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CIC U.S. Delegation Grows Exponentially In 2016 
Gerhard R Damm 
 

The year 2016 was a year of exponential growth for the U.S. Delegation of the International 
Council for Game & Wildlife Conservation (CIC). CIC is a globally respected hunter-conservation 
organization dedicated to promoting sustainable hunting to conserve wildlife and wild lands, support 
communities, and preserve the hunting heritage across the globe. CIC’s unique membership structure 
includes nation states, corporations, and individuals. The CIC U.S. Delegation is a 501(c)(3) organization 
with an independent board and officers and is an affiliate of the CIC headquartered in Budapest, 
Hungary.  

Now counting over 80 members, the U.S. delegation membership includes leaders from Boone 
& Crockett Club, Safari Club International, National Rifle Association, NRA Hunters’ Leadership Forum, 
Dallas Safari Club, Shikar Safari Club International, National Deer Alliance, Quality Deer Management 
Association, Wild Sheep Foundation, Weatherby Foundation, Bear Trust International, International 
Order of St. Hubertus, Masters of Foxhounds Association, Theodore Roosevelt Conservation 
Partnership, Roosevelt Wild Life Station, Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation  and The Campfire Club 
of America, as well as experts from several American universities 

Rick Capozza, President of the U.S. Delegation of the CIC commented on this positive 
development: “American hunters and hunting conservation organizations do the most to promote 
hunting based on sustainable wildlife management systems that benefit local communities and 
indigenous peoples in several African, Asian and other overseas nations. A collective voice of U.S. hunters 
and hunting organizations is a powerful force for sustainable wildlife use around the globe. The U.S. 
Delegation of the CIC is dedicated to facilitate and promote the collective voice of American hunters 
globally.”  

SCI President-elect Paul Babaz has been named to the board of directors of the U.S. Delegation. 
Babaz stated in a SCI Press Release that he is looking forward to leveraging the strength of SCI’s 
membership in his new role. “The overall contribution of hunting tourism in eight African nations is an 
estimated $426 million annually. More than 18,000 hunter tourists visit Africa every year. SCI and CIC are 
committed to work with all public and private stakeholders to improve and preserve hunting as a wildlife 
management tool in Africa and across the globe,” Babaz said. 

Nick Pinizzotto, President and CEO of the National Deer Alliance (NDA), also expressed 
satisfaction in a NDA Press Release and stated that “it is an honor to be [part of] the CIC, and I look 
forward to doing my share to help the organization achieve its goals. Deer are by far the most popular 
game animal pursued in North America, and [NDA] looks forward to providing that perspective as it 
relates to the overall work of the Council.” 

 
 

WESSA: How To Enhance Value Of Legal Rhino Horn 
Gerhard R Damm 
 

The Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA) thinks out of box to enhance 
funding for the rhino anti-poaching battle: rhino-horn-infused wine, rhino horn massages, additional 
hunts with the original rhino horn trophy replaced by a mouldings are just some of the suggestions 
WESSA has come up with in its innovative action to grow the legal value of rhino horn in South Africa. 

http://www.cic-wildlife.org/
http://us12.campaign-archive2.com/?u=42d45c925312666b0cc1bcc14&id=2cb6262fbf&e=f872bf599e
https://nationaldeeralliance.com/editorial/nda-ceo-named-to-international-council-for-game-and-wildlife-conservation
http://www.wessa.org.za/
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Already in March 2015 WESSA said in a submission7 to the Department of Environmental Affairs 
"the promotion of alternative income sources from rhinos can offset the costs incurred in stocking and 
managing them. WESSA suggested at that time that the society intends to show that by allowing an 
increased (genuine, sustainable) hunting industry (but without permitting the export of trophy horns or 
other rhino body parts), as well as other non-exportable uses of rhino products. We hold that increasing 
the sustainable utilization by hunting can deliver significant economic benefits to rhino stock holders, will 
generate significant indirect, local economic returns (principally through tourism related jobs and 
services); and which can be effectively regulated". 

If the present initiative is successful, WESSA environmental governance manager Morgan 
Griffiths submits, the various actions could provide crucial funding for anti-poaching work and rhino 
conservation. Under the present scenario the rapidly increasing cost of rhino protection has little or no 
incentive for public and private protected areas and game reserves to maintain or even increase their 
rhino populations. 

The government recently reported a slight decline in rhino poaching, but Griffiths said that anti-
poaching cost are unsustainable and urgent innovative thinking is needed. “The government budget for 
this work is diminishing and international money is propping it up, but there are also signs of donor 
fatigue. So how do we protect the conservation estate and the jobs it supports?” Griffiths said. 

One important WESSA suggestion focuses on trophy hunting. “We should encourage additional 
hunts, generating legal, taxable value, with the money going into conservation enforcement instead of 
the black market. In terms of this model, the horn would be destroyed to ensure it was not laundered 
into the illegal market", Griffiths said. 

“Instead of taking the horn home as a trophy the hunter would receive an artificial horn 
moulded of the original horn, and taxidermists can use this replica horn in a shoulder or full mount to 
take home. “Alternatively, photographs and 3D printing could be used,” Griffiths said. “It will take a 
change in mindset – but so did tag-and-release fishing.” 

WESSA’s two other suggestions could be marketed as high-end novelty products for spas or 
reserves, he said. “Instead of hot rock massage why not rhino horn massage? “A limited number of 
registered horns could be made available to certain spas,” Griffiths said. “Likewise certain reserves 
could be licensed to produce and sell rhino-horn-infused wine, whisky or tea.” 

Due process needs to ensure no unintended loopholes for criminals were created, Griffiths 
added. “In the end, the best place for a rhino horn is on the animal itself, but we have to find ways to 
achieve this end”, he said 

On its Rhino-Page WESSA says that "every day we are learning more about the current rhino 
situation and thus, whilst being proactive, we need to be flexible and innovative in our selection of 
interventions. We also need to continue to work with a number of other credible and like-minded 
organisations to prevent duplication and to achieve maximum conservation benefit." 

 
WESSA (Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa) has a remarkable history of almost 90 years 
and a proud track record of enabling individuals and organizations to use natural resources 
sustainably and effectively, through our strategic partnerships. We are driven by the key focus areas 
of our work, which are aimed at the conservation of life-supporting ecosystems such as water and 
biodiversity. 

 
 

                                                            
7 WESSA opposed the DEA line-of-thought to propose legal trade at the recent CITES CoP 17 already in March 
2015, but made alternative proposals - read the full text of the original submission HERE  

http://www.cic-wildlife.org/
http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/conservation-unit/wessa-rhino-initiative.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/
https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/docs/wessa_responsetocommittee_morgangriffiths.pdf

