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GAME IN PEGU.

By Vagus.

Dear Sir,—I have asked several Indian Sportsmen whom v
I have met in I’egu, to give me their opinions as to the reason
of the peculiar paucity of game (I allude chiefly to the larger
vafieties) in that prbvince. I have failed in obtaining a satis-
factory account of the fact, and therefore trust vou will permit
me to give to my inquiry the free circulation among sportsmen
that your pages will ensure. -

I have spent upwards of three years in that country, and
have visited many and remote parts of it, always ca,re{'ulily
examining the capabilities®possessed by each district for afford-
ing sport. I have also had the advantage of obtaining what
information could be yielded on the subject by gentlemen whose
duties led them for months at a time into most »emote locali-
tics, especially on the frontier. Personally 1 know nothing of
the valley of the Sitang, nor, dven.by inquiry, of its southera
portion near the embouchure of the river. I am principally
acquainted with the following parts of the country :—the imn-
mediate ncighbourhood of Rangoon, the Prome, Eingma, and
Poungday Eistrictﬂ, and the north of Tharawaddy; the vici-
nity of the frontier from Tibulla, east of the Irrawaddy, to the
valley of the Matoon, and the mountains west of Mendoon:
I have also gone by land from Thayat Myo to the” Prome and
Tonghoop rbad, and alﬁnE that mountain road to Arracan. My
conclusions as to thes abundance or paucity of various kinds of
game found in Pegu, are as follows.
=3Zlephants are abundant over a large extent, both of hilly and
plain country : but, gs it is prﬂhihi;bcf to shoot them in Pegu,
they are of little interest to the sportsman.

The rhinoceros is found in the western hills: I have how-
ever scen none. It appears the Native shikarrees obtain very
large sums for the horns of these animals from the Chinese,
who employ them as medicine, and therefore the shikarrees do
not readily show the haunts of the animal,

Deer are extremely rare, though all over the country several
species are .distributed, however sparsely. Barking-deer are
‘the most common (it has always nppﬂﬂ.l't:({ to me, whether on
acotmit ‘of the constantly, good grazing, or for some other
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reason, that all kinds of  venison in Burmah are peculiarly good
for the table, better thargﬂ usually the case elsewhere.)

The bison q::r rather ghur) is found in the north-western hills
of Pegu. I have seen their horns brought in: I believe no
European has yet shot one in Pegu.

The Natives describe the common wild cattle as being found.
in the same hills. 4.8
” The hare is extremely common in the drier jungles of Upper

i,
he traces of pigs are, foind all over the country; but the
animals are not often seen.

Black bears frequent the hills, but in remarkably small num-
bers; the only one I know of having beenkilled was an ufffor-
tunate that was discovered swimmifig down the Irrawaddy, and
that landed in the Meeaday bazar. e

The tiger is rare, but his track is occasionally met with in
the moist bed of remote stitams: and between Kama and
Nyoungkedouk I have seen several villages strongly fenced
round to prevent their incursions; and, attached to each house,
a small chamber, raised on four lofty bamboo-poles, as a refuge
for the inmates from such a formidable visitor.

The comgpon leopard is frequent in the jungly hills.

The black leopargd is rare; I have seen his beautiful skin
&rought in by the natives, from near Mendoon.

In several places in the hills the peacock is not infrequent.

Jungle-fowl are very numerous wherever water is to be
found : as also, in upper Pegu, the painted patridge, or fracolin;
I doubt, however, whether the Burmah bird is identical with
the painted partridge of India. A distinet variety of jungle-
fowl, of bantam sizo, is mentioned # being found near the fron-
tier among the hills to the east of the Irrawaddy.

Imperial, and various kinds of green pigeons, are sufficiently
common. P

Quail are only occasionally to be met with, and then generally
but in small numbers, of the rain, bush, or button varieties.._

Snipe, common and painted, in September and October are
in many places very numerdus; as also a%e whistling and cotton
teal during the whole year 11® certain localities, as in the lake
north-west of Kodouk in Eingma.

The various kinds of deer, especially the larger ones, are I
conceive the game most sought after by the general sportsman:
he might, however, in northern Pegu, range for a week, rifle in
hand, over the most likely-looking ground conceivable, without
seeing a’single deer. One small spot of elephant-grass, slightl
raised above a large plain of the same vegetation, I found weil

stocked with sambur and other deer at the beginning and end
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of the rains, when it afforded the only dry ground in the ngigh-
hood : this exception but served to pr&lﬁe e rule. I this year
accompanied an ardent and withal patient sportsman, (W{DEE
contributions, I believe, have often a]; ared in your pages,) for
days over a wilderness that seemed full of promise, but he did
- not catch a glimpse of a deer: he is now on his way to“seek
more certain game in tife Highland corrjes: but, before he went,
he requested me to secek from some reader of your feview a
solution of the mystery of the paucity of game in Burmah.-

I have heard scveral reasons advanced to account for this
scarcity.

One is the (asserted) want of water. DBut why are the banks
of tite Irrawaddy, here cultivated, there covered with jungle, as
destitute of large game as the other part of the country? Why
also the strath of the lovely Matoon, with the valleys watered by
its various mountain-tributaries ? :

Others assert want of cultivition: but Eingma, Mogouk,

Poungday, and Tharawaddy districts, richly cultivated, are
equal%y poor in game, ‘
One account, though vague, is at first hearing somewhat plau-
sible, viz., that ?Eg&tiﬁ)]ﬂ overcomes animal life: this may be true
in the sense that the densely-tangled forest in an igand of the
Delta might afford mechanical impediments to the passage of
a large animal; but otherwise is of litfle force or meaning.

I myself can suggest no reason that I deem at all satisfactory :
and therefore solicit an explanation from any of your readers of
their views on this subject, which is equally interesting to the
sportsman and the naturalist. T

I have recently traversed the long mountain road from Prome
to Tonghoop in Arracan, #long which there seems an almost
utter want of game, eiﬁecially on its Pegu aspect. This I can
readily account for by the ﬁeneral want of water along the road,
and there being no grass there in the dry weather. I met one
officer, who had been engaged for years in making that road,
wha.had seen an elephant, and killei a tiger on it; another had
seen a_bear; another a boar: and this is well nigh all I could
learn of large game in that of the country. On the seaward
aspect of the hills, where the trees’ are always green and in full
foliage, those two beautiful species of pheasants, called there the
peacock and Moulmein pheasants, are numerous: these, the latter
species at least, are also very common in the mn&e of wild hills
I1::T1"Pﬂl;'111in dthe water-shed between the valley of the Sitang and

aw A o

The Ixﬁawuddy presents a remarkable want of life on its
basom: you may drop down it from the frontier to Rangoon, and
see nothing more worthy of being called game than a Brahminee
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along the whole course off the river from Rangoon up to Ava at
least: I never saw one in’it above the tidal creeks.)

I am incurring the danger of becoming diffuse on the subject
of scenes I have been long acquainted with, so I shall cease b
assurlng your readers that I, and I believe several others, will
feel much indebted to whoever will account for the remarkable
paucity of game that no doubt characterizes by far the greater

part of the Province of Pegu. ,

duck, (The crocodile '?furtunately most rare, though it exists
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By 0éoéidne

My DEAR ABEL EAsT.—I have now before me the India
Sporting Reyiew for the month of February 1856, and have
been looking over your article on The Calcutta Races, and
gur prospects.” i _

TEe latter part, regafd:‘lig racing having been made the
handmaid of gambling instead of sport, is but too true. And to
that very fact do I ascribe the falling-off of the turf throughout
India. A mgn cannot have a horse running, or almost show
himseclf on a race course, without having IIl bet you 100 gold
mohurs” shoved down his throat. And at Lotteries, there are
generally two or three objectionable persons present, who are
sufficient to keep anc{ gentleman out of the place. Should a
man be an owner and runner of race-horses, to a certain degree
he must be thrown in with men of thif kind; and though he
may keep them at arm’s length, still their very propinquify is
anwholesome. . _ -

Could nothing be arranged to purify ths atmosphere? Could
no turf club be got up in whjch lotteries gnd bets were .
The evils which, under the present system are rife, would then
die a natural death. The class of men who only attend race
meetings to prey on their weaker brethren, would, at any rate

on the Turf, cease to exist.

3

* A word that we cannot possibly decipher. If it be banwshed, or an
jmplying the same, we should say that such an extreme measure is not

fﬂl‘. ‘_"Al EI




	2015.21220.The-India-Sporting-Review-Vol-1_0124
	2015.21220.The-India-Sporting-Review-Vol-1_0125
	2015.21220.The-India-Sporting-Review-Vol-1_0126
	2015.21220.The-India-Sporting-Review-Vol-1_0127

