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INDIAN SPORTS.

HAPPY are those young men, who take out with them to India the tastes

and habits of a scholar or of a sportsman, though perhaps neither can be car

ried to excess, without danger, in a climate almost equally hostile to mental

and to bodily exertion. Moderation, either in study or in field-sports, requires

more self-command than is usually practised by the young and enthusiastic ;

and the latter pursuit, especially, is so fascinating, as to beguile veterans into

rash enterprizes, which could only be excusable in the days of boyhood.

Formerly, almost all the European residents of India were mighty hunters;

but, in the present day, though there are quite enough to keep up their ancient

reputation, the slaughter of wild animals is not so general, or so absorbing a

passion as it used to be, when the Company's territories were surrounded by

the courts of native princes, who were accustomed to take the field against the

ſurred and feathered rangers of the forest, with all the pomp and circumstance

of war. Parties of gentlemen from Calcutta are in the habit of spending a

part of the cold season amid the wildest jungles of Bengal; but their cortège,

though exceedingly numerous, and the havoc they make, though sufficiently

great to satisfy any reasonable person, are nothing compared to the displays

of former times. The amusements of Cossim Ally Khan, the muwab of Bengal,

in 1761, afford a strong contrast to the habits and pursuits of his degenerate

representative. The fame of his exploits still survives in the memory of the

people, and their scenes are pointed out with no small degree of exultation.

In one of his grand hunting-parties, his retinue, including a body-guard of

cavalry, consisted of not fewer than twenty-thousand persons. The officers of

his army and household, and his European guests, were conveyed to the

theatre of action on elephants, camels, and horses, or in palanquins. . The

hunters were armed with spears, bows, arrows, and matchlocks, and they

were accompanied by greyhounds, hawks, and cheetahs. The scene of the

chase was one of the most beautiful which the splendid landscapes of Bengal

can present. Between the Ganges and one of the ranges of hills, which spread

themselves along the frontiers of the provinces, there is a wide tract of coun

try, diversified with rocks, woods, lakes, heaths, and rivulets, and abounding

with every sort of game; hither the mawab and his party repaired, and, form

ing an extensive line, roused up the denizens of the field as they advanced,

and letting the hawks fly as the wild-fowl sprang up, and loosening the grey

hounds and cheetahs upon the deer, the spear and matchlock-men attacked

the wild-hogs, while others, mounted upon elephants, marked out the still

more ferocious animals, and brought them down with a two-ounce ball. The

nawab was one of the most active of the party; sometimes he rode in an open

palanquin, carried on the shoulders of eight bearers, with his shield, sword,

gun, bow and quiver, lying beside him ; sometimes he mounted on horseback,

and at others, where the grass and bushes were high, he got upon an elephant.

After the diversion had been carried on for three or four hours, and to the

distance of twelve miles, the nawab and his guests repaired to their encamp

ment, where a sumptuous repast was served up for their entertainment.

Hunting-parties, upon so grand a scale, are now rare in India, even amongst

native princes, and though the imagination can scarcely fail to be dazzled by an

assemblage of twenty thousand men, with their picturesque accompaniments

of stud and equipage, scouring through the woods, and across the plains, in

search of the noblest species of game, such scenes of barbaric splendour would
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soon become exceedingly tiresome. The truest enjoyment of field-sports is

offered to small parties of Europeans, who blend intellectual tastes with the

love of the chase; who, while sojourning in the forest, delight to make them

selves acquainted with the manners and habits of its wild tribes, and who, not

entirely bent upon butchery, vary their occupations by devoting themselves to

botanical or geological pursuits.

The period usually chosen for these excursions is from the beginning of

November until the end of February, a season in which the climate of Hin

dostan is delightfully temperate, the air perfectly serene, and the sky often

without a cloud. Some verdant spot, shaded by adjacent groves, and watered

by a small lake or rivulet, is selected for the encampment. An Indian jungle

offers so great a variety of beauties, that there is no difficulty in the selection

of an appropriate scene. A natural lawn, sloping down to a broad expanse of

water, shaded by palm-trees, whose graceful, tufted foliage, forms so striking

a feature in Oriental scenery, or beneath the canopy of the cathedral-like

banian, stretching its long aisles in verdant pomp along the plain, or in the

neighbourhood of a mosque, pagoda, or stately tomb, whose numerous recesses

and apartments offer excellent accommodation for such followers of the party

as are not provided with other shelter. There is no danger of being in want of

any of the comforts and conveniences of life, during a sojourn in wildernesses,

perchance as yet untrodden by the foot of man, or so long deserted as to leave

no traces of human occupation. Wherever a party of this kind establishes

itself, it will be followed by native shop-keepers, who make themselves very

comfortable in a bivouac beneath the trees, and supply the encampment with

every necessary, which the servants and cattle may require. European stores

are, of course, laid in by the khansamahs of the different gentlemen, and unless

the sportsmen and their fair companions,—-for ladies delight in such expeditions,

—determine upon living entirely upon game, sheep and poultry are brought to

stock a farm-yard, rendered impervious to the attacks of savage beasts. Every

part of the surrounding country swarms with animal life; in the upper pro

vinces, insects are not very troublesome during the cold weather, nor are rep

tiles so much upon the alert; in Bengal, however, the cold is never suffi

ciently severe to paralyze the mosquitoes, which are said then to sting more

sharply, and to cherish a more insatiate appetite, than during the sultry part of

the year. The inconveniences arising from too intimate a connection with

lizards, spiders, and even less welcome guests, are more than counterbalanced

by the gratification which inquisitive minds derive from the various novelties

which present themselves upon every side. The majestic appearance of the

trees, many of them covered with large lustrous flowers, or garlanded with

creepers, which attain to an enormous size, must delight all who possess a

taste for sylvan scenery. In some of the jungles of India, the giant parasites

of the soil appear, as they stretch themselves from tree to tree, like immense

boa-constrictors, and the blossoms they put forth, at intervals, are so large,

and cluster so thickly together, as to suggest the idea of baskets of flowers

hanging from a festoon: the underwood is frequently formed of richly-flowering

plants; the corinda, which is fragrant even to satiety, and scarcely bearable

in any confined place, loading the air with perfume, while the dhag, with its

fine, wide, dark-green leafs, and splendid crimson vase-like flowers, contrasts

beautifully with other forest-trees, bearing white blossoms, smaller but resem

bling those of the camellia japonica. -

So magnificent a solitude would in itself afford a very great degree of plea

sure and interest to contemplative minds; but both are heightened by the



306 Indian Sports.

living objects which give animation to the scene. Though wild hogs are most

abundant in plantations of sugar-canes, which is their favourite food, and

which imparts to their flesh the delicious flavour so highly esteemed by epi

cures, they are also to be found in the wildest and most uncultivated tracts.

The roebuck, musk and hog-deer, conceal themselves amidst the thickest

heath and herbage, and the antelopes and large deer rove over the plains. All

these animals, however, seek the thickets occasionally, and they are fond of

resorting to the tall coarse grass, which attains to the rankest luxuriance in

the levels of the jungle, and is the favourite lair of the tiger and the hyaena.

Panthers, leopards, bears, and the beautiful tiger-cat, are likewise inhabitants

of these hiding-places; and in the neighbourhood of Rajmhal, the Deyra

Dhoon, the Terraie, &c., rhinoceroses and wild buffaloes are added to the

list. Amid the smaller and more harmless creatures which haunt the jungle,

one of the prettiest and most interesting is the fox; its size scarcely exceeds

that of an English hare; the limbs are slender, and it is delicately furred with

soft hair, generally of a bluish grey. It has not the offensive smell of the

reynard of Europe, its food being principally grain, vegetables, and fruit. The

passion of the fox for grapes was by no means a flight of fancy on the part of

our old friend AEsop, who shewed himself well acquainted with the habits of

the Asiatic species. They burrow in holes, and prefer the side of a hillock,

where the grass is short and smooth, to the wood, and there they may be

seen, in the morning and after sunset, frisking about and playing with their

young. They afford excellent sport, when hunted; for, though not strong or

persevering, they are fleet and flexible, and make many efforts (by winding in

successive evolutions) to escape their pursuers. Jackalls are almost as com

mon as crows, in every part of India; but notwithstanding their numbers, and

the great desire which they evince to make themselves heard, there is some

difficulty in getting a sight of them, except when the moon is up, and then

they seek concealment in the shadows, gliding along under covert, with a

stealthy movement, like some dark phantom, or when the prospect of a ban

quet upon some newly-slain victim lures them from their retreat in open day.

However bare and solitary the place may be, the instant any animal falls to

the ground, exhausted by wounds or disease, it is immediately surrounded by

troops of two-legged and four-footed cormorants, who do not await its last

gasp to commence their attack: four or five hundred vultures will be assem

bled, in an incredibly short period of time, in places where they are not

usually to be found, whenever a bullock or a deer has fallen a sacrifice to a

tiger. Upon these occasions, if the rightful master of the feast should be in

the neighbourhood, and choosing, as often is the case, to delay his meal until

sunset, the jackalls and the vultures, cowering close to the spot, await with

great patience the moment in which they may commence their operations,

without giving offence, taking care to remove to a respectful distance, when

the tiger, who is said to approach the dead carcase in the same cautious and

crouching manner as when endeavouring to steal upon living prey, makes his

appearance upon the scene.

It is affirmed that, whenever tigers roam or couch, multitudes of birds col

lect and hover about them, screaming and crying, as if to create an alarm, and

it is also said that peacocks are particularly allured by the tawny monarch of

the wood, and that, when he is perceived by a flock, they will advance towards

him immediately, and begin, with their usual ostentatious pomp, to strut

around him, their wings fluttering, their feathers quivering, and their tails

bristly and expanded. Native sportsmen, who always prefer stratagem to
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open war, take advantage of this predilection, and painting a brown cloth

'screen, about six feet square, with black spots or streaks, advance under its

cover, which is placed fronting the sun. The pea-fowl either approaches the

lure, or suffers the fowlers, who are concealed behind it, to draw near enough

to their mark to be quite certain of not missing it. A hole in the canvas ena

bles them to take an accurate aim, and the ruse is always successful.

Strange instances of the fascination of animals are recorded, by which it

would appear, that, under its influence, the most active and timid rush into

the danger, which we should suppose they would be most anxious to avoid.

The power, which serpents possess over birds, squirrels, &c., is well known,

and those who have visited unfrequent places, have had opportunities of wit

messing the effect of novel sights upon the shyest denizens of the waste.

When the line of march of large bodies of troops has led across sequestered

plains, they have attracted the attention of herds of deer grazing in the neigh

bourhood. When startled by the humming murmuring noise made by the

soldiers in passing, they have stood for some time staring, and apparently

aghast with astonishment, with their eyes fixed upon the progressive piles,

whose glaring red uniforms and glittering muskets might well inspire them with

fear. At length, in his bewilderment, the leading stag, striking the ground,

tossing his antlers, and snorting loudly, has rushed forward across the ranks,

followed by the whole herd, to the utter dismay and confusion of the soldiers,

the frightened deer bounding over the heads of those files who were taken too

much by surprise to halt, and make way for them. Incidents of a similar na

ture have occurred more than once, and they serve to give interest and

variety to a march across some of those apparently boundless plains, which

stretch to the horizon on every side, and are not of unfrequent occurrence, in

the thinly-peopled districts of Hindostan.

The birds, in many places, are to be seen literally in myriads; water-fowl

especially congregate in the greatest abundance and variety, their numbers

almost covering the lakes and jheels, when resting upon the water; and form

ing thick clouds, when, upon any alarm, they rise simultaneously upon the

wing. The margin of the stream is surrounded by storks and cranes. The

species of both are numerous, and the gracefulness of the shape of many can

only be exceeded by the beauty of their plumage. The crested heron, whose

snow-white tuft is an emblem of sovereignty in India, and the only feather

which the religious prejudices of the Rajpoot princes permit them to wear, is

one of the loveliest creatures imaginable; its eyes are of bright scarlet, and,

amidst many competitors in beauty, it shines conspicuous. There are no

pheasants in the woods of Bengal or Behar; but they are found upon the con

fines of Assam, Chittagong, and the ranges of the Himalaya. In Nepaul, and

particularly about the Morung, they are large and beautiful, more especially

the golden, the burnished, the spotted, and the azure, together with the

brown argus-eyed pheasant. There are several varieties of pea-fowls, black,

white, and grey, in addition to the eommon sort; and though there are some

districts in India, styled for distinction, More-bunje, ‘the place of peacocks,”

they are so common all over the country, that it would be almost difficult to

find a woodland haunt where they do not abound. They are certainly not

prized in India according to their merits, either as an ornamental appendage,

or as an addition to the board. Some Europeans have only been reconciled to

their admission at table, by an account which has reached them of their ap

pearance at the Lord Mayor’s state-dinners in London: Anglo-Indians, gene.

rally speaking, being exceedingly unwilling to judge for themselves where their
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gastronimic taste can be called in question. Nevertheless, those who, where

native productions are worthy of praise, entertain no absurd prejudices in

favour of exotics, are glad to have an opportunity of repeating the justly

merited claims to distinction of the pea-chick, as an article of provender.

High as are the merits of this fowl, however, in its happy combination of

the game-flavour of the pheasant, with the juiciness of the turkey, it must

hide its diminished head before the glories of the florikin; the flanderkin of

feudal banquets, and the peacock's early rival at the baronial feasts of the

Montacutes aud the Courtenayes. The florikin is nearly, if not quite, as large

as a turkey, and the plumage on the back is not unlike that which distinguishes

the monarch of our poultry-yard: but the cock is furnished with a much more

splendid crest. A tuft of fine black velvet feathers, which usually lies smooth

upon the back of the head, can be erected at pleasure, and, when spread out,

adds greatly to the noble appearance of the bird. Its favourite harbour is in

the natural pastures which edge the extremities of swamps, and the borders

of lakes, always in the neighbourhood of marshy ground, but not far distant

from the uplands. In consequence of this choice of situation, and the variety

of food which it presents, its flesh acquires a peculiarity unknown to other

birds; the legs, which are white, resemble in flavour those of a pheasant, while

the breast and the wings bear a similarity to the wild-duck: epicures pronounce

the whole to be delicate, savoury, and juicy beyond all comparison. This fine

bird is not sufficiently common in India to pall upon the appetite; it is found

in Bengal and in the neighbourhood of the hill-districts; but, in many parts of

the upper provinces, it will be searched for in vain.

The woodcock is not an inhabitant of southern Asia, but snipes are exceed

ingly abundant; and there is one variety, the painted snipe, which attains a very

large size, and which compensates for the absence of the former-mentioned

bird. The jungle-fowl performs the same duty for the pheasants, where that

is not to be found, and in some places the speckled poultry of Guinea, which

have wandered into the woods, and bred there, are discovered in a wild state.

It is one of the most agreeable, amid the numerous enjoyments of forest sce

mery, to see the hens and chickens sculking and scudding between the bushes,

and to hear the crowing of the jungle cock. The black and the rock partridge

form very acceptable adjuncts to the table, whilst every variety of pigeons may

be had for the trouble of killing them.

A camp-dinner for a hunting-party is not only an exhilarating, but a very

interesting meal. The most elaborate pic-nic provided for a fête champétre, in

England, where people are put to all sorts of inconveniences, and must con

tent themselves with a cold collation, is nothing to the luxurious displays of

cookery performed in the open air in India. Under the shelter of some brush

wood, the spits turn merrily and rapidly over charcoal fires; an oven is con

structed for the baking-department, and all the beneficial effect of hot hearths,

for stews and other savoury compounds, are produced with the greatest ease

and facility. All that can be attainable within the range of fifty or sixty miles,

is brought into the camp upon the heads of coolies, glad to earn a few pice for

their daily bread, and indifferent to the obstructions which may beset their

path. The multitude of followers, attendant even upon a strall encampment,

precludes the possibility of any dreary or desolate feeling; the habits of the

people are in unison with the scene; they are quite as happy under the umbra

geous and odoriferous canopy of a tope, as they would be in the marble

chambers of a palace. A gipsey-life appears to afford them the truest enjoy

ment, and the scattered groups, which they afford in the glades and openings
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of the forest, their blazing fires, cheerful songs, and the majestic and pictu

resque forms of the elephants and camels glancing between the trees, make

up a panorama, which the eye of taste can scarcely tire of contemplating, and

which, once seen, can never be forgotten.

Living in a jungle-encampment presents the best opportunity of becoming

acquainted with the habits and manners of the elephant, which its domesti

cation can permit. The mahouts live in the most intimate association with

the huge animals entrusted to their care; they have each an assistant cooly,

part of whose business it is to prepare and bake the cakes for the evening meal.

A fourth of the number he appropriates to himself, after going through the

ceremony of asking the elephant’s leave, a piece of etiquette performed in

dumb-show, and which the sagacious animal seems perfectly to comprehend.

The cooly feeds his companion, standing under the trunk, and putting each

morsel into his mouth; an act of supererogation, but one in which native

courtesy, or as it may be called officious zeal, delights. The khidmutghars

who wait at table, will stir the tea for their masters, and would cut the meat

upon their plates, if permitted, to shew their diligence by such minute atten

tions. Though the gift of speech is denied to the elephant, he not only ap

pears to understand all that is said to him by those with whom he is intimately

acquainted, but also to possess the power of making his own sentiments and

opinions known. He can be incited to extraordinary attempts by praises and

by promises, and when sweetmeats, of which he is inordinately fond, are held

out to him, as the reward of successful exertion, he cannot be disappointed of

the expected treat without danger. The mahouts converse with their charges

as if they were rational beings; perhaps the difference in intellectual acquire

ments is not very great between them, and where a strong friendship has been

contracted, the elephant will refuse to admit of a successor in the office.

Upon the dismissal of his keeper, an elephant, who had always been exceed

ingly gentle and tractable, suddenly changed its character and became unma

nageable. Wain were all the efforts made to soothe and reconcile it to its new

associates. After the struggle of several weeks, the attempt was given up, and

the discharged servant being again re-established in his office, the elephant re

assumed its former demeanour, and returned quietly to its duty. -

Elephants, though sometimes tempted to fly the abodes of man, and roam

in freedom through the wilderness, never forget those persons to whom they

have been attached during their state of servitude. One, which had rejoined

a wild herd, when encountered by a hunting-party, which was accompanied

by the mahout who had formerly had the charge of him, suffered the man to

mount upon his neck, and, notwithstanding the experience he had gained of

the sweets of liberty, returned at once to all his old habits. They are subject,

however, at least a few, whose tempers are not particularly good, to fits of

caprice and ferocity. It is astonishing with what care and dexterity they can

hook in, with that unwieldly-looking limb, the hind-leg, any object with which

it comes in contact. Upon some slight provocation, an elephant has been

known to ensnare the unfortunate cooly in attendance in this manner, and it

is an expedient which is resorted to with infinite effect upon the attack of a

tiger in the rear: the beast is speedily kicked to death, when once he is drawn

within the range of those enormous feet.

The courage of the elephant is also liable to ebbs and flows: sometimes, at

the sight of danger, especially on the sudden appearance of a tiger, he will

take to flight, rushing wildly through the woods, and endangering the safety of

the hunters on his back, by the violent collision of the howdah against the

Asia!..Journ.N.S. Vol. 15.No.60. 2 S
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branches of the trees; at other times, he will run into the contrary extreme,

and charge upon the tawny brute, by falling on his knees, and endeavouring to

pin the tiger down with his tusks. This operation, which renders the howdah

a very untenable position, is often followed by another of a still more hazar.

dous nature; the elephant is apt to roll over upon its side, in order to crush

the foe by its weight, and in this event the sportsman has a good chance of

being thrown into the clutches of the tiger, while all the guns go overboard as

a matter of course. The courage of an elephant should be of a passive nature,

and those, whose good qualities have been improved by training, stand firm as

a rock, sustaining the first burst of a tiger, uproused from his repose, with

imperturbable coolness. -

When an elephant has exhibited repeated proofs of cowardice, its dastardly

conduct is punished by the degradation of being reduced from the honours of

conveying the castle on its back, to the burthen of the baggage. It is not in

sensible to this disgrace, nor will a caparisoned elephant deign to associate with

its brethren of the pad. No animal is better acquainted with its claims to

distinction, or prouder of the splendour of its array, and the difference of the

bearing between those decked in flowing jhools, richly bordered with gold,

and bearing the silver howdah, or canopied ambarry on their backs, and the

humble beast of burthen, whose housings are of the meanest description, and

whose load confers neither honour nor dignity, is very striking.

The care, which elephants take of their trunks, in an encounter with wild

beasts, shews how conscious they are of the value of that important instru

ment; sometimes they will erect it over their heads like a horn, and at others

pack it into the smallest possible compass.

The elephant's partiality for sweetmeats has been already noticed; it is ac

Quired in plantations of sugar-cane, and is universal. A curious instance of

this attachment to confectionary, and the method pursued to gratify it by an

elephant in its savage state, is upon record. It chanced that a cooly, laden

with jaggery, a coarse preparation of sugar, was surprised in a narrow pass,

in the kingdom of Candy, by a wild elephant. The poor fellow, intent upon

saving his life, threw down the burthen, which the elephant devoured, and

being well pleased with the repast, determined not to allow any person egress

or regress who did not provide him with a similar banquet. The pass occurred

upon one of the principal thoroughfares to the capital, and the elephant,

taking up a formidable position at the entrance, obliged every passenger to pay

tribute. It soon became generally known that a donation of jaggery would

ensure safe conduct through the guarded portal, and no one presumed to at

tempt the passage without the expected offering.

The elephant is fond of petting and protecting some inferior animal; it

often takes a fancy to a little dog, and the latter, speedily becoming acquainted

with the value of such a friend and ally, indulges himself in all sorts of imper

tinences. His post, a very secure one, under the shelter of the elephant’s body,

enables him to attack and annoy anything that happens to come in his way; he

rushes out to the assault, and when likely to get the worst in the encounter,

flies back to his place of refuge, and barks defiance at his adversaries. Some

times the sarus, a tall bird of the crane species, which is often domesticated

in an Indian compound, is taken into favour; but instances of similar friend

ship, between animals of very different habits and species, are not at all un

common. A terrier-dog, a Persian cat, and an antelope, brought up together

in the family of an officer, who was accustomed to divide his caresses amongst

them, lived with each other in the greatest harmony and affection. During his
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residence in Calcutta, he was in the habit of spending the whole morning

abroad, and of returning about sun-set to dress. His four-footed favourites

were acquainted with the hour in which they might expect to see him, and the

trio always came in a body to meet and give him welcome: the cat cared

nothing about change of place, being perfectly satisfied to accompany her

master in all his travels, and feeling quite at home wherever he and the dog

were to be found.

• A party of Europeans, encamping in a jungle, will speedily discover their

powers of attraction by the number of carrion-birds drawn to the spot by the

scent of the slaughter in their farm-yard. The acuteness of the smell of these

creatures has already been remarked; at the most extraordinary distance, they

seem to be perfectly acquainted with every matter which can interest them,

and solitary bungalows, where, on ordinary occasions, the kites and crows are

allowed to collect the offal unmolested, will be certain of a visit from vultures,

whenever anything worthy of attention is to be had. The argeelah, or butcher

bird, though sometimes inhabiting solitary places, prefers a large cantonment

to the jungle ; they are always to be seen where European soldiers are quar

tered, but scarcely think it worth their while to visit small stations garrisoned

by native troops, the few English officers in command not killing enough

provision to satisfy their inordinate appetites. Their nests are, however, al

most invariably found in remote and thinly-peopled tracts; the country retire

ment, at the breeding-season, for the fashionable visitants of the metropolis

of Bengal, being the neighbourhood of Commercolly. It is not generally

known, that the marabout feathers, by some supposed to be the tribute of the

paddy-goose, are in fact furnished by this disgusting-looking animal, whose

coarse ragged attire gives no promise of the delicate beauty of the plumes so

much in esteem in France and England. They grow in a tuft under the tail,

and are not visible except upon close inspection. The men, who get their

bread by the sale of these feathers, conceal the fact as much as possible, under

the idea that it would deteriorate their value. As the argeelah is protected

by law in Calcutta, the people, who collect the plumes, visit the place of their

retirement for the purpose, and give its name to their merchandize, which is

sold under the appellation of Commercolly feathers. The tuft is easily ex

tracted, and it sometimes happens that, when an adjutant, as the bird is com

monly called, is caught upon some high terrace or roof-top, where the depre

dation cannot come under the surveillance of the authorities, he is robbed of

the valuable appendage: it is only necessary to catch him by the feathers under

the tail; the first struggle to be free leaves them in the hand of the marauder.

Excepting the heron’s, there are no other Indian plumes so highly prized, and

as an article of commerce the marabouts are the most important. :

In enumerating the amusements afforded by a jungle, that supplied by the

monkeys must not be omitted. In topes, where particular tribes have taken

up their quarters, they are innumerable, and upon the least alarm keep up an

incessant discord and chatter amidst the branches. The frolics and gambols

of these animals, when viewed at a distance, are highly diverting; but it is

by no means desirable to come into close contact with a troop ; their fierceness

being quite equal to their cunning, they have been known to attack a single

huntsman, and so far to get the better of him as to deprive him of his gun.

Young men can scarcely withstand the temptation of having a pop at them,

either to scare them from some act of depredation, or out of mere wanton

ness, and they are not slow to perceive the cause of their alarm ; after the
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first consternation, occasioned by the report of a fowling-piece, has subsided,

they are apt to resent it upon the person of the offenders. They will shake

the boughs over his head, grin, and chatter through them, and a few of the

most daring will beset the path, and with some hundreds to back them, in the

event of an assault, the battle is best avoided, since its issue would be rather

doubtful. The extraordinary veneration with which the monkeys are regarded

by the Hindoo natives of India, prevents the extirpation, which their exploits

amongst the corn and other plantations, seems to render necessary, as a mea

sure of precaution. Monkeys, it is said, are not bad eating, and there appears

to be a sufficient number to supply the bazaars of a district during a scarcity

of grain, while the woods and plains swarm with more legitimate objects of

the chase, and there are no game or forest laws to prevent the capture.

There is no part of the world, perhaps, which produces game in greater

plenty or diversity than Bengal. Besides fifteen species of deer, including the

antelope, the roe-buck, the red-deer, the small moose-deer, the hog or bristled

deer, and the musk-deer, there are wild-hogs, hares, several kinds of common

partridge, quails, which at a particular season have been compared to flying

pats of butter, peacocks, ortolans, and black-partridge, wild-geese, wild-ducks,

teal, widgeon, water-hens, cranes, storks, and snipes of sundry shapes, colours,

and sizes; the florikin, before-mentioned, though not in such abundance as

the others, and the jungle-fowl. A great variety of fish is also supplied from

the lakes, jheels, tanks, and nullahs: the latter are caught in large quantities,

either with nets, or by a still more simple contrivance, that of placing large

bundles of rushy bushes in the water over-night. Water-fowl are caught in

Hindoostan by people, who either wade or swim into the lakes with an earthen

pot over their heads, or the artificial representation of a duck, made to fit on

like a cap. Thus disguised, they are enabled to get so close to the objects of

their pursuit as to pull them by their feet under water, and to deposit them in.

their game-bag : the manoeuvre is effected by expert persons with very little

disturbance to other flocks upon the lake, and so easily as to allow them to

sell the produce of their day’s sport at a very low price.
.**

BIBLICAL II,LUSTRATION.

“And thou shalt grope at noon-day, nºpsi hym wwn' ºnw85, as the blind

gropes in the dark.” (Deut. xxviii. 29.) The word nºpsin, in the darkness, appears

redundant. This Rabbi Jose remarked, and said (to use his own words)—“All my

days did I feel pain at not being able to explain this verse. For what difference can it

be to the blind man, whether he walketh in the light, or in the dark?” And yet the

sacred penman would not have put down a word unnecessarily. What then does it

mean? This the Rabbi did not know—and it gave him pain—“Till one night,” con

tinues the sage, “as I was walking in the road, I met a blind man with a lighted

torch in his hand. Son, said I, why dost thou carry that torch 2 Thou canst not see

its light !” “Friend,” replied the unfortunate man, “true it is, I cannot see it, but

others can :-as long as I carry this lighted torch in my hand, the sons of men see me,

take compassion of me, apprize me of danger, and save me from pit-falls, from thorns

and briars.” The Rabbi was then satisfied that the apparently superfluous word was

meant to depict the greatness of the calamities that were to befall the Jewish nation.

Its unfortunate members were not only to grope about like the blind—but like the

blind in the darkness —Without a ray of light to exhibit their distress, and without a

pitying eye to take compassion on them "

* Hyman Hurwitz's Hebrew Tales, p. 69.
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