












Stratigraphic significance of vertebrate fossils 27

rous, Equus, suid, Bos and cervids have been reported by various scholars from the Karewas of
Kashmir Basin (GODWIN-AuSTEN 1864, DE TERRA & PATERSON 1939, WADIA 1941, BADAM
1968, 1972). Also in the Upper Siwalik Subgroup of Ambala (India) Elephas planifrons and
Elephas hysudricus are confined to the Pinjor Formation (NANDA 1976). The recent recovery
of Elephas d. hysudricus, suid d. Potamochoerns palaeindicus (PILGRIM 1926), Bos sp., cervid
with antler and Rhinocerous d. sivalensis in the Kathmandu Basin suggest close relationship
with the Upper Siwalik Pinjor faunas.

Fig. 4. View of one of the Elephas localities in the Bagmati River valley.

Correlation

Fig. 2 shows the similarity between the proposed stratigraphy of the Kathmandu Basin by
DONGOL (1985) and that of the Karewa beds (Kashmir, India) as compiled by GANSSER
(1964), mostly after DE TERRA & CHARDIN (1936), and WADIA (1951). It is apparent that the
deposits of the Kathmandu Basin are similar in sedimentology, structure and palaeontology to
the Karewa deposits of Kashmir. The Tarebhir Basal Gravel might be correlated with pre-
Karewa deposits of Kashmir. The Kaseri-Nayankhandi Lignites could be correlated with the
lower Karewas in which similar vertebrate fossils are found. The development of the Kashmir
Basi~ started with pondings of pre-existing drainages (BURBANK& JOHNSON 1983) as was the
case in the Kathmandu Basin.
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