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Ian Player entitled "The White Rhino Saga", William Collins Sons & 
Co Ltd, London, 1972. 

Relocation has been urged by Nick Steele, Director, KwaZulu 
Bureau of Natural Resources, in a report rendered by him dated 6 
October 1992 following an extensive visitation to the areas of 
Zimbabwe involved. Mr Steele is the Chairman of the African based 
Rhino Management Group Security Committee. That committee is 
composed of representatives of the wildlife departments of South 
Africa, KwaZulu, Botswana, Namibia, and Zimbabwe. In addition to 
relocat ion, the committee has urged the countries involved and 
their neighbors to adopt laws that would allow cross-border law 
enforcement, hot pursuit, and investigations into illegal trade in 
neighboring countries. 

3. Interim measures. With the exception of South Africa, the 
jurisdictions involved are third world countries without adequate 
foreign exchange with which to mount effective programs from 
within. They need help. They have manpower but not technology. A 
lot of equipment is needed but given the limitation of funds even 
from governments such as the USA, priorities must be set and the 
most urgent addressed. For instance, I have been involved in 
furnishing two light observation aircraft for anti-poaching work, 
one to Zimbabwe and one to KwaZulu. In both instances their work 
product has been exceptional. They have allowed poachers to be 
located, ground units to be vectored in and the poachers 
neutralized. 

In the first year of operation in Zimbabwe, 25 poachers were 
apprehended, 27 black rhino were located and translocated and 
illegal rhino horn and ivory was recovered. In addition flora and 
fauna surveys were conducted and humanitarian assistance rendered 
(a woman canoer was bitten by a hippo. Crispin Jakopo landed on a 
sand bar in the Zambezi and casevaced her to Kariba hospital). 

Sadly, in July, 1992, both aircraft were lost in accidents. 
The Zimbabwe aircraft was lost when taking into custody a cache of 
AK-47s stored by poachers on a farm. The KwaZulu aircraft stalled 
and spun in while tracking a snared black rhino dragging a large 
log drag. The rhino was darted and the snare removed. 

Now Zimbabwe has only one aircraft, a Piper Super Cub in very 
bad condition. KwaZulu has no aircraft. Botswana has no anti­
poaching aircraft and Namibia has only one Super Cub. Zimbabwe 
should have three Bellanca Scouts, KwaZulu one plus a Cessna 206 
utility aircraft, Botswana two Scouts, and Namibia one Scout and a 
Cessna 206. In addition, there should be one Scout as a back up to 
cover when others are down for service. 

The two Scouts that were lost are in the process of being 
replaced with insurance proceeds. But five more Scouts and two 
Cessna 206s are badly needed. The cost of good used aircraft is not 
excessive - considering the value they are to ground units. A Scout 
has averaged $55,000.00 to buy, equip, ship, reassemble and deliver 
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