THE EX-RING OF OUDE AT CALCUTTA,

A ROYAL PENSIONER OF THE BRITISH GOV-
ERNMENT—HIS MIMIC COURT AND
STATE.

The Calcutta correspondent of the Times
gives the following sketch of the life led by the Ex

King of Qude, at his little court on the banks of the
Hooghly -

1t occurred 1o me that your readers might be in-
terested in knowing snmething of the life of an ex-
King, an exile of long standing, and that I micht
profitably give an account of how he passes his time
under the pomp and circumstance of a mimic court.
With this view I sought out tho Political Resident
of the Ex-King of Qude, whose kingdom now lies on
the banks of the Hooghly, at Garden Reach, about
three miles from Calcutta, down the river. The per-
mission to visit the grounds was at once accorded,
and I was accompanied by the Political Resident,
Lieut. Col. Mowbray Thomson, whose heroic con-
auct and hair-breadth escapes at Cawnpore many an
Anglo-English c¢hild knows by beart, and whose
gtory will be told while English bistory endures.
Lieut. Col. Thomson is engaged in admimstering
political duties and magisterial justice within the
tour walls of the Ex-King of Onde’s mimie lkin gdom,
in which, however, save where thelaw of Indiaisin
question, there can be no interference on the part
of the Indian Government. Within those wails the
King is supreme. His kingdom, though small, is
compact. His sabjects are in all about 6,000,
and devoted to him. His court is perfect in
form. His officers of state, several of the chief

of whom accompanied us overr the grounds,
have their titles and gradations s they or those who
went before them had in OQude. The King has three
principal houses in bis little kingdom, and has named
them respectively * Sultan Khanah,” “Azud Mun-
zil,” and * Zurd Kootee.” Round the second of these
13 the Lloyal Menagerie, unguestionably ono of the
finesc in the world. It contains about 20,000 Lirds,
beasts, and snakes, ranged in the pretty order of zio-
zag digsorder on the four sides of a magnificent tank
about 300 feot lonz by 240 {feet wide, almost alive
with every conceivable variety of fresh-water fish
that can live in a hot climate, and covered with
broods or specimens of every known water-bird
which “love or money” has been potent enouvh to
secure. The pigeons seem to be the King’s favor.
ites. - They number 18,000, arranged in thouosands
bkere and there in diflerent parts of the inclosure,
and are of every variety and color—I should say
the finest existing collection of pigeons. Along the
banks of the lake roam at will tlie ostrich ang the
pelican, mingling with swans, geese, and  a host of
birds known to ordinary indivxduafs, with a host
more known only to the naturalist or bird fancier,
Around or amid all these (for the freedom of all but
the wild animals is unbounded) are goats and sheep
representivg mauy cliwates -and species, cawels,
dromedaries, ibis, and I know not what. The snakes
have for their home a ‘‘mountain,” in shape like
the dome of §St. Paul's, orly not more thun
about 3¢ feet high, and with, perbaps, an equal di-
ameter at the base. This dome is covered with
holes of different sizes, the homes for snakes ot all
ages and dimeusions. Iere the reptiles rale su-
preme ; they are fed, housed, and allowed their own
will and pleasure as freely as the King has his—
within treaty obligations. Elsewhere in the grounds
we find many of the beautiful grass-snakes, and
others of a hke kind, in no case pvisonous, but
difficult to distinguish from 3nakes that are puvison-
ous. Finally, woe had a fine collection of cobras
brought out, and then all the native attendants (I
am sure we must have had fifty) crowded round
to see the work of a short, thick-set, muscular
and rather grim-looking man, who has the snakes
in charge. The little man (described algso as =
wrestler) was “under 4 cloud” in consequence
of some offense, and he spoke perhaps more de-
fiantly than even his wont to his superiors; $ut
1 shouid sav he would at no time be very bland,
When bis assistapts hesitated, heo dashed his hand
into the jAdrs and pulled out huges cobras whose
touch is death. There wasno charming or jugglery,

but ,merely a dangerous exhibition of the King's
pets. One could scarcely, as one looked on the cool-
ness of the operation. remove trom one's mind the
impression that the reptiles had been robhed of their
deatly poison; but they had not. The King would
have no such shaws about him. 1'he charm is in
the power to kill. Ail that the hittle man affected
was downrght hardihood, induced by long practice,
and, of course, by a knowledge of the habits of

.cobraa.

Around the menageries are those 8o0lid picturesque
Httle buildings with warble fluors and stuccoed
walls su much in request in the East. They are so
constructed that tne Ex-Kiug or his friends aras
able to rest almost at any point while walking
swong the pets ot the managerie. At nizht every
part of these buildings, as indeed also of the entire
grounds, is licht up with innumerable small lamps,
of dafferent colors, whoso lirut (in tho case of the

- buildings) is also reflected from the ceiling

by  siwilarly colorea  balls—ordinary  balls,

" which 1 suppose might be bought in the Towther

Arcade, but very dear from their gorgeous-
uess to the heart of an Eastern potentate as they
aro pleasing to tho imagivation of his people.
‘I'he only other noticeable fact is that (as in all East-
orn houses I have secn, especially where European
habits ave lmitated) the gilt and display cover dirty
walls, aud are further set off by articles of furnituie
entirely wisplaced. An English traveler would
hardly besurprised to find iu one of the best rooms,
hanging over svme splendid couch and faciug the
most gorgeous mirrors, some wretched priut whicn
St. Giles' would condemn for wretchedness of taste.
It will be rewembered that I am not referring to
the King’s dwelling houxes. The Ex-Kiug, on svme
ground of e.iquette, never attends at Government
House, but he is visited by every Viceroy
on sclected occasions, and the regulated
amount of honor is always meted out to him with

ropdrly adjusted Ea:tern scales of etiquette. lie
Eas an income from Grovernment of £10,000 a montn,
aud a small additional snm from tae rent of a native
bazaar outside his territory. 1 believe that inside
those four walls he spends” hig entire income and
more. At all events, he saves nothing, and seldom
seews free from a rovzl craving for money. This
will not be wondered av when I say that he
has, in addition to two married wives, thirty-
nine Mahuls, (that is, persons who bear chil-
drem,) and 100 Begums—who, I presume, do
not. Fancy the awount required in London
for 141 ladies, royal in position at least! 1lle has
also living & family of tuirty.ome sons and twenty-
five daugnters, and he lost a son some days ago. He
spends Ls days in his menagerie, a1.d in drawing,
painling, and writing poseiry. }lis songs are said vo
he exceiient, according to native tasie. and some
which are called after his name—* Huzru. Ki-
Thoougree~are sung, I am told, by aanciuyg girig ali
over Calcutta, Benales, and mawvy other of the prin-
cipal towns of India. 1iis Ex-Majesty’s evenings
aie spent amony musiciaus aund dancing girls.
One of his four prineipal houses (all of which
are furpished *‘in great style”) is selected for
the day, and there he passes the night—Calcutta
meanwhile as ignorant of his pleasures and ne of its
as if he were still in Qude. Everg avenue to the
palaces is guarded grimly, and woe to the person
who attempts to break the guard. Al this cannot
be maintaived without lavish expenditare ; in ract,
the King maintains u little town, providing the élite
of it with choice amusement, and the whole town
with amusement of some sort, in additivon to
providing  them  with ithe means of  liv-
ing. The liittle camp is, in its way, royal—
as Eastern peoples understand royalty. T'ue mena:z-
erie costs, in feeding, £500 a4 month. The grounds
are beautitully kept. anda empioy 300 gardeners, wiy,
of course, must be paid. L'be people emploved arve
more than toudal retainers ; they belong to the Exs-
King, body and soal ; aud ir an order had been given
for tno -Snake Chief, with his grim surly face aud
his well-knit liwwbs, to spring upon Col. Thompson
and throttle him on the spot, the man would st tewss
have tried to vbey. Suchii1s the life of one of vur
EX-KID}{:‘.
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