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BY lAIN DOUGLAS-HAMILTON, OBE 

~
Ron Orenstein's book goes to press the killing of elephants in Africa for 

ivory has intensified to new heights. Elephants are fewer in number than 
they were in the previous ivory crisis of the 1970s and 1980s. I have 

never witnessed such a demand for ivory in the 48 years I have studied them. 
The prices for ivory to the poacher and, in ever increasing increments, to the 
final buyers in the Far East exceed all previous records. Demand for ivory is 
driving the illegal killing and exceeds all possible supply. If demand is not re­
duced the elephants will be largely eradicated. 

Already populations have been exterminated in places like Comoe 
National Park in the Ivory Coast and in the Affole Mountains of Mauritania, 
both of which had thriving elephant populations when I started the first Pan­
African Elephant Survey in 1975. There has been a horrific roll call of incidents 
in the last few years. Bouba N'Djida in Northern Cameroon was attacked by 
horsemen from Sudan allied to the notorious Janjaweed, and half the ele­
phants were killed in a few days. Minkebe National Park in Gabon lost 11,000 
elephants, Tsavo, Samburu and Mara are under attack in Kenya, and in East 
Africa nine out of ten populations are in decline. The Central African Forest 
Elephants have lost 62 percent of their numbers in one decade. All of this and 
far more is recorded in papers, reports and scientific publications. 

The sheer weight of the destruction is overwhelming, but the statistics give 
no idea of the individual suffering, wounding and bereavement that accom­
pany them. The rhino situation is even worse, with far higher prices for rhi­
no horn and escalating killing in what formerly were the most secure havens. 
For these species to survive we need champions to t~ckle the poaching on 
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