SeEcTioN V

PUNCH-MARKED COINS

INTRODUCTION

ALTHOUGH the coins known as ‘punch-marked’ are rude and ugly,
bear no legends, cannot be precisely dated, and, as a rule, are not
assignable to any particular State or __lucallty, they possess very special
claims on the interest of the scientific numismatist, as documents in the
early history of coinage. They also appeal to the anthropologist as
authoritative records of the symbolism-—religious, mythological, and
astronomical—current throughout India for many centuries.

The term Punch-m&rked adopted by general consent means that
the devices on the coins are impressed, not by means of a die covering
the face (flan) of the coin, but by separate punches applied irregularly
at various points on the surface. Naturally the impressions so effected
often interfere with one another, and in cases where they are numerous
the result is a confused jumble of symbols. Ordinarily, no difficulty is
experienced in distinguishing the obverse from the reverse, the former
being occupied by the larger symbols, commonly numerous, and the
Jatter being sometimes blank, more often marked by a single minute
device, and not infrequently marked by two or three comparatively
inconspicuous devices. The cases in which both sides are erowded with
symbols are rather rare. Examples will be found in Nos. 528 of this
catalogue.

Mr. Theobald has been at the pains of enumerating more than three
hundred different devices found on punch-marked coins. Examination
of about one hundred and fifty specimens in detail resulted in proof that
‘ninety-six symbols are confined to the obverse area, twenty-eight to the
reverse, while fifteen symbols occur on both sides’. On the obverse
the average number of symbols is about five, whereas on the reverse the
average does not exceed two.

The devices are classified by Theobald under six heads, namely,
(1) the human figure ; (ii) implements, arms, and works of man, including
the stitpa or chaitya, bow and arrow, &c.; (iil) animals; (iv) trees,
branches, and fruit; (v) symbols connected with solar, planetary, or
Sivite worship; (vi) miscellaneous and unknown,
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132 PUNCH-MARKED COINS

The human ficure rarely oceurs, but the following n&talague.: offers
good examples in Nos. 37-40 and 106 (Pl XIX, 8,12). The chaitya or
stiipa is very common, and 1s one of the few symbols common to both
obverse and reverse. Recent research has proved that the 3?“39“ was
used in ancient times by the Jains as freely 93 by the B“d‘_ihlst35 and
it is no longer permissible to speak of this device as a ‘]%ufidhlst Ej:’l’ﬂbol A
Buddhism, however, was more widely diffused than Jainism during the
period of the currency of punch-marked coins, and mﬂst_ of t‘hﬂ *‘f‘hf’-’i‘fyﬂﬂ
on the coins probably were intended to have a Buddhist signification.
The bow and arrow device is rare; as shown on No. 67 (PL m, 7) it
is exactly the same as that seen on the Kolhapur coins of the Andhra
d::nm;ty issued between about 84 and 138 A.D. (Pl. HIH). The punﬁh-
marked coin may be referred reasonably to the same period.

The animal devices are very curious and interesting. It is well
known that up to comparatively recent times the rhinoceros was widely
distributed in the Gangetic plain. The coins bear testimony to the fact
that this great beast was a familiar object in ancient India. Three
examples are recorded in the catalogue, Nos. 48, 58, and 59 (Pl XIX,
5, 6). The last-mentioned coin was found in the Gaya District, Bihar.
The elephant, of course, appears frequently. In most cases the representa-
tion is extremely erude, but the figure of the elephant saluting with
uplifted trunk, as shown on a large oblong copper coin of very early
date (No. 92, P1. XIX| 10), is executed with considerable spirit. :

The peacoek, which performs a large part in Indian religious
symbolism, is often seen, generally perched on a stéipa or chaitya.
Nos. 24, 28, 31,37 (PL. XIX, 3), &e,, offer illustrations. The long-necked
crane or stork of No. 71 (PL XIX, 8) may be unique; the device is not.
included in Theobald’s comprehensive list. The significance of the dog
on the stipa (No. 75) has been diseussed by Thomas and Theobald.
The representation of the sacred tank containing fish (No. 48, P1, XTX, 5)
18 not very rare; and various fishes are often displayed independently,
as on No. 10 (Pl XIX, 1).

The collection now deseribed does not seem to contain any example
of the goat browsing on the vine, a device specially noted by Theobeld ;
and the trees shown are usually conventional, as No. 18, &c. The palm-
tree of No. 61 is rare, and seems to be intended to represent the coco-nut
tree with its fruit (Cocos nucifera).

Solar symhols, including many varieties of wheel devices, as well as
the svasiiba and triskeles or triskelis, are the most common of all, and,
indeed, are seldom absent. The so-called ® taurine’ symbol, a erescent on
a circle, used in astrology to denote the zodiacal sign Taurus, is extremely
common. Symbols of the astrologieal class rarely occur on the reverse, .
but examples are found in Nos. 21, 50, and 95. The figure resembling
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SectioNn VI

LOCAL COINS OF NORTHERN INDIA

INTRODUCTION

Ture four groups of coins deseribed in this Part have been classed
together as being severally assignable to fairly definite localities in
Northern India. The coins of each group are found predominantly
in the districts named, and are not common elsewhere. The first
definite step in such localization of the ancient coinages was taken by
the publication in 1891 of Coins of Ancient India by Sir Alexander
Cunningham, the greatest Indian numismatist since James Prinsep.
Sir Alexander's unique experience extending over considerably more
than half a century enabled him to acecumulate a mass of knowledge,
both general and special, concerning all classes of Indian coins, which
nobody can hope to rival. Although he published comparatively few
details about the provenamce, or find-spots, of individual coins, his
general statements on the subject are of the highest value. His
announcement, for instance, that all the coins figured in Plate IX of
the work above referred to were obtained at Ajodhyé, furnishes a secuve
basis for the classification of many pieces which would otherwise
embarrass the numismatist. In the same way the assignment of the
other classes of coins treated in this section to Awvanti, Kosam, and
Taxila respectively rests primarily upon Sir Alexander Cunningham’s
unequalled personal knowledge of the distribution of Indian coins.
As Professor Rapson has pointed out, the hope of further advance in
our knowledge of the ancient currencies of India depends largely on
recognition of the local limits of each class of coin. It is very unfortu-
nate that the recorded information about the find-spots of coins is
so scanty, but it is some satisfaction to be able to assign even a few
groups to their proper local position. Coins of copper, including bronze
of sorts, do not, as a rule, wander very far from their place of issue, and,
inasmuch as nearly all the ancient Indian coins may be classed under
the heading ‘copper’, evidence of their provenance goes a long way
towards determining approximately the locality of their mints.
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all belonged to a single ‘Mitra dynasty’. Nor is there any sound reason for
identifying the Rajas who issued the incuse coins with the Sunga dynasty
of the Puranas. The Paiichala coins will be treated in Section VIIL.

I regret that I am unable to agree with Professor Rapson in his
reading of the name on the coins of Ayu-mitra of the ‘cock and bull’
type. ‘The inscription on these coins,’ he observes, ‘seems not to be
Suya-, Saya-, or Ayu-mvitasa, each of which readings has been suggested,
but almost certainly Ayyamitrasa (i.e. Aryamitrasya). The deseription
of this coinage given in Indiun Coins (Pl IV, 3), should probably be
corrected accordingly; but it must be borne in mind that the letters
@ and sw at this period [scil.? 2nd or 1st century B.c.] are very easily
confused” (J.R. 4.8., 1900, p. 100). I have examined many of these
coins in much better preservation than those now catalogued, and am
convinced that the true reading is Ayw (or possibly Aya). The form
of initial 4 on these ‘cock and bull’ coins is quite distinet from sc.
I doubt if su occurs. It secems to me absolutely impossible to read the
first word in the legend of Pl XIX, 17 as Ayya. The legend is

Hal.lgﬁﬂ. and 1 do not see how the % with the long tail can be

read as double y. The w is formed in the ordinary way by the
prolongation downwards of the vertical stroke of the 4. I do not see
any reason for recading 4. Of course there is a difficulty in accepting
and explaining a non-Sanskrit word like Ayw, but we must take the
legend as it stands. I am disposed to think that the ‘cock and bull*
coins of Ajodhya are not of such early date as has heen supposed, and
that they may well be as late as the second century A.D. Mr. Carlleyle
regarded Ayu-mitra as the latest of the dynasty, ‘as the letters of the
legend belong to the later Gupta period’ (J. 4. 8. B., 1880, part i, p. 27);
but I do not think the coins are later than 150 A, D., and they may be
earlier.

AVANTI

These coins, deseribed by Cunningham under the name of Ujjain, are
hetter referred to the country Avanti, of which Ujjain (lat. 23°11710” N.,
long. 75°51’45” E.) was the most notable city. They come not only
from Ujjain itself, but from Eran, Besnagar, and other towns of Avanti.
Professor Rapson has suggested that the so-called ¢ Ujjain symbol’ of the
cross and balls would more accurately be named the ¢ Malava symbol’,
and there is no doubt that the proposed term would be the more accurate,
but I have thought it better to retain the more familiar expression.

The legend on No. 27 (Pl. XX, 8), which seems to read Runamisa
or Runamdsa, is puzzling. The two-horned rhinoceros on No. 28 is
interesting. It is very curious to notice how the devices used on the

punch-marked coins are combined on the dies of the Ujjain coins,
SMITH L
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the animals and symbols characteristic of the earlier series being
repested on the later. But the two-horned rhincceros is represemtsd
only on No. 28. The snimal depicted on the punch-marked ooins and
on an Ufjain eoin in Mr. Theobald’s eabinet (J. A. & B, 1890, part i,
p. 218) is single-horned, either B, éndicus, or the lesser species, .
Swndaicus, the range of which extended to the Penjib as late as the
time of Bibar,
Eoaan

The catalogue inelndes only four coine which ean be referved with
certainty to the ancient city of Kdsam on the Jumna, sbout thirty milss
south of west from Allshabad, which i3 recognized by the Jains as
Epufimbi, bot undoubtedly is not the Buddhist Kaufimbi of the
Chinese pilgrims in the fifth and seventh centuries o (J.R. A8,
1898, p. 808). The most ancient pisce evidently is the cireular sast
eoin No. 4, which has been Enown for a long time, Cunningham
poteessed sewven specimens, six of which same from Efizam, and the
seventh frome Biths, not far distant. These ecins may be assigned to
the second or third century .o,

Babasati-mita (Bribaspati-mitrs) is inaceurstely called Bahssata by
Conningham. Fifteen of bis ¢oins are in the Lucknow Provineial
Museum, of which nine were excavated at Kosam in 1887, and six at
Ramnagar (Abickbatri) in Rohilkband in 1891. The gomealogy given
in an inseription at Pabbosi near Kdsam shows that the grandfather
of Bahasati-mitra was Eing Bhigavats, son of Vamgapila, king of
Adhichhatrs or Ahishhatrd. The dynasty at Kdsem is thus proved
conclusively to have been s bransh of that of Adhichhatri, and the
ocourrence of Bahasati-mitra's coins st both Kdeam and Ramnagar is
explained (see Ep. Tnd, ii. 243). The late Mr. Rodgers had two small
brass eoins {diam. 7 and -55) of the Northern Satrap type with the
imperfect legend Bafa- in early characters, which possibly may have
been ansther issue of the Bahacati-mitra of Kosam and Ahjehhatrd.
The Etsam coins of Jethe-mitra made known by Conningham also
are relatad to the Northern Sakrap series, During one visit to Kdsam
Conningham oltained sixteen coins of Bahasati-mitrs, one of Aéveghosha,
three of Jetha-mitra, and two of Deve-miten (Repovts, x. 4).

The coins of this Deva-mitrs have not bean published, so far as
1 know, and I cannot say whether or not he was identical with the
Dewtemitra of the Ajodhys ‘esck and bull * type (Pl XIX, 18). I doubt
if the ‘cock and bull’ type coine ever oeour as far wesl as Allahabad.
They are Erequently found in Oudh, Gorakhpur, and Basti.

The coin of Pavata (Phrvata) is new. The only other known specimen,
formerly in my cabinet, is now in the Bibliothiéque Nationals, Paris.
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