves of Furope, or in the ['nded
Btates of Amevica. In the latler conutry o) grest
nation of Ewropaan stock has spread ovep the
land, and great edieg hove arsen wherel  less
than 150 yesrs ago, as Vresdont Roosevell  has
reconuted i1 a most intaresting hook, “The! Won. .
ning of the West,” “the shaggy-maned hevds of
unwicldy baffalo- the bason, as they shonld  he
called—had beaten out. broad roads thvongh  tho
forwt, and had furrowed the prairies with {trails,
along  which they had travelled for conntless
ganerations. The round-horned elk, with gpread-
g, masdve antlers, the lordliest of the deer
tribe throughout the world, abonnded, ang, like
s buftalo, travelled in bands, not only through
the woods, bul aso actoss the renche of waving
grass-ld. The deer were extraordinariy gumer-
ous, and so were bears, whilo wolves aud panthers
were plentiful,” 1

THE MARCH OF CIVILISATION.

The early Duteh sottlers at the Cape found the
opn plains ol the conntry filled with a profu-
gon of antolopes of many different spevies. whilo
the forsts of the const regions harbour.dj great
herds of clephants and hu}fulovs. and in | every
river  and  swamp hippopolami were to he seen.
rurther to the north Captain  (aflerwargs Sir
Cornwall’s) Harria and Kir Andrew Smitl havo
lett on 1:cord most  marvellous accomnts pf the
extraordinary  munlrers of  wild enimals [which
they encountered about the time (1836) when the
Boor  veor-trekkers finst began to rettle in the
Oranee  River  Colony and the Transvaaly Ele
phants, Thinoceroses (of both the black and the
whits apecies), buffalees, and hip])olmtmnicr(lstwl
a‘ that time in prodigious numbers thrdighout tie
northern and castern distrels of the Transvaal,
and from the Orango River to the Limpopo, on
every plain, hevds of quaggss, or Burchell's
zobras, a8 well 03 immense herds of many differ-
ent varietics of antelopes and troops of ostriches
were always to be seen; por was it pose.bla for a
traveller in all that vast expanse of country to
rnss a night in  the veld out of carshot of the
ion's roar, Beyond the Limpopo ths vast| herds
of antclopes which cougregated on the 'plains
further sonth were not to he seen; but, still, the
whole country was full of wild animals—elephants,
thinocerosce, hippopotami, girafles, buffalaes,
elands, zebras, sable and roan autelopes, koodoos,
and many athor beautiful species. To<lay there
in but a poor remnant of all th'a ahonnding ond

varied fauna loil, The mareh of c'vilisation has
dostroved ot

QUESTION OF PRESERVATION.

A question Which MUBt Present iseit o cvery
thimking man is this, says Mr, 8clous in conclu-
son: Can the game  which still exists in all
these vast territories bo indefinitely preserved in
ita presmt quantities? To that I think the
angwer to be given &: Yos, as long as those
conniries remain in the'r present state of develop-
ment, and provided, at the same time: that,
firstly, the natives are not allow:d to possess fire-
arms, and that the destruction of game by them
by other means ig carefully regulated and restrie-
ted; sccondly, that certain areas are set aside €3
sanctuaried for wild animas, and that within
these manctuarks no European or pative ls
allowed to shoot or hunt game on any pretext
whatsoever, and no natives are allowed to
live; thirdly, that the ehooting of gamo by Kuro-
yeans outdide the prohibived areas is-restrictied
and subjoct to woll-thought-out game laws:
fourthly that all trade in the hides or horns of
wild animols is prohibited by law. By such a
scheme the game may, I think. be preserved in
thowe parts of Africa where it still cxiets, 28 long
a8 those countrice ure not over-taken by civilis-
tion. But soomer or later the gome will dis-
appoar from al} thoso parts of Africn which are
capablo of supporting a Furopean population, for
all the pastoral and agrienitural land will he
pareclled out into farms, and the game will he
quickly killed off or driven into sill uninhabit:d
rezons in pite of laws for itz proteotion. Ti's
process of extermination will, T trugh, be very
slow, but I cannot but, think that the same influ-
enees which have already dennded Furope, most
of North Americn; and much of Asia of the
rreater part of their once abounding w'ld animal
lifo will slowly but eurely bhave a similar effect,
thongh subject to check here and there for
longer or shorter time, over the whole of the
African coutinent.
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