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ADVENTURE WITH A MOOSE.

IN THE MONTH OF OCTUBER LAST, I and my Indianlad Abraham
were camping on a small island in a very preity lake far back in
the woods, 1 had already had good sport, and the last three or four
days we had been busy cattiog and smokiug meat, it being too far back
to carry out fresh. After breakfast one fine morning, leaving my lad
&t his work, I took my canoe with the intention of exploring & distant
cove in the lake, taking my rifle and mopse-call with me. I was soon
skimming along the calm surface of the lake, the morning mist rising
Jike steam. The borders of the lake looked very gay with the bright red
and yellow maple leaves standing out from the background of dark
green forest ; and on the north sida & steep range of rocky hills, with the
outline cutting so clear against the blue sky that you would think them
quite close, though it was a good mile from the shore of the lake to the
top. The thin curl of smoke coming from one of the islands showed
where our camp was, while the clarion cry of the loon, the splash of
trout and kingfisher, helped to enliven the scene. But 1 soon made my
rock-maple paddle bend to the stroke as my canoe raced along, for it was
a fine morning for ** calling,” and I was now determined to have more sport
if possible; 80 it was not long before I reached the cove, at the end of
which I found a small brook running into the lake. The little wind there
was coming right against my face. Istepped lightly on shore, and after
waiting about half a minute I gave two or three calls. I stopped to
listen about & quarter of an hour, but finding the murmuring of the
brook atmy feet prevented my hearing, I got into the canoe, intending
to paddle round a small point of land and try my luck in the next cove.
1 was paddling very quietly, and was just inthe shoal water off the
point, when [ heard the grant of a bull moose. He was walking along
the moose path on the opposite side of the cove, which was about fifty
or sixty yards across, and right opposite to me. I conld have shot him
easily, but as he was only a two-year-old I had not the least intention
of doing s0. As he did not see me I held on to the bottom with m;
paddle to steady the canoe, and crouching down kept as still as possible.
He was walking nloni quietly and grunting, evidently bent on coming
to the brook where I had been calling. All at once he stopped, sod
listened for about a minute, and sometimes he seemed to look straight
at me and the canoe; but I being downwind, of course he could not
wind me, and wearing grey homespun, with a chequered guernsey,
perbaps he did not distinguish me from the granite rocks alongside ;
however, apparently satisfied that all was right, he walked quietly into
the water. It was langhable to see the cautious way in which he placed
his feet, the rocky boulders at the bottom not affording good standing,
and he had several yards to walk before it was deep enough to swit
which at last, with a deep grunt, be did, striking out for the opposi
shore, being, when in the middle, about twenty yards from my canoe.
As soon as he was out of sight I was glad to free myself from my
cramped position, and quickly and silently as possible turned my canoe
and paddled back to the brook. I had to be very cautious, as [ knew
he was now close enough to hear the slightest sound, but in about half
a minute I succeeded in noiselessly fixing the canoe, and, creeping
through the low bushes on the bank, got behind a hemlock tree at the
edge of the brook. Drawing & long breath, and making myself as calm
as possible, I carefully gave a low call, when almost immediately 1
heard him answer, and soon saw the tops of the young birches move as
lie sneaked cautiously through them. I covered the whole of my body
with the trea trunk, just peeping round; he was soon standing in a little
open spacaclose to the other side of the brook, looking round from one side
to the other. After a little while ha walked guietly away into the bush.
But I had not done with him yet, as I wanted to see if I was able to ci
him up-again, and intending to give him a good scaring, and see him
un off; so I called again, and this time he came from another direc-
tion, a little farther up the brook, till, just as he had his forefeet in the
brook, he being now little over twelve paces from me, I, thinking he
was quite close enough, as I did not want to shoot him, jumped out
from behind the tree, waving my call, and grunting like & bull moose,
and scraping the call against the boughs, which makes a noise like the
bull's horns. But instead of bolting, as I expected, after wavering a
little he stood stock-still, with his ears laid back ; seeing which I stepped
back towards the tree, which I should pretty soon have got up, had he
made at me—in fact, were it not that the tree was easy to climb, I
should have snatched up my rifle, which was close at hand ; but now,
seeing he stood still, although T was in fall view, and not covered by
the tree, I waited to ses how long he was going to remain there. He
was not at all frightened, but seemed quite at his sase, licking his mouth
with his tongue, though sometimes he turned his head round; but
when on the point of moving, I stopped him by giving a low cow-ecall,
when he would prick both his ears forward, and look right at me. 1
did this two or three times. At other times I grunted like a ball,
when back went his ears, as wicked as may be. After standing like
thia for I am certain over twenty minutes, at last the spell was broken,
for, putting up his head, with widely-expanded nostril, he winded me
for the first time, when he immediately turned and trotted off at a good
and as he vanished among the fir-boughs, I breathed a wish that
it live to grace the woods till his antlers should span six feet
across. And so I'stepped into my canoe, and paddled back to camp.
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ELEPHANT-BAITING IN INDIA.

A’l‘ THE BEGINNING OF NOVEMBER 1863, I chanced to ba at

Baroda during the race week, not so much, perhaps, to see the
races (which may certainly be denominated as second-rate) as to sea
the province of Guzerat, the * garden of India,” and the independent
native state of Baroda, which is governed by a rajah, or * guicowar”
as he is ealled. This guicowar is at all times most obliging, and willing
to do what he caw to promote the enjoyment of any Europeans who
may chanca to be there, and especially, T believe, during the races, to
which he presents a handsome 120/ cup, and generally attends the
meeting himself, Well, before we had been there many days, my
friend and I received an invitation, through the resident, to be present
at a grand * tumasha,” which was to be given by his highness in the
course of a day or two, and at which most of the few Europeans in the
station would be present. This, of course, we accepted; and, after
ascertaining that the sports would embrace an elephant * bait,” with
the possibility of an encounter between two rhinoceroses, settled down
to wait as patiently as possible for the time.

thirsty. He was fastened securely within arch at one side of the
enclosure with chains attached to all four lags ; and now to lonse them,
which his keeper did very scientifically, first his fore legs, and then the
hind - ones, which, operation scemed to relieve him immenssly, for
he gave himself a good stretch, very much in the same manner as & dog
does after sleep, and then walked calmly and unconcernedly into the
middle of the arena. The poor beast seemed to me to be in wretched
condition, and had, undoubtedly, been starved for the occasion ; let us
hope he had & good dinner after be had played his part, And then he
was surrounded by his tormentors, yelling at him, running up close to
him, and shaking cloths in his face, and then getting away again as
quickly as possible, as the beast turned upon them to pursue them,
which it was prevented doing to any extent by one men taking the
other’s place, and, in turn, diverting his attention, This litile game went
on for about a quarter of an hour without much excitement, and I was
beginning to get rather tired of it all, and to think it a * do,” when sud-
denly a large native squib, which burns with a great noise for about
one minute, was lighted close to his nose, and went off with a capital
roar. This seemed to puzzle him rather, and at last he undoubtedly
began to get very angry ; for now thres or four squibs were going at
once, and the great and apparently unwieldy brute began to rush about
and try in earnest to make powder of some of his tormantors. After two
or thrée minates of this, whilst he was apparently doing his best to
catch one man, who was running away from him as fast as he could, he
suddenly stopﬁed like a shot, and turning right round with a swiftness
almost incredible, came right on another who was hopping gaily after him
and evidently not expecting this sudden attack. By a great exercise
of activity, however, befors the elephant was actually upon him, he
wa3 just able to turn himself and start off at an angle; short, however,
88 was the distanee between pursuer and pursued, the elephant managed
to cat off the angle, and I, and most of the spectators, L fancy, thought
it was undeniably all UP with him. In ten yards or so the elephant
raised his trunk for a very palpable purpose, the man at that time being
about two or three yards'in front of him, and then down it came with &
swoop, and just brushed the man’s back, who again doubled like a hare,
and this time the elephant, disappointed in his stroke, left him, and
very soon had his attention distracted by others. They now all
drew off from him and left the animal to compose himself for a few
minutes, previous to catching him again. For this purpose some
men appeared, carrying four immense pincer-like contrivances, one of
which the keeper took and approached from behind the elephant, who
was now stancing still, whilst some of the athletes distracted his atten-
tion in front by waving cloths and brandishing spears. Noiselessly as
a cat went the keeper to within abont three yards of his victim, then
with a sudden rush and a bound you saw him stretch ont his hands,
heard a click, and the next moment master keeper was ten yards off,
and the elephant was standing on three logs, evidently undergoing the
most acate pain. The meaning of all this is, that the keeper had
fastened one of these pairs of pincers on to the bottom of the leg of the
elephant, where they are extremely sensitive; the instruments, having
very sharp points, penetrate the flesh, as they close with a very
strong spring which keeps them in that position, and the pain caused by
this rendera the elephant, in a short time, so tame again that he is easily
secured, and marched out limping on three legs and loaded with chains,
like the veriest felon that ever underwent penal servitude.

‘The nearer escape a man has from being caught and trodden on
by the elephant, the greater the sport is supposed to be, and the hero of
the day always receives plenty of baksheesh, I believe, from the guicowar.
The last time, I hear, that there was an elephant-bait, the elephant
was 80 nearly securing his victim that he had actually got his trank
round him, when by some miraculous xrocu!. which only & nigger could
have succeeded in, the man managed to wrigﬁl! himself out through
the trunk and escaped, which part so pleased the royal potentats that
he presented him on the spot with a small village, as a compensation
for s0 nearly losing his life, R

SHOOQTING.

NOTES AND QUESTIONS ON SHOOTING.

RAIN-SPOTS ON GUN-BARRELS,—I shall feel much obliged to any
correspondent who will inform me of the best and safest method of removing
stains and spots from the-outside of gun-barrels, After rain, most keepers

se oil and fine sand or woodashes; but both of these remove the browning
ag well a8 the staine.— CARTRIDGE.

ELLIOTT'S BREECH-LOADERS.—Will any of your readers kindly give
mé the result of his experiences in shooting with Elliott's (Birmingham)
patent breech-load he pl ud likely to stand wear and
tear . What would be theeffect if the spring which holds the bolt inits place
were to break # might not the consequence bea partial opening at the breech,
and a discharge backwards into the shooter’s fuce ? I have lately geen one of
these guns, and, a8 far as style goes, it is quite equsl to Louden work, and
the price (251) is moderate. I should feel greatly obliged if any competent
sportsman would give an answer to these questions, and an opinion as to the
general principle on which these gun are made.—A SPORTSMAN.

BREECH-LOADING CARTRIDGE-CASES.—The subject of the cost of
breech-loading idge is of such grea P to the ehooting
community, that I trustyou will not close your columns to it untll some-
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aud, being put forth in good faith, furnish many useful hints to & looker on.
The question lately rais upon thie merita of the pin-oartridge gun, in opposi-
tion to those of the central-fire gun, has elicited from the partisans of the latter
such a storm in condzmnation of the pin-cartridge, that s few remarks upon
the subjest may not be out of time. We do not appear as the champions of
either system—they have both considerable merits: we will sim;
ourselves to the letter of your correspondent, Mr Hans Busk, in your impres-
sion of last whelek. which “draws an alarming pioture of the danger of pin-

any whose form.
their own opinion, whilst many who are timid, or to whom breech-loaders
are gtill somewhat of a novelty, may be seriously misled. Without callin

into question the correctness of any of the statements, and the list ol
accidents, we would simply observe that he and his friends haye been very
unfortunate. Many of the evils complained of would occur equally with
the central-fire gun under similar circumstanoes; s, for instance, the man
who got his cartridges in such a condition that he kept a party of shooters
and twenty beaters waiting till the keeper bmn]gm. the loading-rod to push
out the discharged cases. The same thing would have ocourrsd equally with
e central-fire guun if the chamber was tight and the uurlr(dﬁe wet; probabl:
with this variation—that he would soon have disarranged the mechanism o
the extractor, and been obliged to retire altogether. Again, the shooter
who exploded the pin-cartridge whilst hammering out the case that had
stuck in his gun, would bwnalu likely to explode a central-fire urlrlﬂge
whilst hammering itin. We have frequen(ly seen careless men hammer in
pin-eartridges that were wet and would not go into the chamber. With
regard to the first and greatest objection which he urges against the pin-
cartridge, viz., their liability to sccidentsl explosion, we may say that the
danger i greatly overrated, and exists only in a very limited degree. Probably
where your correspondent has scen hundreds of these cartridges loaded and
used, we have seen hundreds of thousands, and though they are very fre=
quently dropped by acoldent, we have, during eight or ten years of daily
manufacture, only twice known cartridges to cx;ivlodn accidently : one of
them, dropped upon flagstone, was & cartridge that had been twice recspped,
aud in which the pin was very loose. In neither case did they do any harm,
although they were surrounded by a considerable number of loaded car-
tridges; the portion of thecase that contained the powder burst off, leaving
the ghot and wadding in the upper part of the case undisturbed. Again he
asks what would be the eflect of droppil
upon the flagstones of & railway-station
cked, he would pick up the o in the same atato. (hat it wa
ropy it, if be did e0 a hundred times. But supposing what he infera
place, viz, that the box should be broken, or a cartri
exploded, the danger and mischief would end "
not ignite the rest* We have by way of experiment frequently
a hundred losded pin-cartridges tightly in a strong wooden
0X, and gorewed them down again in an outer case, and
or two of the cartridges inside the boxes, but we have never known any
cartridges to ignite in the box, exoept the one or two that were purposely
exploded. We know that it is possible to ignite s cartridge in n keeper's
but we can say that out of considerable experience we have mever
known or heard of it being done; and if it ocourred it would be impossible to
get an accident of greater magaitude than the ignition of one cartridge, and
report like & squib.  So much for the danger of carriage, &o, and there only
remains the gentleman who, in his excitement put in the cartridge with the
Ein downwards, and exploded it whilst shutting up the gun. o not
b

there, as it would

now exactly how he did it, as we have taken some pains to do it ourselves

y way of illustration, without succeeding. He must be rather a dangerous

companion, and arties may congratulate themselves that he did not
shoot any of them. Taking everything into consideration, the gun and
oartridge combined are about the safest and best system extant. @ guD is

unquestionably the lightest and strongest of all the breech-loading systems,
and, taking everything into account, probably the safest. Wi assure
those who are possessed of good guus of this desoription, that they may rest
satisfied with them for a time at least. There are two +ides to most things,
and we have all 4 right to our opiniona, but it i3 always questionable policy
to uphold one thing by unjust depreciation of the other. We have for our
own use many breeoh-loaders using the pin-cartridge, equally good, that have
seen u great deal of service—we will give an outline of ove of them, It has been
shot with three seasons, and has fired some thousands of shots, say 4000 or
5000, charge, 3dra. powder, 1joz. shot; the misfires during the time from
evurf cause have not amounted to more than two or three ; it has been used.
in all weathers, and never required a loading-rod or extractor to remove a
discharged ease, and has never been to the gunsmith once for any repairs
whilst the joints are a3 close s when mew; it is 8 12-gauge gun, weighin
6lb, 120z, We doubt whether auiy central lem ot give an e%nll R
\appy to send it, if desired, to s FELD

account of itself, We
office, to be inspected by any one who has been ueing such
dennrlheﬂn!g your correspondent. With regard to the central-ire gun, we
do not consider it necessary to point out its wenk places : lot it stind upon
its merils, It has many excellent pointe, and may eventually come into con-
glderable usa; but although well kKnown, and open to the world in a. variety
«of forms for the last ten or twelve years, it has not made much way. Doubt=
lees many fmmakun will make guns upon thia system in the course of next
wason, and amongst them we may have improvements that will leave
nothing to be desired —~ELEY BRoTHERS.

—— Lam in the habit of selling from two to three hundred thousand pin-
cartridges every year, and have constuntly the opportunity of seeing those
noblemen and gentlemen who use them, and [ have not heurd from them of
any of those numerous and terrible casualtics which Mr Haus Busk attributes
1o the pinscartridge, and which he says have come within his own individual
experience, in addition to others he has . I cannot, therefore, but
EXprees iy Yery great surprise at this sudden diecovery of his; n eurprieq
which is participated in by numerous customers of niine, who have called on
me expressly singe the publication of his lefter in The Fieup. Like most
sanguine persons writing on behalf of a favourite system, Mr Hans Busk has
been led far away beyond the bounds of discretion, He veniures (o nssel
that * n-cartridge is like alonded gun st full cock with u finger on the

The few acoidents which have happened to the Lefaucheux,
e thirty years in Franoeand twelve years in England, afford such &
sufficlent and satiefactory reply (o (his extravagant statcment, that it is supers
fluous for me to give my direst and formal contradiction toif. Al the other
statements are of similar calibre. Weare told of a cartridge adhering 6o ti rmlr
to the inside of the barrel, that it cannot be extracted wi #0 much loss

uns us those

(hing definite has been arrived at touching t
By true ecomomy, I do not mean screwing down the coat to the lowest

ossible point, but paying for first-rate workmanship in essentials only.

‘he fault T have to find with Eley's first-class cartridges is that they are too
200d. The paper tubes are so ulronglé made that they bear relonding twice.
I think this can hardly be denied, Consequently a eportsman must either
pick up and pocket his discharged cases as he murches through a covert, or
else for every thousand new cases which he throws down or does not retrieve
he wantonly sacrifices 6. sterling—as deliberate & throwing away of mouey
as I can conceive. It would be infinitely more satisfactory to change them

nd.

of time thut & whole shooting party is stopped for several minutes. None but
& th

the most perk d could ncer) « In the first r!ne. good
pin-cartridges very seldom stick, and if it does ocour the diflioulty i Instantly
obyinted by the use of the “exiractor.”” I the entire cartridge ndheres,
one gide of the extractor, which i3 made to fit the pin, will, If properly
used, instantly remove the cartridge in the event of the cartridge bein,
broken (a cireumstance whish rarely oceurs, and only can arise
management), then the other side of the ¢xtractor, which has two teeth,
will, if properly spplied, instanily remove aay purt of the eartridge whi
may remain, I bave had no complaints of braken eartridges from my
of hundreds of thousands; L therefore canuot

into penny-pieces, and have the pleasure of skimming the irlm .
The great desideratum, therefore, for all gunners, whether poor orrich, is &
cartridge-case that will not bear relo be eupplied at
a much cheaper rate than 60s. a-thousand, whileat the same time the pin and
cap must be of first-rate materials, For sportsmen in India, the cartridges
should=be just as they are, because there, when shooting, one can always
have a man in close attendance who will }_1: up the emptf? cases ns fast

they are thrown down, and eat deal of expense in earriage and trouble
in procuring the cartridzes will be saved by having such as will relond twice.
I wisgh * Ramrod " would kindly state where he gets the French cnses at
30a. per E!““'“"“- which he has used with only a eingle misfire, aud thereby

About three o'clock in the afternoon of the day an open
carriage, drawn by two white horses, whose sides wero painted with
the native idea of gorgeous birds, with paradisical tails, &c., and sent for
our accommodation by the guicowar, arrived at our bungalows, and as
the cene of contention was abont three or four miles off, and punctuality
was generally observed, we made a start of it at once. On the road
through the town the natives seemed mostly to be dressed in their best,
and on one or two occasions we came upon * swells” mounted upon their

y caparisoned and scrapulously protected from
the sun by immense borne by 4 most fally
observed mark of nobility. Just before arriviog at our destination we
saw & large crowd, as it seemed, of men coming towards us on foot at a
Jjog trot, and making a most infernal row. On nearer approach, how-
ever, it turned out to be the guicowar himself, surrounded by his rather
extraordinary body guard, armed chiefly with swords, but preserving no
sort of order among themselves, althongh they managed to keep the road
clear for the royal palanquin and its occupant, who was a rather young-
looking man of about fve-and-thirty, very plainly dressed in white,
and, as far as | could ses, withont any of the usual profuse native orna-
mental jewellery. His progress along the crowded strests was attended
by reverential salaams, and reminded me very forcibly of a field of ripe
hay violently disturbed by a sudden gust of wind. As soon as he had
passed we dropped in his rear, and in & few minates more had accom-
plished our journey.

Descending from the carriage, we mounted some steps, at the top of
which stood the Prime Minister, who, as we reached him, extended his
hand English-fashion, which we, Knglish-fashion, gave a hearty shake;
and then, being unfortunately not particularly well up in the language
of tha country, exchanged & few dumb but doubtlessly expressive signs
of mutuel satisfaction, and, preceded by a guide through a few dark
rooms and down two or three invisible steps—of course just as one least
expected them —emerged into the private balcony of the guicowar. A
very fine sight here awaited us; all along the other three sides of the
theatre, which was a large enclosed rectangular space of about 200 b
100 yards, were crowded some thousands of natives, sitting on the wall
or the banks above; their head-dresses were composed of all the colours
of the rainbow, looking, indeed, very much like a large and gaudy
mosaic, but withal exceedingly picturesque. Within the inclosure were
grouped somewhers about 80 or 100 men, partially stripped and almost
entirely armed with long bamboo-shaftad spears. Thess athlstes kept
walking about underneath our balcony, brandishing their spears and
showing their musecle, until the tims for the commencement of the fun
arrived, evidently under the impression that hiding their lights under
bushels formed no part of their duty.

The first feat to be performed was the baiting of an elephant, which,
beiog in a state of “must,” is naturally excessively savage and blood-

ANSWERS.

SHOOTING BOOTS—HOW TO TIE LEATHER LACES.—Seeing
in THE FIELD of Dec. 31 an application from " Eothen ™ how to seoure the
laces of shootirg boots, I beg to forward the following :—Tie the laces in a
gingle bow (that is, 2 bow with one loop only): you will then have a loop
nm{tna enda; take one (the one which is not the string forming the loop)
and put it through the loop as though threading & needle, tien pull the other
end, and you will pull the loop tight down on it. I have found this s good
koot.—CAVALIER. -

ACCIDENTS WITH PIN-CARTRIDGES,—A short time since a pin-
board, aud alighting on a briok floor
A little girl was within three feet of it
Out of ¢

went off with a tremendous bang.
the shot flew about her legs, but did nothurt her in the least.
barrel I look upon breecu-loader cartridges as harmle:
for it a man's jacket éhiould be set on fire by one, he oan take it off. But
the barrel, when the breech was not closed, an explosion I can ensily under-
stand might bave a very (if mot positively effeot ; but
after all, T look upon a breech-loader as a very far safer gun than o muzales
loader,—BOGTROTTER.

—— In answer to E., about accidents with breech-loaders, I had, on the
18t of September, one of exactly the same nature as mentioned by him,
In !hnﬂ.lnﬁup my gun (a eliding breech-loader) the cartridge exploded ; where

know it, but the copper end went through the brim of my hard
and the explosion altogetiier made my ear sing for several daye. I had
ghot with it for three years before, and hundreds of times since, The
cartridge was not French, but an English-made one, by Snow (Norfolk), the
maker of the gun, viz.—gauge 12, l0z. No. 7 shot, 3drs. powder ; B. cases.
never in three years had but one misfire —T. P. D.

— Mr Hans Busk gives a list of the supposed dangers of pin-cartridges,
most of which I certainly think very exceptional, at all events Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4,
may be considered as such. Many men of great experience have assured me
that they have only heard of one or two cases of exglollnn by dropping
the ground (No. 1), while many have never known it hap) at |H. T
explosion of u supply of spare ammunition (No. 2) on the back of a keeper
who happened to fail, is 80 extremely exceptional that T must, in my o\
‘mind, put it entirely on one side, The omission to insert the pin in its proper
nick (No. 3) can hardly be put down to anything but carelessness, and when
such i3 the case, the fault cannot fairly be faid to the pin. The moment of
time required to plice the eartridge properly, could not possibly delay even
the guickest shooting. Noa 4 and 5 are go entirely acoidental that they
cannot really be considered as injaring the reputation of the pin-cartridge.
The Daw curiridges, I understand, stick quite a8 muelh as the pin ditto, and
have not even the advantage of the pin by which to extract them. I should
a8 much dislike carrying the Daw cartridges in my pocket ns I should
the others. There ia nothing like ventilating 2 subject, however, and I hope
W:‘u more experienced sportsman than mygelf will give their ideas on
subject.

—— We are generally content to be observers of the discussions that take
place from time to time fn your columns. 08t of the remarks made snd
grievances delailed sre the result of the practical experience of the writers,
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refrain from aguin expressing my surprise that so mnn{ mirfortunes of
this class should have exclusively ocourred to Mr Hans Busk an
his friends, sole object in addreesing these few remurks to the
sporting public through your columns is to cxonerate the Lefauchenx
principle " from the numerous charges which have been brought
ngainst it, and which in the opinion of myself, and of numerous
customers  who
Busk’s letter, are rather of an imaginary oharacter, than Auch
be relied on for the guidance of pragtical sportamen. hen
which has been thoroughly tried and is high In favour, is vicle:
and when exirayagant charges are brought against it, and at th « time
& new plan s highly commended with il the favour of parental friendehi
& suspicion of interested partiality always justly attaches itself to the
individual who engages in this endéavour. 1 have the conviction that the
pin-cartridge gun will still meintain its enviuble position in epite of all
assailants—J, LANG (Cookspur-street, London.)
BREECH-LOADERS.—I must thank J. H. for his information respeoting
a cheap lookfast, and must at the same time admit that there is no doubt
whatsoever but that Thomson, or other mukers, can turn out quite as good &
gun as the patentee himself, I heard a gontleman tell him thut he had been
offered a firsi-elass lockfast for 250; but to that Mr Dougall replied that he
would not answer for ita safety or good workmanship, that it might disap=
oint, and, in fact, that it not to be trusted, However, If such
Greener, Thoms s oan give us a good, eound gun for from
171 to 251, with it would not be very surprising If &
lockfast could be made for the latter sum, nor cught there to be much fear
nbout ita eafety or good workmans |g. o espondent, * Broadoast,”
Iam glad to see, mentions Greener's breeah-loaders, and, while giving them
all the praise I believe they deasrve, says that he never fiuds the eartridges
stick. 1fthey ever do, the most simple instrument I know of is the ordinary
cartridge-drawer used 5. I lave continuonsly seen it u
when shooting in Germany, and have admired it g0 much for its simplicity
and great leverage, that I sliall have some made to pattern—JAGER.
n Tee Fieup of Dee 10,
ager of half-a-crown a shot
gure of a grouse in such & way
at gixty yards I bave been trying a fe
[ n order to see what might bé made of such an offer, and the
opinion I have formed is, that if * Woodcock " las what I call a good gun,
he would decidedly have the best of the bargain, Of course, much would
depend on the drawing of the bird, and there might be two opinions as to
the figure being vitally struck. T have a pattern of a fiying bird,
considerably smaller than Eronll. at which I fired twelve shots at sixty
yards, and it onee, putting in from one to four ‘Mllm Three guns
ere used, a 12 breech-loads and two 14 il di With the
heaviest (741b,) I used 3dra. of powder, and with the lightest (6ib. 100z.)
24drs,, 140z No. 5 shot in emch. With regard to testing gung, I must
confess that I would rather witness an experiment, than take a statement
from anybody. This being o, I cannot expect s merc statement to be
sccepted from me, especislly g I have an interest in making my Euu
appear better than they are. If the above sliols are considercd anything
extra, I am ready to repeat them in the presence of any
takes au interest in the matter, The charging of the gun is an important
matter. Give me leave to charge how I like, and I will make & better show
than the above. To simply hit the figure of a bird, the mnﬁmen!ﬂ
Wt with powder and heavy with I

est to. light wi Dbut a8 each
pellet s nup&md 1o be driven with sush foroe as to kill a is on!
fals see that there is neither more ahiot norhleEl

have called on me ginoe the publication of Mr Hans
oan

entlemun who

ird, 1t
powder {lan what
‘orm_your. correspondent * High Flms' that there are
wbeone in the trade now. The last of them retired, I think,
about 1851, —AN ENGLISHE GUNMAKER (Glasgow).

* An [nistanca of this accurred two or theee months since. A gl case was thrown
down it & rilway stuion, and one of the cartddges packed therem did explude,
but without fgn tng th am b




