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The Sandgrouse of India 
Udayan Rao Pawar 

Of the 16 species of sandgrouse found in 

the world, nine have been reported from 

the Indian region. The author tells us about 

these ground -dwelling birds. 

Birds from my Balcony 
v. Gopi Naidu 

4 

Even amidst the hustle and bustle of a city, 

it isn't difficult to encounter and experience 

the wonderful world of its spectacular 

avian inhabitant s. All it takes is a little 

intere st . 

Rhinos, Dudhwa, and 
Reintroductions 
Gangadharan Menon 

10 

Dudhwa's Rhino Rehabilitation Project is a 

fine example of a successful relo cation 

programme of an endangered species. This 

national park is home to rich biodiv ersity 

and is among the world 's f inest t iger 

habitats. Read on to f ind out more ... 
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Above : The Greater One-horned Rhinoceros is poache d mainly for its horn, which is wrongly believed to possess medicinal properties 
according to traditional Asian medicine. This species is facing a sharp decline in numbers due to the rising illicit demand for its horn 

Below: Hunter-tumed-conservationist, Billy Arjan Singh played a pivotal role in persuading the then Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi to declare Dudhwa as a national park 



--

The Indian Hog Deer gets its name because of the hog-like 
manner in which it holds its head low while running through the 

forest, unlike most other deer that leap over obstacles 

conservative wildlife expert s, the most recent being in Panna 

\'(Iildlife Reserve in l\'ladh ya Prad esh. Here, the redoubtable 

H.S. Pabla was accused of releasing a (tame' tigress into Lhe 

wild. According to his detracto rs, he was providing easy meat 

The author was delighted to experience Dudhwa 's rich and 
myriad biodiversity on his jeep ride across the park 

July-September, 2013 

Dudhwa 

Adult Bengal Monitors are terrestrial, while young monitors 
display certain arboreal traits . Shy and sOlitary in nature, 

they usually avoid human s 

to the wild tige rs there . But he defended his move by 

stating thac the released tig ress was trained in hectares and 

hectare s of prot cc rcd forest to hunt and kill, and that this 

so-called lame tigress had hunt ed and killed ove r a hundr ed 

animal s (mostly Sponcd Dec r) before she was released imo 

,he wild. 

Around the same time, there was new s of thc Gujarat 

gove rnm ent refusing translocation of the cndangered Asiatic 

Lion [0 Madhya Pradesh on the grou nds rhat the site selec(ed 

did not havc enough of a prcy -basc and there was also the 

problem of inadc'Iuatc pro tcctio n fro m poa chers. Is it a 

genui ne cmrironmcmal concern for lions, o r is it the concern 

of los ing Gujaral's so-ca lkd <pride', J wonde r! In the J 980s, it 

was actually a veterinary epidemic in Kaziranga lhat prompted 

the forest authorities there to reluctantly agree 10 relocation. 

\Xlill it rCCJuire another one in Gir (0 relocatc the I,ions? J\'lothcr 

Na ture forbid ! • 

Gangadharan Menon made a documentary on 

Silent Valley, referring to the impending disaster 

of a hydel project coming up there , which played 

a part in Silent Valley being decla red a Nat ional 

Park in 198 1. 
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