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In the Shadow of Thunberg

and Sparrman
Hendrik Jacob Wikar at the Cape

weden has had many encounters with Sourh Africa, Already in the middle
of the seventeenth century there is a remarlable descripton an the new-
Iv established Cape Province, is sertlers and narural history written by Nils
Marsson Kidping — yes he was from Koping — and published several timies In
thar century and the nexe. Ar the wirn of the eighteenth century we find a
dissertation in Uppsala presided over by the professor of physics Harald Valle-
rius treaning the geography of the Cape.” During this period there had been a
number of Swedish immigrants w0 South Alrica, among them Olof Bergh who
wrote a miuch later published account and who established 2 Swedish d}nury
ar the Cape, Before tBoo about fifty Swedes had settled in Sourh Africa.
Dhiring the Linnacan era. collaborarion berween the Swedish and Duech
East lndia companies made travel to South Africa more feasible.! Linnacus
wrote to his Friend and patron Count Carl Gustaf Tessin that “There is no place
in the world with so many rare plants, animals, insects, and other wonders of
Marure as Africa, and ir seems as if they have been concenrrated 1o the Cape.™
In Mantae ririores africanae (1760) he staes thar where the world seems m
end there “Africa monstrilern” has contracted the nataral miracles, Linnieus
corresponded with the governor of the Cape Colony, Rijk Tulbagh, whom he
named the g Trlbagpfia after.” He tried o send siudents there < Pehr Kalm,
Peter Forsskal, Marten Kihler and Engelbert Jarlin — bur unsuccessfully.”
Seme words on Carl Henre Winman, who was charged with defending
Linnacus’ dissertation Flore capensts (1749, a firdy simple piece of Linnea-
na but full of enthusiasm for the Cape region. Winman had never been wo
South Africa but would snon become physician on ship bound for East India.
Before leaving in 1766 Linnacus showed him his Cape herbs and presented
him with a memorandum on what to collect during the journey: as many

insects as possible but not burterftics and shells from the shores of Cape. On
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his rerern he was met enthusiastically by Linnacus bur licked the astuteness
to present the master with gifts. Afrer journcying he wanted a MD-grade
without defending a thesis. Linnacus foreed him = with good reasons - o
write a dissertation De weorbis nawtarum Ineliae (1768) on scurvy and syphilis,
Bur it was too shor — two and a half pages! — and Winman did nor pass, 4
very rare incident. According o Linnacus: “Winman defended his thesis b
very poorly. He could not speak Latin and misplaced nominative and objecr
formas so the Faculty did not accept him,"” But by means of an appeal w the
crown-prince — royal interference - Wanman was accepred. He donared his
collection to the Queen Louiss Ulrica as 2 roken of gratinede for favours ren-
dered.” PMlants worked as currency, in return you could get research fundings,
academic degrees and faculty positions,

Daniel Scheidenburg visited the Cape, where he had relarives and in April
969 the Livonian Johan Gethand Kinig visited Governor Tulbagh with a
letter of recommendation and they discussed work on plants and insects,
Kédnig was given all possible suppor. The gardener Andreas Auge would
send specimens which Kinig analyred bur after a month he was compelled
o retum ma his ship. Kanlg remarks in his leter o Linnacus thar he would
like o seay some years in the Cape region, “ich wilnschere cinige Jahren mich
umzusehen”. And again “hier wiinschere stan einer Srunde die Ich mir nur
aufhiclie einen Jahr lang 2u seyn™.!

Largely forgomen is Dietrich Wilhelmij {also spelled [Hedrich Wilhelmi),
whao therefore deserves a lengthier discussion, Although his name sounds
Dutch be wrote o Linnacus in 17610 from Swockholm in Swedish, albeir same-
what broken and difficult o translate cormectly, His st better starts with an
autobiographical detail: “1 have been in the service of the Durch East-India
Company tor more than fourteen years and during this period staved for a
spacious time ar the Cape, between 1749 and 1756, [...] | married, lived in
Inadia buit was called back home to Europe,™ Upon arriving in Sweden Wil-
helmij sent for his wite and their rtwo sons o come o Stockholm,. By Ocrober
1761 they had been living in the Swedish capital for three years. Tuming
Linnacus Wilhelmij explained that his relatives ar the Cape would be pre-
pared 1o follow his requests: “1 miysclf have been on the African mountains so
further inland than perhaps any nation has been, at first through Horrentou
country, later on through Kaffraria. all the way ro the land of the Tamboegy-
ser, Tamboegicsland or Thembuland 100 Swedish miles from the Cape.™ But
coming home he had the bad luck o lowe his collection of natral specimens
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when a ship with 160 men on board exploded. Larer he sufered a similar
calamiry in Stockholm during the fire in 1759 when lost his journals - “a
greater loss than all my lost money”.

Iin 4 row missing letrer Linnacus appears to have asked abour the possi-
bility of educating a Hottentot boy as a naturalist. Wilhelmij was srongly
dismayed: “But my dear Sir! This does not work. The Hotentors are the
strangest nation | have seen under the sun - and | have mer most of them in
Asia, Africa and America. They are a difficuly peaple 1o leam o know as you
cannor learn their language.™ Wilkelmij relaved how a very young Hotrenro
had been stolen away by Europeans, When he returned to his people at the
age of nine or ten he was unable to learn his own mother tongue and was
farced 1o Hee from them o ave his life. “Thus, no use could be expected from
a Howteniot”, he explained. The Hotteniots might seem peaceful but refuse
to he subjugated. And it is impassible 1o ger history specimens from them.
Instead Wilhelmij had plans for his friends at the Cape, who were familiar
with Linnacus and who were prepared to furnish him with rariries.

The case of a young stadent named Jarling was broughe up — Wilhelmij
is referring o Engelberr J6rlin who was interested in going o the Cape.
Buar Wilhelmij could not recommend him o such a dangerous underraking,
rather he should stay home instructing small children. Barely one out of a
hundred could make it, he knew this from own experience. Jorin travelled
in 1761 m Gothenburg in onder to convince the autharities bur was mer with
the answer that the ships would no longer anchor at the Cape. He also went
w Holland hoping for an opportunity bur was likewise discouraged.” In saill
another letter, from 10 May 1762 Wilhelmij reported that he had recom-
mended Jhrlin to his friends in Sourh Africa "in the best manner” — obviously
Linnacus had asked him o do so.

Concerning himsell Wilhelmij wrote: *1 can Hatter mysell for when leaving
Sweden in 1738 | never asked for help from my father here in the city [Seock-
halm] which | would have counted as 2 grear disgrace.™ The entomaologis
Carl Clerck mentioned in 1758 o Linnaeus thar “*Wilhelmy™ had recently
returned from Capur bonae spei and was living in the southern pars of the
city. He had sent a leerer which Linnaeus wanrs cranslaed ino Swedish as
he had forgotten his Duich, Wilhelmij is identified as assessor in the cham-
ber of commerce.” In 1760 we find him as ane of about twenty asscssors in
Seackholm in the population regisser, after the fire the year before, He lived
with his wife, rwo children and two maids Hedwig and Lisa in Owstra kvarterct
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no. 40 but he has also bought a new howse (the old one then burnt down) in
Kararina norra.”

Wilhelmij's correspondence with Linnacus ended on a rragic nore, He and
his Africa-born wite had a third child who was weak and ill. And on April
17, he reported, the Good Lord had raken away his Ave vear old son Henrik
after a shorr illncss, His oldest son Jacob Henrich, who was eight years ald
and born in Africa was melancholy (Smrer mera s Farndgd ™) because the
two hows had loved cach other so much that they could not be away fom
cich ather for a moment. And Jacob Henrich had dithculey in pronouncing
Swedish, for which his mother was 1o blame because, while Wilhelmij spoke
Swedish, she never wad anvihing clse than Duich. He then asked Linnacus
tor help him o find a residence in Uppsala and enguined after the potenrial
cost of such a move. However we do not know what Linnieus answered was
nor whar happened w young Jacob Henrich,

The 17708 saw a peak in Swedish rravel to Souch Africa, Card erer Thun-
berg, Anders Spareman and the caprain Carl Gustal Ekcberg, all made rhe
fourney and wrote well known fournals. Sparrman gave a sleepy pleture of
the hotmnical interest in the colony, A Cape physician had asked 10 see his
herbal. a request Sparrman enthusiastically accepred: “The African Aocula-
pius knowing scarcely the names, much less the use, of any one plane ||,
I endeavoured to rouse him out of his dream by communicating w him my
thoughts of the virtues of such and such an herb |LL |0 My visiior all this
while was neither polite nor intelligent enough o give his assent v whar |
satid, but continued viwning,” Changing topic to commerce the conversarion
became more lively “lor this worthy physicians income depended more upon
Keapen and Verdaopen — buving and selling - than upon the Muses.™ The
maveller experienced perils, adventures and hardship. Thunberg made all in
all three journeys by oxcarrs and on honchack, chree expeditions, spanning
roughly §.000 kilometres in four months, as described in his mavelogue. In
the preface o his Flerd capeniis (1807 he explained: “With this object [0
study the wonderful rdches of the Cape flora] T underook several journevs,
often fraught with hardships and dangers. [...[ 1 met the dangers of life: |
prudently eluded feracious tribes and bewsts, .md for the sake of discovering
the beauriful plants of this southern Thale, 1 jmdully ran, sweared and chilled
[laeous cocurri, sudavi er alsif.”™

Gifr giving, once observed by the snthropologiss Marcel Mauss as a univer

sal phenomenon used 1o establish fnendly connecnons could be exemplibed
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infinitely. For example the loyal Thunbeng sent specimens o Linnacus, who
replied: “1 am more grateful than | can express for the many wonderful,
rare and new plants thar Herr Docror has been pleased o send me from his
Paradise. | have never been given such joy and delight from any boranis”,
Thunberyg proudly quotes the Lase sentence in his autobdographe ™

M les than three printed Cape Horas were published in Sweden before
i¥o0, by Linnaeus in 1759, by Bergius in 1767 and by Thunberg in the Pre-
s planiariens ctpensinm (1794-1800), Thunberg followed up with a Flwn
cupensis (1807-1811), The herbarias and museums were Alled with zoological
and boranical specimens, such as the quagga | Fguwns guagee quagge) an the
Swedish Museum of narural History in Stockholm, Perer Jonas Bergius' D
wriptiones plastarum ex Capite Banae Sped (1767) in 360 pages was based on
enllections made by the director of the Swedish company Michael Grubb,
Bergius wrote a pancgyric dedication 1o Grubb, seon ennobled af Grubbens,
basr the reuth is thar the donaror had booghe the whaole collection from the
gardener Auge at the Cape. This is a clear case of competitive nature of col-
lecting and science. The Cape was a pedect arena for the natural histortan
basr Linnacus was left on the outside, steaming with anger.

Hendrik Jacob Wikar from Gamla Karleby

Mow | tum to the main ﬁgnnr of this essay, Hendrik Jacob Wikar, his warying
whercabours and elusive character.,” In Sourh African archives he is men-
icned as Wijkar, Wickard, Wickaar, and Wikar, The relavion of his travels
into present-day Namibia, written in 1779, was published in 1915, There is
also a reprint of the 1935 edition from 2000, but so far no Swedish edition.
There are rwao Full manuscripe verdons and 2 more personal one, briefer than
the others and published in Her Zoeklicle (1926) giving some exora informa-
tion, in whar is called Redaes. Thus rwo Durch editions, one English and one
Cierman reanslation. All this makes the question of “original” source text
tricky, Clearly, what was published in 1935 is not a clean tramscription bust an
claboration of Wikar's now Jost diary. He for instance writes abour marriage
riruals wnd |:al|1'|!,: “But what | do noe know, 1 did know when | was among
them and wrote down “throw away’ in my note book, bur now it has dipp;d
fraarn my mrmnr_v."”
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The editor E. E. Mossop claims thar Wikar had arrived from Amsterdam
and Gmhrnhurg in 1773 as a soldier, which did not necessarily entail military
duries as for nearly rwo years he worked as "schrijver” ar the East India Hospital
in Cape Town." He earned nine gubden per month, ok wo gambling and cind
plaving. “He neglected his work and became indebied 1w various friends wo the
extent of one hundred Risdollar.” One of his debtors publicly insuleed him in
the streer. “Ohvercome by shame, and desperate, he deserved from the Compa-
ny's service April 4%, 1775, He resolved 1o disappear inland, ‘not anticiparing,”
hie says, ‘all the peril and wretchedness | muse encounter during the 4 years and
& months that | remained underecrad.™ Acconding 1o Thunberg, when a slave
e and hides, expecially in the mountains, and laer on is found. he i bearen
up by his master or the police but when @ Christian Hees from the service of
the company he is hanged. The moncy which the former conins saves him
from death, while decided laws does nor save the Latter. [n additon, Thunberg
confessed that he was heavily indebted and thar he saw no ather solution than
10 leave on a wour, tor which he had ro bomow money, from the politie-secrer-
eraren Bergh, grandson of the Swedish sentler mentioned in the introducrion.

Wikar Hed beyond the seorled districrs of Kamiesherg, but whar really hap-
pened between April 1775 and Seprember 1778 is unclear. The lase half year is
documented in his journal which he wogether with a map he b supposed 10
have drawn of the Orange River served as pardoning documenis on his retum
wo the Cape, The attriburion has for good reasons been questioned by Greger
Granwik: the handwriting does not cormespond. The map is thus a revision
carried our by Wikar's friend Olof de Wer of Stellenbosch, a relative of Bergh.

A few wonds abour Wikars biography, He was bom in 752 not in Goth-
enburg but in Gamla Kardeby. His father was 2 surveyor while his mother was
thi daiighter of an impartant provast, Henrik Johan Cardborg in Nirpes, Two
of his mother’s sisrers married surveyors, And when his father died early in his
life she remarried another surveyor (but when her second husband died she
marricd a clergyman). Hendrik Jacob’s aunt was married 1w the surveyor lsrael
Winman, brother of the respondent 1o Linnacus Flonr capensis. Obwiously
this was a small world.” In Gamla Karleby Anders Chydenius, an important
figure, was vicar, a religious pictist but in economical marters a liberal often
pointed o as the Nordic predecessors of Adam Smith, He was an influenrial
peslitician in the dict in 1765, when Karkeby became a staple port with naviga-
rion rights apening up Ckirobothnia for rade, Wikar might have met him as
a student ar the gymnasium at Vassa. Certainly he muse have felr the artrac-
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tion of the sea and distant couneries! Nor just Gorthenburg and Stockholm
bt alsen Waasa should be om the naval cham of Seandinavia

Wikar matriculated into the Osirobothnian student nation ar the Univer-
sity of Turks in 1269, bui must have left very soon. He belongs 1o the group
“disappeared”, a groap in Turky for the period 1722808 numbered 14 0w
of which ar least cight lefr for abroad."” According 1o an estate inveniory, he
had as a guardian the city official Roening, who lefr him an inherinance of
r.o00 daler fn 7 tthe protocol says Hinde. Johan), The money remained
uwithdrawn, which suggesis that Hendrik Jacob may already have el
Muvhe he lett becanse of trouble with the authorities, as would Lier prove
10 be the case in the Cape, when he Hed from civilizanion. He muse bave leh
rather soon as he is reconded as being ar the Cape in 1721, That, in o, nis
have entaibed thar e had knowledge of Duch and his likely route would have
raken him through Gothenburg and Amsterdam.

Muavbe Wilar went with a friend. Standing ar the bar in the Cape rogecher
with him and several other persons, was one Hendrik Marthijs Hassel. W
are thus presenied with two adventurous young men who left Finland tor the
Cape, perhaps owing somie troubbe with a garl, hghting at night or some othe
minor offense, Nothing more s known abour Hassel and what happened 1w
him larer on. One might add thar Wikar had a three year younger brother
Joshan lsracl, who according m a nore was away on foreign jourmeys and whe,
when he Liter moved from Nirpes, was referred 1o as leurenant.

Wikar's journal

C¥en ome poims to the st lines in modomn novels as the most exciting. Here
are Wikars: “When, afier encountering many dangers, | reached the Girear Ri-
ver, | found seme Hoteneons™. " “Many dangers™ “The Grear River™? "Some
Hl,'r‘r“'n[nu‘-i" “But vinge l|'||,' Wuler roase ihﬂnu.i of iuh-:.ld]ng, the Hotrentors
informed me thar they hid resolved m go towands the risiog sun” that is w say
easrward. The group consisted of eight men, hve women, two children and
Wikar. He introduced himself as having heen born in dhis country, and ex-
plained thar he was Inoking for a firm for himselb up the Greai (e, Otange)
River, They acoepred him as member of the group, “they reated me well and
were even distrosed lest any misadveniune shoubd befall me™.” “le was bivterdy
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cold, and, clad as | was only in shirt and rousers, | thoughe | should have
spend the night juse sitting by the Are: bur the bushmen made me a warm
bed, so that | was able o sheep.™ Later on, he assured a suspicious eribe that
he did not come with evil intentions or o engage in frade “but merely 1w see
checir country,”

Wikar's rravel was divided inrto rwo stages. The first which spanned over
a four year period we know nothing about, “Cn my second expedition, be-
gun on the st April, 1779, | went four stages higher up the river” and made
mamy visits to different tribes and kraals, friendly or hostile, along the river.™
There are demiled observations of ethnographical narure. including some
very intimate descriptions of customs relating 1o masculinity, marriages and
sexual relations as well as languages question, the click sounds, music, and
foond. Diescriprions of hunting ke up several pages, especially hippos bur abo
rhinoceroses and clephants. Wikar described the “nads” or aardwolf { Proveles
erintitta), a species Sparrman is otherwise credited to have been the b 1o have
described in 1783, He counted as many as twenty giraffes - kameelpeerds —
rarcly or never seen south of the Orange River. Clearly, Wikar was interesied
in mineralogy as well. He found iron and copper one and collected “crystals™ -
diamonds.* He pieced rogether a small herbarium and he prepared a Baboon
skin as gift w the governor™ Rhino- and hippo-hunting received particular
antention: “we were riding with our eves fixed on the ground, o as not 1o lose
the spoor of the wounded animal. Intent on this we unexpectedly came upon
six rhinos; not six yards separaved us from them,”” Only a small hook-thom
bush stood in between. How the Hotentors hunt the rhinoceros is given a
fascinating descriprion.” The killing of a lien ar night is vividly described.

Wikar listed the big pame hunt during the two expeditions: rwo dlephans,
rwo rhinos, onc buffalo, one giralfe and 1en hippos.* On 1 April 1779 he shoa
giraffe, which he measured, described and skinned, “And if it should please the
Lond God and the noble Government 1o enable me once mare o ravel along
the Great River, mendy our of interest and for the sake of honour 1 should like
ton see whether 1 could not bring a giratfe altve w the Cape.™ Such a thing had
happened in anclent Rome. According m his Sabas his collections consdsted of
the skin of a giraffe, “Een kleyne Herbarium mer bloemen waaronder ecnige
onbekante species”, some blue crvsils, some other crystals found on the rver-
banks, black crystals, agate stones, three elephant nisks, assepais, arm rings, and
an ivory spoon he had carved himself, and his journal, As he had so lirtle paper
he wrote “en abbreviansuren” in onder 1o later write “in ordentlyke styl™ *
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Wikar seems 1o have been interested in binds, here describing the European
night jar during its migration to Namibia: "It was only round about this parr
of the evening thar | heard the bird with the sustained nore, but | did not
manage to catch sighe of it The Hottentots say thar it is greyish in colour,
bigger than a finch, but smaller than a searding, le calls fiest “quack, quack,” a
bew tlmes, then 'tire’ on a note sustained while you may counr 4 or 50074
Wikar kept a rock lizard alive for fourteen days by feeding iv ants and mos-
quites. Somewhar astonished he notes thar the hare is considered as a sort of
“trickster” — with anthropologist Maul Radin’s concepr.®

The ethnography of the Homentos, Blips, Evnikkoas, Namnykoa, Nomak-
koa, Gyrikoa and other rribes is treated in detail. Language difficulrics enrice
Wikar bnto slander, “Ar present | am among the half-hreed Baboons, for they
are as unapproachable for conversarions as baboons. As soon as they become
awnre of anything they go and sit high up on the rocks and in the mounains
just like baboons.™ This is almost the only case in which he seems 0 mock
the narives, Wikar's descriprions of the different tribes encountered and their
habits, especially rransithonal rives are very detailed especially in the cse of pu-
bertal and marital Le. sexual marters, inchading cliterodectomy. He also wroie
on hnger mutilation in connection with marriage and was a very keen observer
of ethnomedicine. * “Neow | am kearning 1o live in Bushman style when the
necessiny anses, | am georing o know edible roos lile the one they cll *haap’,"+

Obviously, Wikar was a very open-minded traveller. He oy have been so
by inclinarion bur was cerminly so our of necessity as he was dependent on
the friendship of the natives. To him the Blips are especially admirable. They
were shrewtd and intelligent, practiced hamlicrafis and rade bur were also sor-
cerers,® A long passage described the music of a tribe in an especially positive
manner. ~In the Aure dance there is firm a melody and the mose importan:
part i the song of lament by a woman™; the rhinoceros dance “has a cermain
resemblance w0 one of our ‘contra’ dances which is accompanied by song, not
by music.”™ In matters of trade Wikar tried o convinee the Kourangi tribe
that the Europeans were the cleversst but they rehused 1o believe him despite
his use of coral beads, scissors and tobacco as arguments.”

The good relations herween Wikar and the Hotrentors are the more remar-
kahle when compared with those of other rravellers, Once, the chief of the
Bushmen named Ouga offered w adopr Wikar as his chosen friend, o which
Wikar agreed. Instead of cartde he could only give tobaceo in return which
appears m have suthoed. *1 musr estify before God and man that he was nm
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anly a brother, but even like a father to me in all my sorrow and misery and
when | was starving and in danger of dearh.™ Elewhere he writes: “my brot-
her companion, Caprain Ouga” and “my faithful brother companion Ouga”. "
Mlso the Horrentor Claas Barend is his Brother and Friend. Later on, they suf-
Fereel such desperare hunger thar “my travelling companion” Claas Barend was
compelled o kill & pack animal, 2 young ox. Hotentots can keep themselves
alive without foed but “my Hotentot rravelling companion” wook pity on
me."” And Wikar was accepred into the different kraals where he exchanged
jeifs, are and had a good rime with his hoses. He paid in corals and rohaccn,
By the Aukukoa eribe Wikar was mer with wonder because of his homse, for
“they were more afraid of a horse than of a rhino or a feracious wild animal "™
He found himsell in several very danperous situations, such as an arack by
the Bushmen: “1f I had not had the Hottentor with me 1 should have had ar
lease ane or rwo arrows in me”. Wikar for once took on a religious tane and
thanks “the Lord for His all-wise and merciful guidance throughour my kife,"

Wikar anly implicidy wouched an his background with the exception of
one very delicate admisgion,

I hael an extranrdinary personal experience with this mree which | cannor help
relating, O day my brother companion Chuga biouglin me some honey which
he said we might make beer of, bur which he farhade me 10 e, | did not quie
und.r.'n.l.n.nd whgr, and | ddidd nod :I:h: mmuch huul,l:lu.l | |:1;.|.'| |1.1|1;|.|}' earen a ll;hrl:nﬁ]]

when my throur began 1o bairn like fire, and not owo minues laer my whaole body
became affected, and, by your leave, with apologies, 1 began o purge and o
rid of worms loeoking like mape quite three fathom long [circa five metrest], and

even loager. whereupon [ fainted and the Hottentors powred water on me anril

I recowered consciousness; then | began vomiving s masch thar | had o lic down

all that pfiermoon from weskness and alneess. J b beew proviolea with warmy

_ﬁ'm:.b.rﬂ'l'mﬁ w thar wmesimner §ofind o oo I.I.'.fl'ﬁ"l‘n'.\:l:]'.l‘l mm_lfirﬁrﬁfu .|y|'
way dady, bu since this occurrence, the Lord Gid be thanked, [ have felt no pain.

When it was all over, the Hottenions wld me thar the bees had sucked the Bowers

of the mree | have menthned, and thar veis why thie honey was so poisonous™

This tapeworm from Oserobothnia bad also emigrared o the Cape!

Before his second journey he had sent a petition (smeckbricf) to the Go-
vernor Joachim van [Mletenberg, asking humbly for pardon and forgiveness,
This perition was given o a Horrentor wo hand it over to the nearest Euro-

pean farmer, Later he wrote that “he had made a collecrion of natural objects
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and rarities,” and kept 1 journal of ceremonics, customs and belicts of three
hitherto unknown rribes.” In one of his more informal notes he mentions
drawing up the map of the Orange River: "1k hebbe ook eene Can geformeenr
van den Lopp des Grooten Riviers™, Withour 2 compass or other instrumenes
as a "veldsman” (man of the ficdd) he always knew the direction of the wind,
the position of the sun. e, “Een seldsman sweer tog aleydde stricken der wind
al is 't w0 precise en accurate dier, penoeg hy denkt waar de Zon opkomthecht
hy Ohast, s middags de Zon op iy hoogie zynd en de schaduwe van hem ey
afgaande heht by noord. waar de Zon endergaar west, Van decee Costume heb
i ook miyn gebruyk gemaake in 't formeeren van myn senvoudige Can™." In
reference o the map he nowed:

As | ha wangdened wp and dosn thie Cerear River bong enoughs, | waneed oo make
i owaps o thie piver, as well s 1 was capable of dolng in, which yoi will fesd an the
back ool this; bug thoigh | have done my bese, 1o ot precend than b s ceoe and
acrure, since in the frst pl'_h.'e | have nio l:nnw]udp- ol such moprers, and in e
sevond plice | hsd o compass; bin where the sin rose T ok o be the eist, and
where it st the wesis having these o begin with | ook b thar a line drawn at
rigght angles thronigh this would give noeth and south. and fusther | ook nordh
in be where the sun reaches ks renich ai moson, "™

Thus the map which is reproduced in the 1935 editdon must be a copy, Wikar
explicitly noted in the Relaar chat it was a copy of the map that he gave o the
governor. That entatled thar there were several misspellings.”™

Wikar was probahbly the first European w describe the Augrabies Falls, the
fifth highest in Africa, 191 merers high:

there i a tremendoasly bag warertall [, ). When the weather b Bvourable one
can hasr the noise like the mar of the sea frome o dissanse ol sne stige awavs anid
hall an howr absnce this warerfall the cureent is very strong. for the Naminykou
rell me sha whien by accident the hippos get inmo the corment they cannest baitle
apainse it and are carried down so thar they fall down the cataract, breaking their
hackbomnes and they are then hanled o by the Hotenoo,™

Herds of cattle have perished in the warerfall, Augrabics means “place of big
noises” and is now a national park.

On Wikar's return home, lower down the Orange River a Hotrentot
brought him a lester with a pasport enclosed making it possible 1o him
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requrm o the Cape by order of the Governor. He ook leave of his Hotentor
comrades “not without deep emotion, you may be sure.™ On 1 July 1779,
he started his way back and fourreen days Larer he reached a farm, There he
also mer the wagons of Caprain Robert Jakob Gordon, whe would soon give
Die groe Rivier s Durch patriotic name. Wikar showed him his curiosities
andl passed along information on what could be of use to that gentleman,
He also recommended “my old travelling companion, Class Barend™™ In
Gordon's company was also the botanist William Parerson who wrote in his
diary: "Ar noon we met a peasant who had come from the Grear River, and
was travelling towards the Cape, accompanicd by a deserter who had been
seven vears absent, and had travelled over a grear pare of the country. This
poor fellow was a native of Sweden, and made many sensible reflections upon
his misforrunes in Africa.™ Seven years was an exaggeration. The poor fellow’s
“sensible reflections” would have been most instrucrive m hear™

Here the relarion ends, dated The Cape, 18 September 1779, Gordon and
Panrerson could have profived from his advice, bur otherwise it sems unclear
what we they could have made of Wikar's jourmal and map. It is reasonable w
belicve, however, that the map was perceived as the justihcarion for his pardon,
After some ime as burgher in Srellenbasch he disappeared. God knows whene,

Some conclusions

Wikar's journey could be seen as a counterpart to Linnacus frer lapasnicum
1732 His route was perhaps somewhar shorter, but not by much. Both men
went into the wilderness, most often alone, and mer the indigenous peaple.
Bath were positively inclined, both had the necessary plhisical strength o
carry out such an underaking, bur while Linnacus's experiences were refined
through a classical Owidian rradivion of compesition, Wikar is less lrerary,
writing more like a modern anthropologise. And both connected the ends of
the waorld. north and south, and their inhabirans.

Wikar, Wiinman, and Wilhelmij were inrernarional men, ar leasr two of
them had a universiny background. Wikar wrote in a direet manner but could
suddenly remember his earlier reading: “For, if whar 1 remember reading
is true, that this animal was shown alive o the people in Rome in ancient
tmes” — e the giraffe.” We can note the language question: the burgher
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Winman spoke poor Larin. The Durch Wilhelmij's writren Swedish was not
Hawless, The Swede Wikar wrote and spoke Durch bur could not leam the
Kholsan languages and used an imerprever.™ His Larin scems 1o have been
non-existent. Linnaeus had forgotten Dutch and did not understand the
enilless letter — twenty pages — on Kanigs mravel. Sell, their nationalitie
are unclear: Wikar was both Finnish, Swedish, Duch and has 2 Horeentm
“father”, Wilhelmij was Swedish, Durch, South African, and Indian. Botch
Cape Town and Stockholm were international. multilingual cities.
Merworking of different sores was necesary, At the same time nationaliam
Hourished. Bergh supported bath Thunberg and Wikar (through de Wet).
Perhaps one could speak of family networks, Furthermaore, it is possible 1o
view professions as nerworks. Usually we think of the dlergy as the backbone
of older Swedish science and culrure — baoth Sparrman’s and Thunberg's fathers
were Lutheran vicars — but | would like ro consider the role played in chis con-
text by surveyors, an interesting group of rather well-educated professionals.
Familial and national bonds marcered as is indicared by Wilhelmii's sad ssory
and the way in which Wikar (and Thunherg) was helped by the Bergh relari-
ves. For the historian not anly biography bur also genealogy should marer,
OF course, when reading mavelogues one must consider nor only who wro-
te them b for whom they were written. The Cape sdministration musr have
been interesied in the northern writories, The posibilities that accompanied
expansion northward — hunting, agriculture, and mining — were alluring.
Wikar recounted thar he "enguired most carcfully where the Blip abained
copper and iron. They do nor know for cermin and the Blip keep i a secres™ ™
Elsewhere he noted: “1 wanted o sow some warermelon and pumpkin pips
as an cxperiment . Wikar had nothing 1o say abour popular ropics as the
Hottentot apron or whether the men were monorchids. In contrast w carlicr
writers, he did not dwell upon the guestion whether the marives were filthy,
greasy, dressed in entrails. Nor did he write a boranical descriprion, a Fom
capensis of mamibiensis, He colleced planes bur thar was not the purpose of his
expedition. He was reluctant to pat himself in focus, Above all, Europe did
not function as the paradigm against which other societies were judged. All
this in diferentiaved his jrmrn.ll Froeem the cifiores |||:-."'ip.'|rmln.|1 anal 'Ihunhﬂg.
All the explorers mentioned in this article were part of the process of
colonial expansion, helping to pave the way for the spread of European
sertbemients and colonial institutions. The question on race and ractsm may
sometimes be unfair to our travellers, Obwiously they ok very differem
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standpoints with Wikar ar one end of the scale and Thunberg ar the other.
Thus, it is nor possible mo reduce Wikar's almost exclusively positive porrrayal
of his companions o the fact that he wrote for another puhHl:. Ini the Cape
Colony the Calvinist morality reigned in many aspects of life — except for the
open habit of keeping native concubines, Another raveller of the 17709, Jacob
Wallenberg asked: “Which do you hind darkest, her skin or their action?™" All
this offers a very different picoure than the one given in Mary Louise Prart’s
iritluential fmperial Fyes from 1992, She chose to focus on Sparrman although
Thunherg would have betrer supported her thesis, Obviously the time was
marked by a wide and complex array of opinions and sensibilizies. ™

Perhaps Wikar is to be found in contempaorary hetion. Afrikaner dissiden:
André Brink, An instanr in the Wing (1976; Swedish rranslation 1978) tells
the story of the white woman Elisabeth Larsson, wife of the Swedish explorer
Erik Alexis Larson and her ditheult journey home afier her hushand’s death.
She travels through the Cape Provinee wgether with the slave Adam Mantoor
who escaped from a prison camp sometime in the 17508, It b a novel with a
strong romantic appeal bur Brink is also playing with the archival documents
— genealogics, diaries, and notebooks, It is the story of Adam and Eve ]l.'avtng
Paradise. In Wikar's version he is Elisabeth and his friend the Hottenror Claas
Barend is Adam. The novel charts Adam’s and Elisabeth’s increasing depen-
dency on one another, how the “l-thou” relation is gradually ransformed
into something approaching a “we”.
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Sumniary
In the Shadow of Thunberg and Sparrman
Hendrik facob Wikar at the Cape
By Gunnar Broberg

This essay rreses some Swedish travelbers v che Cape during the elghreenth conmiry,
Carl Henrie Winman, DHerrich Wilhelmij and, especially, Hendrik Jacob Wikar, Wi-
kair was of Swedish-Finnish descent, a stsdent of Turku Universite, who spent several
years on the run in Northern South Africa mapping the l."r.I.np:' River in order 1o
hecom |'|.lr|.‘||.1|1|:d hf.' the RORErTION Wikai's irlurn..lﬂ, I'l"lll-ﬂh:'d in s, whavivs him as
an unprejudiced traveller who gor along very well with the indigenous inhabirans.
His case odfers 2 very differem picture of the curly traveller than the one vften given.
His biography afier the rerurn 1o Cape Town is so far unknown,

Authori addreis:

Prod. emier; Crunnar Brobeng, 1de och linbomshismoria, Inssrcanen e kalmervenen -
skaper. LUX, Box 192, 221 00 Lund, E-post: Gunnar Broberggoboulouelis.se,



