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GENERAL. 533

sissoo  (Sisham); Salmalia malabericum (semal); Adina cordifolia
(karam); Albizzia procera (safed siris); Engenia jambolena (jamun)
are found. :

Cane Forest.—Cane (Calamus tenuis) occurs in damp areas in
patches along almost all the nalas of Madanpur range, such as Bohua,
Baljora, Chamania, Pathlawa, etc.,, and in a small patch in Bisahia
nala near Hathimalkhanta in Gonauli range. It also occurs in damp
areas in Udaipur forest towards its southern portion. The tree
species in the area are jamun (Engenia jambolena); semal (Salmolia
malaberica); khair (Acacia catechu); rohini (Mallotus philippinansis);
satsal (Dalbergia latifolia); wilore (Trewia audiflora).

Grassy Blanks—Vast stretches of grassy blanks occur in the bed
of the Great Gandak and in the old abandoned sites of cultivation
and habitation near the villages, Gonauli and Kotraha.

The common grasses are Saccharum munja (munj); Saccharum
spontaneum  (kans); Typha elephantina (pater or hugls); Davi
pharagmitis karta (narkaf) which occur in nalas where water

accumulates and also in Sareya-Mon.

Swamps.—A typical swampy area occurs along the Rahua nala in
Madanpur range. It is a low level marsh almest devoid of drainage,
The area is recorded to be 860 acres in extent and is in the process
of natural reclamation. The species naturally occurring there are
Salix tetrosperma (bainsa); Bischofia javanica (arang); Eugenia
jambolena (jamun); Barringtonia acutangula (fzzar); Dalbergia
sisson  (sisham); Acacia catechu (khair); and Salmalia malabarica
(semal},

Various water plants exist in the lake Sareya-Mon of botanical

interest submerged in deep water.

Bamboo Forest.—Bamboosa arundinacea is found along upper
reaches of Saktihari, Harra in Naurangia block of Ex-Ramnagar estate
forest and near Nardebi Asthan of Ex-Bettiah estate forest at the site
where, according to a legendary, the fort of Allha Ruddal, a chieftain,
existed. The bamboo 1s of thomny variety and is not of much use.

Jhaw (Tamarix Forest)—Jhaw (Tamarix) occurs along the banks
of Gandak and is found in pure patches to the south of Narshai island
and Rajhawa, Jajhi and Mangalpur Retas,

FAUNA.

The wild animals available in the forests of the district are tiger,
leopard, panther (Panthera pardus), black-bear (Ursus torquatus),
wild dog, wild pig, barking deer (Mutiacus muntjak), nilgati, wild
buffaloes (Babalus bubalis), black-buck, wild cows and oxen, monkeys
(both red and black faced), wolf (Camnis pallipes), hyaena {Hyaena
hyaena), four-homed antepole, wildgoats, sambkar (Rusa unicolor),
chittal {Axis axis), bison (Bibos ganrus), hog-deer, wild cat.
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The rthine (Rhineceros unicornis) also makes stray appearances
in the forests of Madanpur range fromn the neighbouring Nepal
State. A solitary thino is often met with in Rampur Madanpur
Forest, Balganzwa forest and the Hathimalkhanta forest.

The specimens that are fast disappearing are hyaena, black-buck,
[our-horned decr, wild-goats and elephant {Elephas maximus), The
last thinoceros in Champaran district was heard of about a decade
back. '

The jungle abounds in varipus kinds of moths, caterpillars and
butterflies.

AVIFAUNA.

It would appear from the previous description that Champaran
has forest as 'n*cllpns ficlds, hills as well as marshes and is situated on
the border of the Indo-Gangetic and Himalayan regions. Its
avi-fauna is varied and interesting but so little work has been done
on this district that the bird population has to be inferred from the
systematic list given in the Darbhanga Gazetteer. The birds men-
tioned in Champaran's own systematic list are those birds which have
been definitely recorded from the district and Trom its size it is

apparent that only a small part of the bird population has been
recorded.

The most interesting birds of Champaran are the amazonian
species of the threetoed quails and two of the migrant wadets.
Normally in the bird world, in India or elsewhere, the males are
bigger and more gorgeously plumaged. The smaller and inconspi-
cuous female accepts suit, sits on the clutch of egps and hatches it.
Since it has not to fight for territory or to win a mate, its smaller size
and duller colouring is not a handicap while on the nest the
inconspicuousness of the female has a protective function. It cannot

be spotted and attacked by enemies casilv and, therefore, the nest
is not discovered nor destroyed.

With the amazonian species all this is reversed. The female is
bigger, more gorgeously plumaged; it fights for its territory and for

its mate, is polyandrous and does not sit on the nest, The males
do that.

The bustard<quail (Tumix suscitator), the button quail (Turnix
tanki), and the little button quail {Turnix sylvatica} are the three
amazonian species resident in India.  These are all three-toed quails
and threetoed quails with similar habits are also found in Australia
and Africa. Apart from them the only other amazonian species in
the world are the red-necked and grey phalaropes, two waders which
are winter visitors to Champaran and other districts of North DBihar
antl are called i in Hindi. These twa waders breed near the

Arctic Circle and so the pugnacious Temales are not seen by us nor
do we sec them in their brecding plumage,
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gold, and 1t 15 a common sight to see gold washers working at curious
Little dams of land in the heds of both streams ™

Much of the sylvan beauty of Tribem: ghat has dusappeared in
the last two decades The jungles near about Tribemi ghat used to
attract vhinoceros, and bisons only some years before Man's
hunger has cleared jungles and brought lands on the margn under
the picmﬁh. The jhis near about Trnbem ghat and the bed of
Sone used to be visited by thousand of birds in the winter season
Due to mdiscriminate shooting, drying up of the niver bed, dis
appearance of all the chaurs meaning loss or protection and natural

environs for the avifauna we do not get even a fraction of the visitors
now

Tribent ghat—By a head sluice on niver Gandal. at Bhamnsalotan
the surface water of Gandal tner 1s diverted through channel for
nrigation  There had been a proposal for throwing a weir across
{amcut) the Gandal and take much more volume of water Nepal
owns half of the river Gandikh  The proposal has been renewed
Gandak Project There will be a subsidiary canal on both sides of
the rver  One set of channels will run through Nepal on the other
side of the niver MNepal has agreed to the Gandak Project whach has
now bren taken up

TURKAULIA —It has been described in the last District
Gazetteer as follows  * Which was one of the largest indigo concerns
i the district, 15 now a Bettiah Raj) arcle A deed of July 12
1816 records the purchase of Twmlaulia by Mathew Moran and
Henry Hill from William Wood, indigo planter of Mirzapur The
factory remained in the possession of the Hill fanuly for ever a
hundred years, eg, unttl it was sold to the Bettiah Ray in 1927 a8 "
Turkaulia has since vested 1n the State of Bihar due to the abolition
of zamindar and the vesting of the parent estate of Dettiah  The
population of Turkaulia according to 1951 census 1s 4,430 Therc
15 1 combined Post and Telegraph Office and a Lower Primary,
Urdu Lower Primary, Middle and High Schools It 15 the head-
quarters of a Community Development Block,
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