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The Distribution and Transition of Rhinocer os Sinensisin the Per spective of
Environmental History

NEI Xuan-hua
(The Institute of Southwest Environmental History, School of Humanities,
Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: Rhinoceros Sinensis once lived in most of the area in China, but gradually died out in the early
twentieth century. Their distribution and transition took on the features of reducing from north to south in number
and declining sharp from east to west in density. Combining with the historical documents and archaeological data,
analyzing the documentary records and Remnants archaeological excavation and revolving around the change of the
ecological environment, the paper explores the reproduction, multiplication and extinction of rhinoceros sinensis, and
the environmental causes of their wide distribution to extinction, because this study still has realistic significance to
protect and multiply the treasure speciesin Chinain recent years.

Key words: environmental history; China; Rhinoceros Sinensis; distribution; transition
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