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W LDLI FE MANAGEMENT

IN I NDIA

by M D. Chaturved

What matters is not the trophy but the race; not the quarry, but the
chase.

I. Distribution of Wlidlife.

A reference to the birds and animals living in ecol ogica
bal ance with their surroundings provides the background for wildlife
managenent. The environment, both aninmate and i nani mate, determn nes
the evolution of animal life in a given region. There is no better
i ndi cator of environment than vegetation which reflects reaction to
the climatic, edaphic, and biotic factors. In its ultimte analysis,
vegetation, on which all wildlife depends directly or indirectly
for its sustenance, determines the protective colouration, the size,
the character and the distribution of birds and animals. It is their
habi tat from which animals derive their habits.

The physical regions distinguished in India for the
description of its vegetation, provide the best basis for a
detailed consideration of its rich and varied wildlife. No |ess
than 500 species of manmals occur in the country. O these, the
Flying Lenur, which bears the same relation to the shrews as the
flying squirrel does to the squirrels, and the Scaly Ant-eater
rem niscent of reptiles, constitute breath taking curiosities.
Anot her celebrity is the little Painted Bat (Kerivula picta) with
its vividly coloured vernilion and black wings (18). The regiona
distribution of wildlife is outlined bel ow :

(1) The Deccan.

a) The West Coast.

The luxuriant rain forest and sholas support a rich
and varied wildlife. Species characteristic of this wet region
(rainfall : 150 to 200 inches) are the Nilgiri langur (Presbytis
johnii), the lion-tail ed nmacagque (Mcaca silenus), the Nilgiri
brown and the striped neck nongoose, the Ml abar civet, and the
spi ny nouse. The Hi mal ayan fauna (e.g. the Tahr, the pine nmarten
and the European otter) is represented high up in the Nilgiris,
suggesting fornmer links during the glacial epoch, and subsequent
i solation. Oher nmanmals of this tract are the el ephant, the tiger
and the panther. Due to high humdity the panther exhibits marked
nmel ani sm
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b) The Sout h-east Tract.

In the low scrub, and open grasslands dotted with
xerophytic vegetation (rainfall below 30 inches), herds of gazelles
and ant el opes abound. The conmmbn associ ates of antel opes are the
conmon jungle cat, the comon fox, the common nongoose, the |ndian
wol f, the palmsquirrel, the hare and a variety of field-rats. In
Mysore and Hyderabad, where rainfall is about 35 inches, a nuch
ri cher fauna consisting of the spotted deer, the wild dog, the
sanbhar, the sloth bear, the Indian bison, the elephant and the
hyaena, is met with. The cheetah (the hunting | eopard) once conmmon
in this tract is now extinct.

c) The Central Pl ateau.

The dry type of forest of these highlands supports
animal life akin to the southeast tract referred to above. Wth
the increase inrainfall (40 to 50 i nches), the character of
vegetati on changes to what is known as the nobnsoon forest which
is the home of the true Indian fauna conprising the spotted deer,
the nilgai, the blackbuck and the four-horned antel ope. These
typically Indian nmammals do not occur anywhere el se outside |ndia.
The Indian bison, the sanbhar and the muntjac occur both in India
and in Southeast Asia, Further east of Nagpur, where noister
conditions prevail, we have, in addition, the elephant, the wld
buffalo and the swanp deer. The tiger and the panther occur
t hr oughout the Deccan, adapting thenselves to their |ocal environ-
nments. The tiger shows nmarked preference forforested areas. It
never crossed into Ceylon. |In the Madhya Pradesh one cones up
agai nst al bino tigers occasionally.

(2) The |ndus Basin.

The fauna of the dry and xerophytic forests of this
region is remniscent of simlar forests of the Deccan. In the
Raj ast han desert, however, where rainfall is of the order of 10
inches or so, one cones up against the desert cat, the desert fox,
the desert hare and the desert gerbilles. On the peripheral | ands,
the gazelle, the muntjac and the bl ackbuck are common. In Junagadh
(Saurashtra), we have the remmants of the Indian |lion that once
frequented a large tract to the east of the Aravallis.

(3) The Gangetic Basin.

The bl ackbuck and the gazelle occur in open and dry
type of forests of this region.



Wth increase in the rainfall in the tarai* and bhabar* at the base
of the Hinmal ayas the character of vegetation changes to support the
swanp deer, the hog-deer, the sanbhar, the spotted deer, the muntj ac,
the el ephant, the jackal, the wild pig, the tiger and the panther
Eastward, in the North Bengal and Assam we have the remmants of the
great one-horned rhinoceros (R wunicornis) and the buffal o, the
counterpart of the bison of the south. In the evergreen rain forests
of Assam the fauna of the westcoast replicates itself faithfully

i ncl udi ng nel ani sm anong pant hers.

(4) The Hinul ayas.

a) Western Hinal ayas.

Wiile many animals of the Indus Basin such as the
bl ackbuck, the nmuntjac and the gazelle work their way up to an
el evation of up to about 2,000 feet, the characteristic representative
fauna of the region above is the Kashmr stag, remniscent of the
Eur opean red-deer. The sanbhar of the foot of the Central Hi nal ayas
i s conspicuously absent. Qher aninmals inhabiting higher elevations
are the ibex, the markhor, the shapu and the snow | eopard. Wile the
brown bear occurs in the snow ranges, |ower down the black H nmal ayan
bear is nore common

b) Central Hi mal ayas.

The chain of low lying hills (Siwaliks) that runs
al nost parallel to the great Hi mal ayas encloses a tract known as the
"dun' (between two mountains). This tract is endowed with a rich and
varied flora and fauna that has attracted worldwi de attention. The
tiger, the panther, the elephant, the hyaena, the sanbhar and the
muntjac are comon. Hi gher up in the Hinmalayas, in the 5000 to
10, 000 feet zone, the Central Hi malayan animals like the ibex, the
shapu, the markhor and the brown bear are conspicuously absent.
Here, the Kashmir stag is replaced by the sanbhar. The bl ack
Hi mal ayan bear, the nusk deer, the civet and the goral are conmon
The panther goes up to an elevation of 8,000 feet.

c) Eastern Hinmal ayas.

In the noi st Eastern Hi nmal ayas at higher elevations, the
fauna assunmes an | ndo-Chinese character and conprises such forns as
the racoon, the hog-badger, the ferret-badger, the crestless porcupine,
the goral, the tham n deer and the serow. The snow | eopard of the
Western Hinmal ayas is replaced by the clouded-1eopard, the ounce and-
the marbl ed cat.

* The debris washed down by the Hinmal ayan streans spreads out in a fan
formation at the foot of the nountainous region, giving rise to a
wat erl ess tract, known as the bhabar. Water that sinks in the bhabar
oozes out further south giving rise to the tarai (noist) conditions
in the tract where the debris spends itself out.




It remains to be added that animals do not recogni se any-
physi cal boundaries. They exhibit considerable mgration not only
fromone region into the other but also fromand into adjoining
countries.

The Sanctity of Wldlife

Rel i gi ous sentinment has played a considerable part in
enshrining wildlife in the H ndu pantheon. No less than 30 mamal s
are nentioned in the H ndu scriptures. Thus, the el ephant (Ganesha),
the mount of Indra, and the guardian of the 8 celestial points of
the conpass, has been deified and allotted an annual festiva
(Ganesh-Chaturthi) in the H ndu Cal endar. The nonkey is revered
throughout the land for the part its forbears played in Rama's
campai gn agai nst Ravana. Vishnu is said to have incarnated hinmself
in the garb of the lion and the wild boar. The lion is also the
traditional nount of the CGoddess Kali and appears as a guardi an at
many a tenple in India. The nongoose appears as W se preceptor of
Ki ng Yudhi shtra, and the deer is associated with Brahama, the
creator. The Buddhi st chapter of the Indian nmythology refers to the
tiger. Anong the birds, nmention is made of the swan, the eagle, the
crow and the kite (18).

.Wldlife, a Wasting Asset

Wldlife enjoyed in the past a neasure of protection by
virtue of the inaccessibility of the forest which sustained and
sheltered it. The depredations of forest tribes with their tra-
ditional bows and arrows, nets and snares, drives and dogs, were
hardly noticeable except on the fringes of the forest. WId aninmals
continued their uneventful existence until the turn of the 19th
century when the British appeared on the scene with their nodern
weapons, and what was worse, with a licentious lust for killing which
passed for sportsnmanship those days. The wildlife of the country
had to contend with an attack on two fronts. Vast forest areas that
provided a haven for wildlife were given away for a song to enter-
prising adventurers, for raising tea, coffee, rubber, and rice for
| abour engaged on plantations. The forest succunbed to the irresist-
ible pressure of planters and |ocal population, and with it, the
wildlife it supported. Wth its cover gone, wildlife fell an easy
prey to high velocity rifles and double-barrelled guns in the hands
of trigger-happy hunters. The dawn of the twentieth century wtnessed
a systematic destruction of wildlife brought about by the opening
up of the forest, the arrival of the ubiquitous jeep and the
invention of blinding flashlights. The area negotiated by the jungle
folks increased as nore roads were built, and opportunities for the
sale of venison increased. Netted quails and partridges found
favour in nmany fasionable restaurants in the country.



Unable to fend for thensel ves nmany species were driven to
the verge of extinction. The Indian lion, which for its bravery,
invincibility and regal gait, inspired the priest, the poet and the
painter alike, was w ped out of existence by the so-called British
sportsman of the East I|ndian Conpany. Up to the beginning of the 19th
century, the lion stalked the Indus Plain and the Central India
Hi ghl ands covering an area of about “amllion square miles. By about
1850, the lion was well on the way out, despite repeated protests
one reads in the sporting journals of the tinme.* The lion is confined
today to a small tract (550 square miles) viz. the Gr forest in
Saurashtra. Like nost protected nonunents of the country, the lion
owes its existence to the foresight of Lord Curzon the el ebrated
Viceroy of India at the turn of the 20th century. During the post-

i ndependence era a second hone for the lion has been found in the
Benares Division of Utar Pradesh.

The hunting | eopard (the cheetah) followed suit. Once a
pet of the Ruling Princes in their blackbuck hunts, it is now as
dead as the dodo. Its unfortunate resenblance withthew |y panther
proved its undoing. The Asiatic two-horned rhinoceros (R sunatrensis)
of Assam and the |esser one-horned rhinoceros (R sondaicus) of the
Sunder bans have gone. The great one-horned rhinoceros (R unicornis)
has been saved from the hunters of its horns, prized as val uable
aphrodi siac, by declaring it a protected aninmal and nursing it in the
Kaziranga Sanctuary in Assam |n West Paki stan, the days of the
strai ght-horned narkhor are nunbered. The urial of the Punjab is
|ikewi se threatened. The wild buffalo is no longer to be seen in
areas to the east of the Godavri. The pink-headed duck is gone for
good. The nonal, the tragopan and the peacock are still with us
because a rigid control on the export of their feathers has been en-
forced. O herwi se they woul d have di sappeared as would the Bird of
Par adi se from New CGui nea

It may be noted that during the last 2,000 years, the world
has | ost 77 species of mammals. O these, 39% have di sappeared since
the turn of the 20th century (24.1). It is not sufficiently realized
that once a species, nore particularly a gregarious one, begins to
go downhill, its rehabilitation becones extrenmely difficult. And, yet
there is no natural resource that reacts so readily to protection as
wildlife, provided it is not allowed to cross the critical stage when
recovery becones difficult, if not inpossible.

* The Bengal Sporting Magazine (1833-41); the Sporting Review 1856
the Oriental Sporting Magazi ne, 1866.



In India, the follow ng species have already entered a
critical stage of their existence

a) Mamal s

(1) Snow and cl ouded | eopards.
(ii) Indian wild ass.
(iii) Kashmr stag.
(iv) Musk deer.
(v) Mar khor  (Kashmir).
(vi) Thami n, the brow antlered deer of Mani pur.
(vii) Pigny hog
b) Birds

(i) G eat Indian bustard
(ii) Monal .
(iii) Wite-w nged duck.

The list is not exhaustive. Sone gane ani nals have reached
the verge of extinction in a given locality, but hold their own in
anot her one.

Wiy Preserve Wldlife?

In her rich and varied wildlife, India has a precious
heritage of which she nmay justly be proud. It behoves us to act as
a custodian of this asset and pass it on to the generations to cone.
W have seen our wildlife is woven into the mythol ogy and the fol k-
lore of the land. It finds a place of pride in the H ndu Scriptures.
The lion, the elephant and the bull are depicted in the tenples of
India. To signify their fearlessness and indonitable courage, the
proud and the powerful sought in the past to shine in the reflected
glory of the lion, Thus the founder of the Mdghul enpire in India,
Zahir Uddi n Mohamad assuned the title of Babar (the lion). The
Pat han King who drove Babar's heir to the throne (Hurmayun) from
Del hi, called hinself Sher-Shah(the Lion King). It was the lion
which lent fanciful courage to the warriors of India who styled
thensel ves as Singhs (lions). The national enblemof India carries
3 lions.



The cultural value of wildlife can be scarcely denied. Qur
forests will be dull and dismal wi thout their sprightly denizens; the
countryside will be bleak and bare without its colourful birdlife.

What would India be without her noble lion and the royal tiger, wthout
the proud peacock and the painted pheasant, w thout the mighty buffalo
and the col ossal rhino, without the stately elephant and the sl eek
deer? The study of wildlife is no less rewarding to the biol ogist.

Its ecol ogical balance that obtains in Nature may not be disturbed
with inpunity. The M ddl e East, once a cradle of civilization, is
today largely a desolate desert. Stripped of its natural defences

that it had in its tree growh, this tract has lost all its wildlife.
There are a hundred nanes in Arabic for the lion, but no lion. The
forest and its fauna constitute the natural environment of Man. The
least little upset in its balance is apt to have far reaching conse-
quences which redound on himin the long run.

Quite apart from providing opportunities for recreation
and healthy sport that tests the prowess, the patience and the per-
severance of the hunter, wildlife has no nmean role to performin the
general econony of the countryside. Fishing and shooting provide food
and constitute a source of inconme to the State, Aninals fetch fair
prices fromthe zoos, The bird-1ife keeps pests and insects under
control. In addition, wildlife provides a tourist attraction which
no country may spurn. The inconme from the safaris in Africa and the
shikaris in India is quite considerable. Sone of the animal products
are renowed for their nmedicinal value, e.g. nusk, insulin, etc.

Man and hi s Environnent

The clash between the interests of Man and Ani mal s nust
be resolved in a rational manner, WIldlife managenment does by no
nmeans envisage the preservation of all animals regardless of their
role in the econony of the countryside. Predators that destroy the
field crops and prey upon other aninmals have to be kept under control.
The claimof the forest which supports wildlife rests on both the
physi cal and econom c grounds. Reckless destruction of the forest |eads
to the. deterioration in the physical field which adversely affects the
productivity potential. Wth dimnishing crop returns and nore and
nore nouths to feed, the forest has to yield to the axe and the plough
for raising nore food. This causes further deterioration of the
physi cal environnment and consequent dimnution in crop returns, re-
sulting in even greater denmand for forest |and, and establishing
thereby a vicious circle fromwhichthere is no escape. The solution
of India's food problemlies in intensive, not in extensive agriculture
Land use in India is to be nodified, therefore, in the light of the
producti ve- protective and social roles of the forest in the bal anced
econony of the country. Land is to be permanently dedi cated, therefore,
for the maintenance of the forest and its colourful denizens.



Wldlife Legislation

The protection of wildlife was enjoined as far back as s
the 3rd century B. C by Enperor Asoka. On his Fifth Pillar Edict
are inscribed nanes of birds, beasts*, fishes and insects (?) which
were to be preserved. The Edict further ordained the protection of
the forest fromfires. Later, the Mdghul Enperors evinced consider-
able interest in wildlife. No one was allowed to hunt the lion except
the royalty. The nmenoirs of Jehangir read like a treatise on wildlife.

During the British regime the destruction of wildlife
at the hands of trigger happy hunters reached alarm ng proportions
resulting in the adoption of stringent neasures. |In 1887, the WId
Birds and Animals Protection Act was passed. It was subsequently
repeal ed by Act VIII of 1912. The Forest Act XVl of 1927 dealt with
the regulation of hunting and fishing inside the State forests. The
game | aws enacted sought control over poisoning, netting, snaring
and pitting of animals and birds. "C ose" periods for various species
were indicated. Grant of |icences on paynent of nom nal dues was
i ntroduced. A special act for the protection of elephants was al so
passed. Various States enacted Gane Laws of their own, e.g. the
Punjab Wild Birds and WIld Animals Protection Act of 1933; the
Bonmbay Act XXVI of 1951, etc. In the Utar Pradesh, the Nationa
Parks Act was passed in 1934, under which the Corbett Park was
originally constituted.

Poachers have always been hard to apprehend and even
harder to convict. It is necessary that the burden of. proof
in the case of offences against gane |laws should be on the defence,
and puni shnments and penalties should be adequate to prove deterrent.

Prevention of killing for trade and profit constitutes
the key stone of preservation. Trade in animal products should be
put down with a heavy foot. It is the fun acconpanied by greed that

spells destruction to wildlife. Birdlife has suffered considerable
damage due to the dreadful plunmage trade. The Great |ndian Bustard
is on the way out. Wile the Mdnal pheasant and the tragopan in the
H rmal ayas have been saved by the ban inposed on the export of their
feat hers, the peacock, the black partridge, egrets, jungle cocks,
paddy-birds, king fishers, jays and rollers, orioles and a host of
other birds have |ikewi se been given a lease of life by putting a
stop to the lucrative trade in their feathers.

A special feature of the Indian Gane Laws is that they
largely relate to hunting inside the State forest.. Gane outside does
not get simlar protection due to want of an organi zation for gane
preservation.

* The mammal s nmentioned in this edict are : bat, nonkey, rhinoceros,
porcupi ne, squirrel, swanp deer, bull and all 4-footed animals not
utilized or eaten.



VI,

VI,

Publ i c Opi ni on

Wiile there is little to be desired in the matter of
enact ment of Ganme Laws, there is alnost an unbridgable gap between
legislation and its inplenmentation. Reliance on deterrents, penalties
and punishrments is of little avail w thout healthy public opinion
agai nst the insensate killing of voicel ess denizens of the forest.
Public interest nust be aroused to the pitch of revolt against the
want on destruction of the valuable asset that India has in her colourful
wildlife. The cultural, ethical, aesthetic, recreational and sporting
aspects of wildlife deserve a wider recognition than is usually-
accorded. In order to nould public opinion we nust begin at the begin-
ning and catch one young. Animal stories, photographs, panphlets,
posters, films and |lantern slides should be utilized in advancing
the cause of wildlife in schools and colleges. It is the rising
generation that should be enthused with a mssionary spirit in the
protection of our rich and varied heritage in our wildlife. It is to
be noted that it is public opinion in India which protects nonkeys,
parrots, peafowl, fish, pigeons and nil gai.

Par adoxi cal as it may appear, the staunchest support for
the preservation of wildlife cones from those who indulge in its
destruction, viz. the shikaris in India and fromthe safaris in
Africa. Everyone kills the thing he | oves: the proud by possession
the poet by faint praise, the biologist by giving it a Latin nane,
and the sportsman with a gun. There are only two tragedies in the
life of a sportsnman: one not getting the trophy he is after; and,
the other nore serious one, getting it. There is nothing so heart-
rending as not getting the tiger you want; and yet there is nothing
so heart breaking as finding the handsonest of God's creation |lying
at your feet.

The Bonbay Natural History Society

For its preservation, the wildlife in India owes a debt
of gratitude to the Bombay Natural Hi story Society which through its
journal and other publications has sought to stinulate public interest
during the best part of 75 years. It was largely through its efforts
that game laws were enacted and nodified fromtine to tinme. The part
pl ayed by the Zool ogi cal Survey of India in advancing the cause of
wildlife has by no nmeans been snall. Various Gane associations (The
Nilgiri Game Association founded in 1879, the Bengal Fishing
Associ ation, the Madras Gane Association, 1933, etc.) have exercised
control on shooting and fishing and set up a standard of sporting
et hi cs.



The London Convention, 1900

The genesis of the novenent for the preservation of wld-
life goes back to the year 1900 when the British Governnent convened
a conference in London for the purpose. This cel ebrated London Con-
vention for the preservation cf wildlife in Africa was signed by
France, Belgium Italy, Spain, Portugal and Great Britain. It has
since come to be regarded as the Magna Garta of wildlife in Africa.

I nternati onal Conference for Protection of Nature, 1913

In 1913, an International Conference for the Protection
of Nature was held in Berne (Switzerland) at which 17 countries were
represented. A central organization to deal with wildlife on an
i nternational plane was proposed. The World War |, however, inter-
vened and the reconmendati ons of the Berne Conference were not
i mpl erented until 1928 when a Central WIdlife Bureau was established
at Brussels. It was called the International Ofice for the Preservation
of Nature : I.QP.N (18(2)).

The I nternational Conference. Paris, 1931

It was as a result of the efforts of this organization
that an International Conference for the preservation of wildlife
was held in Paris in 1931. M. Ransay Macdonald, the then Prine
M nister of United Kingdom sent the follow ng inspiring nmessage to
this Conference

"In the territories for which they are responsible
Hs Mjesty's Governnent in the United Ki ngdom
regard thenselves as trustees for the Protection
of Nature, not only in the interests of their
present inhabitants but in those of the world at
|arge and of future generations.

The wonderful fauna and flora with which Nature
has endowed the world have already suffered grave
| osses. Aninmals and plants of great scientific
interest and often of great beauty have been
exterm nated, objects of great geological interest
have been destroyed and the beauties of Nature

def aced. Lovers of Nature may do much to stemthe
process, but if their object is to be secured the
active cooperation of CGovernnment is essential."

(12(1)).
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The London Conference, 1933

Soon after, another international conference was held
in London in Novenber, 1933. At a dinner of the African Society
held in London on Novenber 18, Prince Leopold cf Bel gi um observed

"The protection of Nature raises problens of universal

i nportance, the evolution of which cannot be left to the
initiative of isolated groups whose action is necessarily
limted, and who are unable to enforce in their entirety,
the effective measures of preservation which are necessary.

The State alone can and nust take responsibility for a
protective organi zation which will command the interest of
all mankind in its noral, social, economc and cul tural
devel opnent; and, thus the political aspect of the question
beconmes apparent.”

At this London Conference, India sent an observer. The
deliberations of this conference aroused a great deal of interest
in the protection of wildlife throughout the British Enpire. A
Society for the Preservation of the Fauna of the Enmpire was forned
with branches in India, Burma, Ceylon and el sewhere. |In the Punjab,
new Game Laws were enacted in 1933; in the Utar Pradesh the
Nat i onal Hailey Park was brought into being by an act of legislature
in 1934. About the sane time the Journal of the Bonbay History
Soci ety sponsored a series of contributions on the preservation of
wildlife (24.111).

The Del hi Meeting, 1935

In 1935, wildlife enthusiasts fromall over |ndia net
at New Del hi to devise ways and neans for the preservation of wld-
life. Before the reconmendations of this august neeting could get
under way the second Wrld War broke out.

The 1. U P. N, 1948

After the cessation of hostilities an International

Union for the Preservation of Nature and Natural Resources (|UPN)
was set up under the aegis of UNESCO at its neeting held at

Fontai nebleau in 1948. It ainmed at the conservation and w se use
of "the entire world biotic comunity or Man's natural environnent
which includes the earth's renewabl e natural resources ...". n
Sept enber 20, 1951, at the inaugural address of the IUPN at Hague,
M. Van der Goes Van Naters sumed up the situation succinctly in

the foll ow ng words



"The Protection of Nature has passed fromthe
concept of a sinple establishment of reserve
areas to that of a rational nmanagenent of an
entire region, in full harnony with natural | aws.
It is mxed with town planning, with the science
of land utilization, even with social sciences
to become nore and nore a chapter of hunan

ecol ogy. "

XV. The Indian Board for Wldlife, 1952

Nearer hone, Lieut. Col. RW Burton entered a plea for
the wildlife preservation in the Journal of the Bombay Natural
Hi story Society (4). At the instance of the IUPN the Governnent
of India appointed an ad hoc commttee with the witer as its
Chairman, to consider ways and nmeans for the preservation of wld-
life. It was on the recommendati on of this Committee that the
Indian Board for Wldlife was constituted by the Government of
India. The Resolution (No. 7-110/51-R dated April 4, 1952) on the
subj ect stressed the need for such a Board in the follow ng ternmns:

"India's heritage of wildlife is fast beconming a

vani shing asset and sonme of our notable aninals

(and birds) such as lion, rhinoceros, cheetah
tragopan are on the verge of extinction. Wth a

view to preserve the fauna of India and to prevent

the extinction of any species, and their protection
in balance with natural and human environnent, Govern-
ment of India are pleased to constitute and appoint

a Central (later, Indian) Board for Wldlife."

The functions of the Board are |laid down as under

(i) to devise ways and nmeans of conservation and control
of wildlife through coordinated |egislative and
practical neasures with particular reference to
seasonal and regional closures, and declaration of
certain species of aninmals as protected ani mal s,
and prevention of indiscrimnate killing;

(ii) to sponsor the setting up of National Parks, sanctuaries
and zool ogi cal gardens;

(iii) to pronote public interest inwildlife and the need for
its preservation in harnmony with natural and human
envi ronment ;

(iv) to advise Government on policy in respect of export
of living animals, trophies, skins, furs, feathers, and
other wildlife products;



XVI .

(v) to prevent cruelty to birds and beasts caught alive with
or without injury; and,

(vi) to performother functions as are germane to the purpose
for which the Board has been constituted.

The | ndian Board's Achi evenents

The recomendati ons nade by the Board (including the
recommendations of its Standing Commttee and the two w ngs) and
the achi evenents based on those recommendations can be sunmari sed
as bel ow :

(1) National Parks and WIldlife Sanctuaries

At its first neeting, the Board had fornul ated a
definition of a national park in India. Thereafter a nodel bill
for national parks in India was also prepared and circulated to all
State Governments for their guidance. Recently the Board has al so
prepared and circulated to all State CGovernnents "A statenent of
Nati onal Parks Policy - Standards for National Parks in India".

As a result of the persistent recommendations made by

the Board in this regard, there are now over 83 wildlife sanctuaries
(including national parks) in India.

(2) Protection of Rare Species

Some colourful and interesting species of our wildlife
like the hunting | eopard (or the cheetah), the pink-headed duck
and the Asiatic two-horned rhinoceros had been exterminated before
the Indian Board for Wldlife was constituted. After its constitution
the Board imediately set itself the task of saving wildlife species
whi ch were considered rare and on the verge of extinction. The Board,
therefore, drew up the list of the follow ng such species and
strongly recommended that the State Governnments concerned should
give imedi ate and conplete protection to them

(1) the Asiatic |ion,

(i) the Snow | eopard,

(iii) the douded |eopard,

(iv) the Cheetah (was considered to be nore or |ess
extinct by that tine)

(v) the Geat one-horned rhinoceros,

(vi) the Indian wild ass,

(vii) the Kashmr stag,

(viii) the Musk deer,

(1x) the Brow antlered deer,

(x) the Pignmy hog,

(xi) the Geat Indian bustard,

(xii) the Pink-headed duck (was considered to be nore or

| ess extinct by then),
(xiii) the White-wi nged wood duck.



Later, certain other animals, birds and reptiles |ike
the wild buffal o, the dugong, the peacock and the leathery turtle,
etc. were also added to the above list in the reconmendati ons nade
by the Board.

(3) Control on the export of wildlife species and their
products, etc.

The Board realised that commercial transactions, specially
the export trade in wildlife and its products, constitute a major
threat to the existence of wildlife. It was recognised that export
of di mnishing species or their products could easily nullify all the
protective neasures, which the State Governnents may take for the
preservation of such species. The Board, therefore, recomended a
conpl ete ban on the export of certain rare species (including their
products) in order to guard against their exterm nation due to over-
exploitation. At present the export of wildlife and its products, etc.
is being regulated under the Inmports and Exports (Control) Act, 1947
based on the Board's reconmendations. The Board |ays down lists (i)
of animals and their products the export of which is to be conpletely
banned and (ii) of those the export of which is to be restricted
These lists are reviewed frequently. A Study G oup has been forned
recently, in the Mnistry of Food and Agriculture to go into this
question of exports of wildlife and its products and to review the
export policy.

(4) Legislation and wildlife preservation | aws

Under this category the Board has made a nunber of
recommendati ons ainmed at achieving the revision of wildlife pre-
servation |laws on sound nodern lines. The recomendations nade in
this regard are roughly on the follow ng |ines

(i) The laying down of closed seasons for shooting
of animals and birds, etc.

(ii) Banning sale of gane neat, etc.

(iii) Prohibition of use of fast noving vehicles and

artificial lights for shooting.
(iv) Prohibition of shooting at salt |icks and water
hol es.

(v) Prohi bition of indiscrimnate shooting and pres-
cribing limts to the nunber of each species that
be shot.

(vi) Prohibition of snaring and poi soning of wldlife.

At the instance of the Indian Board for Wldlife, a draft
nodel wildlife Bill was prepared for the guidance of the States
wishing to revise their wildlife laws. It is due to the persistent
interest taken by the Board that eleven States and union territories
in the country have either already revised or are in the process of
revising their wildlife laws on nodern and uniformlines. The remaining
few States are al so being requested to fall in line with the others
inthis regard



(5) WIldlife education and publicity

The Board recognised that penal neasures by thensel ves
are not adequate and that the willing cooperation of the people is a
sine qua non for effective preservation of wildlife. The Board has,
therefore, been stressing the need for wildlife publicity and
education. To this end, the observance of an annual wildlife week was
initiated first in 1956. The first week of QOctober every year is
bei ng observed as wildlife week. During this week the Central and
State Governnents distribute publicity material like charts, posters,
panmphl ets, etc. bearing on wildlife preservation, in different
| anguages all over the country. G nerma slides and docunentaries
on wildlife are also exhibited both in rural and urban areas. Public
neetings are held and processions, in which the necessity of preserving
wildlife is brought hone to the people, take place throughout the
country. People participating in such neetings take the follow ng
wildlife pledge

"I give ny solem pledge to protect our country's wld-
life and its forests from unnecessary destruction.”

Publicity through radio and press is also taken up
during this week. This week is also celebrated in the school s,
coll eges and universities all over the country where |ectures on
wildlife are given, suitable film shown and visits to wildlife
sanctuaries and national parks are arranged in order to inpress upon
students the necessity of wildlife preservation. The cel ebration of
this week over the past 10 years has gone a long way in creating an
awar eness anong the public about the necessity of preserving wildlife.

(6) Census and study of wildlife ecol ogy

Recently, the Board has laid stress on the necessity of
conducting census and undertaking ecol ogical studies on wildlife so
that wildlife managenent in the country could be placed on a sound
footing. This progranme has not, however, nade nmuch head-way nainly
for want of trained personnel, in the country. It is hoped that with
the starting of the proposed wildlife nmanagenent courses at the
Forest Research Institute and Col | eges, Dehra Dun, trained staff
for this work will be avail able.

(7) Zoo nmanagenent

In the field of zoo nanagenent the Board is guided by
its Zoo Wng. The Board ains at setting up nore zoos and placi ng them
on a sound footing. There are at present 22 zoos in the country.



(8) New homes for rare species

There are some rare animals and birds like the Asiatic
lion, the Geat one-horned rhinoceros and the Geat I|ndian bustard
which are localised in certain areas forming single units. It was
recogni sed that in the event of the occurrence of a natural calamty
or spread of epidemic, there is a possibility of the entire popul -
ation of these rare species being w ped out. The Board has been
maki ng recommendations to the State CGovernments concerned for finding
new hones for such species so that in the event of their being w ped
out at one place they could survive in their adopted hones. At the
instance of the Indian Board for Wldlife a new hone for the Asiatic
lion (which was till recently localised in Gr Forests in Qujarat
State) has been found in the Chanderprabha wildlife sanctuary near
Varnasi in Utar Pradesh. The nunber of lions in that sanctuary has
now risen to eleven fromone lion and two |ionesses originally
introduced there in 1957. Sinmilarly attenpts are also being nade
to find new hones for other rare species like the rhino and the
G eat |ndian bustard.

(9) Setting up of breeding farns for animals, birds
and reptiles of commercial val ue.

The ban on the killing and export of certain rare manmmal s,
birds and reptiles of comercial value was strongly resented by the
trade. The Board considered this matter in detail and felt that while
it could not agree to the exploitation of the natural sources of
t hese species for comercial purposes, it would have no objection to
the setting-up of breeding farns for such species, the products of
which could be freely farmed for export by the trade or used for
ot her commercial purposes. On the basis of this recommendation, the
possibility of starting breeding farnms for crocodiles, pythons and
peacocks is under consideration, but the difficulty has been |ack of
expert know edge in this field.

(10) Control on licences and use of certain categories
of anmunition

Arms for protection of crops constitute one of the nmgjor
factors threatening the existence of wildlife in the country. Due to
the efforts of the Board, a nunber of restrictions have now been
pl aced on arns licences in relation to the area of use of the arns,
type of ammunition pernmitted to be used and to nake the arnms in-
effective during off-crop season. These efforts continue



SANCTUARI ES AND NATI ONAL PARKS | N EASTERN | NDI A

VEEST BENGAL

Has eight sanctuaries covering an area of approximately
675 sq. knms. O these, three are in the Sunderbans within easy reach
of Calcutta, and the renminder are in North Bengal. The best way to
visit the latter is to take a plane fromCalcutta to the airfield
situated closest to the sanctuary, and thence by road. Train journeys
to all of themare tedious. Except for the Tourist Bungalow in the
Jal dapara Sanctuary, the other North Bengal sanctuaries have ordinary
Forest Rest Houses, which provide furniture and crockery, but one
has to carry his own bedding and arrange for his food. So far, West
Bengal has not constituted any National Park. The best tine to visit
the sanctuaries is fromNovenber to April, except for the Senchal
Sanctuary. No special staff is sanctioned for any of the sanctuaries.
Details in respect of each are given bel ow :

|. Jal dapara Sanctuary

Constituted in 1941 for the protection of the Indian
one- horned Rhinoceros. It covers an area of 93 sq. kns, in a |linear
strip 16-19 kns wide along the Torsa River in North Bengal. The
nearest railway station is Hashinara on the North-East Frontier
Rai | way, fromwhere the Barodabari Bungalow is only 2 kns away.

The nearest airfield is Hashimara, connected by non-schedul ed flights
with Calcutta. Jeeps and trained el ephants are available on hire.

The Tourist Bungal ow at Barodabari has three bedroom
suites with a lounge and a dining room Catering arrangenents are
provi ded. The charges for acconmodation only are Rs. 8/- per day
for a double roomand Rs. 5/- for a single.

Today there are about 80 one-horned Rhinos in the
sanctuary and, in addition, tigers, elephants, bears, sanghar,
swanp deer, hog deer, goyal and bison have al so benefitted.
Reservation of accommodati on and transport is done by
the Divisional Forest Oficer, Cooch Behar Division, P.O COOCH BEHAR

1. Mahanadi Sanctuary

Constituted in 1955 with an area of 128 sq. kns, in the
Darjeeling district, near Sukna railway station on the N.F. Railway, 9
kms fromSiliguri Junction. Nearest airfield is Bagdogra, 24 kns away,
and connected by a regular |AC service with Calcutta. The best rest
house is at Sukna. The aninmals that have benefitted are the tiger,
el ephant, bison, sanbhar, cheetal, barking deer, and pigs. Reservations
are made by the Divisional Forest Oficer, Kurseong Division, P.Q
DONVHI LL, Dist. Darjeeling.



I11. Senchal Sanctuary

I's the ol dest sanctuary in West Bengal, created in 1940,
over an area of 39 sq. knms, enbracing the hills around Darjeeling.
Though Ghoomrailway station on the N.F. Railway adjoins the sanctuary,
it is nmore convenient to stay at Darjeeling which has first class
hotels, and is only 8 kns away. Cars can be hired at Darjeeling. The
sanctuary has notorable roads on three sides, and another passes
through it at certain points. The view of the snows from Darjeeling
and the sunrise fromTiger H Il are world famous. The animals in it
are the serow, Hinmalayan bear, barking deer and goral. The best tine
for a visit are April-May and Cctober-Novenber. Further information
can be obtained fromthe Divisional Forest Oficer, Kurseong Division,
P.O DOWHILL.

I'V. Gorumara Sanctuary

Is a small one with an area of only 8.5 sq. kms, and was
constituted in 1949 for protecting the rhinoceros. The aninmals found
today are the rhinoceros, elephant, tiger, bison, sanbhar, barking
and hog deer, buffalo and pig. The nbst convenient railhead is Ml
Junction on the N.F. Railway, and the airfield is again Bagdogra.
Taxis are available at Mal Junction, which is 25 kns away from the
Sanctuary. There are two rest houses at CGorumara and Chal sa. Reserv-
ations are done by the Divisional Forest Oficer, JALPAIGURI

V. Chapramari Sanctuary

Has the same area as the Corumara sanctuary, wth the
sanme rail head, airfield and ani mal popul ation. The npbst conveni ent
rest house is Chapramari. Reservations are done by the Divisiona
Forest Officer, JALPAI GURI

VI . Sajnakhali Island Sanctuary

I's the biggest sanctuary in West Bengal with an area of
360 sq. kns, was constituted in 1960 and is located in the Sunderbans.
The mpst convenient route is to take the train fromthe Seal dah station
of Calcutta for Canning, and fromthere proceed by country boat or
steam |l aunch. The primary attraction here is birds, and the inportant
ones are : cattle egret, paddy bird, little cornorant, black-necked
stork, snake bird, white ibis, green bittern, pelican, etc.





