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A decade of conservation:

The Rhino Foundation for nature in NE India, 1994 - 2004

. Hoirity Chi

he Rhino Foundation for Nature in

North East India, a leading non-

governmental onganisation (NGO) of
the country continued its conservation
activities. The Foundation has completed 10
years of existence (founded in 1994) and
during this decade this NGO has worked for
the conservation of wildlife in north-east
India. The organisation stuck to its objective
of maintaining sustainable use of natural
rescurces for a healthy development of
future generations. The Foundation
continued its appeal for support for this
important cause from all concerned.

Projects
The projects undertaken and completed
since its inception were explained and listed

in details in the previous issues of this
newsletter (No.3, June 2001; pp. 1-5. Ne.4, June
2002, pp. 1-4; Ne.5, June 2003; pp. 1-4) and arc
also summarised herz in Table 1. During the
last year, the Rhino Foundation had undertaken
conservation projects in the protected areas
and their fringes in Assam and a survey project
in Arunachal Pradesh. Elsewhere in the region,
the nerwork, which was established with other
NGOs as well as povernmental agencies, has
been maintained through regular contact.

Treatment of patrolling elephants in

the protected areas

One of the main projects that are nearing
completicn was veterinary care for the
patrolling elephants of different protected areas
of Assam. It was supported by US Fish & Wild-

Table 1: Major Projects completed/ongoing
SiNo.| Name | Wear | . :
i Field stafl equipment | 1995-36 Funding: Own sources, Completad,
2. Eco-development 1995-36 Funding: Own sources. Completad.
3. Aepalring of wreless, Reward, eic 1995-36 Funding: Own sources. Completad.
4 Forest Guard Equipmant 199738 With suppart from Rhino & Tiger Consarvation Fund (RTCF)
of United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS).
Completed.
5. Poet-flood emergency assistance | 1008 Supported by Rhino Rascue Trust, UK. Completad.
6. Aid fo Kaziranga (repairing of 1998 Suppored by WWF-Tiger Consarvation
countrybcats) Programme (TCP). Compleled.
T. Wireless Systems 1998-2001 | With support from ATCF of USFWS. Completed.
8. Motorcycles 1999-2000 | Supported by Fauna & Flora Intemational, UK. Completed
8. Support to Orang national pars 1999-2001 | Suppored by WWF-Tiger Conservation Programme (TCP),
Completed.
10. Support to Mamen rational park 1999-2001 | Supported by WWF-TCP. Completad.
11, Veterinary camp for patrolling 200102 With support from Assan Elephent Conservation Fund
elephants (AECF) of USFWS. Neering comgletion.
12 Sunvey of birds and mammals of £002-25 Supported by Ministry of Ervironment & Ferests,
Dibeng-Dihang Biospherz Reserve Govemmen! of Irdia. Ongong.
13. Anti-poaching support to 2004)5 | With support from Assan Elephant Conservation Furd
Nongkhyliem sanctuary, Meghalaya (AEGF) of USFWS. To start soon.




Table 2: Veterinary C

are Camps for Patrol Elephants

L3

...‘I‘_._;I_. :‘l"'

e Ty & e KT '_:.,_‘._r!u}-_,]._;-'ﬁl? -~ Tn
2001-02
Manas natonal park 3-5 February 2002 26
Mameri national park 16-21 Jonuary 2002 13*
_Orang national park 5-7 January 2002 13
Pabitora wildiife sanchuany 29-30 Cecenber 2001 T
Total 4 !5”
2002-03
national 2 February and 1-2 March 2003 [ N]
Manas natonal park 29-30 March 2003 20
Hamer nanonal park 1315 July 2002; 22-2¢ February 2003 11, 12
Orang natisnal park 1618 June 2002 15
Pabitora wildiife sanctuary 26-26 2002 T
Total 7 79
2003-04
- Kapiesnge netionat park 20.21 July; *6-17 August: 1-2 and 14-16 Noveriber2003 | 31,34,4628 |
Manas nasonal park 28-29 Juna and 25-26 Ocicber 2003 7. 4
Mameri nationa park 3 May 2003 12
Ovang national park 1 May 2003; 24-26 January and 21-22 February 2004 18,14, 7
Pabitora wildlife sanctuary | 26-27 April, B June and 6 September 2003 7.6.3
_Total 12 232
GRAND TOTAL 23 370

life Service under its Asian Elephant
Conservation Fund. Although the project
was meant for one vear only, it continsed
for four years. The camps unganised so fac
and other details are given in Tahle 2. Since
further support for this important project
has not been received, it will end by 2004.
The patrol elephants are  essenual  for
pr\nrrr'rt'ﬂ ArEAs H.'I.'Il.".l'l as K‘Zimngﬂ. Mmﬁ,
Nameri, Orang and Pabirora. They not only
provide the Forest Guards a vantage
position but can also take them anywhere in
the park. These elephants have become very
effective against the poschers in tall
grassland habitat. The veterinanians who
had participated in the camp: were
members of Early Birds, a Guwahari-based
NGO with experience of similar activities
and individual experrs such as Dr
K.K.5harma for spedalised treatment.

Survey of birds and mammails in
Dibang-Dihang Biosphere Reserve

Due 1o non-release of second instalment, this
survey could not be done throughout the
winter. A brcf survey was donc in Dibang
Valey and Upper Dibang Valley districts in
Arunachal Pradesh in March 2004. The main
focus of this survey was documenmaton of
birds and mammals of this poorly krown
biosphere reserve. The most important find of
this bref fieldwork was the record of the
recently discovered leaf muntjac Mumtracus
putooensis. Dibang Valley is a new site for this
species, which is also the nomthemmost in its
range (also see ‘Brefly’). Takin Budorcar
taxacolor, Sclater's Monal selateri and
Dark-throated Thrush Tundwr mficollic (on
passage) were also recorded. The survey was
interrupted by heavy rain  followed by
landslices,
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Ranger Mr L. Ramchiary on patral in Bhuyanpara,
Manas na*.anal park with motorcycle prcvided by the
Rhino Foundation.  Photo: Anwaruddin Choudhury

Manas - World Heritage Site in
danger

The Rhino Foundation has donated a
motorcycle to this famous national park for
use by the Ranger of Bhuyanpara Range. Till
now, this hyke remains the only mode of
transportation in this remote range of Manas
national park. Pigmy hog Sws salanins, tiger
Pantbera  tigris, clouded leopand  Neoklis
nebulosa, Asiatic or Himalayan black bear
Urrus thibetanes, elephant Ekpbas maxamus,
gaur Bos gawrns, wild water buffalo Bubalus
arnee and  DBengal Flodcan  Hosbaresis
benpalensis still occur in Bhuyanpara Rarge,
which also includes Koklabari area. A couple
of stray rhinoceros Rhinceeros amicormis were
also reported.

Book release

Mark Shand, the well known Brnsh author
had iclcased a book cnoded “Binds of
Kagirasga: a checkdsf, written and illustrated
by the honorary Chief Executive (C.E.) and
published by the Rhino Foundation durng
the Elcphant festival at Kasiranga on 1
February 2004, Pradvat Bordoloi, Assam’s

Minster for Environment & Forest and late
Indira Miri, noted Etteratevr and wife of one
of the pioneer Forest Officers of Kaziranga,
late Mahi Miri were also present.

New wildlife sanctuaries in Assam

Three new wildlife sanctuaries have been
aotified in Assam in June 2004. All these were
mitially surveyed and propused by the
honorary CE. of the Rhino Foundanon in
1980s.

AMCHANG wildlife sancrary, 79 km?, is
located newr Guwahat, the capiml city of
Assam. This area was recommended for the
first time for protection of its isolated elephant
popalation in 1985 and then for its gaur and
proximity to Guwahad city (sce Newsletter of the
Rbira Foundation No. 4).

BARAIL wildlife sanctuary, 326 km?, is
located in Cachar district of southern Assam.
This arca was recommendced for protection of
its overall biodiversity with special focus on
primates in 1988 and 1989. Seven species of
primates are found. Among threatened birds,
there are Rufous-necked Hornbill .Awres
nipalensis and Beautiful Nuthatch Sitta formosa.

DIHING-PATKAI wildlife sanctuary, 111 km?,
is located 1n Tinsukia and Dibrugarh districts
of eastern Assam. This area wae recommended
for protection of its primates in 1989 and for
significant population of White-winged Wood
Duck Carrmna sextwlata in 1996. The well-known
rainforests of Upper Dihing and Joypur forms
part of this sanctuary.

Anunachal Pradesh
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Table 2: Poaching of Rhinoceros in key P.A.s since 1988 compared to 1990, 1992 1993

| Kaziranga NP 34 48 40 B “ 4 ] 4 0 1
| Orang NP 0o | 2 1 2 | 7 | 8 | 1 0 0o | o
Fabitoa WS 2 3 4 4 L] 2 0 1 2 1

TOTAL 38 | 53 | 48 24 17 14 9 5 2 2

* up 1o 30 November 2004; some poaching did take place elsewhere, .., 4 in 2003 and 2 ir 2004,

Other activities

Other acuvities included mamntenance of a
of mmformers around the key
pnlh:fl:m.l areas. These informers, who may

network

never get open recognition, have pl::.'t:d an
important role in  checking poaching,
especially of rhinoceros. This along with
continued governmental effort as well as
input NGOs  had
excellent results. The poaching figures of
rhinoceros in Orang and Kaziranga national
parks and Pabitora sancruary indicate the
scenario (Table 3).

Appendix 1 and 2 list some of the main
items donated and also construction works
by this foundation for a quick reference.

from other nelced

Assam Forest Policy

The government of Assam has accepred
with snme mndificanions the State Forest
Policy, which was drafted by a comminee
that included the honorary Chief Executive
(CE.) of this foundston. The committec
was headed by Dr Anil Goswami.

Networking

The foundation has maintained its ret-
work with different governmental agencies,
MNGOs and individuals across the NE India
as well as outside. Moreover, the foundaton
has also maintined links with its network of
informers in different parts of the region.

Awareness, motivation, etc.

The hororary CE. had delivered a number
ot popular talks with shde-shows and also
Eliﬂfrjl]u'cd rI'I{.' nf'l"thl;"lﬁr,
Informal meetings with villagers as part of
awareness campaign were also held in some

'I'.|‘l'15 ters Aacrohs

remote areas such as Hunli in Arunachal
Pradesh, and Tuensang, Noklak, Baghty,
Chongtongya, Khonoma, Poilwa ard Pangsha
in Nagaland A bocoklet entitled A pocker guide
o the birdy of (N apaland was released by the Head
Gaon Burha of Kohima in February 2004,

Meetings, workshops, etc.

The honorary C.E. had partcipated in the
World Parks Congress at Durban, in Republic
of Sowth Africa in September 2003, In
Febraary 2004, he attended a summuir meenng
on vulmres at Kathmandu. In March 2004, he
visited Andamans as a member of an ‘Expert
Commirnee” on domestic elephants set up by

the Ministry of Environment &

Forests,
Government of India In April 2004, he
participated in the International Galliform
Symposum held 2t Dehm Dun where he
presented a status report on the glliformes of
NE Indma.

Awareness drive: the honorary C.E. lalking to a Chang
Naga villager at Tuensang village, Nagalend.
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Census of Wild buffalo

The honorary C. E. had participated in a
census operaton for the endangered wild
water buffalo in Manas nadonal park in
March 2004,

Repairing of equipments

The tollowing items vital for ant-poaching
activities in Pabitora wildlife sanctuary were
repaired: motorcycle (1), wireless hand sets
(8), adaptor (5) and battery charger (3).

Newsletter No. 6.

Like previous issues, this issue has also
maintained high standard with a number of
disunguished contributors from India and
abroad, who are well known in
respective field of activities.

their

T'h-: Tmatees of thc Rl'um:r Fﬂmdnnon
for their continuing support. The US Fish
& Wildlife Service and the Ministry of
Environment & Forests, Government of
India for their suppom, which enabled
project activities in the field.

We are grateful to David Fergusson, Fred
Bagley and Carl Stromeyer of US Fish &
Wildlife Service; Bob Risebrough (expert on
vulture diseasc); 5. S. Bist, Direcior, Project
Elephant, Government of India; and
SS5Samant of GB.Pant Insutute of
Himalayan Environment & Development.

The support and assistance of the following

are also gratefully acknowledged: in Arcam,
Pradyut Bordoloi, Minister of Environment &
Forest; L. Rynjah and P. P. Varma, Princpal
Secretaries, Forest; S. Doley, PCCF; M. C,
Malakar, CCF (wildhife); Chohan Doley and
Ms Jun Phukan, both Addl. Depury
Commussioners; N. Vasu, Director of
Kaziranga; A. Rabla, Director of Manas, R K.
Das, H. P. Phukan, 5. Momin (all DFOs);
Dharanidhar Boro, Mngen Barua, M. Brahma,
L. K. Ramchiary (all Range Officers) and other
smff. In Armnecbal Prudesd, we thank 5. N.
Kalta and 5. K. Raha, both CCF (wildlife).

For their continued support, we thank: in
Agsam, Anil Goswami of WWF, Hikul
Goswami of Green Heritage, Moloy Baruah of
Eardy Birds, Bibhab Talukdar, Firoz Ahmed,
Rathin Barman and Bibhut Lahkar of
Aamnyak, Kulojyoti Lahkar, Bhargav Das of
Green Socicty, Tridib Phukan, H. P. Agarwala
and Aml Borgohiin (last three of Assam
Bhoreli Angler's Association), Joynal Abedin
of Dibru-Saikhowa Wildlife Socety, Lutfur
Rahman and others of Assam Co; : in
Nagaland, Neisatuo Keditsu, Tsile Sakhire,
Tsangchingla Imlong, H. Shou, Khekiho Sohe,
and Thomas Ken: of Nagaland, latre Abdul
Rashid of Orang, Montu Nath, Dilwar Husain,
and Belinda Wright of Wildlife Protection
Sodiety of India, New Delhi.

Lastly, the small saff of the Rainu
Foundation based at Guwahati and Kaolkata
whose unuring efforts ensured that the works
are being completed with success.

Appendix 1: Donation and construction of some major items since 1995

I

| Kazirange NP = = = = = 5
Mamert NP 1 |- - 1 27 km - - - - -
Orang NP 2 2 5 4 3 16 10 8 -
Pabilors WS 2 - - - 2 9 5 5 a

| Manas NP 1 = .. - = o = . :
TOTAL T 2 5 5 27 km 5 24 15 13 ]

AP Camp= construction of anti-poaching camp; P. Fath= lying of patrolling path; TL= tarpaulin (50'x12' sheats),
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Appendix 2: Donation of some other items since 1995

 Protected Ares ST ‘“,;ﬂﬁﬂ o : 1 13
Bamadi WS e - - - - - 4 - - = = i -
Burhachapori WS 90 80 e 80 30 5 | - = . — c 5
Dibru-Saikhowa NP = = =] = 25 = § | - £ il = E: i
Kaziranga NP 800 550 = = 1080 250 171 50 130 - 4187 = =
Lackhowa W5 60 B0 =] = 60| 30 5 | - = g = 5 =
Manas NP 300 | %00 | = | - | 3w {90 |20 }~-]-]-] - ]=|~=
Mameri NP = = =] = ]l11 ] - 5 | - = " o = =

| Orang NP 100 | 00 | o0 | oo | 300 | 8O | 28 | ~ = |7 - a 3
Patitora WS 165 | 00 | ~ | - | 183 | 60 | 30 |13 | 25 | 4 |102| 3 @ -

TOTAL 1515 | 1200 | 90 | 90 | 2159 | 520 | 266 ( 63 | 155 | 75 | 5289 | 6 3

1= mincoat; #= warm |ersey; 3=jacket 4=uniform (pairs); 5= huntingboot (pairs), = haversack; 7= drnking water-filler;
8= water-filter candle; 9= humicane laniern; 10= torchight; 11= torch battery; 12= wireless antennae; 13= exira wireless
battery. * = shared batweaen Mamer and Burhachapodi; Fire-crackers werz also donated to Pabitora for anti-depredation.

G e

the foundsr Chief Executive (C.E), and R. Adige, K. S.
David, R. L. Fikhye and M. P. S. Sichu as the founder

slating flood. The 2issue of Mewsletter published.
1999. Provided new wireless sets to Orang and Pabitora.
The government of Assam notified Bherjan-Borajen-
Podumoni Wildiife Sanctuary, the proposal for whch
was published by the Foundation.

2000. Four antipoaching camps constructed in Orang.
Motorcycles donated to Orang and Pabitora.

2001. Inducted as member of the Indian Board for Wild
Life, the highest bedy in the country, chaired by the
Pime Minister. Provided motorcycles to Nameri and
Kaziranga. The 3 issue cf Newslefler published.
2002. Petitioned befcre the Minitry of Road Transport &
Highways, govt of India for permanent rumble strips
near 1o reduce deah of animals. The Minisiry
vide its lefler No. NH-12037/50/2002-AS/MNH-10 dated
May 27, 2002 agreed. The 4™ issue of Newslettor
published. Vetednary care camps for patrol elephants.
Faunal survey in Dibang-Dihang bicsphere reserve,
Aunachal Pradesh. The honorary G. E joined Environ-
ment & Forest dspanment, Assam as Joinl Secretary.
2003. The veterinary care for patrol alephants and fau
survey in Dibang-Dihang in Arunacha Pradesh conti-
nued. The 5" Issue of Newslefter published. The
govermment of Assam ndfified a new wildlife sanctuary,
Nambor-Deigrung, identfied as potential site and then
proposad In 1980s by the honarary C. E.

2004. The govamment of Assam notified three new
widlife sanctuaries, Amchang, Barail and Dihing-
Pathai, identified as potential sites and ten proposed in
1980s by the honorary C. E. A conservation project (anti-
poaching support) in Nongkhyllem wildife sanctuary in
Meghalaya initiated.




