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and says nothing about its origin or
manner of arrival in Europe.

The 1600s would be very early for
taxidermy as we know it today. Before
the mid-1700s preservation relied heav-
ily on evisceration and drying, not
packing out with wads of soft material
as we understand ‘stuffed birds’ to mean
today. However, some simple study
skins could have been filled with hay,
fluffy seeds or similar material, so the
story could actually be true.

Please can anyone offer a reliable
source which provides actual evidence
that Canadian fleabane arrived in
Britain inside some preserved bird
skins?

Pat Morris
pat.morris5@outlook.com

31. Andrew Smith

Andrew Smith was a surgeon from
Scotland who went to South Africa with
the army. He was interested in the fauna
of the region and was chosen as the first
superintendent of the South African
Museum in Cape Town. He became
famous through a five-volume illustrat-
ed work describing a variety of animals,
but he had published many items earli-
er, unfortunately largely in newspapers
and journals which have become very
rare indeed. 

I have expanded his bibliography
and tried to reconstruct how many ani-
mals he described for the first time, and
how many of his names are still in use.
My researches on this were published in
the Transactions of the Royal Society of
South Africa on 17 November 2016. The
zoological contributions of Andrew
Smith (1797–1872) with an annotated
bibliography and a numerical analy-
sis of newly described animal species
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0035919X.20
16.1230078

Kees Rookmaaker

32. Bibliography of
Natural History Travel
Narratives
Anne S. Troelstra
KNVV, The Netherlands,
2016
472pp. 
ISBN: 978-9050115964
(hb)
€225
This comprehensive work brings
together information on all important
books relating to natural history travel
narratives, with their editions and
translations. Also provided are bibli-
ographies and travel summaries for each
work, spanning a period of four cen-
turies. The travel narratives encompass
all aspects of the natural world in every
part of the globe, but are especially con-
cerned with its fauna, flora and fossil
remains.

Author, Anne Troelstra, author of
several books on natural history travel
narratives, has produced an indispensa-
ble reference book for museums, univer-
sities, auction houses, collectors and for
everyone interested in natural history
and travel narratives.

33. The Natural
History of
Edward Lear 
Robert McCraken Peck
Foreword by Sir David
Attenborough
ACC Art Books, 2016
224pp., 200 colour
illustrations 
ISBN:
9781851498307 (hb) 
£27.99.
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