of birds are pursued for the sake of their plum
age, which is required to minister to th
heedless vanity of European fushion. Th
cauges of this dimioution ia the wild Faun
of Incia are in $ame cases natural and inevitable
and in others they are capable of being arrested
In the forwmer class U would name the stead;

available only to

increase of population, the widening area of cul
tivation, and the improvement in means of com
musication, all of them the sequal of what i
popularly termed progress in civilisation. Amou
the artificial and preventible causes I would nam:
the great increase in the number of persons whe
use firearms, the immense improvement in the
mechanism and range of the weapons themselves
the nnchecked depredations of native hunters
and poachers, and in some cases, I regret to say
a Jowering of the standard of sport leading to the
shooting of immatare heads, or to the slanghter of
females. The rosult of all these sgencies, many
of which are found 10 operation at the same time
and in the same place, cannot fail to be a conti-
nuous redoction in the wild game of India. I
cannot say that the (overument of India
have hitherto shown any great boldness in
dealing with the matter, but there has been aud
still is, in wmy opinion. very good reason for pro-
oeeding cautiously, There are some persons who
say that wild animals are as certainly destined to
disappear in India, us wolves, for instance, have
Jone in England, and that it is of no use to try
ind put back the bands of the slock, I do not
ittach much value to this ples, which seoms to me
‘ather pusillanimous as well as neediessly pes-
rmistic.
ARGUMENTS ANSWERED.

There are others who say that in a continent s
vast as India, or to narrow the illustration in
province with tuch extensive forest reserves as
Burma, the wild animals may be left to look
after tbemselves, This argument does not im:
press me either, for the distant jungles are
the favoured few, and it is the

disappearance of game from the plains and from
accessible tracts that is for the most part in ques-
tion,
consideration that wild animal life should not be
undaly forested at the expense of the ocou-
patidns or the orops of the
depredations are committed  upon
upon flocks and berds the cuitivator cannot

I do, however, sttach great value to the

people, Where

orops  or

be denied within reasonable limits the means

of self-protection, Simlarly it is very import-
aot that any restrictions that are placed upon the
destruction of game should not be worked in a
manner that may be oppressive or harassing to
his interests.
Government to deal with the question by legis-
lation, or by rules and notifications based on
statute, have been somewhat fitful and lacking in
method, In parts, as I have already meantioned,
elephants bave been very wisely and properly
protected ; a close season has been instituted for
cortain kinds of game ; an Act has been paesed for
the preservation of wild birds ; and, I observe
from one of the enclosures to your memorial,
that your ingenuity- has not shrunk from the
suggestion that a deer may reasonably be consider-
ed a wild bird ueder this Act,
poasession or sale during the breeding season of the
flesh of certain wild birds in municipal or canton-
ment urens is forbidden,
been issned under the Forest Act protecting cere

Hitherto the attempts made by

(Laughter,) The

Then agein rules have

: animals ia certaxn tracts. The

l‘ecelved or 1e b!neu]orlal Wus to anlte a
i .-.1 '&‘“

re-examinatiomy J; ,&»'».

| deciding wheth# _iﬂ'
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be very careful 1’1.- o devise any too stereotyped
or proorustean form of prooedure since there is

probably no matter in which a (Breater variety

Game Preservation Association.

THE PROTECTION OF WILD LIFE,

ln reply to & memorial from the Burma Game
Preservation Association his Excellency spole as
follows :—Gentlemen,—~Among the many memo-
rals which the enterprising inhabitants of lower
Burma and of Rangoon have showered upon me,
and to all of whicn it has not bwen possible for
me to give a verbal reply, I have selected yours
as one of those to which I should. The great
importance of the subjact which it raises—the
quostion of game preservation in India—is one
that may appesl, in my judgment, not merely to
the aportsman, but also to the naturalist and the
friend of unimal life, 1Itis certainls not through
the spectacles of the sportsman ouly that I would
regard it, though I yield to no one in my recogni=
tion of the wmanly attractions of shikar, Such
considerations, however, might be suspected of a
gelfish tinge, and I think that in approaching the
tmatter we ghould, as far as possible, put our own
predilectiong in the background, and view it in
the public interest at Jarge. There are some per-
sons who doubt or dispute the progressive
dimioution of wild Iife in India—I1 think that
they are wrong!. Tbe facts seem to me to porot
entirely in the opposite directicn.

DIMINUTION OF BIG GAS..

Up il the time of the Mutiny lions were sbo:
in Central Jndia—they are now canfined to arp
ever carrowiog patch of forest 1m Katmawar,
1 was on the vergs of coutributing to their stil!
further  reduction sgo  mysel’  bat
fortunately I fouud out iny mistafe in ume. and
was ali'e to adopt @ restraint which 1 hope otners
wgll follow’ Except in the native States, toe
Terai aud forest reserves, tigersare undoubtedly
dimiuishing.  This 1¢; perbaps, not ac unmixzed
evil. The rhinoceros is all but extermipated
save in Assam ; bison are pot so numerous or s
eafy to obtrin as they once were : elephants have
already bad to be protected in maoy parts ; and
above all deer, to which you particularly allude
in the case of Burma, are rapidly dwindling,
Lvery man's hand appears to be against them,
and each yeat thins the herds,

a jear

HEEDLES3 VANITY OF FASHION,
Finally many beautiful and innocent varietios

of conditions and necessities prevaile, and the
rules or precautions which wounld be aseful
in one place might be positively harmfal in
another, Among the suggestions which will
occur to all of us 8s deserviug of consideration
are some greater restriction by the charge of fees
or otherwise upon the issne of gun licences, the
more strict enforcement of a close season for
certain animals, the probibition of the possession
or sale of fissh during the breeding seasoo, penal-
ties upon netting and snariog daring the same
period, restriotions of the facilities given to
strangers to sboot unlimited amouuts of game,
and upon the sile and export of trophies and
skins. I daresay that many other ideas will
occur to s in the discussion of the matter or may
be put forward in the prees and elsewhere by

those who are qualified to advise. My own idea
would be, if possible, to frame some kind of
legislation of & permissive nnd elastic nature, the
provigions of which should be applied to the
various proviuces of Iodis, in so far only as they
were adapted to the local conditions. I'he ques-
tion of the native States somewbat complicates the
matter, but I doubt not that the Government
would, when required, meet with the williog co-
operation of the Chicfs, many of whom are keen !
and enthusiastic patrons both of avimal life and
of sport, Tbe subject is pot one that can be
hastily taken up or quickly decided, but I have
probably ssid enough to show you that I per-
sonally am in olose sympathy with your nims, and
I need hardly add that if the Government of
India findsitself able, after further study, to
proceed with the matter, an opportuoity will be
given to those who are interested in each pro-
vince to record their opiuions, ‘




